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Home Affairs 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 

COVID-19: Updated guidance for the safe use of multi-purpose community facilities 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-
purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-
community-facilities  
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Holocaust 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Blackman (Conservative) (1305) Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 – That this House 
notes that on 27 January 2021 the UK will observe Holocaust Memorial Day marking the 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, where an estimated 1.1 million people 
were murdered; commemorates the six million victims of the Holocaust; further notes that 
the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 is Be the Light in the Darkness; pays tribute 
to the commitment of Holocaust survivors and Kindertransport refugees who share their 
experiences with young people across the country; acknowledges the importance of the 
Holocaust Educational Trust's work in schools across the UK and in particular the Lessons 
from Auschwitz project, which has so far given more than 40,000 students and teachers 
the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau; welcomes the establishment of a permanent 
National Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre adjacent to Parliament; pays tribute to 
the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust for organising the national Holocaust Memorial Day 
event; and urges all right hon. and hon. Members to observe that day so that the appalling 
events of the Holocaust are always understood by future generations. 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/57900  
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Israel 
House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians: Food Supply 
Lord Judd (Labour) [HL11597] To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they 
have made of the level of food insecurity in Palestine during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The outbreak of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) has exacerbated the humanitarian and 
food insecurity situation. Prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, food insecurity, driven by 
high poverty and unemployment, affected 1.6 million Palestinians - nearly a third of 
the population in OPTs. 
We recognise the importance of tackling food insecurity. To support, we are 
providing £2.5 million to the World Food Programme to provide food and cash 
assistance to the most vulnerable Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza. We have 
also contributed £1 million to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency's 
Emergency Appeal in the OPTs which will help provide emergency food to over one 
million food-insecure refugees in Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-17/hl11597 
 

Gaza: Health Services 
Lord Judd (Labour) [HL11596] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to reports of an 
increase of COVID-19 cases in Gaza, what action they are taking with international 
partners to support the health care system in that region. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK remains concerned about the ongoing 
humanitarian situation in Gaza and the impact of COVID-19 on an already fragile 
healthcare system. Recognising the severity of the situation, we were one of the 
first donors to provide funding to support the health and humanitarian response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We have provided 
£1.25 million funding (the World Health Organisation with £630,000 and the United 
Nations Children's Fund with £620,000) to purchase and co-ordinate delivery of 
medical equipment, treat critical care patients, train frontline health workers and 
scale up laboratory testing capacity - mainly in Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-17/hl11596 
 

Gaza: Coronavirus 
Lord Judd (Labour) [HL11598] To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they 
have made of reports of the shortage of oxygen supplies for COVID-19 patients in Gaza; 
and what steps they are taking, if any, to address any such shortage. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We remain concerned about the capacity of the 
Palestinian health system to cope with the increasing number of COVID-19 cases, 
especially in Gaza. We welcome the recent 30% increase in hospital beds for 
patients suffering critical and severe cases and the recent procurement by World 
Health Organisation of two additional oxygen generators. The UK continues to 
monitor the situation closely. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-17/hl11598 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill     
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Introduction of a statutory opt-out system for organ donation for Northern Ireland  
(closing date 19 February 2021) 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  
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