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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Weddings: Coronavirus 
Cheryl Gillan (Conservative) [122545] To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy, whether he has made an assessment of the potential merits of 
introducing different guest restriction numbers at weddings in different covid-19 tiers; and 
if he will make a statement. 

Paul Scully: Wedding and civil partnership ceremonies with fifteen guests 
attending are allowed in Tiers 1, 2 and 3. Wedding receptions with fifteen guests 
can take place in Tiers 1 and 2 in COVID-19 Secure venues. Wedding receptions 
are not permitted in Tier 3. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-30/122545 
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Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Caroline Ansell (Conservative) [121871] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the 
effect of (a) the Israeli NGO Save a Child’s Heart and (b) other peaceful coexistence 
projects on the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; and if he will make a statement. 

James Cleverly: The UK does not provide financial assistance to Save a Child's 
Heart and has not made a recent assessment of the charity's effectiveness. The 
UK supports work in the Occupied Palestinian Territories to improve the lives of 
Palestinians and is supportive of peaceful coexistence projects as a way to improve 
understanding between  people on both sides of the conflict  and help build support  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-30/122545
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for a peaceful, negotiated resolution. Ultimately, the only way to achieve 
coexistence is through a negotiated two-state solution that delivers peace for both 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121871 
 

Palestinians: Development Aid 
Sarah Champion (Labour) [122714] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what access the UK will have to the EU 
PEGASE mechanism for providing assurance in relation to overseas development 
assistance allocated to the Palestinian Authority for paying salaries in the Authority’s 
health and education services after the end of the transition period. 

James Cleverly: The UK has been supporting the Palestinian Authority's health 
and education sectors through the EU PEGASE mechanism. Salary payments 
have been transferred to a dedicated bank account and are then paid to carefully 
vetted individuals. Each payment is independently audited to ensure it has been 
received by the intended recipient. 
At the end of the transition period, the UK will be able to continue to access the 
PEGASE mechanism as this is available for use by both EU and non-EU member 
states. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-30/122714 
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Foreign Affairs 
House of Commons Oral Answers 

Business of the House 
Lisa Cameron (SNP): According to Open Doors, there are more than 93 million Christians 
in Nigeria at risk of persecution. I have also received a very worrying inquiry from a 
constituent regarding the burning down of six synagogues in Nigeria. Can we have a much 
needed statement on what can be done to ensure the protection of vulnerable religious 
minority groups from persecution in Nigeria? 

Jacob Rees-Mogg: This is a matter of considerable concern to the Government, 
and the Government have been raising it with the Nigerian authorities. I will pass 
on the details of the hon. Lady’s question, because we must do whatever we can 
to ensure religious toleration across the world. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-12-03/debates/953B001E-B2B6-4769-
B554-3B3A517AE226/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-1C590C69-C215-4A24-963E-
3BAFA384F2C3  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-27/121871
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-30/122714
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-12-03/debates/953B001E-B2B6-4769-B554-3B3A517AE226/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-1C590C69-C215-4A24-963E-3BAFA384F2C3
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-12-03/debates/953B001E-B2B6-4769-B554-3B3A517AE226/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-1C590C69-C215-4A24-963E-3BAFA384F2C3
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-12-03/debates/953B001E-B2B6-4769-B554-3B3A517AE226/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-1C590C69-C215-4A24-963E-3BAFA384F2C3
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
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Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
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