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Business of the House 
Matthew Offord (Conservative): Several of my constituents have made applications for 
the protective security grant and were successful, but as a result of the pandemic, some 
of those works have not been completed and the funding has lapsed. Can a Home Office 
Minister come before the House to explain to my constituents how they can revive those 
applications and ensure that their synagogues, churches and other places of worship and 
religion are adequately protected? 

Jacob Rees-Mogg: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for this question, because it is 
very important to provide the necessary protections for places of worship that may 
need some level of protection. Work is continuing to safeguard places of worship, 
including synagogues and mosques, with £3.5 million allocated for the places of 
worship security grant this year. Of course, if there are specific issues with grants 
that have lapsed because of covid, if he will give me the details, I will happily take 
them up with the Home Secretary. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk//commons/2022-01-27/debates/9C5F27CB-F106-4F8A-
92C5-D27900A5098D/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-BE9098D9-E14A-40A8-8EAC-
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pursuant to the Answer of 14 January 2022 to Question 101714 on British Nationality, 
whether a person can be deprived of their British citizenship on the basis that they are 
eligible for Israeli citizenship under Israel's law of return. 

Kevin Foster: The statutory provision on deprivation of citizenship is contained in 
Section 40 of the British Nationality Act 1981 (BNA). This provision can be applied 
by the Secretary of State to deprive a person of a citizenship status if they have 
obtained their citizenship fraudulently or where the Secretary of State is satisfied 
that deprivation is conducive to the public good. Deprivation on conducive grounds 
is used sparingly against those who pose a serious threat to the UK or whose 
conduct involves very high harm. 
Each decision is made following careful consideration of individual countries’ 
nationality laws, using expert advice where appropriate, and in accordance with 
international law, including the UN Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. 
An individual can also seek to exercise their statutory right to appeal against a 
decision. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-01-17/105513  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-01-11/101714 
 

The relevant section of the British Nationality Act 1981, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/61/section/40  
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Holocaust 
House of Commons Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
col 1128 Robert Jenrick (Conservative): … We use this day to fulfil a solemn obligation, 
an obligation of remembrance: to never allow the memory of those who died in the 
holocaust to be forgotten by anyone anywhere in the world. This year’s theme, “One Day”, 
encourages us to put aside our differences for just one day, to come together to 
understand more about our past, and to resolve to act for a better future. … 
Today, the 77th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, we remember a dark 
stain on human history, the greatest evil perpetrated by man against man in the long 
catalogue of human crimes. Today, we mourn with those who mourn, and grieve with those 
who grieve. We remember the names, the faces and the promise of the 6 million Jews who 
were murdered. Today, we pay tribute to those who survived and, for all these years, have 
borne witness to that evil and have served humankind in doing so. Today, we honour and 
remember the memory of the allied forces, including the 3.3 million British servicemen who 
left hearth and home, suffered appalling casualties and freed a continent from the grip of 
tyranny. We pay tribute to the memory of those non-Jewish heroes and heroines who 
saved countless lives—those people who the people of Israel call the righteous among the 
nations. In an age of indifference, they acted. In an age of fear, they showed courage and 
their memory is an example to us all. 
As time passes, the importance of this day grows. In 2020, 147 survivors of the holocaust 
passed away in this country. In 2021, 134 died. The youngest survivor of the camps is 
currently 77. As the survivors die, the holocaust is moving from living memory to vital 
history, which is why we must keep their experiences alive. It is why I pay tribute to the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, run by the brilliant Olivia Marks-Woldman; the Holocaust 
Education Trust, led by the indefatigable Karen Pollock; the Wiener Holocaust Library; the  
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Beth Shalom Holocaust Centre, which is in my own constituency in Nottinghamshire; and 
many other organisations and charities for the work they do to document, record and 
educate. …  
col 1129 Those are some of the reasons why, as Secretary of State, I worked to gain 
approval for the National Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre, so that, when the time 
when the last living survivors leave us does come, there will be another permanent centre 
to reflect, honour and remember those who suffered and died, and to educate future 
generations. … 
col 1130 The way we remember is changing. For example, Dov, the great-grandson of Lily, 
whom I met in Victoria Gardens, is now using his 1.3 million TikTok followers to educate 
the next generation with her stories. … 
Since the holocaust, human civilisation has advanced by virtually every metric. We live 
today in the most advanced human civilisation in history, yet we are still capable of such 
evil. To acknowledge that fallibility and where it can lead is the best corrective to these 
indescribable tragedies. The genocide committed on the Jews, the Roma, the Gypsies and 
the disabled in Europe in the 1940s was, as my right hon. Friend says, not an aberration 
in history. There have been subsequent genocides in our living memory: the millions of 
victims of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia; the million-plus victims of the Rwandan 
genocide; and the 8,000 Muslim men and boys who were murdered in Srebrenica. 
Today, atrocities continue in Darfur, and last month the Uyghur Tribunal’s judgment in 
London found beyond reasonable doubt that the People’s Republic of China is responsible 
for genocide, crimes against humanity and torture in Xinjiang region. … 
On Holocaust Memorial Day, it is appropriate that we reflect on the atrocities of the past to 
draw connections with those of the present. While Britain is, as I can attest from my own 
family, one of the most welcoming places for Jews anywhere in the world, antisemitism is 
on the rise at home. This year, the Community Security Trust found that anti-Jewish hate 
incidents rose by 49%. 

 

col 1131 Shailesh Vara (Conservative): On the issue of rising antisemitism, does my right 
hon. Friend agree that it is very good that there are opportunities for schoolchildren to visit 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, to see personally the horrors that were inflicted on those poor people, 
and that that is something that should be encouraged … 

 

Robert Jenrick: … I hope this Government will continue to support the trust, as previous 
Governments did, enabling those visits to continue. 
Social media is fuelled with antisemitic hatred, with conspiracy theorists growing their 
followers daily. According to research published last year by the Antisemitism Policy Trust, 
there were up to half a million explicitly antisemitic tweets per year made viewable to UK 
users. During the pandemic, we have seen the use and abuse of holocaust language and 
imagery, with anti-lockdown protesters carrying signs reading “Vaccine Holocaust” and 
wearing the Star of David. In May last year, we saw a convoy of vehicles drive through 
north London with speakers blasting out antisemitic slurs and threats against Jews. In 
December, the passengers on a bus in Oxford Street, who had been celebrating 
Hanukkah, were subjected to vile and frightening abuse, with racists banging shoes 
against the bus. … 
I recently received a letter telling me to teach my “Jewish Zionist wife” to “put out fires”, as 
they intended to burn our house down and cremate our children. 
As Communities Secretary, I encouraged universities to adopt and use the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism, a cause taken up strongly by 
the current Education Secretary, but despite those entreaties some universities have not 
done so. Only last year the University of Bristol, one of our most respected universities, 
acted painfully slowly to discipline Professor David Miller, a purveyor of antisemitic 
conspiracy theories that went well beyond the bounds of free speech. … 
col 1132 Today, we remember not simply the liberation of the camps, but the triumph of 
freedom and the human spirit.  We marvel at the s trength,  the resilience  and the faith of  
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those survivors and of Jewish people here in the UK and around the world. We must 
continue to tell their stories. We must use this day to continue the fight against hatred in 
all its forms. Then, perhaps, one day we will have a future without genocide. 

 

Peter Bottomley (Conservative): On a point of order … permission has been given to 
appeal the planning approval for the memorial in Victoria Tower Gardens. I think we need 
to be careful about how we speak about it. … 

 

Lyn Brown (Labour): … Every day on my Twitter feed, I see the Auschwitz memorial’s 
images of people murdered. Those that grab me particularly are the faces of the babes in 
arms, toddlers, children and teens who were murdered in the gas chambers. Every single 
day, I wonder how those faces could be treated as the enemy, having their very humanity 
denied. Every single day, I wonder how it is possible that human beings could do this to 
such innocents. Every single day, I have genuinely no idea how it happened. … 

 

col 1134 Andrew Percy (Conservative): … I particularly pay tribute to the Antisemitism 
Policy Trust and its chief executive, Danny Stone … 
Sadly, the scourge of antisemitism continues to plague our society and others around the 
world. … we have seen that in the past year with the case of Professor Miller at the 
University of Bristol, which failed to protect its students swiftly. This was a racist, 
antisemitic professor targeting Jewish students, accusing them of effectively being in the 
pay of the state of Israel—a classic antisemitic trope. In calling that out … members of the 
all-party parliamentary group were singled out and attacked as being Zionist agents, 
agents of the state of Israel or in the pay of Israel. 
Why is this debate necessary? As other Members have said, people visiting any social 
media platform over the past couple of years will have found antisemitic posts linking covid 
and the development of vaccines to Israel, to Jews, to the classic international conspiracy. 
We have seen, as has been referenced, the sickening sight of people on anti-lockdown 
protests wearing yellow stars. … 

 

Christian Wakeford (Labour): Just last week we saw swastikas on the streets of Bury in 
protest against covid passes. It is depressing that we even need to say this in this House, 
but there is no place for antisemitism, these tropes or this hatred on our streets, campuses 
and society, and it needs a debate such as this to call it out and say, “No more.” 

 

col 1135 Andrew Percy: Absolutely—I could not agree more. Too many people throughout 
this coronavirus period have casually linked the necessary measures to Nazi Germany. … 

 

Bob Blackman (Conservative): … Is he aware that just yesterday Jewish shopkeepers 
in Stamford Hill were attacked? There is a video of the incident and a police investigation 
is taking place, but it is clear that antisemitism is rife in our society today. 

 

Andrew Percy: I was not aware of that particular incident, but I am sorry to say that this is 
happening time and again. Anyone who visits social media or other online platforms, 
including sales sites such as Amazon, will be able to find books that minimise and question 
the holocaust. … 
This year I came across a book called “The Bravest Voices”, written by Ida Cook. She was 
one of two sisters, Ida and Louise Cook, who have been described as plain and dowdy 
English spinsters in the 1930s. They were huge fans of opera, and they took it upon 
themselves to rescue Jews and non-Jews from Nazi Germany. They did that by flying out 
on a Friday evening from Croydon airport, and returning overnight on Sunday via train and 
boat from the Netherlands, so as to be back at work at their desk jobs in the civil service 
in London on Monday morning. … they met people who were trying to get out of Germany. 
They would go through the border on the way into Germany dressed very plainly, and they 
would come out dressed in the furs—they often sewed new labels into those—jewels and 
valuables of the people they were rescuing, which would then be sold in the UK to raise 
the funds required at the time for the sponsorship of Jews who wanted to get out. 
col 1136 They did that in a very matter of fact way … 
The case that most struck me was that of a young Polish Jewish boy who they rescued at  
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the very last minute in 1939. … they received a letter asking if they could raise a guarantee 
to get him out. … They had trouble getting money to him and getting the necessary 
permits. He had a permit number that would have put him 500 above the permits that were 
allowed in at that time, but a friendly civil servant here in London did the necessary work. 
At last, two weeks before the outbreak of war, the Cook sisters were out in Germany 
meeting the next group of people who they wanted to rescue, when they got word that, by 
assisting one of the last children’s transports out of Poland, this young boy was able to get 
to a boat. … 
… the Cook sisters downplayed their own role in all this, and constantly throughout the 
biography play up the role of others. … Ida Cook describes that at the end: “It was a piece 
of Britain”. 
I think that is something we should all reflect on today when we think about other refugee 
crises, including that we have seen in Afghanistan. It was a piece of Britain, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, and today when we face other crises we should ask ourselves this: what is the 
piece of Britain that we want to project around the world? … 

 

