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Home Affairs 
UK Labour Party 

Action Plan: Driving out antisemitism from the Labour Party: Response to the EHRC 
Report ‘Investigation into Antisemitism in the Labour Party’ 
https://labourlist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Labour-Party-EHRC-Action-Plan.pdf  
 

TOP 

 

Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

West Bank: Imports 
Rupa Huq (Labour) [126934] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with the Secretary of State for 
International Trade on the potential merits of a requirement for imports from Israeli 
settlements on the West Bank to have a movement certificate stating their country and 
location of origin. 

James Cleverly: According to the arrangement between Israel and the UK for the 
implementation of the UK-Israel Trade and Partnership Agreement, all movement 
certificates for imports from Israel and the illegal settlements must include the postal 
code and the name of the city, village or industrial zone conferring originating 
status. Products produced in Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories are not entitled to benefit from preferential tariff treatment. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126934  
 

Middle East: Overseas Trade 
Rupa Huq (Labour) [126933] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what assessment  he has made of  whether the  UK missions in  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://labourlist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Labour-Party-EHRC-Action-Plan.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126934


 2 

 

(a) Israel and (b) Palestine purchase goods sourced in illegal settlements. 
James Cleverly: Neither our Embassy in Tel Aviv nor our Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem purchase goods from Israeli settlements. The UK's position on 
settlements is clear: they are illegal under international law, present an obstacle to 
peace, and threaten the physical viability of a two-state solution. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126933  
 

Palestinians 
Rupa Huq (Labour) [126935] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his counterparts in European 
countries on a co-ordinated approach to the recognition of the state of Palestine after the 
transition period. 

James Cleverly: We are clear that we want to see the creation of a sovereign, 
independent and viable Palestinian state - living in peace and security, side by side 
with Israel. We have a regular dialogue with international partners on this issue. 
The UK will recognise a Palestinian state at a time when it best serves the objective 
of peace. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126935 
 

Israeli Settlements 
Rupa Huq (Labour) [126936] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, with reference to UN Resolution 2334 of 2016, reconfirmed in 
2019 and 2020, whether it remains his Department's policy that Israeli settlement activity 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is a flagrant violation of international law. 

James Cleverly: We have long supported resolutions consistent with our policy, 
including United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334. The UK's position on 
settlements is clear: they are illegal under international law, present an obstacle to 
peace, and threaten the physical viability of a two-state solution. We urge Israel to 
halt settlement expansion immediately. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126936 
 

The UN Resolution referred to above can be read at 
https://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/SRES2334-2016.pdf  
 

Occupied Territories 
Rupa Huq (Labour) [126932] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, whether the UK-Israel Agreement will continue to regard 
settlements as part of Palestine. 

James Cleverly: We do not recognise the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
including the settlements, as part of Israel, and indeed the settlements are not 
covered by the UK-Israel Trade and Partnership Agreement, which will enter into 
force at the end of the Transition Period. Products from Israeli settlements are not 
eligible to receive preferential tariff treatment. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126932 
 

Occupied Territories: Public Sector 
Christian Wakeford (Conservative) [127042] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the 
Palestinian Authority’s ability to deliver public services within the Palestinian Territories. 

James Cleverly: Under International Humanitarian Law, Israel, as the Occupying 
Power, has the duty of ensuring and maintaining public health and hygiene in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) to the fullest extent of the means available 
and with the cooperation of the local authorities. The UK's long standing position is  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126933
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126935
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126936
https://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/SRES2334-2016.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126932
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that we support the Oslo Accords that set out a process for the gradual and 
incremental transfer of a range of responsibilities to the Palestinian Authority. We 
therefore welcome the restoration of cooperation between the Government of Israel 
and Palestinian Authority, which shows both sides are willing to put the needs and 
security of Israelis and Palestinians first. UK support in the OPTs also helps to build 
Palestinian institutions, deliver essential services and support economic 
development. Our financial assistance supports a stable Palestinian Authority 
which can act as an effective partner for peace with Israel and can deliver essential 
services to Palestinians. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/127042 
 

West Bank: Demolition 
Patrick Grady (SNP) [126911] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, if he will publish a response to EDM 1140 on the Demolition of 
Palestinian homes. 

