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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answers 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Prisoners: Religion 

Lyn Brown (Labour) [121828] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, with reference to 
Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service Offender Equalities Annual Report 2019-20, 
published on 26 November 2020, if he will make an assessment of the reasons for a higher 
proportion of (a) Jewish and (b) Muslim prisoners being on a Basic Incentives status than 
the average for prisoners of all religious groups. 

Prisoners: Ethnic Groups 
Lyn Brown (Labour) [121827] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, with reference to 
Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service Offender Equalities Annual Report 2019-20, 
published on 26 November 2020, if he will make an assessment of the reasons for a higher 
proportion of (a) Black or Black British, (b) mixed and (c) Chinese or other ethnicity 
prisoners being on a Basic Incentives status than White or Asian or Asian British prisoners. 

Lucy Frazer: In line with recommendation 24 of the Lammy review, to increase the 
fairness and effectiveness of the Incentives system, the new Incentives Policy 
Framework requires Governors to establish Incentive Fora involving both staff and 
prisoners. 
These fora must review the fairness and effectiveness of the local Incentives policy, 
including the efficacy of the incentives offer. Fora must involve staff as well as white, 
Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic (BAME) and Gypsy, Traveller and Romany 
prisoners and all prisoner groups with protected characteristics where present in 
the local population. Where data indicates disproportionate outcomes for BAME 
prisoners or people with other protected characteristics, the Governor is required to 
take steps to investigate and explain why these discrepancies exist and set out 
what reforms or actions are to be put in place to address such discrepancies. 
A central quality assurance process has been introduced to monitor the new 
Incentives Forums and their outcomes. This will ensure that Prison Governors will 
be accountable in instances where the data indicates potential disproportionate 
outcomes for BAME service users. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121828  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121828
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and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121827 
 

The annual report referred to above can be read at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/938345/hmpps-offender-equalities-2019-2020.pdf 

 

The Lammy review, referred to above, can be read at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Prisoners: Ethnic Groups and Religion 
Lord Bradley (Labour) [HL10577] To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the prison 
population in England and Wales in each of the last five years (1) broken down by ethnic 
group, and (2) further subdivided by religion. 

Reply from Baroness Scott of Bybrook: The information requested is provided 
on the attached document. The total prison population also includes those held on 
remand or under sentence, immigration detainees and those convicted of civil 
offences. Figures of five and fewer have been suppressed in order to protect the 
potential identification of individuals. 
Table 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10577  
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Public Appointments 
Lord Boateng (Labour) [HL10570] To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their role in 
the process for appointments to the Equality and Human Rights Commission. 

Baroness Berridge: Appointments to the board of the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) are ministerial appointments, and the role of ministers in 
appointing EHRC commissioners is set out in the Equality Act 2006. 
The appointments follow a recruitment process set out in the Governance Code for 
Public Appointments and are regulated by the Commissioner for Public 
Appointments. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10570  
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 
Lord Boateng (Labour) [HL10571] To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 
they have made of the diversity of the members of the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) in terms of (1) ethnicity, and (2) religion; and what assessment they 
have made of the value that would be added to the credibility and effectiveness of the 
EHRC by addressing any deficit in the diversity of the organisation in that regard. 

Baroness Berridge: The Minister for Women and Equalities has recently 
announced five appointments to the board of the EHRC, to take effect from 1 
December 2020. With these appointments, the EHRC board will have four 
permanent members, out of 14, from minority ethnic backgrounds. This exceeds 
the government’s aim for 14% of all public appointments to come from ethnic 
minority backgrounds by 2022. 
One member of the EHRC board identifies as Muslim, seven as Christian, two as 
having no religion and four prefer not to say. 
The government is committed to maintaining diversity of appointments to the EHRC 
board. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10571  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121827
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/938345/hmpps-offender-equalities-2019-2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/938345/hmpps-offender-equalities-2019-2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/1254561/original/PQ%20HL10577%20-%20Lord%20Bradley%20-%20Table.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10577
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10570
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10571
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Equality and Human Rights Commission 
Lord Boateng (Labour) [HL10572] To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 
members of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) are (1) Black, or (2) 
Muslim, and what steps (a) they, and (b) the EHRC, plan to take to improve ethnic and 
religious diversity on the EHRC. 

Baroness Berridge: The Minister for Women and Equalities has recently 
announced five appointments to the board of the EHRC, to take effect from 1 
December 2020. With these appointments, the EHRC board will have four 
permanent members, out of 14, from minority ethnic backgrounds, including one 
black commissioner. This exceeds the government’s commitment and ambition for 
14% of all public appointments to come from ethnic minority backgrounds by 2022. 
At the moment, one member of the EHRC board identifies as Muslim. 
The government is committed to maintaining diversity of appointments to the EHRC 
board. 
At executive levels the EHRC, as an independent body, makes its own operational 
decisions about staff appointments. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10572  
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Black Lives Matter 
Lord Boateng (Labour) [HL10573] To ask Her Majesty's Government when Ministers last 
met with members of the Equality and Human Rights Commission to discuss the Black 
Lives Matter movement; whether any Black people were present at that meeting; and if so, 
in what capacity. 