col 1137 Charlotte Nichols (Labour): … As the holocaust fades from living memory, I 
want to put on record my gratitude to all of the survivors whose testimonies are at the heart 
of holocaust education, but which come at huge personal cost. It is impossible to 
comprehend the abjectness of the horrors that they experienced, the trauma that follows 
them through their lives, or the sacrifice that bearing witness entails. Marceline Loridan-
Ivens said: “If you only knew, all of you, how the camp remains permanently within us. It 
remains in all our minds, and will until we die” 
Similarly, Shlomo Venezia, said: “Everything takes me back to the camp. Whatever I do, 
whatever I see, my mind keeps harking back to the same place. It’s as if the “work” I was 
forced to do there had never really left my head…Nobody ever really gets out of the 
Crematorium”. 
Those who survived the camps were greeted with “incredulity, indifference, and even 
hostility” upon their return to their communities. Although the allies won the war against 
Nazism in Europe, antisemitism has never been defeated, and fascism grew rapidly in the 
UK in the post-war years, contrary to the narrative of triumph over Hitler. … 
I have sat in synagogue while fellow Jews have been slaughtered elsewhere in the world 
for practising their faith, as I am, and so to proclaim our faith proudly, to stand as proud 
Jews, is itself an act of defiance. As the partisan vow declares, “Mir veln zey iberlebn”, 
which means, we will outlive them. From generation to generation, the Jewish spirit 
endures. 
In Kveller, Rachel Stomel writes: “In the context of Jewish law, remembrance is not a 
reflexive, passive process directed inwards. Our sages teach us that the way we fulfil the 
Torah’s commandment to remember the Sabbath—'Zachor et Yom HaShabbat le’kodsho’ 
(remember the sabbath day to keep it holy)—is by active declaration in the performance 
of the kiddush, the Shabbat blessing over wine. We are commanded to remember the 
Amelikites brutal massacre of our people—'Zachor et Asher asah lecha Amalek’ 
(remember what the Amalek did to you)—through intentional, public, verbal affirmation, 
and by ridding the world of the evil that they represent. Neither of these Torah 
commandments can be fulfilled by quiet contemplation, memorialisation must manifest 
through specific action.” 
col 1138 The theme for this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day is “One Day,” both as a call to 
action for that one day when we have eradicated the hatred that leads to genocide and 
because one day, as a snapshot of what happened, can be helpful in seeking to 
understand and process the enormity of the holocaust. The brutality and the hopelessness 
of the concentration camps and the lengths to which the Nazis went to extinguish any faint 
glimmers of hope are summed up in this quote from the survivor Shlomo Venezia, who 
was forced to work in the Sonderkommando at Auschwitz, emptying the gas chambers of 
bodies, including  those of  family members,  processing  their hair and teeth,  and loading  
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them into the ovens for cremation. He said: “One day, while I was presenting my testimony 
at a school, a young girl asked me if anyone had ever emerged from the gas chamber 
alive. Her schoolmates laughed at her, as if she hadn’t understood a thing. … In spite of 
everything, however absurd her question may seem, it was quite relevant, since it did 
indeed happen. … 
One day when everyone had started working normally after the arrival of a transport, one 
of the men involved in removing the bodies from the gas chamber heard a strange noise. 
… We told ourselves that he’d surely been hearing voices. A few minutes later, he again 
stopped and told us that this time he was certain he’d heard a death rattle. And when we 
listened closely, we, too, could hear the same noise. It was a sort of wailing. To begin with, 
the sounds were spaced out, then they came more frequently until they became a 
continuous crying that we all identified as the crying of a newborn baby. … Stepping over 
the bodies, he found the source of those little wailings. It was a baby girl, barely two months 
old, still clinging to her mother’s breast and vainly trying to suckle. … He took the baby and 
brought it out of the gas chamber. We knew it would be impossible to keep her with us. 
Impossible to hide her or get her accepted by the Germans. And indeed, as soon as the 
guard saw the baby, he didn’t seem at all displeased at having a little baby to kill. He fired 
a shot and that little girl who had miraculously survived the gas was dead. Nobody could 
survive. Everybody had to die, including us: it was just a matter of time.” 
Elie Wiesel speaks of watching Jewish babies thrown alive into the vast ditches where 
bodies were burned, confirmed by Telford Taylor at the Nuremberg trials. Lily Ebert 
testifies of witnessing babies torn from their mothers’ arms and dashed against walls. I 
have seen the piles of teeth, hair and shoes that represent a tiny fraction of those who 
passed through Auschwitz-Birkenau, and how small those chambers were, with up to 
1,200 people piled into a tiny space so that no poison gas would be wasted. This was not, 
as we might imagine, a quick process, with it taking up to 12 minutes to be poisoned to 
death, crushed in among hundreds of panicking people, desperately trying to cling to life, 
trying to break or claw their way out. Seven hundred Jews were murdered in the gas 
chambers on the very day before they were set to be liberated and many more died by 
disease or by suicide in the months following liberation. There are some things that a 
human just cannot endure. … 
col 1139 If man can sink to these depths once, to industrialise the brutalisation and murder 
of their fellow humans, they can and will do so again. Indeed, “never again” rings hollow 
with the genocides that have taken place since the holocaust, and our failure as a nation 
to learn the lessons of the past as this Government turn away refugees from other parts 
of the world knowing full well the fate of the refugees from the holocaust denied safe 
passage to Britain and the US, and returned to their deaths. 
We allow a minority in public life to degrade and debase the memory of the holocaust—to 
make inappropriate comparisons with modern day events as though there can be any 
parallel drawn, rhetorical or otherwise, between, for example, those who choose not to be 
vaccinated, or a particularly poor performance in the football, and the experience of the 
victims of Nazi persecution. We still see the cancer of antisemitism in our communities, 
with the threat of hate crime in person and online a daily reality that we should not have to 
live alongside. … 
We cannot change the past, but by bearing witness we can change the course of the future. 
Ira Goldfarb said of his father, the survivor Aron Goldfarb, that “… Survival to my father 
was carrying the nightmares of his childhood and choosing to find joy, humor, and 
compassion in life every single day. Survival was seeing the worst of humanity and still 
offering his last piece of bread to someone who needed it more, still building lifelong 
friendships, and being a devoted husband and father.” … 

 

col 1140 Nicola Richards (Conservative): … An estimated 1.3 million Jewish people 
were deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, and 1.1 million were murdered. When allied troops 
liberated the concentration and death camp 77 years ago today, just 9,000 prisoners were  
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found alive. All in all, an estimated 6 million Jewish men, women and children were 
murdered in the holocaust. 
The holocaust was not the birth of antisemitism, and sadly neither was it the end. It is the 
world’s oldest form of hatred and has taken on many forms over the centuries. However, 
the same themes always seem to prevail: Jews are made scapegoats, forced to answer 
for the actions of others, and they are depicted as both weak and all powerful. 
Just two weeks ago, a British man walked into a synagogue in Texas and took the rabbi 
and three congregants as hostages. Why? Because he believed that the Jews of that small 
congregation had the power to grant his demands. I saw the effect that the incident had 
on my Jewish friends: they stayed glued to their phones and TVs all night praying for a 
peaceful outcome; they went to sleep not knowing whether they would wake up to yet 
another massacre of fellow Jews in their sacred house of worship. 
It is a sad state of affairs when synagogues all over the world are still forced to be guarded 
by soldiers, police or security and when Jewish schoolkids in this country must still take 
part in regular terrorist drills and be prepared for the worst in case it happens. I pay tribute 
to the incredible work of the Community Security Trust and its volunteers, who work 
tirelessly to keep the UK Jewish community safe. 
The Secretary of State for Education rightly calls antisemitism a virus that continues to 
mutate. As we know, the best way to deal with a mutating virus is to vaccinate. Education 
will always be the vaccine against all forms of hatred. … 
col 1141 The Holocaust Educational Trust is an amazing charity and one I was proud to 
work for myself. … 
Sadly, one day in the near future, the holocaust will move from being living history to just 
history. All of us who have had the honour of hearing a survivor share their testimony are 
now their witness. It is up to us to carry on their legacy, to say to our children, “I met a 
Holocaust survivor; I listened to their testimony. It happened to them and their family, and 
it must never be allowed to happen again.” … 

 

col 1142 Diana Johnson (Labour): … I was reflecting that I visited Auschwitz some years 
ago with the Holocaust Educational Trust. One of my most striking memories is of the huge 
piles of luggage, dolls and toys, shoes and other ordinary, mundane items, which were 
probably those that meant the most to the people who were murdered in that camp. I will 
always remember that about Auschwitz—the ordinary and mundane alongside the most 
evil. 
The holocaust is fading from lived memory, with the gradual passing of those who suffered 
and survived and of those in the greatest generation, who fought the Nazis and liberated 
the camps and Europe. It is up to all of us to ensure that this history and its lessons are 
never forgotten. I, like many others, pay tribute to the Holocaust Educational Trust for the 
brilliant work that it does, and to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, as well. … 
As we know, we need to be vigilant as there are those who still seek to deny the facts 
about the holocaust, a form of fake news spread for decades by antisemites, challenging 
whether the holocaust actually happened or the magnitude of it, and more recently 
questioning the internationally agreed definition of antisemitism. Remembering what 
happened in the holocaust is even more important, as we have seen a rise in antisemitism 
abroad and here in the United Kingdom. The first half of 2021 saw the highest number of 
antisemitic incidents in a six-month period recorded by the Community Security Trust. It is 
important that we note the work that trust does, day in, day out, providing security and 
keeping the people of the Jewish faith safe. 
We must ask ourselves, why is that trust still required and why have we failed to combat 
the pernicious hatred of Jews that lingers, particularly online? Online disinformation often 
parrots long-standing antisemitic tropes that demonise Jewish people as happened in 
Germany in the 1930s; now they are spread by digital technology. The right hon. Member 
for Newark set out some shocking statistics about what can be found on social media 
platforms. … 
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We must be aware of the different forms that antisemitism takes in the United Kingdom. It 
is no longer just the far right and skinheads trying to sell National Front publications in 
Brick Lane. Shamefully, in recent years my party allowed the stain of antisemitism to find 
a home in the party. Under the leadership of the current leader of the Labour party, we are 
working very hard indeed to combat that. 
col 1143 The horror of the holocaust has reshaped our understanding of international law, 
human rights and collective security after 1945. We have a responsibility to people 
throughout the world to protect them from persecution, but I regret to say that we have too 
often failed. … Of course, there is also the stain of Islamophobia, which is still around in 
our communities and institutions and which needs far more attention. It is the “othering” of 
groups that we need to be vigilant about and take action to tackle, and we need to 
recognise where that “othering” can lead. 
The theme of this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day is “One Day”, but we must continue the 
work to eradicate antisemitism and hatred, in this country and throughout the world. 
Antisemites, of whatever variety, are invariably the enemies of peace, freedom, democracy 
and the rule of law. Only by defeating them, and all those who peddle hatred and prejudice, 
can we live in confidence that we will never see another holocaust. … 

 

Bob Stewart (Conservative): Instances of genocide continue, and, very sadly, I have 
been witness to them—in particular, in Bosnia during 1992-93, when I commanded the 
battle group of the 1st Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment. … 
On 22 April 1993, I learnt that women and children had been massacred in a village in the 
Lašva valley. I did not believe it, so I went there, taking about 30 men and about six 
vehicles. As I approached the village of Ahmići from the south, I was struck by what a 
beautiful place it was, or had been. The first building I saw was the mosque, which was 
new, but wrecked. The minaret had been broken by explosions, and it was pointing at the 
sky like a pencil. Most of the other buildings in the village … had been destroyed by fire. 
Some had not been destroyed; we later discovered that they belonged to Bosnian Croats, 
not Bosnian Muslims. … 
Each building had been destroyed by fire, explosions or shooting. The windows had black 
marks around them, and the roofs had collapsed. Only later, because we did not see it 
immediately, we discovered that bodies were underneath the roofs. Outside the houses, 
the gardens looked kind of normal, except for the detritus of war: downed cables, bricks, 
burnt-out cars, and dead pets. Everywhere was the disgusting smell which comes from 
the chemical reactions that accompany death. It was cloying and it was foul. … 
col 1144 I went into a cellar. The cellar had agricultural tools and strings of onions or 
vegetables on the walls. In the middle, there was this mass—this greyish, blackish mass. 
I did not really understand what I was looking at—then I did! The first thing that hit me was 
the disgusting smell, and then I realised I was looking at bodies—at least two adults, 
several children. … 
Later, one of my soldiers … was shovelling the remains—shovelling the remains—of a 
human being into a bag on a stretcher, and he turned to me and said, “Sir, this is Europe 
in 1993, not Europe in 1943.” … 
You see, I consider Holocaust Memorial Day to be so incredibly important not just because 
of the people who were killed in the second world war in the 1930s and the 1940s. It was 
not just the second world war … 
col 1145 The purpose of Holocaust Memorial Day, and the memorial of all those people 
who died in the second world war and all those who have died in genocides since, is for 
us to feel collective responsibility for stopping it from happening again. … 

 

Alex Sobel (Labour Co-op): … I thank the Holocaust Educational Trust, the Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust, Yad Vashem, the POLIN Museum—which is actually in the Warsaw 
ghetto—the Holocaust Exhibition and Learning Centre near me in Huddersfield, and those 
organisations that fight antisemitism today such as the Antisemitism Policy Trust, HOPE 
not hate, the Community  Security Trust,  and others.  There are  many  organisations that  
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both keep the holocaust alive today and fight antisemitism, and we should be grateful to 
them all. 
This year’s theme, as we know, is “One Day”, and for me, that means that we have hope 
that there may be one day in the future with no genocide. It is also about one day in the 
lives of victims of genocide, when they themselves are facing that genocide every day, 
and know that that day might be the last day they live. They wake with that thought 
beguiling their senses, and if they are fortunate enough to survive that trauma, the trauma 
lives with them and becomes intergenerational trauma. I am not sure how many 
generations that trauma persists for, as two generations separated, I still feel that trauma, 
especially on days like this. … 
col 1146 My paternal great-grandfather was David Laks. He was murdered by the Nazis in 
the Belzec death camp in 1942. Teresa, my maternal great-grandmother, died of natural 
causes in 1938 before the start of the war. David and Teresa had five children. Salka and 
Fanka were the eldest daughters. They lived in central Poland and were murdered, along 
with their families, in unknown circumstances—I really did not think I would get this 
emotional; I am sorry—by the Nazis. … 
The middle child was called Zygmunt; I will come back to him later. The fourth child was 
my grandmother Regina, who survived the war and lived into old age. The youngest sibling 
was my great-aunt Marisia … 
I am going to describe one day in the life of Zygmunt Laks and his family—his wife Guta 
and their son Karol, who was born in 1939. Zygmunt Laks lived in the Łódź ghetto and 
worked in a garage after the Nazis took away the family restaurant. The situation in the 
ghetto worsened; Zygmunt stopped work and just sat in the ghetto apartment with a large 
axe, waiting for the Nazis to come and take them away. There was an easing in the 
situation in the ghetto, so he decided to go back to work, but the next day he returned from 
work and his wife and son were gone. On that day, an SS officer shot Karol, who was just 
two years old, in the head in front of his mother. 
Karol was my uncle—a child who never got to see adulthood, an uncle I never met. I often 
think about how small my family is: I am an only child of only children, with very few 
relatives. A lot of our family are just ghosts—just ghosts of the past who were taken away 
from us by the holocaust. … 
col 1147 The most tragic thing for me is that the fate of the Laks family is not unique or 
rare; it is the common story of European Jewry. … 

 