James Cleverly: As the EDM is a motion for a debate the FCDO has no plans to 
reply in writing. We consistently call for an immediate end to all actions that 
undermine the viability of the two-state solution, including the demolition of 
Palestinian property in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. In all but the most 
exceptional of circumstances demolitions are contrary to International 
Humanitarian Law. The practice causes unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians and is harmful to the peace process. I [Cleverly] raised demolitions of 
Palestinian structures with the Israeli Ambassador to the UK on 6 November. 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have repeatedly raised our concern about 
demolitions with Israeli Ministers and senior officials, and urged them to cease the 
counter-productive policy of demolitions, and provide a clear, transparent route to 
construction for Palestinians in Area C. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126911 
 

The EDM referred to above can be read at 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/57719 
 

Gaza: Coronavirus 
Philippa Whitford (SNP) [127574] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office, pursuant to the Answer of 8 December 2020 to 
Question 124769 and with reference to the cessation of polymerase chain reaction covid-
19 testing in Gaza on 6 December 2020, what steps his Department is taking to help 
support (a) testing and (b) control of covid-19 in the Gaza Strip. 

James Cleverly: We remain concerned about the capacity of the Palestinian health 
system to cope with the increasing number of COVID-19 cases. We are aware of 
the temporary cessation of COVID-19 testing in Gaza on 6th December and 
welcome reports from the World Health Organisation that further testing kits arrived 
in Gaza on 7th December and testing resumed. 
We have already delivered vital support to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories through £1.25 million in funding (World Health 
Organisation with £630,000 and United Nations Children's Fund with £620,000). 
This funding helped to provide over 20,000 testing kits, mainly in Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-09/127574 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124769  
 

Gaza: Coronavirus 
Tommy  Sheppard  (SNP)   [128693]    To   ask   the   Secretary   of   State  for   Foreign,  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/127042
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126911
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/57719
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-09/127574
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124769
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Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment his Department has 
made of the capacity of hospitals in Gaza to provide adequate oxygen for patients with 
covid-19 during the recent rise in cases. 

James Cleverly: We remain concerned about the capacity of the Palestinian health 
system to cope with the increasing number of COVID-19 cases, especially in Gaza. 
We welcome the recent 30% increase in hospital beds for patients suffering critical 
and severe cases and the recent procurement by World Health Organisation of two 
additional oxygen generators. The UK continues to monitor the situation closely. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-11/128693  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Situation 
Tommy Sheppard (SNP) [128694] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment his Department has 
made of the effect of the increasing rates of covid-19 infection on the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza. 

James Cleverly: The UK remains concerned about the ongoing humanitarian 
situation in Gaza and the impact of COVID-19 on an already fragile healthcare 
system. Recognising the severity of the situation, we were one of the first donors 
to provide funding to support the health and humanitarian response to the COVID-
19 pandemic in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). We have provided 
£1.25 million funding (WHO with £630,000 and UNICEF with £620,000) to purchase 
and co-ordinate delivery of medical equipment, treat critical care patients, train 
frontline health workers and scale up laboratory testing capacity - mainly in Gaza. 
In addition, we are providing £2.5 million to the World Food Programme to provide 
food and cash assistance for the most vulnerable Palestinians to help alleviate the 
humanitarian situation. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-11/128694 
 

Palestinians: Children 
Tommy Sheppard (SNP) [128695] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what representations he has made to the Israeli 
Authorities on the death of Ali Abu Alia, a 15 year old boy, in the West Bank; and what 
steps his Department is taking to help protect children living in the occupied Palestinian 
territories. 

