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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Oral Answers 

Desecration of Corpses: Criminalisation 
Kieran Mullan (Conservative): What assessment his Department has made of the 
potential merits of criminalising the desecration of a corpse. (909928) 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice: The bodies of those 
who have died should be treated with dignity and respect. Where that does not 
happen, the criminal law can intervene and there are a number of offences that 
may apply: preventing the lawful burial of a body, outraging public decency, 
perverting the course of justice, removing human tissue without consent and so on. 
We will of course keep the law under review. 

Kieran Mullan: … I am supporting the campaign of the mother of Helen McCourt, whom 
we know in this place for successfully campaigning on Helen’s law, but who is equally 
determined, while understanding the points the Minister has made, to see further reform 
so that the criminal justice system adequately reflects how we would feel if one of our loved 
ones was desecrated after death. Will he agree to meet me and discuss with Helen 
McCourt’s mother further steps we might be able to take? 

Alex Chalk: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for raising that excellent point and for 
paying tribute to Mrs McCourt, whose brave campaign has led to Helen’s law, as 
he rightly indicates, getting on to the statute book, having recently received Royal 
Assent, in large part because of her campaigning activity. We keep the matter under 
review, and I would be delighted to meet him, as he suggests. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-12-08/debates/569FFF70-87B7-4F49-
86D3-B5672FE07483/DesecrationOfCorpsesCriminalisation 

 

“Helen’s Law” refers to the Prisoners (Disclosure of Information About Victims) Act, which 
can be read at  
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/19/contents   
 
 
 
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-12-08/debates/569FFF70-87B7-4F49-86D3-B5672FE07483/DesecrationOfCorpsesCriminalisation
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-12-08/debates/569FFF70-87B7-4F49-86D3-B5672FE07483/DesecrationOfCorpsesCriminalisation
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/19/contents


 2 

 

 

 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Islam: Religious Hatred 
Apsana Begum (Labour) [124888] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, if he will commission independent research on the 
causes of Islamophobia. 

Kelly Tolhurst: The Government keeps its policies on addressing hate crime under 
review and in doing so draws upon extensive existing research regarding the 
drivers of anti-Muslim hatred. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124888 
 

TOP 

 

Holocaust 
United Nations 

Genocide Victims Often Early Targets of Hate Speech, Violence, Secretary-General 
Says in Message for International Day, Stressing Prevention Involves Everyone 
… Genocide is the most heinous of crimes, encompassing all it touches in a tsunami of 
hate and destruction.  It is an assault on our most fundamental shared values. 
Today, as we remember and honour the victims of the crime of genocide, let us remember 
that the imperative to prevent genocide is foundational to the United Nations.  The 
Genocide Convention, adopted in December 1948 in the aftermath of the Holocaust and 
the Second World War, was the first human rights treaty adopted by the General 
Assembly.  It remains as relevant as ever as we work to prevent genocide and other 
atrocity crimes — crimes which are sadly still being perpetrated with impunity and no 
regard for the sanctity of human life. 
Genocide never fails to shock the world when it occurs.  But it is never committed without 
clear, multiple warning signs.  The victims are often early targets of hate speech, 
discrimination and violence.  One of our remaining challenges, 72 years after the Genocide 
Convention’s adoption, is to promptly recognize and act on these warning signs. 
Hate speech is a clear warning sign, and we need to do better in rejecting it in all its 
forms.  This includes ensuring that technology companies and social media platforms play 
their part.  Religious leaders and civil society also have a key role in 
prevention.  Governments need to guarantee civic space for human rights institutions and 
defenders to do their essential work, and they need to protect the rights of those at risk. 
To prevent genocide, it is also essential that we pursue credible and effective 
accountability.  The link between systemic impunity and atrocity crimes is clear.  The 
answer lies in impartial investigations backed up by prosecutions.  It also means access 
to justice and effective remedies for victims.  Although accountability processes 
acknowledge the suffering and courage of victims, they rarely address their psychological 
and material needs.  Victims have rights to truth, justice, reparation and a comprehensive 
package of guarantees of non-recurrence. 
Ultimately, preventing genocide involves all of society.  It is crucial that we all join hands 
to defend the principles of equality and human dignity and to repair the fissures and 
polarization that are so prevalent in our societies today.  On this international day to 
commemorate the victims of genocide and affirm their dignity, let us invest in prevention 
and commit to upholding the responsibilities established in the Genocide Convention. 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20482.doc.htm  

TOP 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124888
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20482.doc.htm
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Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

The following nine questions all received the same answer 
Palestinians: Disability 