Andrew Mitchell (Conservative): … Every year, we convene in this Chamber and in 
venues around the country to proclaim, “Never again”—never again will we stay silent in 
the face of hatred, never again will we stand by as people are murdered because of who 
they are, never again will a holocaust be allowed to happen. Yet, around the world, these 
things are happening again and again. … 
We have shamefully borne witness to genocides in Bosnia. I have stood among the 
gravestones at Srebrenica, not many hundreds of miles from here, in Europe, marvelling 
at what took place there. I have stood in Darfur and heard testimony and witness, 
particularly from women, about the brutality of what George Bush, the President of the 
United States, described as a genocide. We have seen these things in Burma too, and in 
Rwanda, where in 1994 nearly 1 million people, predominantly Tutsis, were murdered by 
their Hutu neighbours over 90 days. … 
Once the killing stopped, those allegedly responsible for these appalling events fled far 
and wide, some to neighbouring countries, others to Europe, North America and Canada. 
I regret to say that, in the UK today, five people suspected of taking part in the genocide 
are living freely among us. 
Over the years, many countries, such as Sweden and Canada, which initially harboured 
the suspects, went on to extradite them to Rwanda to face trial in the gacaca courts. Other 
countries, notably Germany, prosecuted the suspects in their own domestic courts.   
col 1148  Britain has done  neither,  even though,  extraordinarily,  the arrest warrants were  
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issued as long ago as 2006. In 2015 and 2017, a British district judge and our own High 
Court ruled that, even though the evidence was compelling, none of the suspects could be 
sent back to Rwanda, because such action could breach their human rights. … 
… we are, alas, still waiting. Last March, a group of senior Members of Parliament and 
peers, including no fewer than three former distinguished Law Officers, decided it was time 
to act. Firm in the belief that the UK should be no safe haven for war criminals, we set up 
the all-party parliamentary group on war crimes, with the sole purpose of seeing what could 
be done to accelerate the investigations and legal proceedings. … 
The job of the new war crimes group is not to presuppose the guilt or innocence of the 
suspects. We simply want to ensure that due process is followed, and that justice, already 
excessively long delayed, is not denied. … 
col 1149 Britain is struggling to complete a process that started 16 years ago. … 
Britain has the rule of law and accountability—values that we should cherish, uphold and 
promote at all times. The situation is inexcusable. We must demonstrate the same sense 
of resolve and urgency when it comes to Rwanda as we rightly did with regard to suspected 
Nazi war criminals. … 

 

Feryal Clark (Labour): … Holocaust Memorial Day is an opportunity to remember, reflect 
and reaffirm—remember the atrocities of the past, reflect on their lasting impact around 
the world, and reaffirm our commitment to ensuring that we never see such atrocities 
again. … 
col 1150 I was born in south-east Turkey and grew up hearing stories about the horrors 
faced by the Armenian people in that region. Almost 100 years ago, a whole culture and a 
whole people were systematically destroyed and had their identity erased in an act of 
appalling violence. Families were torn apart, with children never seeing their parents 
again. Some 1.5 million Armenian men, women and children were killed. Vibrant, 
centuries-old communities were simply wiped off the face of the map. 
Now, over a century later, the fight of Armenian communities around the world for justice 
and recognition goes on. … 
It is time that the Government acted to provide Armenian communities in the UK with the 
recognition they have been fighting for. What happened to Armenian people 100 years 
ago was a genocide,, and it is about time that our Government recognised that. 

 

Bob Blackman (Conservative): … It is fair to say that antisemitism is nothing new. We 
only have to look back to Shakespeare to see that antisemitism was rife during that period 
in our history. It has been prevalent in societies across the world for centuries and it is still 
prevalent today. I recalled earlier the attack on shopkeepers in Stamford Hill only 
yesterday. What makes the holocaust different is that it shows the ultimate destination of 
antisemitism: a systematic attempt to wipe out the Jewish race and anyone of Jewish 
religion—not just people who were openly Jewish, but anyone who had Judaism in their 
genealogy. I speak as someone in that position. I would not be here today if I had been 
alive in Germany in those times. That demonstrates the way in which people’s 
backgrounds were traced to see whether any relative or any person of Jewish blood was 
present. It was systematic, deliberate and intentional. 
I was at school with many Jewish children. No one spoke about the holocaust. Half of my 
class were Jewish, but no one ever spoke about the holocaust during those days. It was 
ignored, perhaps to be airbrushed from history forever, because it was such a tragedy. 
The relatives—fathers and mothers—of many of my friends had come from eastern Europe 
as refugees, but they never spoke about the holocaust either. When we were at school, 
we never got the opportunity to learn about its horrors and what people went through at 
that time. 
col 1151 I remember my first visit to Yad Vashem. It was not the Yad Vashem we see 
today; it was a much smaller, more intimate formation … It was a pivotal moment for me 
… It had the first ever recordings of survivors … plus early photographs and other details 
of what had gone on in Germany and eastern Europe in particular during the holocaust. … 
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Andrew Gwynne (Labour): I have had the privilege of visiting Yad Vashem four or five 
times now, and I remember on one particular occasion going into the cave … where the 
recordings of children’s names and ages just continue. By coincidence, there was a run of 
names, two boys and a girl, the same age that my two boys and my daughter were at that 
time. I broke down in tears, because that is where it really hits home: “This could be you. 
There but for the grace of God go we all. … 

 

Bob Blackman: … I look forward to the holocaust memorial and learning centre’s being 
built, so we can have our own facility where we can commemorate the lives of those who 
were lost, and commemorate those who survived. … 
I have visited Auschwitz-Birkenau, and I believe I share the view of most students who 
have seen Auschwitz for only one day that it would be better if people could stay a little 
longer … 
col 1152 The problem I see with the programme of Auschwitz-Birkenau visits is that 
students learn about what went on there and think that that was it. We must remember that 
it was not just Auschwitz-Birkenau: there was a network of death camps and forced labour 
camps right across eastern Europe and Germany, where Jews and others were forced 
into slave labour and then systematically exterminated. 
I have often wondered how a civilised nation such as Germany could get into a position to 
commit such inhumane acts. When we talk about 6 million Jews being killed, it is a number; 
it is hard to personalise that down to individual circumstances. It is hard to visualise the 
horror of the attempt to wipe out the Jewish race. We should remember that it did not take 
place over one or two years. It was a deliberate, long-term attempt by the Nazis to eliminate 
the Jewish race. 
We should also remember that the roots of the holocaust go back to the end of the great 
war. Germany was subjected to severe reparations. That led to incredible poverty in 
Germany, which then gave rise to the Nazis, who could say, “It’s the Jews’ fault you haven’t 
got any money. Let’s take it out on the Jews. If we take Jews out of their position, we can 
spread the wealth.” It was a deliberate policy of the Nazi party to spread this hatred and it 
should never, ever be allowed to be repeated. There needs to be a greater understanding 
and appreciation that, from the early 1930s onwards, this systematic approach led to the 
Shoah. We have to remember that. 
We must also remember that antisemitism was rife in this country at that time, and we 
should not think that it was not going on elsewhere either. That thought process and the 
demeaning of Jewish people was going on, and that is one reason why few people were 
allowed to escape from Germany and come here. … 
I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute once again to pay tribute to Karen Pollock 
and her brilliant team at the Holocaust Educational Trust, who do such wonderful work to 
educate people … 
One aspect of the Holocaust Educational Trust’s work that has become more important is 
the outreach programme. Last year, more than 600 schools partnered with the trust to 
enhance educational provision. … 

 

col 1154 Marion Fellows (SNP): … When holocaust and genocide survivors are asked to 
provide testimony, they often start with “one day”. One day, Franziska Schwarz Mikus was 
sterilised by the Nazis because she was deaf, as part of their process of persecuting 
anyone who did not fit their ideal. … 
Unfortunately, as time passes since these events, identity-based persecution has not 
lessened. To take one example that has already been referred to, the rate of antisemitism 
in the UK has risen year on year for the past decade.  
col 1155 According to the UK Jewish Community Security Trust, there was a 49% increase 
in antisemitic incidents in the first six months of 2021, compared with the previous year. 
Earlier this month, in another act of antisemitism, this time in Colleyville, Texas, a Jewish 
community was left terrified after hostages were taken by an armed man besieging a 
synagogue. Continual acts of  vandalism and  terror at  synagogues,  mosques,  and other  
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religious places in the UK still take place, far too often by those who wish to foster 
hatred. … 
Far from “never again”, we are seeing mass atrocity crimes again and again, and we need 
the tools to uphold legal obligations and our moral responsibilities abroad. … 
It seems almost unimportant in the context of what I have listened to today, but I also 
remember the effect on my father who was one of the armed forces who helped holocaust 
survivors at Bergen-Belsen and who was forever affected by what he saw. … My 
godmother and aunt told me that he never recovered from what he saw; he was never the 
same person again. This is why it is so important that we remember. … 

 

col 1156 Gagan Mohindra (Conservative): … The holocaust may have ended nearly 80 
years ago, but the lessons that we must learn from genocides should remain with us in the 
generations to come forever. Given that it was such a tragic and disturbing point in our 
global history, I, like many other colleagues, find it hard to digest that it happened less than 
80 years ago. However, there are still Holocaust survivors alive today who share their story 
so that people can hear at first hand what it was like to live in one of the darkest moments 
of our global history—what it was actually like for someone to be persecuted because of 
their ethnicity or their beliefs, and even what it was like to survive being sent to a 
concentration camp. 
I applaud the brave men and women who choose to relive those events time and again, 
but who do so in the hope that their story will prevent a genocide ever happening again. I 
also pay tribute to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and the Holocaust Educational Trust 
for the work that they do to spread awareness and education of the holocaust. … 
It is unfortunate that we will not be able to hear first-hand accounts from holocaust survivors 
forever. There is a real worry that, because of that, our ability to connect with personal 
stories from survivors will reduce. This is something that we need to be conscious of, and 
I know that some excellent work is going on—colleagues have already spoken about this—
to ensure that lived experience is retained for future generations. … 
col 1157 The holocausts and genocides that took place in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and 
Darfur are stark reminders to us all of the darkest times in humanity. It was that humanity 
that was lost and forgotten when the persecution of millions of innocent people took place. 
Let us all never forget the atrocities that have taken place before and make sure that we 
take the lessons from previous genocides to ensure that this never happens again. 

 

Marie Rimmer (Labour): … Bill, a constituent of mine and fellow parishioner who I went 
to church with, once asked to have a few words with me. He was one of those that walked 
into Belsen. He said, “There isn’t enough being said about it, Marie. I am worried that 
people will forget.” … Bill never slept a single night without remembering horror stories and 
having nightmares. … 
The holocaust is the greatest evil that mankind has ever inflicted. It was a systematic 
butchery of Jews, Gypsies, Roma, homosexuals, people with disabilities, and whoever 
else the Nazis believed were undesirable. In the grand scheme of things, it was not that 
long ago that this evil occurred. Many people are still alive today who survived the barbaric 
concentration camps. As someone born just after the war, I am always struck by how 
recent the holocaust still feels. …  
col 1158 The 1930s and ’40s had television, music on the radio, and free elections with 
women able to vote. We are not talking about a historical event that occurred in the dark 
ages; it happened in the modern era. That is why, when we say “Never again,” we must 
mean it, and we must act on it. … 

 

Naz Shah (Labour): … My visit to Yad Vashem will stay with me for all my days. … Six 
million Jews were tragically murdered in the holocaust, millions of others were murdered 
and many became displaced. To truly say “Never again,” we must remember these events 
every year, if not every single day. … 
col 1159 When we speak  about the  holocaust  and look  back at  how the  world  let such  
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things take place, we cannot ignore the scourge of everyday antisemitism, which is very 
real here in Britain, too—the shameful, shameful antisemitism that exists and the rise of 
the far right. We have seen synagogues attacked, the attack yesterday … in Oxford Street 
and the driving of the cars through north London. These are all shameful acts by individuals 
who are clearly filled with hatred. 
From January to June 2021, the Community Security Trust recorded 1,308 anti-Jewish 
hate incidents nationwide. That is a 49% increase from the 875 incidents recorded in the 
first six months of 2020. The rise of antisemitism across our society and in the online world 
must be challenged by individuals, but there is also a huge onus on the Government. The 
online harms Bill is a once-in-a-generation piece of legislation and it must be able to 
combat the online racism and antisemitism that is so prevalent. … 