James Cleverly: I [Minister Cleverly] expressed my sadness to hear of the death 
of Palestinian child Ali Ayman Abu Alaya, following clashes between the Israeli 
Defence Forces and Palestinian civilians. I [Minister Cleverly] urge Israel to ensure 
that its investigation is swift and comprehensive. We continue to stress the 
importance of the Israeli security forces providing appropriate protection to the 
Palestinian civilian population, in particular the need to protect children, and urge 
restraint in the use of live fire. In instances where there have been accusations of 
excessive use of force, we advocate transparent investigations. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-11/128695 
 

TOP 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-11/128693
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-11/128694
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-11/128695
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Other Relevant Information 
Community Security Trust (CST) 

Campus Antisemitism in Britain 2018-2020 
A new investigation by CST, published today in a report titled Campus Antisemitism in 
Britain 2018-2020, has found 123 antisemitic incidents affecting Jewish students, 
academics and student bodies in 34 different towns and cities across the UK during the 
past two academic years. 
The vast majority of Jewish students have a strongly positive experience at university, and 
there are thriving Jewish student communities across the country. However, antisemitism 
does affect Jewish students and academics on a regular basis. 
This new report uncovers a much higher number of antisemitic incidents on UK campuses 
than had previously been reported. It shows that in some instances, university staff, 
academics and students’ union officers were themselves responsible for antisemitism on 
campus, and that university complaints processes are sometimes inadequate. … 
There is a wide variety of responses to student complaints about antisemitism across 
different Higher Education institutions, some of which highlight serious flaws in some 
universities’ complaints procedures: both the procedures themselves, and their 
application. … 
… it is essential that universities have the procedures in place to handle reports of 
antisemitic incidents appropriately, including: 

• Third party reporting: Reporting hate crime can be an intimidating and stressful 
experience. … By allowing third party organisations such as CST or UJS to submit 
complaints regarding antisemitism on behalf of students, universities could 
significantly enhance the tackling of discrimination in their institutions. This is 
common practice in the hate crime field and would be greatly beneficial in the 
university context. 

• Appropriate definition: Having an adequate and accepted definition of 
antisemitism is vital to successfully tackling campus antisemitism. On too many 
occasions, universities have failed to recognise the existence of discrimination in 
their bodies due to relying on inappropriate and incomplete definitions. By adopting 
the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism, 
universities can ensure that there is a common, accepted standard with which to 
measure antisemitism and assess complaints. 

• Timing of complaints: Universities should have an adequate and reasonable time 
frame in which they respond to and resolve complaints. … 

• The burden of proof: Some universities have imposed unfair requirements on 
Jewish students to provide all the evidence to support their complaint, resulting in 
victims being discouraged from reporting antisemitism to the 
university. … Institutions need to ensure that, where appropriate, they put measures 
in place to obtain the necessary evidence themselves to investigate Jewish 
students’ claims … 

• Ensuring impartiality: Universities should develop an independent process for 
complaints of discrimination, bigotry or hateful language to be assessed by staff 
who do not have any personal relationship with the academics or students 
involved … 

To read the full press release see 
https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2020/12/17/campus-antisemitism-in-britain-2018-2020 
 
Campus Antisemitism in Britain 2018–2020 
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/b/2/Antisemitism%20on%20University%20Campuses.pdf  
 