Baroness Berridge: The Minister for Equalities, who is the sponsor Minister for the 
EHRC and is herself black, met the then Chair of the EHRC and its CEO on two 
occasions during the summer and more recently met the prospective new Chair of 
the Commission in mid-November. All these discussions covered, among other 
issues, the EHRC’s work on Covid-19 and ethnic minorities, including black people. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10573  
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 
Lord Boateng (Labour) [HL10574] To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 
employees at senior civil service grade or equivalent in the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission are (1) Black, (2) Asian, (3) members of another ethnic minority, or (4) Muslim. 

Baroness Berridge: The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC)’s 
recruitment practices and human resources strategy is the responsibility of the 
EHRC itself, as an independent organisation who makes its own operational 
decisions. I have therefore asked the chief executive of the EHRC to respond 
directly to the noble Lord and to send me a copy of her response. Copies of the 
chief executive’s response will also be placed in the Libraries of the House. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10574  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Updated guidance on funerals: COVID 19 
https://gov.wales/guidance-funerals-covid-19-html  

TOP 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10572
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10573
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10574
https://gov.wales/guidance-funerals-covid-19-html
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Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Body Searches 
Andy Slaughter (Labour) [123543] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make representations to his Israeli 
counterpart on the increase in the proportion of children strip searched in Israeli military 
detention. 

James Cleverly: The UK remains concerned about the treatment of Palestinian 
children detained in Israeli military detention. We are committed to working with 
Israel to secure improvements to the practices surrounding children in detention. 
Our Embassy in Tel Aviv have a regular dialogue with Israel on legal issues relating 
to the occupation, including on this issue. We also continue to fund projects 
providing legal aid to minors and capacity building to local lawyers. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-01/123543  
 

Israel: Detainees 
Andy Slaughter (Labour) [123544] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make representations to the 
Government of Israel on the findings of Save the Children's report entitled, Defenceless: 
The impact of the Israeli military detention system on Palestinian children, published on 
29 October 2020. 

James Cleverly: We are concerned by the findings of the Save the Children's 
report entitled, 'Defenceless: The impact of the Israeli military detention system on 
Palestinian children'. We remain concerned about the treatment of Palestinian 
children detained in Israeli prisons. Reports of the heavy use of painful restraints 
and the high number of Palestinian children who are not informed of their legal 
rights, in contravention of Israel's own regulations, are particularly concerning, as 
is the continued transfer of Palestinian child and adult detainees to prisons inside 
Israel in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention. We remain committed to 
working with Israel to secure improvements to the practices surrounding children in 
detention. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv have a regular dialogue with Israel on this issue. 
We also fund projects providing legal aid to minors and capacity building to local 
lawyers. We continue to call on the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations 
under international law. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-01/123544 
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/18366/pdf/defenceless_the_impact_of_i
sraeli_military_detention_on_palestinian_children_0.pdf  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10650] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further 
to the Written Answer by Baroness Sugg on 19 November (HL10059), what assessment 
they have made of the impact of (1) the government of Israel's decision not to recognise 
the state of Palestine, (2) that government's occupation of other territory, and (3) the 
blockade of the Gaza Strip, on opportunities to establish peace in that region. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK wants to see an end to the occupation, and 
the  creation  of  a  sovereign,   independent,  democratic,   contiguous  and  viable  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-01/123543
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-01/123544
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/18366/pdf/defenceless_the_impact_of_israeli_military_detention_on_palestinian_children_0.pdf
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/18366/pdf/defenceless_the_impact_of_israeli_military_detention_on_palestinian_children_0.pdf
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Palestinian state, living in peace and security, side by side with Israel. We have a 
regular dialogue with both the Palestinian Authority and the Government of Israel 
in which we reiterate the need for both sides to prepare their populations for 
peaceful coexistence and a two state solution. Steps to transform the situation in 
Gaza are also needed. We continue to stress to the Israeli authorities the damage 
that their restrictions on movement, access and trade are doing to the living 
standards of ordinary Palestinians in Gaza and that supporting legal trade for 
Gazans is firmly in Israel's long-term interests. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10650 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-09/hl10059  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10651] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel about reports that that 
government has closed roads and thus prevented Palestinians accessing their agricultural 
land. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on 
freedom of movement within the West Bank, including to and from Palestinian 
agricultural land. The UK Government continues to raise our concerns about Israeli 
restrictions on freedom of movement and access into and out of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, with the Israeli authorities. We continue to stress to the 
Israeli authorities the damage that their restrictions on movement, access and trade 
are doing to the living standards of ordinary Palestinians. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10651  
 