 

col 1160 Wera Hobhouse (Liberal Democrat): … Whenever I am directly confronted with 
the stories of unspeakable atrocities committed by the German state during the 1930s and 
1940s on the Jewish people, I feel a crushing sense of horror and shame. I was born in 
1960; it was not my generation that was directly responsible for the terror. However, I feel 
acutely a collective responsibility for what happened in my country of origin, and that we 
should never forget and should work towards a world in which such awful suffering never 
happens again. If we want to be serious, we cannot just let the holocaust disappear into 
the history books—another time, another people, another place—but keep it alive and 
learn from it. 
My grandmother was half Jewish. Her first husband was Jewish. My uncle was in Dachau 
in 1936, but got out with the help of Scandinavian friends. … While my mother, who was 
only a quarter Jewish, survived Nazi Germany, her life was marred daily by exclusion, 
discrimination and fear. I would not be here if the war had not ended the way it did, because 
my mother would never have been allowed to meet my father, who was not Jewish.  
My grandmother’s second husband, my grandfather, was not Jewish. He was a judge and 
was appointed to the Court of Appeal in Leipzig in 1927. In 1933, only months after he 
came to power, Hitler installed the Volksgericht, or people’s court, which was a political 
court to deal with anybody who was seen as an enemy of the state and which signalled 
the end of the rule of law. My grandfather resigned. 
My grandfather’s youngest brother was schizophrenic and was murdered by the Nazis 
through one of the programmes of euthanasia. Although that is not directly related to the 
holocaust, it is worth remembering that there were German victims too, like my great-uncle, 
for whom there is no grave either. … 
There are volumes and volumes of history books analysing the rise of the Nazis, citing the 
political instability after the first world war, the loss of national pride in being a great nation, 
and the Russian revolution leading to the fear of communism which drove many Germans 
into the arms of the fascists. It was the extremes of left and right that destroyed the 
moderate political centre. With that came illiberal and intolerant attitudes towards anyone 
who could be painted as the enemy. From there it was only a small step towards viewing 
people from a different race or culture as not being worthy of our human compassion and 
protection. The Nazis deliberately stoked irrational fear to win elections. Once Germans 
had elected, in a democratic vote, a barbaric leader, they could not free themselves from 
the monster they had helped to create. Only a world war did that. 
col 1161 “Wehret den Anfängen”—resist the beginnings—is what I learned from my 
German history lessons. The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust has published “The ten stages 
of genocide” so that people and communities can recognise the warning signs. 
Discrimination, dehuman-isation and polarisation are among those warning signs, and 
sadly they are part of our political reality today, under our own eyes. The fight against 
intolerance, exclusion and inhumanity is ongoing. I owe it to the memory of the millions of 
Jews who perished in the holocaust at the hands of the country where I was born to convert 
the shame that I will always feel into political activism. I will stand up and speak out about 
the need for us to keep our eyes wide open to where barbarism begins. 
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Christian Wakeford: … when people think of the holocaust—the Shoah—we instantly go 
to Auschwitz-Birkenau. We instantly think of Bergen-Belsen. Earlier this week I was in 
Kyiv, in Ukraine, on a European Jewish Association delegation to Babi Yar, which was the 
location for the largest mass grave of 100,000 Jews who were killed one by one. There 
was no gas chamber; they were all shot. Their only crime was being Jewish. … 
As the number of holocaust survivors tragically continues to dwindle, I also pay tribute to 
the second and third generations who are the children and grandchildren of the survivors. 
They work so hard to preserve the memory of their loved ones and ensure that future 
generations are aware of the holocaust, the worst crime ever committed. … 
col 1162 As has been mentioned throughout the debate, the theme of Holocaust Memorial 
Day this year is “One Day”. … It was inconceivable to someone having a happy childhood 
and growing up with a loving family that “One Day”, within a relatively short period, they 
would be facing the most unimaginable horrors. I read the words of a survivor, Iby Knill, 
who stated that from one day to the next, everything could change. She said that one day, 
she was greeted with an embrace; the very next day, people ran across the road to avoid 
being seen with her. … 
It is therefore imperative to tell the whole story of a survivor’s life, and I therefore commend 
the My Voice project, which is co-ordinated by The Fed in my constituency. That project 
documents the life stories of holocaust survivors living in Greater Manchester … The 
concept was provided by Margit Cohen, who came to the UK on the Kindertransport in 
1938. She stated, “I have to tell you my life story, my whole life story before I die.” 
My Voice captures survivors’ stories in their own voices by sound recording and 
transcribing the storyteller’s words into individual books. These are more than just artifacts 
of oral history: they are records of each person’s experience and heritage, encompassing 
their entire life before, during and after the war years. … 

 

col 1163 Taiwo Owatemi (Labour): … when remembering and reflecting, it is crucial that 
we do not picture the atrocities perpetrated during the holocaust as purely historical events. 
The seeds of antisemitic prejudice, distrust and hatred first took root many years prior to 
the ghettos being built, Jewish businesses being destroyed or the trains being loaded, and 
despite the horrors of the holocaust, antisemitism remains with us to this day. Antisemitism 
is felt all too keenly by Jewish communities in this country and across the world. … We 
must never cease trying to understand and comprehend the pernicious antisemitism that 
led to the holocaust and still exists today—only then can we seek to defeat it. 
Secondly, today is an opportunity to celebrate and defend the daily reminders of the Nazi 
defeat. Each synagogue and celebration of Jewish life in this country serves as a powerful 
reminder of the Jewish people’s strength in the face of unspeakable horrors. … 

 

col 1164 Bell Ribeiro-Addy (Labour): … Holocaust Memorial Day is a time for us to 
remember and reflect on some of the most horrendous and atrocious acts committed by 
mankind. We reflect on the harsh conditions forced upon those who, under Nazi ideology 
and eugenics, were deemed secondary beings or subhuman. We remember the 6 million 
Jews who were targeted and murdered by a fascist regime that used vile antisemitism to 
justify and legitimise its cruel treatment of millions of innocents. We must not forget the 
millions of others who were murdered under this regime—millions of Soviet civilians and 
prisoners of war, Roma and Sinti people, Polish, Serbian and Slovenian citizens, LGBT 
people, the disabled and so many more. 
It is important for us to reflect on the antisemitic propaganda and lies that were peddled to 
justify what was one of the biggest atrocities in our modern history, because we are 
currently seeing a situation where antisemitism, hate speech and hate crimes continue to 
rise internationally, in particular across Europe. In Europe, more than one in four Jewish 
people has experienced antisemitic harassment at least once, and almost half have 
expressed that they are worried about being subjected to antisemitic verbal insults or 
harassment. 
Not so long ago,  in June 2019,  Vivienne   Walt pointed  out that for  each of the  previous  
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three years, the UK had reported the highest number of antisemitic incidents ever 
recorded. In France, with the world’s third biggest Jewish population, records showed a 
74% spike in antisemitic acts between 2017 and 2018, and in Germany antisemitic 
incidents had risen by more than 19% on the previous year. We cannot kid ourselves into 
believing that antisemitism was just a problem of the early 20th century; it is very much 
present in today’s society, it is on the rise and it must be stamped out. As a holocaust 
survivor, Primo Levi, wrote: “If understanding is impossible, knowing is imperative, 
because what happened could happen again.” … 
Unfortunately, it seems that we are failing to learn the lessons of those past atrocities; as 
we sit here today, millions of people across the globe are still subjected to targeted 
campaigns of persecution, violence and genocide. … 
col 1165 Time and again, we have seen what happens when prejudice, bigotry, 
xenophobia and racism are left unchecked, allowed to fester and—worse—installed in 
power. We cannot be complacent, given the ever-rising levels of bigotry and all forms of 
racism that we are seeing closer to home. It is crucial that we should proactively condemn 
the far-right ideologies that are rearing their heads in the UK and across Europe, peddled 
by regimes that seek to legitimise the heinous acts that we have seen in the past and are 
still witnessing today. 
When we see far-right extremism being peddled on our own shores and antisemitic and 
racist hate crimes increasing, we must recognise that for what it is. We must stamp it out 
immediately. We must address it and always recommit ourselves to saying, “Never again.” 

 

col 1166 Catherine West (Labour): … I want to reach out to the right hon. Member for 
Newark (Robert Jenrick). If he needs any support, as somebody who has personally 
experienced antisemitism, those of us on the Labour Benches here today would want to 
offer that support, and to remember the Jewish communities still terrified as a result of the 
recent Beth Israel attack in Texas and the traumatising effect it had not only on Jewish 
people in the United States, but across my community. That attack happened in a 
synagogue and I will link that with what we are being encouraged to do tonight: to light a 
candle to represent hope.  
What do we do when we have these terrible situations, such as the one described by my 
hon. Friend the Member for Leeds North West, who explained why he now has such a 
small family—so many of them were killed? What do we do when we hear about attacks 
on a faith community, such as the casual attack overnight on two of the Haredi community 
in Stamford Hill? We try to do as the hon. Member for Bath (Wera Hobhouse) said, not 
shying away from the pain but welcoming it, so that it makes us remember and do things 
differently. … 
A local rabbi in Muswell Hill, David Mason, has joined the Methodist Church, the Quakers 
and a number of other faith communities to provide a warm welcome for refugees, who 
are housed in very low-quality accommodation in quite an affluent part of London. We see 
that inequality, with people who have very little and others who have quite a lot; we walk 
the same streets, but we have different lives. 
Much that is happening at local level is because of the experience that survivors have put 
into practice. It is the women from the synagogue who prepare meals once a month on a 
Sunday, bring toys and games for children to play with, have helped children to register at 
school and assisted refugees to register with a GP, get into college or find a job as a 
bicycle mechanic—all those basics of the journey one makes in a new community. … 

 

col 1167 Tulip Siddiq (Labour): … I am a trustee of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, 
and I want to mention all the work it does in remembering people’s lives, including the 
visits to Auschwitz … It also works to make sure that these things never happen again and 
to raise awareness about subsequent genocides, including in Rwanda and Cambodia. Will 
she join me in paying tribute to the staff, to the trustees, to Laura and Olivia and to 
everyone else at the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust? … 
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Catherine West: Indeed, I will. … 
Madam Deputy Speaker, I know you agree with this being a day when we try to reflect on 
the words we use in Parliament. Some of my Jewish constituents have written to me when 
we have had debates about immigration in the House and asked that we always try to 
have those debates in a respectful way. They have asked that, when we talk about groups 
such as the Gypsy and Traveller community, we try to understand other perspectives and 
not just use language that may denigrate groups that are already experiencing a lot of 
discrimination. … 
One of the other local groups in my constituency, the Sir Martin Gilbert Learning Centre, 
which brings history to life, is another way of not forgetting and of informing a future 
approach that holds the light … so that we can go forward in a positive way, always trying 
to prevent violence from happening again and to remember the lesson about how 
discrimination begins. … 

 

col 1169 Fleur Anderson (Labour): … We cannot say in this debate that mourning and 
remembering is doing enough. We say “never again”; there are things that we can do … 
First, we must remember and mourn the 8 million Jews who died in camps. Every single 
one of them is a story that echoes through the generations. 
“Never again” has become “time and again”. … Genocide remains an ever-present reality 
in Rakhine state, in Xinjiang, in Tigray—I could go on. … 
Another reason why the debate is important is that holocaust denial is shockingly prevalent 
in the UK … A November 2021 survey led by the Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany found that 9% of respondents believed that the holocaust was myth, or 
that the number of Jews killed in the holocaust had been greatly exaggerated. A third of 
respondents reported seeing fake news—holocaust denial or distortion—online. Popular 
social media platforms such as Facebook, YouTube and Twitter were most frequently cited 
as the locations where that material had been seen. …  
If we really mean it when we say “never again”, we should accept that this is where “never 
again” starts. Hate speech is where it starts, and where it has to be stopped. … 
col 1170 The whole process of othering a group of people because of their identity must 
be stopped at every opportunity. Online hate speech, wherever it comes from, is linked to 
rising antisemitism, which Members have mentioned. It is no surprise that between 
January and June 2021, 1,308 antisemitic events were recorded—the highest number in 
any recorded year, and an increase of 49% since 2020. … 
Peacebuilding is not easy. It sounds like it is a nice, cuddly thing to do, but it is actually 
very difficult, especially in areas of conflict. … 
col 1171 I want to highlight four things that we can do. First, we must fulfil existing 
obligations in the United Nations genocide convention and the International Criminal Court 
Act 2001. I remind the House that the UN genocide convention places on the UK these 
responsibilities: an obligation not to commit genocide; an obligation to prevent genocide, 
which, according to the International Court of Justice, has an extraterritorial scope, so it is 
not just about what happens here in the UK; and an obligation to punish genocide. We 
have been hearing that there are war criminals in the UK who are not being taken to 
justice—that must end. … 
Secondly, we need to approach genocide and crimes against humanity as actionable 
events, not just consequences of existing conflict and warfare. … 
Thirdly … there is the need for a national atrocity prevention strategy, a national 
Government-wide strategy on the prevention of genocide that includes domestic and 
foreign policy, putting in place institutional infrastructure to prevent genocide happening in 
the future. … Without such a strategy and without political leadership in the face of today’s 
genocides and campaigns of atrocity crimes, opportunities for the UK to influence, 
mitigate, prevent and protect will continue to be missed and Britain’s promises of “never 
again” remain unfulfilled. Fourthly, we need to support holocaust education and wider 
education about other crimes against humanity and genocides. … 
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col 1172 Jim Shannon (DUP): … The holocaust is the most abominable and systematic 
act of genocide in history and, for some, it happened in living memory. I want to speak 
today in remembrance of the 6 million Jews who lost their lives. Every single life has a 
name, and behind every one of those 6 million names is a story. …  

 

John Hayes (Conservative): … Holocaust survivors are becoming fewer. They visit as 
many schools and educate as many young people as they can. Their testimony can be 
made available to all schools. I wonder if we should all, as Members of Parliament, ask 
the schools in our localities to use that testimony as part of their curriculum work to remind 
people why this must never happen again. 