https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2020/12/17/campus-antisemitism-in-britain-2018-2020
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/b/2/Antisemitism%20on%20University%20Campuses.pdf
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Court of Justice of the European Union 
In order to promote animal welfare in the context of ritual slaughter, Member States 
may, without infringing the fundamental rights enshrined in the Charter, require a 
reversible stunning procedure which cannot result in the animal’s death 
A decree of the Flemish Region (Belgium) of 7 July 2017 (‘the decree’), amending the Law 
on the protection and welfare of animals, regarding permitted methods of slaughtering 
animals, prohibits animals from being slaughtered without prior stunning, including in the 
case of slaughter prescribed by a religious rite. In the context of ritual slaughter, the decree 
provides for the use of reversible stunning which cannot result in the animal’s death.  
The decree was challenged, inter alia, by several Jewish and Muslim associations, seeking 
its annulment in whole or in part. In their view, in not allowing Jewish and Muslim believers 
to obtain meat from animals slaughtered in accordance with their religious precepts, which 
preclude the reversible stunning technique, the decree infringes Regulation No 1099/2009 
and, therefore, prevents believers from practising their religion.  
It is in that context that the Grondwettelijk Hof (Constitutional Court, Belgium) decided to 
make a reference to the Court of Justice for a preliminary ruling in order to ascertain, 
principally, whether EU law precludes legislation of a Member State which requires, in the 
context of ritual slaughter, a reversible stunning procedure which cannot result in the 
animal’s death. … 
The Court … observes, first of all, that the principle that an animal should be stunned prior 
to being killed, laid down by Regulation No 1099/2009, meets the main objective of the 
protection of animal welfare pursued by that regulation. In that regard, although the 
regulation permits the practice of ritual slaughter in accordance with which an animal may 
be killed without first being stunned, that form of slaughter is, however, authorised only by 
way of derogation in the European Union and solely in order to ensure observance of 
freedom of religion. In addition, Member States may adopt national rules aimed at ensuring 
more extensive protection of animals at the time of killing than those contained in 
Regulation No 1099/2009 in relation to ritual slaughter. … 
It follows that Regulation No 1099/2009 does not preclude Member States from imposing 
an obligation to stun animals prior to killing which also applies in the case of slaughter 
prescribed by religious rites, provided, however, that, in so doing, the Member States 
respect the fundamental rights enshrined in the Charter. 
As regards, specifically, the question whether the decree respects those fundamental 
rights, the Court points out that ritual slaughter falls within the scope of the freedom to 
manifest religion, guaranteed in Article 10(1) of the Charter. By requiring, in the context of 
ritual slaughter, reversible stunning, contrary to the religious precepts of Jewish and 
Muslim believers, the decree thus entails a limitation on the exercise of the right of those 
believers to the freedom to manifest their religion.  
In order to assess whether such a limitation is permissible, the Court finds, first of all, that 
the interference with the freedom to manifest religion resulting from the decree is indeed 
provided for by law and, moreover, respects the essence of Article 10 of the Charter, since 
it is limited to one aspect of the specific ritual act of slaughter, and that act of slaughter is 
not, by contrast, prohibited as such.  
The Court then finds that that interference meets an objective of general interest 
recognised by the European Union, namely the promotion of animal welfare. 
In its examination of the proportionality of the limitation, the Court concludes that the 
measures contained in the decree allow a fair balance to be struck between the importance 
attached to animal welfare and the freedom of Jewish and Muslim believers to manifest 
their religion. In that regard, it states, first, that the obligation to use reversible stunning is 
appropriate for achieving the objective of promoting animal welfare. … a scientific 
consensus has emerged that prior stunning is the optimal means of reducing the animal’s 
suffering  at the time  of killing. … as regards  the proportionality  of that  interference, the  
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Court observes, first of all, that the Flemish legislature relied on scientific research and that 
it sought to give preference to the most up-to-date method of killing that is authorised. It 
points out, next, that that legislature forms part of an evolving societal and legislative 
context, which is characterised by an increasing awareness of the issue of animal welfare. 
Lastly, the Court finds that the decree neither prohibits nor hinders the putting into 
circulation of products of animal origin derived from animals which have undergone ritual 
slaughter, where those products originate in another Member State or in a non-Member 
State. 
Accordingly, the Court holds that Regulation No 1099/2009, read in the light of Article 13 
TFEU and Article 10(1) of the Charter, does not preclude legislation of a Member State 
which requires, in the context of ritual slaughter, a reversible stunning procedure which 
cannot result in the animal’s death. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2020-12/cp200163en.pdf  
 
To read the full judgement see 
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=2E1EDDEE1F12115B9CC
8D803131087B2?text=&docid=235717&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&oc
c=first&part=1&cid=19273646  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2020-12/cp200163en.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=2E1EDDEE1F12115B9CC8D803131087B2?text=&docid=235717&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=19273646
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=2E1EDDEE1F12115B9CC8D803131087B2?text=&docid=235717&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=19273646
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=2E1EDDEE1F12115B9CC8D803131087B2?text=&docid=235717&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=19273646
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill     
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
 
Introduction of a statutory opt-out system for organ donation for Northern Ireland  
(closing date 19 February 2021) 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  

TOP 

https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/
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