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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Religion: Finance 
Alicia Kearns (Conservative) [121403] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, what assessment he has made of the potential 
merits of introducing a legal requirement for religious institutions to publicly declare (a) 
donations and (b) overseas funding. 

Kelly Tolhurst: Faith-based organisations and faith-based giving play an important 
role in our society. Their contributions play an integral role in supporting our most 
vulnerable in communities and tackling a number of social challenges. 
Faith-based Institutions and organisations registered as a charity (with an income 
of over £25,000) and as other not for profit entities, either through the Charity 
Commission or Companies House, are required to produce and submit annual 
returns, reports and accounts to their relevant regulatory body. All returns, reports 
and accounts required by law must be made available on request by the registering 
body or is made accessible via a public register. 
Some religious charities are ‘excepted’ from charity registration and are not required 
to register or submit annual returns. They are still charities, and are subject to 
charity law. 
This government encourages greater transparency across the charity sector as a 
matter of good practice and it is our assessment that the current level of legal 
transparency, regarding sources of funding for charities, is appropriate. It is right 
that charities are not legally required to publicly disclose the identity of individual 
donors because donor anonymity can be an important factor in giving people the 
confidence to donate to charitable causes they care about. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-26/121403  
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Ministry for Communities, Housing and Local Government and 
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 

COVID-19: Updated guidance for small marriages and civil partnerships 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-
partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships 
 
COVID-19: Updated guidance for wedding and civil partnership receptions and celebrations 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-
partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-wedding-and-civil-partnership-receptions-and-celebrations  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Updated guidance to local authorities, approved premises and places of worship on 
marriages and civil partnerships: coronavirus 
https://gov.wales/guidance-marriages-and-civil-partnerships-coronavirus-html  
 
Updated operational risk assessment considerations for wedding venues and those 
hosting wedding events 
https://gov.wales/operational-risk-assessment-considerations-wedding-venues-and-
those-hosting-wedding-events-html  

TOP 

 

Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

United Arab Emirates: Israel 
Stephen Morgan (Labour) [121346] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the potential 
effect of the signing of the Abraham Accords on stability in the Middle East. 

James Cleverly: The UK warmly welcomed the normalisation agreements between 
Israel, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, and Sudan. These are historic steps 
which sees the normalisation of relations between friends of the UK. We also 
welcome the suspension of plans for Israeli annexation of the West Bank - a move 
the UK has opposed - as it would have been counterproductive to securing peace 
in the region. The changing regional context and converging Arab and Israeli 
interests presents an opening to make progress on the Israel-Palestine issue. The 
UK welcomed therefore the announcement on 19 November that the Palestinian 
Authority and Government of Israel have agreed to restore cooperation. Restoring 
cooperation is an important and constructive step towards peace, and shows both 
sides are willing to put the needs and security of both Israelis and Palestinians first. 
We need to build on this momentum through further dialogue and compromise to 
move towards a two state solution and a lasting solution to the conflict. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-26/121346 
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The following two questions both received the same answer 
Israel: Palestinians 

Stephen Crabb (Conservative) [121825] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether it remains the UK’s position that any 
settlement resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict should include recognition of the plight 
of Jewish refugees from the Middle East and North Africa as well as Palestinian refugees. 
Stephen Crabb (Conservative) [121826] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his 
international counterparts on recognition and restitution for Jewish refugees from the 
Middle East and North Africa. 

James Cleverly: We are clear that the status of refugees must be agreed as part 
of any final peace agreement between Israel and the Palestinians. The United 
Kingdom is focused on working with international and regional partners to harness 
the changing Israeli-Arab relations to encourage a return to dialogue. The history 
of Jewish migration and displacement in the region is highly complex and cannot 
be ignored. We acknowledge that the Jewish community has experienced 
unacceptable suffering. We continue to support the aspiration for a Jewish 
homeland in the modern state of Israel, just as we support the objective of a viable 
and sovereign Palestinian state. A peaceful future for the Middle East depends on 
a peace agreement that offers fair restitution for both sides, and a willingness on 
the part of all countries in the region to respect the rights of minorities and build 
inclusive societies which enshrine and uphold those rights. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121825  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121826 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121825
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121826
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
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