 

col 1173 Jim Shannon: … We talk about genocide and today is about the holocaust, but 
it is also a day … to remember those who have been subject to persecution, such as 
Christians across the world and in the middle east, China and North Korea; the Uyghurs 
in China; the Baha’is in Iran; the Shias in Iran and Iraq; the Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia; 
the Muslims in India; the Hindus in Pakistan; the Yazidis in Iraq; and the Hazaras in 
Afghanistan. All those are being tortured and murdered because of their beliefs … 
I also want to tell the House about an Austrian refugee, Alfred Neumann, who arranged 
visas and brought Jewish refugees from Vienna to Newtownards … It has been said that 
no one in Northern Ireland saved more lives from the holocaust than Alfred Neumann … 
These efforts, during a period of persecution and loss are worthy of the deepest respect … 
col 1174 It is imperative that remembrance of the holocaust remains a vital element of our 
curriculum, so I thank my friend and colleague Peter Weir MLA, who as the then Northern 
Ireland Education Minister allocated funding of £160,000 to support the Holocaust 
Educational Trust to deliver the Lessons from Auschwitz project to Northern Ireland 
schools and colleges as part of our education programme. … 
I would like to take a minute to highlight the fact, which many hon. Members have referred 
to, that antisemitism still pervades our society. It is an evil stain on mankind, and for that 
reason we must continue to support lessons about the holocaust, listen to those remaining 
few who bore witness, and remember. We must be clear that antisemitism was the 
foundation on which the genocidal plan was built. The personal narratives of those who 
survived to bear witness must never be diluted or diminished. 
The holocaust remains on the conscience of humanity because in the middle of the 20th 
century—the most progressive century in human history—humanity experienced its 
greatest failure. … 

 

col 1175 Margaret Ferrier (Independent): … To look at one day almost does not seem 
enough. The atrocities of the holocaust and many other campaigns of persecution 
spanned years. How can we compact the detail and express the horrors fully based on 
any one day from the period? … It reminds us that that one day is a day in the life of those 
who survived and of those who did not; it is not a day consigned only to the history books.  
The one day that I would like to tell the House about is one of courage, honour and a lasting 
promise. The exact date is unknown; it is a memory of a father retold by his son. Enver 
Alia Sheqer recalls the bravery of his father, Ali Sheqer Pashkaj, who ran a small 
convenience store in Pukë, Albania. One day, German Nazis stopped by in a van filled 
with Albanians sentenced to hard labour and a Jewish man due to be shot. 
The story goes that Ali, who spoke German, invited the Nazis in and plied them with drink. 
Once they were adequately distracted, he slipped the Jewish man a note hidden in a 
melon, instructing him how to escape and where to hide until Ali could retrieve him. When 
the Nazis realised what had happened, they threatened Ali’s life. They held a gun to his 
head as they interrogated him, but he did not give up his secret. Eventually, the Nazis 
moved on. Ali went back for the Jewish man and sheltered him for the rest of the war. That 
man survived the war, moved to Mexico and became a dentist. 
I chose that day because it is a story of besa, the Albanian code of honour. It is often 
reported that  Albania ended  the war  with a larger  Jewish population  than it started with.  
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Many Jews found sanctuary in Albania, and even after the German occupation the 
Albanian people refused to break besa. They would not turn over the Jews to whom they 
provided shelter; they would continue to hide and protect them. … 

 

col 1176 Kirsten Oswald (SNP): … Holocausts do not just happen overnight; they creep 
up on us gradually, with intolerance, hatred, and the othering of minority groups being 
allowed to happen, little by little, because nobody is brave enough to … say “No, that’s not 
right. We don’t treat people badly just because of their identity or just because they are 
different to us.” 
I have spoken in this debate every year since I was elected, and it grieves me to say that 
I feel a bit less positive than I have done in previous debates. I am concerned about rising 
intolerance, hatred, and a populist divisiveness, which is fanned online but absolutely 
exists in real life too across the world, near and far. … 
col 1177 I have seen Henry Wuga and his late wife Ingrid speaking to young people about 
their experience so that generations of the future can learn from the past. Henry is an 
amazing man. This morning, he was on Radio Scotland encouraging young people to be 
aware of fake news and emphasising that we must always remember to learn … Such 
conversations, hearing directly from people who have experienced the holocaust or more 
recent genocides, are one of the most powerful ways of ensuring that the lessons that we 
must heed are heard. … 
The Holocaust Educational Trust supports initiatives such as the vision schools 
programme …The importance of proactive work that supports communities to come 
together against antisemitism, Islamophobia, hatred and prejudice has never been more 
important, and communal organisations such as the Scottish Council of Jewish 
Communities and the Glasgow Jewish Representative Council are often at the forefront of 
making that happen. 
The Glasgow Jewish Representative Council recently hosted an excellent interfaith event 
where there was an unplanned but profoundly moving moment: the first ever Muslim 
student at Scotland’s only Jewish primary school was overjoyed to meet his Jewish 
headteacher again after many intervening years—they were both overjoyed, actually. That 
reinforced the importance of standing together to appreciate differences and calling out 
hate. … 
Another one day that I will remember for the rest of my life was a very different kind of day: 
the day when I visited Yad Vashem and saw the reality of the holocaust writ large. I saw 
the magnitude of this stain on humanity, with the cold-blooded murder of men, women and 
children—so many of them—because they were Jewish, black gay, disabled, Roma or 
Sinti. Their photographs are there—so many photographs have been carefully collected in 
the time since—which is deeply upsetting to see. They bring home to you how, one day, 
everyday people living everyday lives—they were just people—were ripped away and 
killed in unimaginable horror and unimaginable numbers. … 
Unfathomable numbers of people were murdered in the holocaust, but we must never 
forget that each one was an individual person—a loved and missed mum or dad, son or 
daughter—and not just a number to be tallied up.  
col 1178 One of them is the only Scot named as righteous among the nations at Yad 
Vashem, Jane Haining. … 
Jane Haining grew up in Dunscore in the Scottish Borders and later travelled to Budapest 
to take up the post of matron in a Church of Scotland missionary school where many 
Jewish students were educated. She resisted calls from the Church to come home when 
it became clear that the situation was becoming very dangerous. Because she refused to 
leave her students alone to face their fate, she paid for her compassion and solidarity with 
her life. She was transported to Auschwitz along with them, and she died. … 

 

col 1179 Sarah Owen (Labour): … I echo the pledge that others have made today to fight 
racism and prejudice wherever they are found.  I stand in solidarity with Members on both  
 



 19 

 

sides of the House in that commitment, as does the Labour party. Wherever and whenever 
we see the poison of division and hatred raise its ugly head, we must address it, even 
when it is uncomfortably close to home, which is why our party’s move to a new 
independent complaints process has been welcomed by many. It involved extensive 
engagement with the Jewish Labour movement and the Jewish community, and it is an 
important step in showing that Labour is, and always will be, the party of equality. 
Just as they did then, many decades ago, people, sadly, still need a voice of equality and 
diversity in the face of tyranny and fascism. Tragically, world leaders are not learning the 
lessons of the past fast enough. We see that, as we stare at the horror of genocide 
currently taking place in Xinjiang against the Uyghur Muslims and the more recent 
genocides that have taken place in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur and against 
the Yazidi and Rohingya, which we are all remembering here today. … 
I believe that we can have a better future, but it will not come without courage—the courage 
to stand up to tyranny and oppression wherever we see it, whether that be through 
diplomacy, through trade measures such as the genocide amendment, or by standing 
shoulder to shoulder with those who are oppressed simply because of who they are—
because that one day, when there is no longer war or genocide, will always be worth 
striving for. 

 

col 1181 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Levelling-Up, Housing and 
Communities (Eddie Hughes): … Eighty years ago, on a January day not unlike this one, 
senior Government officials of Nazi Germany met at Wannsee on the outskirts of Berlin to 
discuss the implementation of the final solution to the Jewish question. Almost 60 years 
later, world leaders came together in Stockholm and declared this one day to be Holocaust 
Memorial Day. Two decisions—one that saw the destruction of the European Jewish 
community and a second that ensures they are never forgotten. … 
We know that, far too often in far too many places, people have failed to support Jewish 
communities under threat. In Nazi-occupied Europe, not only were synagogues destroyed, 
but millions of Jewish people had their property stolen by the Nazis and their state-
sponsored cohorts. In the aftermath of the holocaust, returning victims were forced to 
navigate a frequently unclear and difficult legal path to recover their property from 
Governments and neighbours who had failed to protect them and were often complicit in 
their persecution. 
For my part, I have visited Israel three times. On the last visit … I had the opportunity to 
visit Yad Vashem. I have seen for myself the members of the thriving and vibrant Jewish 
community going about their daily lives in a safer environment that they can now call home, 
but with echoes of communities previously extinguished across Europe. In July this year, 
I will be in Poland for my brother’s wedding, and I will take the opportunity to visit 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, hear these stories myself and bear witness to the terrible events that 
took place there. 
Today, we also consider the plight of the many survivors who have persevered for years 
in attempting to recover their family’s property, with little hope that they would succeed. 
They are men such as Leo Wiener who still face an upward battle to get reparation for 
homes and properties stolen by the Nazis and their collaborators. While some countries 
have made some effort to pay contributions, many have not. Leo came to London with his 
parents before the war from what was then Czechoslovakia. The family ran several 
businesses across Ostrava that were confiscated by the Nazis. Leo’s grandparents, aunts 
and uncles were all murdered in Treblinka. After the war, Leo’s father returned to 
Czechoslovakia to try to retrieve the family’s possessions. The family home was still 
standing, but had been looted. He tried over many years to get his property returned, first 
under the communists and later when the Berlin wall fell, but to no avail. Leo took on his 
father’s quest, but despite years of effort, he was told he was not a close enough relative 
to his grandparents to claim compensation. 
col 1182 Leo is not the only one. In Poland, despite years of campaigning, there is still no  
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compensation scheme for private property. … I would urge all countries that have yet to 
pay restitution or that have outstanding cases to ensure that holocaust survivors and their 
families finally see justice. 
Sadly, across the globe there are still malicious people who actively deny the reality of the 
holocaust and seek to minimise the extent of the atrocities committed against the Jewish 
people. They try to cast doubt on the use of gas chambers, mass shootings, deliberate 
starvation and the intended genocide of the whole Jewish people. Of equal and growing 
concern is holocaust distortion, which is more mainstream, but just as pernicious. It is a 
subtle and sinister approach that questions numbers and assigns different descriptions to 
places. Death camps are redesignated as “transit camps”. We have seen lockdown 
restrictions likened to the Nazi persecution of Jews; we have witnessed anti-vaxxers and 
others pinning yellow stars to their chests across Europe, and even in some parts of the 
United States. 
However, we do holocaust remembrance a disservice if we remember the dead and forget 
the present persecution of Jewish people across the world. In December we witnessed a 
despicable act of antisemitism on the streets of London when a hate-filled group of men 
targeted a bus in Oxford Street, performing Nazi salutes and spitting at Jewish families 
celebrating Hannukah, and just over a week ago we saw terrifying events unfold at a 
synagogue in Texas, where the perpetrator was one of our own citizens. The impact of 
this attack on the Jewish community must not be understated. It underscores the need for 
the Government to continue working hand in hand with the Jewish community to ensure 
that synagogues, Jewish schools and communal buildings are protected. We have already 
provided £14 million of Government support this financial year. I am proud that my 
Department and many others in Government are helping the Holocaust Educational Trust 
to work with universities across the country in challenging the scourge of antisemitism. 
Like a number of the previous speakers, I pay tribute to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, 
to its chief executive, Olivia Marks-Woldman OBE, and to her team, who deliver the annual 
Holocaust Memorial Day ceremony and thousands of local activities across the country. I 
also thank the chief executive of the Holocaust Educational Trust, Karen Pollock CBE, who 
works tirelessly to ensure that the next generation learn about the holocaust through the 
“Lessons from Auschwitz” programme. … 
col 1183 Teaching the next generation about the history of the holocaust is paramount 
when it comes to ensuring that our values of pluralism, democracy and tolerance will never 
be taken for granted. That is why building the new national holocaust memorial and 
learning centre next to the Houses of Parliament is so important. The centre will let people 
view Britain’s story in the 1930s and 1940s in its entirety. It will shine a light on the positive 
contribution that we made to ridding the world of Nazism, but it will also tell the stories of 
internment, of professional, well-qualified Jewish women forced into domestic service as 
the price of security, and the activities of home-grown fascists. We will recognise the 
10,000 children saved through the Kindertransport initiative, but also acknowledge that 
their parents were not welcome, and many of the children never saw their parents again. 

 

Andrew Percy: … Does he agree that when the centre is up and running, we must find a 
way to ensure that students all over the United Kingdom can have access to it?  

 

Eddie Hughes: … It is not just a question of reading about these things in textbooks; it is 
a question of the opportunity to have the story brought to life, and I strongly believe that 
the centre will do exactly that. 

 

Wera Hobhouse: In my speech I briefly mentioned my uncle, who got out of Dachau and 
was then interned on the Isle of Man for the whole of the war and could never really 
integrate. It is so important for people who come here as refugees to be properly integrated 
and to become part of our communities. 

 

Eddie Hughes: Again, I completely agree. This handing down and sharing of stories and 
information, person to person, from one generation to another is vital. 
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While we will recall 6 million Jewish men, women and children murdered during the 
holocaust, there will also be many deeds of singular courage and resistance, such as those 
of our own Frank Foley, who was based in the British Embassy in Berlin and bent the rules 
to help thousands of Jewish families escape Nazi Germany before the outbreak of the 
second world war. One of them was the father-in-law of my right hon. Friend the late James 
Brokenshire … Sadly, in the not-too-distant future the holocaust will pass from living 
memory to history. The new holocaust memorial and learning centre will keep alive the 
memory of those who were murdered during the holocaust and subsequent genocides. 
col 1184 Despite our failure to learn the lessons of the past, we must not give up hope that 
one day we can imagine a world free of genocide, a world that fully grasps what happens 
when hatred, intolerance, prejudice and antisemitism are left unchallenged. That very hope 
was echoed during last year’s Holocaust Memorial Day debate, when our hon. Friend the 
late Sir David Amess said: “I simply do not understand and have never understood 
antisemitism. The most important lesson from the holocaust is that although we cannot 
police the world, it is simply not acceptable to stand by and do and say nothing when 
genocide happens.”—[Official Report, 28 January 2021; Vol. 688, c. 624.] … 

 

Robert Jenrick: … When I attend these debates, I often think of the debate that took place 
in this House before the second world war, on 21 November 1938, which ultimately led to 
the Kindertransport. That debate was opened by the then Member for Derby South, Philip 
Noel-Baker, who said: “Dr. Goebbels said the other day that he hoped the outside world 
would soon forget the German Jews. He hopes in vain. His campaign against them will go 
down in history”, as one of the greatest stains on humanity. 
He added: “Let there go with it another memory, the memory of what the other nations did 
to wipe the shame away.”—[Official Report, 21 November 1938; bewVol. 341, c. 1440.] … 
I close with a prayer in honour of the 6 million souls who perished in the holocaust: 
Oseh shalom bimromav 
Hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu 
V’al kol Yisrael. 
V’imru Amen. 
col 1185 May he who creates peace in the heavens create peace for us, and for all the 
world. 

