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Home Affairs 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government  

COVID-19: Updated guidance for the safe use of places of worship from 2 December 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-
places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-
of-places-of-worship-from-2-december  
 
Updated guidance: Celebrating religious festivals during coronavirus (COVID-19) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-
places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/celebrating-religious-festivals-during-
coronavirus-covid-19  
 
 

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 

COVID-19: Updated guidance for small marriages and civil partnerships 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-
civil-partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships 
 
COVID-19: Updated guidance for wedding and civil partnership receptions and 
celebrations 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-
partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-wedding-and-civil-partnership-receptions-and-celebrations 
 
 

The Charity Commission 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): Updated guidance for the charity sector 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-charity-sector  
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Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Coronavirus: Israel 
Miriam Cates (Conservative) [129166] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social 
Care, what collaborative scientific research partnerships are ongoing between the UK and 
Israel to combat covid-19. 

Edward Argar: Funded by the Department, the National Institute for Health 
Research (NIHR) is the nation's largest funder of health and care research. The 
NIHR has led urgent public health research on COVID-19, targeted at both 
domestic and global research and development solutions. Outside the United 
Kingdom, we are funding global health research to tackle COVID-19 in low- and 
middle-income countries, in partnership with UK Research and Innovation, using 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) to fund high quality applied health research 
and training. Countries eligible to receive ODA are as defined by the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development’s Development Assistance 
Committee list of ODA recipients. Israel is not eligible to receive ODA and as such 
has not been involved in the NIHR’s global health research in this area. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/129166 
 

Palestinians: Radicalism 
Jonathan Gullis (Conservative) [130257] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his 
Norwegian counterpart on that Government's decision to withhold funding from the 
Palestinian Authority in response that Authority using material inciting hatred and violence 
against Israel in its curriculum. 

James Cleverly: I have not discussed the issue with my Norwegian counterpart. 
We understand that the approval of Norway's Fiscal Budget is subject to 
negotiations in Parliament and that such negotiations may result in shifts between 
budget lines and geographic priorities in the development aid budget. We 
understand that the Norwegian Parliament has proposed to reduce Norway's 
development assistance to the Occupied Palestinian Territories by 30 million 
Norwegian Krone (approximately £2.5 million) in 2021, along with changes in 
priorities on other budget lines and allocations. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-15/130257  
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Palestinians: Curriculum 

Jonathan Gullis (Conservative) [130258] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent representations he has made to his 
EU counterpart on the EU review into the Palestinian Authority curriculum; and what 
assessment he has made of the implications for his policies of the delays in the publication 
of that review. 
Nicola Richards (Conservative) [130265] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 23 November 2020 
to Question 92026 on Palestinians: Schools, whether the final EU report on the previous 
Palestinian Authority curriculum will be published by the end of 2020; and if he will make 
a statement. 

James Cleverly: The independent review of the content in Palestinian textbooks, 
led by our European partners, is currently underway. We have regular discussions 
with European partners on the review, including on plans for publication. The UK 
has  repeatedly  lobbied  the  EU  to  push  for  publication,  but  this is ultimately a  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/129166
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decision for the EU. 
To ensure that the final report is representative, the study has been extended to 
include a sample of textbooks introduced for school year 2020-21. Consequently, 
the study will now be completed in early 2021. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-15/130258 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-15/130265  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-13/92026  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

West Bank: Demolition 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL11253] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the impact of demolitions by the government of Israel of 
Palestinian buildings on the economic prospects for Palestinians; and what steps they are 
taking, if any, to protect any such prospects from the risk of such demolitions. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are seriously concerned by increasing rates of 
demolition of Palestinian property by the Israeli authorities. In all but the most 
exceptional of circumstances demolitions are contrary to International 
Humanitarian Law. The practice causes unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians and is harmful to the peace process. The UK is focused on preventing 
demolitions from happening in the first place through our legal aid programme, 
which supports Bedouin communities and Palestinians facing demolition or home 
eviction in both the West Bank and East Jerusalem. We continue to urge the 
Government of Israel to develop improved mechanisms for zoning, planning and 
permitting in Area C for the benefit of the Palestinian population, including by 
facilitating local Palestinian participation in such processes. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/hl11253  
 

Palestinians: Children 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL11254] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the rights of children under the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child of reports that the Israel Defence Force is conducting night time raids on 
families in Palestine; and what representations they have made to the government of Israel 
about respecting such rights as a signatory to that Convention. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we recognise Israel's legitimate need to deploy 
security measures, we encourage them to deploy these in a way which minimises 
tension. We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its obligations under international 
law and have a regular dialogue with Israel on legal issues relating to the 
occupation, including the treatment of Palestinian children. We continue to stress 
the importance of the Israeli security forces providing appropriate protection to the 
Palestinian civilian population, in particular the need to protect children. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/hl11254 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
** Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 

Stage 1 evidence session, Justice Committee 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13037&i=117906#ScotParlOR  
 
** Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill     
 

Notice of amendments 
https://beta.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/current-bills/hate-crime-and-
public-order-scotland-bill/stage-2/daily-list-of-amendments-21-december-2020.pdf  
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
 
Introduction of a statutory opt-out system for organ donation for Northern Ireland  
(closing date 19 February 2021) 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  
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