Philippa Whitford (SNP) [124769] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment his Department has 
made of the needs of people with disabilities in the occupied Palestinian territory during 
the covid-19 pandemic. 
Philippa Whitford (SNP) [124770] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent steps his Department has taken to 
support the protection and fulfilment of the rights of people with disabilities in the occupied 
Palestinian territory throughout the covid-19 outbreak. 
Philippa Whitford (SNP) [124771] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent steps he has taken to encourage 
Israel to uphold its obligations to ensure the respect and fulfilment of the rights of 
Palestinians with disabilities under its effective control in the occupied Palestinian territory. 
Tommy Sheppard (SNP) [124782] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of 
the specific needs of people with disabilities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories during 
the covid-19 pandemic. 
Tommy Sheppard (SNP) [124783] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent steps his Department has taken to 
support the protection of rights of people with disabilities in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories to maintain their health, safety, dignity and independence during the covid-19 
outbreak. 
Tommy Sheppard (SNP) [124784] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent steps he has taken to encourage 
Israel to uphold its obligations to respect and fulfil the rights of Palestinians with disabilities 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
Dan Carden (Labour) [124855] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the specific 
needs of people with disabilities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories during the covid-
19 pandemic. 
Dan Carden (Labour) [124856] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what recent steps his Department has taken to support the 
protection of rights of people with disabilities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories to 
maintain their health, safety, dignity and independence during the covid-19 outbreak. 
Dan Carden (Labour) [124857] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what recent representations he has made to his Israeli 
counterpart on Israel upholding its obligations to ensure the respect and fulfilment of the 
rights of Palestinians with disabilities under its effective control in the occupied Palestinian 
territory. 

James Cleverly: Disability inclusion is an important issue for the FCDO, and the 
Ministerial team remains committed to embedding it across all our work, including 
as we respond to the ongoing impact of COVID-19. 
The UK is committed to supporting people with disabilities across our programmes 
in the OPTs. Following the outbreak of COVID-19, we have approved additional 
programming to strengthen disability inclusion across Palestinian society, which 
aims to ensure people with disabilities (PwD) are accounted for in the COVID-19 
crisis response through reviewing laws, regulations, HR policies and bylaws in 
public sector to analyse barriers to PwDs' participation in decision making. This will  
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be followed by an advocacy campaign targeting the gaps identified in the analysis. 
We also engage frequently with the Israelis on issues affecting ordinary 
Palestinians, including the impact of COVID-19. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124769 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124770 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124771 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124782 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124783 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124784  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124855  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124856 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124857  
 

Hamas 
Stephen Crabb (Conservative) [95050] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what recent assessment she has made of the extent of the links between the 
political and military wings of Hamas; and if she will make a statement. 

James Brokenshire: The Government does not routinely comment on intelligence 
matters. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-09-24/95050  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians: Migrant Camps 
The Earl of Sandwich (Crossbench) [HL10669] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of reports of the demolition of Humsah Al Bqai'a on 3 
November; and what representations they have made, if any, to the government of Israel 
about the support being provided to any children left without accommodation. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are seriously concerned by increasing rates of 
demolition of Palestinian property by the Israeli authorities. In all but the most 
exceptional of circumstances demolitions are contrary to International 
Humanitarian Law. The Minister for the Middle East and North Africa raised our 
concern about demolitions with the Israeli Ambassador to the UK on 29 October, 
and issued a statement outlining the UK's concern about the demolitions of 
structures in Humsa Al-Baqai'a on 6 November. Officials from the British Consulate 
General Jerusalem visited Humsa Al-Baqai'a on 6 November to reiterate UK 
support for the community. The UK provides funding to the West Bank Protection 
Consortium, which is coordinating with the Palestinian Red Cross and the United 
Nations to provide emergency shelter to the community of Humsa Al-Baqai'a, and 
determine the community's long-term needs. The UK is focused on preventing 
demolitions and evictions from happening in the first place through our legal aid 
programme, which supports Bedouin communities and Palestinians facing 
demolition or home eviction in both the West Bank and East Jerusalem. We 
continue  to  urge the  Government of  Israel to develop  improved  mechanisms for  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124769
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124770
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124771
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124782
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124783
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124784
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124855
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124856
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-03/124857
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-09-24/95050
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zoning, planning and permitting in Area C for the benefit of the Palestinian 
population, including by facilitating local Palestinian participation in such processes. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/hl10669 
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
** Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre briefing 
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2020/12/9/9aebc876-0895-11eb-83ec-
000d3a23af40/SB%2020-79.pdf  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
 

TOP 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/hl10669
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2020/12/9/9aebc876-0895-11eb-83ec-000d3a23af40/SB%2020-79.pdf
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2020/12/9/9aebc876-0895-11eb-83ec-000d3a23af40/SB%2020-79.pdf
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  

TOP 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/
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