 

Deputy Speaker (Nigel Adams): We will never forget the inhumanity or the cruelty of the 
atrocities, or the unconscionable pain that millions suffered. Not in our name. Nor should 
we ever forget the bravery of so many people who fought against this evil. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-01-27/debates/8DC4B0B6-3053-4F80-
A777-D5592A453D2A/HolocaustMemorialDay  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Business of the House 
col 1097 Anneliese Dodds (Labour Co-op): … Today is Holocaust Memorial Day, and 
this afternoon’s crucial debate will allow Members across the House to mark the day. I pay 
tribute to all the survivors for their bravery and generosity in reliving enormously traumatic 
personal experiences to educate us. I also thank the Holocaust Educational Trust and the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust for all the work they do to ensure that such atrocities never 
happen again. … 

col 1098 Jacob Rees-Mogg: … The hon. Lady is absolutely right to highlight 
Holocaust Memorial Day. I thank the Opposition Front-Bench team for not putting 
in any urgent questions today, and I am glad that there are no statements either so 
that we can devote the whole time to debating Holocaust Memorial Day, which is, I 
think, what the whole House wanted. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-01-28/debates/C0FE9708-9882-4882-B192-BAB440CDC202/HolocaustMemorialDay2021#contribution-A7E3A3A7-F7EA-4348-9D88-92ED8EE67CF7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/1938-11-21/debates/133ef530-1ea4-4835-839b-c9889e0481c0/RacialReligiousAndPoliticalMinoritieshighlight=goebbels#contribution-3a5185b1-f0f6-421b-b481-30a735fb8f5c
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-01-27/debates/8DC4B0B6-3053-4F80-A777-D5592A453D2A/HolocaustMemorialDay
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-01-27/debates/8DC4B0B6-3053-4F80-A777-D5592A453D2A/HolocaustMemorialDay
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col 1100 Pete Wishart (SNP):  Let me first echo and support the comments of the hon. 
Member for Oxford East (Anneliese Dodds) about Holocaust Memorial Day. I think we are 
all looking forward to this afternoon’s debate. … 

 

col 1102 Ian Mearns (Labour): … Can I thank you, Mr Speaker, and the business 
managers in the House for helping us by devoting the remainder of today to the important 
debate on and commemoration of Holocaust Memorial Day? It is so important to so many 
of our constituents, and to mine in particular in the constituency of Gateshead, which has 
a very large Haredi Jewish community. 

 

col 1108 Tom Hunt (Conservative):  On Holocaust Memorial Day, we think about some 
of the groups that continue to be persecuted across the world. Last weekend, I had the 
great pleasure of visiting the Cox’s Bazar Rohingya Muslim refugee camp; it was an 
incredibly emotional experience. I spoke to two child refugees and said to them, “What’s 
your wish? What’s your dream?” It was very simple—they simply wanted to return home. 
They did not want to go anywhere else. They just wanted to go home and they wanted to 
live free from persecution. … 

 

col 1111 Felicity Buchan (Conservative):  On this Holocaust Memorial Day, I would like 
to pay tribute to my constituent Marika Henriques. Marika was born in Hungary. At the age 
of nine, she got separated from her family and she became a hidden child during the war. 
Mercifully, she survived and now she is resident in my constituency. I would like to thank 
my Front Bench colleagues, my right hon. Friend the Leader of the House and you, Mrusb 
Speaker, for making so much time available for today’s debate. May I ask that this also 
happens in subsequent years? 

col 1112 Jacob Rees-Mogg: The individual stories of those now in very old age 
are of the greatest importance and are incredibly moving, whenever Members come 
across them, and it is so important that they are recorded and restored for posterity. 
I am glad to say that both last year and this year we were able to avoid any urgent 
questions or statements on Holocaust Memorial Day. It would be wrong of me to 
promise that that can be guaranteed in future, but I can assure the Chairman of the 
Backbench Business Committee that as long as I am the Leader of the House, that 
will certainly be my aim. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-01-27/debates/9C5F27CB-F106-4F8A-
92C5-D27900A5098D/BusinessOfTheHouse  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Liz Truss: Important discussion with members of the Jewish community in Belfast on 
Holocaust Memorial Day. Today we remember the 6 million Jewish men, women and 
children murdered during the Holocaust. We will stand up to the scourge of antisemitism 
and prejudice in all forms #HMD2022 
https://twitter.com/trussliz/status/1486725927954354188  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
12.51 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): … it is clear that we are close to a moment when 
the diminishing number of survivors of the Holocaust will be with us no longer. … 
In the past 18 months, Eastwood has lost two of its most formidable yet charismatic 
members of our community: Judith Rosenberg, Scotland’s last survivor of Auschwitz, and 
Ingrid Wuga, a beneficiary, with her husband Henry, of the Kindertransport … 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-01-27/debates/9C5F27CB-F106-4F8A-92C5-D27900A5098D/BusinessOfTheHouse
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-01-27/debates/9C5F27CB-F106-4F8A-92C5-D27900A5098D/BusinessOfTheHouse
https://twitter.com/trussliz/status/1486725927954354188
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Ingrid and Henry Wuga settled in Glasgow and, tirelessly, until her death in her 90s, Ingrid 
actively supported the work of Holocaust education and awareness in schools and 
communities. In her last five years alone, while in her 90s, she spoke to some 5,000 adults 
and children through the Holocaust Educational Trust’s outreach programme. … 
… this was a Holocaust that was visited on people—on individuals who are in our 
community now who lost parents, grandparents and countless relatives and friends. We 
should never lose sight of the personal in any commemoration or remembrance of the 
Holocaust. 
Auschwitz might have been liberated on this day in 1945, but it was this week in 1942, 
almost 80 years ago, that the infamous Wannsee conference took place and its notorious 
protocol was agreed. It was there, under the cold direction of Reinhard Heydrich and 
scribed by Adolf Eichmann, that the world’s first Holocaust was signed off … 
The one surviving copy of the protocol, which was called in evidence at Nuremberg, is 
municipally bland, even if its meaning is anything but. This, then, was the final destination 
of Nazi antisemitism and the relentless prejudice and persecution that had been 
systematically prosecuted and entrenched since Hitler came to power in 1932. Hundreds 
of thousands had by then already been murdered, but now and within weeks extermination 
was to progress on an unprecedented scale and with an unprecedented fervour, claiming 
the lives of 6 million Jews and millions more besides—Hitler’s so-called “final solution”. … 
Antisemitism and racial, sexual and genetic prejudice were not the unique preserve of Nazi 
Germany. … in 1946, the year after world war two, more Jews were murdered across 
Europe than in the 13 years before the war combined. Many were killed where they stood 
when they finally made it back to homes that were now occupied by others. Nazi Germany 
fell; antisemitism existed before it and has prevailed since, and it has done so across our 
continent as much as anywhere else. … 
How hollow, then, is the mantra “never again”. Holocaust memorial day serves as a 
commemoration of those lost not only in the Holocaust but in the multiple genocides in the 
near 80 years since. Importantly, it must remind us of an enduring and permanent duty not 
just to pay lip service on days such as this but to confront, challenge, educate and defeat 
the forces harbouring and perpetuating genocidal schemes and all that underpins and 
facilitates them. … 

 

13.00 Annabelle Ewing (SNP): … As we know, Anne [Frank] was never to reach 
womanhood. The Frank family were caught by the Nazis on 4 August 1944 after being in 
hiding for 25 months. Anne, along with her older sister Margot, died in Bergen-Belsen, in 
early spring 1945, just a few months short of what would have been her 16th birthday. 
However, Anne’s diary lives on, as it speaks to every young Jewish girl of the Holocaust. 
It speaks to those who, like Anne, did not reach womanhood, as well as those who reached 
it but were unutterably altered. It speaks to the young Jewish girls whose entire families 
were murdered by the clinical and calculated killing machine that was Nazi Germany and 
to those who therefore had no mother, father, grandmother, grandfather, uncles, aunts, 
brothers or sisters. 
It speaks to the young Jewish girls who had to try to make a life, following liberation, against 
the backdrop of the barbarism and obscenity that had been visited upon them and to those 
who had lost their hopes, dreams and aspirations, and their very belief in humanity. For 
every young Jewish girl, I bear witness. … 

 

13.05 Sharon Dowey (Conservative): … One would have hoped to have seen some 
change with the arrival of the new millennium, but the list stretches on until today. For 
people in Myanmar or Kurdistan, genocide is not some distant memory but a reality with 
which they must live and that we must confront rather than commemorate. … 
… the Holocaust will, unfortunately, cease to be a living memory as time goes by. Many 
survivors, such as Ingrid Wuga, directed education efforts worldwide through speaking 
about the horrors through which they had lived, but that experience is slipping away. As 
we all know too well, history is all too often doomed to repeat itself. … 
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13.08 Kenneth Gibson (SNP): … This year’s theme—“one day”—will mean different 
things to different people. We can hope that, one day, there will be no more persecution 
or genocide. However, the fact that oppression of minorities has existed for millennia and 
has impacted all corners of the globe does not bode well for that. … 
One day can also change a life and set in motion a chain of events that symbolise 
horrendous times and can make the face of one person the face of 6 million people. One 
such day was the warm and sunny 4 August 1944, when the lives of the Frank and Van 
Pels families and that of Fritz Pfeffer changed drastically, as did those of their selfless 
helpers. … 
The outcome of a six-year investigation by an international cold-case team that was led by 
a retired Federal Bureau of Investigation agent concluded that a notary and member of a 
Jewish council pointed the Nazis towards a secret attic. I will not name him, because I am 
not convinced that conclusive evidence has been produced. … 
It has still not been proved that there was a betrayal, and it is possible that the discovery 
was collateral to a raid on the offices in the front house, where minor business illegalities 
took place. Furthermore, the alleged traitor and his family had gone into hiding in 1943, 
where they remained for most of the war. With so many factors remaining unexplained, 
how can we so easily accuse someone of sending people to their deaths? We should be 
particularly careful about adopting a narrative that says that Jews, under the threat of their 
own families being murdered, are to blame for Holocaust deaths. … 
What befell the few who survived? What happened when they returned to what they once 
called home? … 
In post-war Europe, surviving Jews were driven away from their pre-war communities by 
the thousand, and were murdered by the hundred. Forty-seven Jews were murdered in a 
particularly vicious pogrom in the Polish city of Kielce, where only 200 of the city’s 30,000 
pre-war Jewish population had survived. 
Persecution continues today against the Rohingya in Myanmar, under the watchful eye of 
the formerly virtuous Aung San Suu Kyi. China has been killing, torturing and re-educating 
Uyghur Muslims for years, yet the world merrily gears up for the Beijing winter Olympics. 
Genocides in Rwanda and Srebrenica took place only in the 1990s. 
Not only today but every day, let us remember the millions who were murdered in the 
Holocaust and all other genocides; those who suffered in concentration camps, ghettos 
and the killing fields; those who endured months or years of existence in secret hideouts; 
the heroic individuals who risked all to help; and those who found refuge elsewhere. Let 
us encourage others to speak out and challenge discrimination and persecution. Then, 
perhaps, one day, it will stop. … 

 

13.13 Sarah Boyack (Labour): … In my studies at university, the Holocaust was modern 
history. We still had a raft of family members who were alive during the second world war. 
From my childhood, I remember my father’s Jewish friend and colleague, who had come 
with his wife to make a new life in Scotland. However, to young people today, the 
Holocaust is history—they do not have such family connections—so the memories that 
survivors share with us today are especially precious, and we must share those 
experiences. … 
As colleagues from across the chamber have highlighted, in recent years we have seen 
genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Darfur and Bosnia. The challenge to us, as MSPs from 
different parties, is to come together on the issue, and to build a more inclusive society. 
People are still being attacked because of their religious beliefs and ethnic backgrounds. 
As Professor Joe Goldblatt noted in The Scotsman this week, antisemitism has been on 
the rise in the last decade and, shockingly, there was a 49 per cent increase in 
antisemitism in the first six months of last year. … 

 

13.16 Collette Stevenson (SNP): … It is crucial that we all reflect on the Holocaust … We 
must never forget that 6 million Jewish people were murdered in Europe in that barbaric 
period. We must also  remember the personal stories of those whose lives were taken too  
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soon, and of those who survived. I commend the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust, 
which is vital in that regard. 
I welcome the recent United Nations resolution to further tackle antisemitism and 
Holocaust denial, but it is painful that such prejudices and hate towards entire groups of 
people, including Jews, are still here. Just as the defeat of the Nazis was not the end of 
antisemitism, the Holocaust was not the end of genocide. … 
I want to talk about Lanarkshire’s own Ian Forsyth, who sadly passed away last month. Ian 
was one of the first soldiers to arrive at and liberate the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 
in 1945. After having witnessed the worst of man’s behaviour towards fellow human 
beings, that day never left Ian. For the rest of his life, he dedicated himself to Holocaust 
education. … 
Through education, we need to ensure that we build the ethos of tolerance and respect for 
all. We need to remember the words of Ian Forsyth, who urged us to “stand together 
against oppression wherever we see it”. 
We need to act to ensure that, one day, genocide will be a thing of the past. … 
 

