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Israel 
House of Lords Written Answers 

Jerusalem: Religious Buildings 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL11454] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel about the demolition of a 
historic stairway which leads to Al-Aqsa Mosque by the Jerusalem Municipality as part of 
their plans to establish the "Biblical garden path". 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK has not made representations on this specific 
issue. The holy sites of Jerusalem hold particular significance for many groups 
around the globe, especially the three Abrahamic faiths of Christianity, Islam and 
Judaism. The UK is committed to working with all parties to maintain calm, avoid 
provocation and uphold the status quo in order to ensure the safety and security of 
Al Haram Al Sharif/Temple Mount and all who worship and visit there. We support 
the freedom of Muslims to worship at Al Haram Al Sharif. In our meetings with the 
Israeli authorities we regularly raise the need to respect the status quo of the holy 
sites in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11454 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
The Marquess of Lothian (Conservative) [HL11314] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
what representations they have made to the government of Israel about (1) the reported 
killing of a Palestinian child near Ramallah on 4 December, and (2) reports that the child 
was shot by the Israel Defence Force. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government is very concerned at the high 
numbers of Palestinians, including children, killed by Israel Defence Forces in the 
West Bank and Gaza. The UK Minister for the Middle East and North Africa 
expressed the UK's sadness to hear of the death of Palestinian child Ali Ayman 
Abu Alaya, following clashes between the Israeli Defence Forces and Palestinian 
civilians. We have urged Israel to ensure that its investigation is swift and 
comprehensive. We continue to stress the importance of the Israeli security forces 
providing appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian population, in particular 
the need to protect children,  and urge restraint  in the use of live fire.  In instances  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11454
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where there have been accusations of excessive use of force, we advocate 
transparent investigations. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-09/hl11314  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill     
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
 
Introduction of a statutory opt-out system for organ donation for Northern Ireland  
(closing date 19 February 2021) 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  
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