Palestinians: Health Services 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10924] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the Palestinian Authority about the provision of 
healthcare to people with disabilities. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CPRD) was ratified in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) in 
2014. The Palestinian Authority's (PA) Prime Minister, Dr Shtayyeh, has also 
recently committed to finding a solution for comprehensive health insurance for 
people with disabilities, as guaranteed under PA law. 
The UK is supporting people with disabilities through a range of our programmes in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. For example, through our CSSF Gender 
equality projects, following the outbreak of COVID-19, we have approved additional 
programming to strengthen disability inclusion across Palestinian society, which 
aims to ensure people with disabilities (PwD) are accounted for in the COVID-19 
crisis response through reviewing laws, regulations, HR policies and bylaws in 
public sector to analyse barriers to PwDs participation in decision making. This will 
be followed by an advocacy campaign targeting the gaps identified in the analysis. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-30/hl10924 
 

Gaza Strip: Water 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10652] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the submission by the Al Mezan Centre for Human Rights, 
the Al-Haq – Law in the Service of Man, the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies and 
the Habitat International Coalition – Housing and Land Rights Network Joint Urgent 
Appeal   to   the  United   Nations   Special   Procedures   on   the  escalating   water   and  
sanitation crisis in the Gaza Strip, occupied Palestinian territory, published on 9 November. 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10650
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-09/hl10059
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10651
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-30/hl10924
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Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We remain concerned about the ongoing 
humanitarian situation in Gaza, including access to a reliable water supply and 
sanitation services. Through our economic development programme, UK Aid helps 
improve water and energy supply in Gaza. 
We are supporting a World Bank programme that aims to increase the volume, 
quality and reliability of water supply across the OPTs, by providing technical 
assistance and developing infrastructure. We will also help fund the construction of 
pipelines and reservoirs in Gaza to carry water from the Gaza Central Desalination 
Plant to households and businesses across the strip. When completed this plant 
will have doubled the water supply in Gaza ensuring that 2 million Gazans have 
greater access to this vital resource. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10652 
 

The Joint Urgent Appeal referred to above can be read at 
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1605008575924.pdf  
 

West Bank: Education 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) [HL10598] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the report by the Norwegian Refugee Council Raided and 
Razed: Attacks on West Bank Education, published on 12 November; and what plans they 
have to raise this subject with the government of Israel in a joint démarche with other 
European countries. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are concerned by the findings of the report by the 
Norwegian Refugee Council, 'Raided and Razed: Attacks on West Bank 
Education', published on 12 November. The right to education is basic, and it is 
essential to have a strong and thriving Palestinian education system in order to 
provide opportunities for the next generation. This is why the UK is committed to 
providing support to education workers in the West Bank, and UNRWA education 
in the West Bank and Gaza. The Minister of State for the Middle East and North 
Africa raised UK concerns about the demolition of Palestinian infrastructure, 
including potential demolition of schools, with the Israeli Ambassador to the UK on 
29 October. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv also raised our concern about the demolition 
of schools with the Government of Israel on 13 October, alongside European 
partners. In all but the most exceptional of circumstances demolitions are contrary 
to International Humanitarian Law. We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its 
obligations under international law and have a regular dialogue with Israel on legal 
issues relating to the occupation, including the treatment of Palestinian children. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10598 
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.nrc.no/globalassets/pdf/reports/raided-and-razed/raided-and-razed.pdf  
 

UNRWA: Humanitarian Aid 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) [HL10813] To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 
plan to provide emergency funds to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East in light of the call by its Commissioner-General 
Philippe Lazzarini on 9 November for humanitarian assistance. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is a long-term supporter of the United Nations 
Relief Works Agency (UNRWA), and we recognise UNRWA's unique mandate from 
the UN General Assembly to protect and provide protection and core services to 
Palestinian refugees across the Middle East. We are providing £51 million to 
UNRWA in 2020/2021. Reports that UNRWA may not be able to pay the salaries 
of its staff in full are very worrying. To that end, the UK is working with UNRWA and 
other  donors  to  improve  UNRWA's  financial  viability.  This  includes  broadening  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10652
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1605008575924.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-23/hl10598
https://www.nrc.no/globalassets/pdf/reports/raided-and-razed/raided-and-razed.pdf
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UNRWA's donor base, encouraging the full disbursement of pledges and support 
through multi-year funding. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/hl10813 
 

The Commissioner-General’s call, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/commissioner-general-letter-staff-
urgency-unrwas-financial-situation  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
 

TOP 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/hl10813
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/commissioner-general-letter-staff-urgency-unrwas-financial-situation
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/commissioner-general-letter-staff-urgency-unrwas-financial-situation
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
 
** Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  

TOP 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/
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