13.20 Maggie Chapman (Green): … The Holocaust does not sit in isolation. It emerged 
from a broader culture of racism that was based on conspiracy theories. Although the 
actions of the Nazi regime stand out, they are part of a history of oppression of minorities 
in Europe that stretches back centuries. Antisemitism was widespread in early 20th century 
Europe. The tsarist forgery of “The Protocols of the Elders of Zion” crystallised a number 
of accusations against the Jews of Europe. Many of the antisemitic tropes that we see 
today, including the spurious claim about control of finance and the media, feature in those 
protocols. 
At a time when the circulation of myths and untruths in the media is especially problematic, 
we must learn from that situation. Just as mass literacy allowed credulous people to be 
taken in by forgeries, so mass communication allows for fake news to spread. 
Antisemitism was common at the highest levels of society, from Henry Ford to the British 
royal family. The actions of the Nazis were horrific, but they were based on a set of beliefs 
that circulated, and was accepted, widely. 
One antisemitic conspiracy that we must confront is the replacement theory that is 
expounded by associates of former US President Donald Trump and others. As recently 
as 2017, neo-Nazis marched in Charlottesville, Virginia, chanting, “Jews will not replace 
us.” 
Given the determination of many to import US trends wholesale, we must ensure that we 
reject that pernicious idea. 
It is dangerous to isolate the actions of the Nazis from those of wider society. As Primo 
Levi pointed out: “Monsters exist, but they are too few in number to be truly dangerous. 
More dangerous are the common men, the functionaries ready to believe and to act without 
asking questions.” 
Violence sprang from a well of prejudice and was not limited to the years 1941 to 1945. It 
sits in a long history of attacks on Jews, which stretches from the massacre of Jews at 
Clifford’s tower in York in 1190, through the persecution of the Jews of Iberia in the 15th 
and 16th centuries, to the tsarist pogroms of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Each of those rounds of persecution was the result of threats to the established order. 
Lashing out at minorities is a common tactic, and we must not forget that it is not just Jews 
who have been treated in that way. The Holocaust was an act of power that attacked Roma 
and Sinti people and LGBTQI people. … 
We, in this Parliament, need to consider our actions very carefully. We have seen an 
enormous rise in anti-trans hate crime, and we have seen Roma communities and Scottish 
Traveller communities being used for the cheapest of political point scoring. We are at risk 
of contributing to exactly the atmosphere of hate against minorities from which the 
Holocaust sprang. Hate does not always come in jackboots; sometimes, it arrives wearing 
a nice  suit,  muttering  about  “justified  concerns”  and creating an  environment  in which  
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prejudice can slip into violence. 
It is a task for all of us to prevent the atmosphere of hate that leads to violence, so we have 
a duty to tackle prejudice right now, not just when hate turns violent. Then, one day, we 
will have created a better world. … 

 

13.24 Kaukab Stewart (SNP): … In our struggle to comprehend the incomprehensible, 
survivor testimony has always been one of the strongest tools that we have. As such, I 
would like to thank the Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre in Garnethill, in my constituency, 
for sharing two stories with me and for keeping these memories alive through an extensive 
collection of refugee testimonies, documents and information about how the Nazi regime 
impacted the lives of people in Scotland. … 
Dorrith Marianne Oppenheim was Jewish. She was just seven years old in July 1939 when 
she left Kassel in Germany and came to Scotland via Kindertransport just weeks before 
the outbreak of the second world war. Her grandfather had received an iron cross for his 
services in the Red Cross in the first world war, as did her father, Hans Oppenheim, who 
was an officer in the dragoons. However, that could not save them from the Nazis. 
Dorrith’s parents were unable to follow their daughter to Scotland and later perished in 
Auschwitz. A young Christian couple from Edinburgh, Fred and Sophie Gallimore, took in 
the young girl. Dorrith lived and worked in Scotland, later marrying Andrew Sim in 1952, 
and raised her family in Ayrshire. When she passed away in 2012, her family gifted 
thousands of documents, letters, photographs, papers, books and artefacts to the Scottish 
Jewish Archives Centre. … 
… for the estimated thousands and thousands of Jewish refugees who came to Scotland 
before, during and after the second world war, this country was their salvation. We 
represented safety, acceptance and a light in the darkest of times. … 

 

13.29 Alex Cole-Hamilton (Liberal Democrat): … When we remember the Holocaust, 
we are reflecting on one of the most horrific and barbaric acts in human history: the 
mechanised slaughter of 17 million people, more than a third of them Jewish, of entire 
communities, of huge segments of entire races, and, indeed, of anyone the Nazis found 
to be in any way deviant or defective, as they saw it in their world view. They were rounded 
up, shipped to camps such as Auschwitz and Belsen and murdered. 
Today is also an important opportunity to remember the victims of other genocides around 
the world in our own time … 
As Maggie Chapman reminds us through the words of Primo Levi, monsters are real … 
and the horrors of the Holocaust are a grim and obscene reminder of what can happen 
when we fail to recognise them and when we turn a blind eye to them. … Elie Wiesel, a 
survivor of Auschwitz, warns us against that. He tells us: “We must take sides. Neutrality 
helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the 
tormented.” … 
We must remember that the Nazi regime was made possible only with the blind capitulation 
of thousands of otherwise normal people. The Nazis were successful at mass murder 
because they desensitised and normalised it. They inured every level of government and 
military to atrocity with endless layers of bureaucracy that reduced millions of precious 
lives to simple lines in a ledger book. That was described as the “banality of evil” by 
Hannah Arendt in her book about the trial of Adolf Eichmann. 
In these times of relative harmony and liberty, it is vital that we do not become complacent 
to the danger of something like the Holocaust ever happening again. Indeed, if somebody 
living in Bremen or Cologne in 1930 had been warned of what would unfold in the coming 
years, they might well have said, “Something like that could never happen, and certainly 
not here.” We must not become complacent. We must remember. … 
Challenging antisemitism and Holocaust denial falls to each of us. We have seen the grim 
evidence of its revival in the rise of casual antisemitism in UK politics and in the mass 
shootings and hostage taking in US synagogues. It is not going away, and we must do 
everything that we can to stamp it out. 
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The fact that we are here, living among many of the communities and minority groups that 
the Holocaust and the Nazi regime sought to extinguish, and the fact that we stand united 
in this chamber in our remembrance of them and those awful events, and in our opposition 
to the twisted ideologies that they were born out of, is evidence that the Nazis failed, that 
that sort of darkness will always fail, and that the human spirit will triumph over evil. Let us 
ensure with every fibre of our beings that that remains so. … 

 

13.34 Emma Harper (SNP): … It is extremely important that young people have the 
opportunity to visit the sites of the concentration camps and experience what for me was 
only reflected in school history books. I recognise the work of the Holocaust Educational 
Trust and its continued commitment to supporting our young people’s education. I also 
want to mention the work of Vision Schools Scotland … As many young people, particularly 
in Scotland and across the western world, have no lived experience of far right extremism 
or of the hatred and intolerance that come with it, I agree that education is key in ensuring 
that such atrocities are not repeated. … 
I will conclude with a mention of the Jane Haining project. … She was the daughter of a 
farmer in Dunscore, near Dumfries, and an amazing and brave woman who died in 
Auschwitz after refusing to abandon the Jewish children who were in her care in Budapest 
as a missionary. Jane Haining is the only Scot to be honoured as “righteous among the 
nations”, which is the term that is used by the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial centre in 
Jerusalem for non-Jews who risked their lives to protect Jews from extermination. … 

 

13.38 Stephen Kerr (Conservative): …  The Holocaust remains one of the most horrific 
examples of religious persecution that the world has ever seen, and it is right that we have 
a specific day in the calendar to remember it. … 
I find it regrettable and almost beyond belief that the First Minister has invited into her 
Government two ministers who have refused to sign up to the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism. … 
Although it is right to call out religious persecution overseas, we also have a responsibility 
to ensure that every member of the Scottish population feels welcome in Scotland, 
regardless of their faith or belief. It is too easy for insults to become intolerance, for 
misunderstanding to become misrepresentation and for principle to become prejudice. We 
must be on our guard. … 

 

13.43 Paul McLennan (SNP): … Seventy-seven years ago today, Soviet soldiers marched 
into Birkenau. The liberation of thousands of Jewish people left to die by the SS was not 
part of their plans. They found 88,000 pairs of glasses, hundreds of prosthetic limbs, 
44,000 pairs of shoes and 6,350kg of human hair. They also found 648 corpses and more 
than 7,000 starving camp survivors. 
In 2019, I visited Auschwitz-Birkenau, and I saw the extensive grounds—the scale of which 
is incredible—the original camp blocks, the guard towers and the hundreds of thousands 
of personal possessions that were brought by deportees. … 
My experience of Auschwitz-Birkenau has stayed with me since. One memory of that day 
is watching around 20 teenagers standing around the star of David flag, in tears, praying. 
I can picture them right now—it will stay with me. … 
As the horrors of the Nazi Holocaust begin to slowly fade from living memory, it is important 
that we actively remember the events that transpired, honour the survivors and educate 
ourselves about those who lost their lives and suffered. … 
We all have a moral obligation to tackle, challenge, debate, discuss, expose and teach 
about attitudes and behaviours that allowed the Holocaust and other genocides to happen. 
We can never forget the inhumanity of the Holocaust as we work to protect human rights 
in today’s world. … 

 

13.47 Paul O’Kane (Labour): … I also take the opportunity to acknowledge the excellent 
work of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and the Holocaust Educational Trust, which are 
among the custodians of remembrance of the Holocaust in the UK. In particular, I mention  
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… Kirsty Robson. Kirsty first became involved with Holocaust education while at school. 
She participated in the lessons from Auschwitz programme, which takes groups of young 
people to the sites of the camps … Kirsty took the opportunity to share her experiences 
with fellow pupils at Barrhead high school and beyond. She now works to support both the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and the Holocaust Educational Trust, and her passion and 
determination really are an inspiration. … 
Although we say “never again”, we know that, all too often, it does happen again. With 
each passing generation, and as we lose more and more survivors of the horrors of the 
Holocaust, it falls to us all to pick up the flame of remembrance and education, call out 
antisemitism, racism, homophobia, transphobia and disablist views and actions when we 
see them, and speak truth to power when we see discrimination, hatred and the othering 
of people. … 

 

13.52 Stuart McMillan (SNP): … We owe it to present and future generations to do all that 
we can to educate people and to work with the various organisations that work in our 
schools, with our young people, to ensure that they know of that particular part of history. 
Such activity must continue to happen long after every one of us is no longer walking the 
earth. In my opinion, the day that society decides to stop telling that history is the day that 
the world gives up. … 

 

13.55 The Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing and Local Government 
(Shona Robison): … While we honour the memories of those who lost their lives, it is also 
important that we amplify the voices of those who survived the Holocaust. We are fortunate 
that some of them are still alive today. I was privileged to contribute to the official Scottish 
national Holocaust memorial ceremony last night, and I remember, in particular, the 
testimony of Henry Wuga, who remembers the destruction of synagogues and the homes 
of his Jewish friends and family, with many being taken away to concentration camps, and 
of Eric Eugene Murangwa, who was protected from being killed during the genocide in 
Rwanda by his fellow football players. Such testimony is heart wrenching but also 
inspiring. … 
It is natural for us to want to consign these painful memories to the past, but a key 
component of preventing further acts of genocide is sharing the truth of this dark period 
with each new generation. Our children and our children’s children have to understand 
where hatred and intolerance can lead when left unchallenged. As time passes, we must 
do all that we can to ensure that the memory of the Holocaust does not fade … 

 

Jamie Greene (Conservative): … Lessons absolutely should be learned. Therefore, will 
the Scottish Government unequivocally condemn those in Scottish society who are calling 
for boycotts of, and sanctions against, people of Israeli descent? That is fuelling much of 
the antisemitism, particularly in Scottish universities and educational institutions, in which 
we are seeing a clear rise in the number of antisemitic attacks. Will the Scottish 
Government be absolutely clear that all members of its Government condemn all language 
that is fuelling that very unfortunate and unwanted rise? 

 

Shona Robison:  Language is important. It is really important to distinguish between the 
Israeli people and the actions of a Government. It is legitimate to criticise the actions of 
Governments across the world but not to apply that criticism to a people, because that is 
wrong. Language matters. … 
Professor Joe Goldblatt recently reminded us that “Holocaust Memorial Day is critically 
important for current as well as future generations because, through their enlightenment, 
there remains the hope that future holocausts and genocides will be less likely to occur.” 
That is why the Scottish Government continues to support the Holocaust Memorial Day 
Trust to promote and support the memorial day in Scotland. The Government also 
continues to support the Holocaust Educational Trust’s lessons from Auschwitz project, 
which has been delivered as a bespoke online educational programme throughout the 
pandemic. … 
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Focusing on “one day” allows us to recognise and reflect on all the individual journeys, 
challenges and feelings of displacement and loss, which are hugely personal and unique. 
That highlights the importance of putting lived experience, equality, inclusion and human 
rights at the heart of our policy making in Parliament. 
Holocaust memorial day not only allows us to commemorate the victims of the Holocaust 
and subsequent genocides but reinforces our on-going collective duty in the present to 
counter all forms of bigotry and prejudice. Hate must always be confronted and 
condemned, and the humanity of each individual must be recognised and celebrated. 
Those are the foundations of a decent society, and I have no doubt that that unites every 
one of us in the chamber. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13545&i=1229
47#ScotParlOR  

 

The Scotsman article referred to above can be read at 
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/holocaust-memorial-day-why-
itmatters-more-than-ever-before-professor-joe-goldblatt-3531694  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Oral Answers 

First Minister’s Questions 
The First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon): … I acknowledge that today is Holocaust memorial 
day, which is an opportunity to remember all those who were murdered in genocides in 
the Holocaust, of course, and more recently in Rwanda, Darfur and Bosnia. It is an 
opportunity for us to rededicate ourselves to resisting the hatred and prejudice that drives 
such atrocities. Whatever opinions or points of view might divide us, we should never forget 
that our bonds of common humanity are stronger and must always unite us. … 

 

Douglas Ross (Conservative): I echo the words of the First Minister about Holocaust 
memorial day.  … 

 

Anas Sarwar (Labour): On Holocaust memorial day, we remember the millions of Jews 
who lost their lives to prejudice and hate, and all victims of genocide. We cannot be 
complacent. There can be no hierarchy of prejudice; we cannot pick and choose. Hate 
against one is hate against all. … 

