
 1 

                                                                             10 December 2020 
                              Issue 2,108 
 
 

 
 

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 
 

Contents 
Home Affairs Relevant Legislation 
Israel Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 

Updated Guidance: Celebrating religious festivals during coronavirus (COVID-19) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-
places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/celebrating-religious-festivals-during-
coronavirus-covid-19  
 
COVID-19: Updated guidance for the safe use of places of worship from 2 December 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-
worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-
worship-from-2-december#how-can-places-of-worship-communicate-this-guidance-to-visitors  
 
 

Department of Health and Social Care 

COVID-19: Updated guidance for arranging or attending a funeral during the 
coronavirus pandemic 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-a-funeral-
during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-a-funeral-during-the-
coronavirus-pandemic  
 
 

Scottish Parliament  
Hate Crime Bill must be amended, says Justice Committee 

… The Committee has concluded that further changes should be made to the Bill to ensure 
that those making comments which others find offensive are not criminalised, while still 
robustly tackling those perpetrating hate crimes. … 

• For behaviour to be considered “abusive” under the Bill, prosecutors must be 
required to show that a ‘reasonable person’ would consider the behaviour to be 
abusive, setting a higher bar for prosecution; 

• The Bill’s provisions safeguarding free speech must be deepened and 
strengthened;  
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• The ‘reasonableness’ defence available to a person charged with a stirring-up 
offence must be clarified.  

The Committee also agreed that while there should not be an absolute defence against 
prosecution for acts in private homes, people should be allowed to express their own, 
perhaps offensive, views within their own home or other private space without fear of 
investigation or prosecution. It has therefore called on the Scottish Government to find a 
way to amend the Bill that better reflects its view around ‘stirring up’ offences having a 
public element to them. … 
Committee Convener, Adam Tomkins MSP, said: “Balancing freedom of expression and 
legislating to ensure hateful actions can be prosecuted is a difficult task. … 
“We believe that, if amended in line with our unanimous recommendations, this Bill should 
be fit to protect the communities it affords extra protections to, without encroaching on the 
ability of citizens to have robust debates, hold views others find unpalatable, and express 
themselves freely. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.parliament.scot/newsandmediacentre/116701.aspx  
 

To read the Committee’s report see 
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_JusticeCommittee/Inquiries/JS52020R22Stage1Reporto
ntheHateCrimeandPublicOrderBill20201210SPPaper878_.pdf  

TOP 

 

Israel 
United Nations 

Prospects for Peace between Israelis, Palestinians Remain Remote as Ever, 
Secretary-General Stresses, as International Media Seminar Opens 
…  António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations … recalled that the annual 
event was born 29 years ago to help promote peace and understanding between Israelis 
and Palestinians.  “Unfortunately, the possibility of that peace seems as remote as ever,” 
he noted, expressing his understanding of the deep despair experienced by 
Palestinians.  Their dreams, generation after generation, have been “dimmed by conflict 
and more than half a century of occupation.”  He also recognized the legitimate concerns 
of Israelis and their aspirations to live in peace and security. …  
“I will continue to speak out against any effort that undermines peace and moves the 
parties further away from constructive negotiations,” he said, urging Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders to resume a meaningful dialogue and welcoming all international initiatives that 
can help advance a just, comprehensive peace. … 
Cheikh Niang … Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of 
the Palestinian People … said the pandemic has particularly affected Palestinians.  The 
burden of endless occupation and a fragile economy has pushed to the brink the public 
health system in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including Jerusalem and the Gaza 
Strip, he said:  “These are times when the Palestinian people need not only expressions 
of solidarity, but also our empathetic action.” 
And yet, international media offer barely adequate coverage of the situation in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, he pointed out. … “I urge you in the media fraternity to 
seriously consider how history will judge our generation if we were to wrong the Palestinian 
people twice over,” first by standing aside while their rights are denied, and then by 
misreporting or not reporting current events.  “This would be tantamount to a miscarriage 
of justice,” he stressed. … 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/newsandmediacentre/116701.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_JusticeCommittee/Inquiries/JS52020R22Stage1ReportontheHateCrimeandPublicOrderBill20201210SPPaper878_.pdf
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…  Rabbi Michael Melchior, President of the Mosaica Center for Interreligious Cooperation 
— MERPI (Middle East Religious Peace Initiative), former Member of the Knesset and 
Cabinet Minister of Israel …  said the first principle of Judaism originates from Hillel [the 
Elder], more than 2,000 years ago:  “Do not do to the other what you would hate the other 
to do to you.”  From that principle stems his intense belief, from a religious perspective, in 
the return of the Jews to their ancient homeland and their right to self-determination.  “This 
is a personal belief that does not oblige anyone else,” he explained, saying these events, 
should they come to pass, are the fulfilment of a Biblical promise.  Likewise, it is not a 
“divine mistake” that another people — the Palestinian people — also live in the area, he 
added.  “I believe the same is true for the Palestinian people.” 
Pointing out that he has promoted a two-State solution for years, he recalled that, in 
collaboration with those who established the Islamic Movement, he created the religious 
peace track of the Middle East Peace Process, involving different Palestinian and Israeli 
parties.  Those efforts have saved thousands of lives on both sides, including those who 
were not “inside the classical peace tent,” he said. …  Many more people today are working 
for a just solution that will allow Palestinians to exercise their rights — “without which I 
believe the Israelis will not have their freedom or their future,” he stressed. … 
Nour Odeh, Founder and CEO of Connect Strategic Communications Consultancy, former 
Director of the Palestinian Media Centre and Spokesperson of the Palestinian Authority …  
said she does not share such optimism, explaining that she “lives the reality” of the 
occupation.  Emphasizing the importance of speaking about what is wrong with the 
narrative, she declared, “There is no peace,” adding, “and there is no process.”  Pointing 
out that peace is made between enemies, not friends, she disagreed with the need for 
partners and urged the parties instead to sit at a table where international law dictates the 
framework for a solution. … 
“We’re all put in this corner where we are forced to adopt the false narrative of two equal 
partners,” she said …  
“This is not about being partners; it is about Palestinians’ need to be emancipated from 
this occupation.” … 
Mr. Melchior … agreed that there are different narratives about who is more at fault. …  
Condemnations of Israel in international forums “have not brought help to the Palestinian 
people,” he emphasized.  … it is important to ask what went wrong.  “We need to bring in 
the forces that are dead set against it,” rather than simply organize a conference … We 
need to change the mindset and make people believe that peace is possible.” … 
Recalling when Israel abandoned its settlements only to incur a “rain of rockets” from Gaza 
and declarations by Palestinian leaders, [Mr Melchior] said the past explains current fears 
that similar events would unfold if agreement was reached on the pre-1967 borders. … 
Ms. Odeh … said that while making a commendable effort, “religious leaders should stick 
to religion.”  Agreeing that the conflict is not religious in nature, she emphasized, “This is 
about self-determination,” rejecting the formula whereby captives and captors are 
partners.  “We cannot be partners at this point,” unless it is on the ground resisting the 
occupation together, she stressed. … 
Ms. Odeh said the unholy situation unfolding in the Holy Land will end when it becomes 
more costly than pursuing the reality of injustice, when impunity is no longer encouraged 
and the humanity of those who have been dehumanized is recognized and respected … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/pal2238.doc.htm 

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
** Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 

Stage 1 Report, Justice Committee 
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_JusticeCommittee/Inquiries/JS52020R22Stage1Reporto
ntheHateCrimeandPublicOrderBill20201210SPPaper878_.pdf 
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  
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