 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Liberal Democrat): On Holocaust memorial day, I say on behalf of 
the Scottish Liberal Democrats that, although the actions and the murderous regime of the 
Nazis are passing out of living memory, they haunt us still. We have a duty to remember 
and to pass on that knowledge to future generations, and to work together to ensure that 
atrocity and genocide can never again happen in this world. … 
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13545&i=1229
34&c=2374606#ScotParlOR  
 
 

Scottish Government 

First Minister: Today is #HolocaustMemorialDay – a chance to remember those that 
suffered under Nazi persecution and all those who perished in subsequent genocides. First 
Minister @NicolaSturgeon joins others around the world to honour all victims and unite 
against prejudice and intolerance. 
The Holocaust Memorial Day theme this year, ‘One Day’, encourages us to work together 
to ensure the legacy we leave for future generations will be free of genocide, and where 
the identity of each person is respected. 
https://twitter.com/ScotGovFM/status/1486723564363419648 
 

https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13545&i=122947#ScotParlOR
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https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/holocaust-memorial-day-why-itmatters-more-than-ever-before-professor-joe-goldblatt-3531694
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/holocaust-memorial-day-why-itmatters-more-than-ever-before-professor-joe-goldblatt-3531694
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13545&i=122934&c=2374606#ScotParlOR
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13545&i=122934&c=2374606#ScotParlOR
https://twitter.com/ScotGovFM/status/1486723564363419648
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Northern Ireland Executive 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2022: A powerful reminder that prejudice and hatred must 
be challenged 
… First Minister Paul Givan said: “Holocaust Memorial Day is a time for us all to remember 
the millions of people killed in the Holocaust and subsequent genocides in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 
“The theme of Holocaust Memorial Day 2022 is ‘One Day’.  Through our collective acts of 
remembrance, we honour the survivors of the Holocaust and subsequent genocides and 
challenge ourselves to use the lessons of their experiences to ensure that one day in the 
future, such atrocities never happen again.” 
The deputy First Minister, Michelle O’Neill said: “The Holocaust is a powerful reminder of 
what happens when prejudice and bigotry are allowed to go unchecked and unchallenged. 
And this commemoration is an opportunity for us to remember all those who have suffered 
because of intolerance, hatred, racism and bigotry. 
“Holocaust Memorial Day is for everyone – people of all ages, of all faiths and none. People 
from all cultures and backgrounds, and all walks of life. And its message is now more 
important than ever as prejudice and the language of hate are on the rise in so many 
places across the world. 
“On Holocaust Memorial Day, we learn from the horrors of genocide. We learn about the 
importance of building a better future for all. And we reaffirm our commitment to building a 
society that is free from prejudice, discrimination and persecution, where everyone is 
treated equally and able to live together in peace.” … 
To read the full press release and watch the video see 
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/news/holocaust-memorial-day-2022-powerful-
reminder-prejudice-and-hatred-must-be-challenged  
 
 

United Nations 

First Person: The Holocaust, genocide, and war 
Alice Wairimu Nderitu, the UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, and a 
recognized voice in the field of peacebuilding and violence prevention, is committed to the 
peaceful resolution of conflicts. As part of this week’s 2022 remembrance events, she 
recalls how she felt when she learned about the Holocaust. 
“My first recollection of the word Holocaust came from my grandfather. My father would 
buy second-hand comic books on the Second World War for me and my brothers, and we 
would admire the fighter pilots and the jets that they flew.  
My grandfather was a veteran who had fought in the First and the Second World Wars, 
and he told me that I should read those comic books with fahamu, which is the Kiswahili 
word for consciousness. 
He said, ‘You know, war is not good. The bombs that were dropped by the fighter pilots 
killed people, and human beings have this tendency to fight against each other and to 
resolve issues through violence. You must find a way to ensure that this does not happen’. 
And when I asked him, what is the worst possible thing that you think happened during the 
wars, he said that it was definitely the Holocaust.  
He talked about Auschwitz, and he talked about the kind of things that happened there. 
Reading about this with fahamu, I thought about the impact it had. 
Later, I was invited to Auschwitz itself for a workshop and, to be in the camp, and to 
understand what had happened, it made me conscious of what war actually means. Being 
there made a huge impact on me. 
A few years later, I started teaching there, at the Auschwitz Institute for the Prevention of 
Genocide.  The consciousness  kept growing  in me,  and I now find  myself  in my current  

 

https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/news/holocaust-memorial-day-2022-powerful-reminder-prejudice-and-hatred-must-be-challenged
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https://www.un.org/en/outreach-programme-holocaust/page/2022
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role, as the Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, advising the United Nations 
Secretary-General. 
You cannot imagine a better position from which to articulate the values of fahamu that I 
learned from my grandfather, and there is not a single day that I do not walk into this office 
and think about fahamu in relation to the Holocaust: those who deny genocides like those 
that happened in Srebrenica, and in Rwanda against the Tutsi, take the template from the 
deniers of the Holocaust.   
If I did not approach the subject of the Holocaust with fahamu, the consciousness that my 
grandfather taught me, there is a great deal of history that I would never have learned.” 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/01/1110822  
 

First Person: Holocaust survivor, ‘hate is vicious’ 
During the Second World War, Pinchas Gutter, from Łódź, Poland, survived six Nazi 
concentration camps. Today he is a Holocaust educator, sharing his story in films and live 
events. As part of the 2022 remembrance events, Mr. Gutter recalls the traumatic events 
of his childhood, and calls for a world without discrimination or hate. 
“My worst moment was when we were discovered in the Warsaw Ghetto when the uprising 
started [in April 1943], after hiding in a bunker for three weeks. I knew that we were going 
to die, because we knew that all the Jews in Warsaw Ghetto were going to be taken to 
Treblinka and murdered. 
We were chased into train wagons, and my father, like an angel, pushed us to the little 
window surrounded by barbed wire, so we could breathe: they put so many people in the 
wagons, that some would die from suffocation.  
In the barracks [at the Majdanek camp in occupied Poland], we were told to undress naked. 
My father told me that I should say I'm six years older. I was eleven, and a head taller than 
my twin sister, but I looked 16.  
A man with a white coat pushed me into a place where there were shower heads, and I 
started saying my prayers, because we knew in the ghetto that the shower heads were 
false, that gas would come out and that we were going to die. 
But instead, water came out and they gave us prison clothes, so I thought that my father 
must be alive, too. I started looking for him but I couldn't find him. The next day I found out 
that my mother, my father and my sister were murdered by the Nazis.  
I turned almost into a nothing, I felt that my life had no meaning, that I had lost 
everything. … 
The Holocaust is right inside you. You can't run away from it. It's part of you. And it's going 
to be with you until the day you die. And if you have a soul and the soul goes to heaven or 
wherever it goes, that soul is going to remember the Holocaust. … 
Hate is vicious. Hate is pernicious. Hate creates vengeance. Hate is something that should 
disappear from the world. This is the flame. These are the torches with all these different 
flames, which I hand over to the world, which I hand over to you. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/01/1110812  

TOP 
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Israel 
See also Commons written answer 105513 “British Nationality” in the Home Affairs 
section above. 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Christians: Middle East 
Caroline Ansell (Conservative):  What recent assessment the Church of England has 
made of the level of threats to Christians in the Middle East. (905263) 

Andrew Selous: I am grateful to my hon. Friend, who I know takes issues of 
religious persecution very seriously indeed. We know from Open Doors and others 
of the extreme persecution suffered by Christians in, for example, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq, Syria, Qatar and Egypt. 

Caroline Ansell: … As the newly elected chair of the all-party parliamentary group on 
Christianity in the Holy Land, I am grateful for the attention of Members of this House, the 
media and faith leaders across the world on the challenges that Christians face in the Holy 
Land and in the middle east more widely, as he expressed. I welcome the public 
assurances from President Herzog and Interior Minister Shaked that Israel will support the 
Christians of the Holy Land, but may I ask what efforts the Church of England is making 
to work with Her Majesty’s Government to ensure that Jerusalem—a home to the three 
Abrahamic faith communities and, indeed, the religious capital of the world—is a place 
where Christian individuals and institutions can continue to flourish and thrive? 

Andrew Selous: I know that, like me, my hon. Friend is deeply conscious that this 
is Holocaust Memorial Day. I can tell her that there are many strong relationships 
enabling the church to support Christians and churches in Jerusalem, the land 
where Jesus walked. Last year, the diocese of Southwark signed a covenant 
agreement with the diocese of Jerusalem, opening new opportunities for 
pilgrimage, prayer and mutual support. The Bishop of Southwark goes to Jerusalem 
often and is in regular contact with our consul general and with Ministers in London 
about what can be done to ensure the peace of Jerusalem so that all faiths can 
flourish in the Holy Land. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-01-27/debates/4990619C-9555-47BB-
AFE1-13CB4112CC2B/ChristiansMiddleEast 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following four questions all received the same answer 
Iraq: Israel 

Andrew Gwynne (Labour) [110283] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 27 October 2021 to 
Question 60364 on Iraq: Israel, whether the UK has encouraged the Iraqi Government to 
normalise diplomatic relations with Israel in bilateral meetings. 

Israel: Oman 
Andrew Gwynne (Labour) [110284] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 15 November 2021 
to Question 71288, whether the Government has encouraged the Omani Government to 
normalise diplomatic relations with Israel in bilateral meetings. 

Israel: Mauritania 
Andrew Gwynne (Labour) [110285] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 15 November 2021 
to Question 71291, whether the Government has encouraged the Mauritanian 
Government to normalise diplomatic relations with Israel in bilateral meetings. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-01-27/debates/4990619C-9555-47BB-AFE1-13CB4112CC2B/ChristiansMiddleEast
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-01-27/debates/4990619C-9555-47BB-AFE1-13CB4112CC2B/ChristiansMiddleEast
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Israel: Saudi Arabia 
Andrew Gwynne (Labour) [110286] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps her Department has taken to 
encourage Saudi Arabia to normalise relations with Israel. 

James Cleverly: The United Kingdom warmly welcomed the normalisation 
agreements between Israel and Arab partners Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, 
Morocco, and Sudan. The Foreign Secretary made clear her commitment to the 
Abraham Accords at both the recent UK-Israel Strategic Dialogue on 29 November, 
and subsequently at the Gulf Cooperation Council-United Kingdom Foreign 
Ministers' Meeting on 20 December. The UK is working with regional partners to 
ensure the Abraham Accords are an enduring success, and continue to encourage 
other countries who have not yet normalised to do so. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-01-24/110283 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-01-24/110284 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-01-24/110285 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-01-24/110286 
 

The answers referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-10-21/60364 
and 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-11-08/71288 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-11-08/71291  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Daisy Cooper (Liberal Democrat) [111717] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, on how many occasions she has held 
discussions with the Israeli government on that government's designation of six Palestinian 
human rights organisations as terrorist organisations. 

James Cleverly: The decision by the Israeli authorities to designate six Palestinian 
NGOs and the evidence which forms the basis of these designations is a matter for 
the Government of Israel. The UK maintains its own criteria for designation. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-01-25/111717 
 

Jerusalem: Palestinians 
Caroline Lucas (Green) [107537] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions she has had with her Israeli 
counterpart on the eviction and demolition of the home of the Salhiye family in Sheikh 
Jarrah, in Occupied East Jerusalem; and if she will make it her policy to refer the Israeli 
Government to the International Criminal Court for war crimes of forcible transfer of 
protected persons and wanton destruction of seized property; and if she will make a 
statement. 

James Cleverly: The UK is clear that in all but the most exceptional of 
circumstances, demolitions and evictions are contrary to International Humanitarian 
Law. On 19 January, I urged the Government of Israel to stop these practices. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-01-19/107537 
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://twitter.com/jamescleverly/status/1483866915613388810  
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House of Lords Written Answer 

Jerusalem: Housing 
The Marquess of Lothian (Conservative) [HL5391] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
what assessment they have made of (1) reports that 3,500 new homes for Israeli settlers 
are planned for construction in East Jerusalem, and (2) the impact that any such housing 
developments in Givat Hamatos and Har Homa would have on the contiguity of Palestinian 
land in the Occupied Territories. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK's position on settlements is clear. They are 
illegal under international law. Minister Cleverly raised UK opposition to settlement 
expansion with the Government of Israel on 9 November. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-01-13/hl5391 
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentience) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2867  
 
** Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2875  
 

Running list of amendments 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/43507/documents/1312  
 
** Charities Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2877  
 

Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-02/0237/210237.pdf  
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2878  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 
Israel Arms Trade (Prohibition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3025  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
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Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

** Nationality and Borders Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3023  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-01-27/debates/3B436076-9BAB-4EEE-8AE7-
8651FFDC1ED8/NationalityAndBordersBill  
and 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-01-27/debates/9B12A59D-38A4-4DB1-8C21-
9E694BE50BAE/NationalityAndBordersBill  

 

Notice of amendments 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/44981/documents/1324  
 
Online Safety Bill (Draft) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-online-safety-bill  
 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2942  
 

Northern Ireland Assembly 
Organ and Tissue Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/2017-2022-mandate/primary-
legislation---bills-2017---2022-mandate/organ-and-tissue-donation-deemed-consent-bill/  
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Marriage Law (Northern Ireland) (closing date 18 February 2022) 
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/consultations/public-consultation-marriage-law 
 
Human Rights Act Reform: A Modern Bill of Rights (closing date 8 March 2022) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/human-rights-act-reform-a-modern-bill-of-rights 
 
CPS: Public interest guidance for suicide pact and ‘mercy killing’ type cases  
(closing date 9 April 2022) 
https://www.cps.gov.uk/consultation/consultation-public-interest-guidance-suicide-pact-and-
mercy-killing-type-cases-0  
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