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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Immigration Rules: Religion 
Alexander Stafford (Conservative) [117405] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what assessment she has made of the effect of immigration rules for people 
of faith on faith groups in the UK. 

Kevin Foster: This Government recognises the importance of faith across our 
communities in the UK and welcomes the value added by members of religious 
institutions from across the world. This is reflected in the two dedicated immigration 
arrangements which exist for Ministers of Religion and Religious Workers. These 
provisions will continue in the future immigration system and be opened to EEA and 
Swiss nationals. 
Faith leaders have a dedicated point of contact within the Department, who regularly 
engage on such topics to ensure the future immigration system works for the whole 
of the UK. I have also met with senior figures from the Roman Catholic Church to 
discuss their thoughts on the migration system. 
All immigration routes, including the two dedicated routes for religious 
organisations, are subject to regular review. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117405  
 

Religious Buildings: Coronavirus 
Barry Sheerman (Labour Co-op) [116387] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, what recent discussions he has had with faith 
leaders on financial support for places of worship during the covid-19 outbreak. 

Kelly Tohurst: Over the course of the Covid-19 outbreak we have engaged faith 
groups through regular meetings of our Places of Worship Taskforce and faith 
roundtables. Among the subjects discussed has been the financial sustainability of 
places of worship. We are only too aware of the effect the reduction in income and 
donations has had on many of our places of worship as a result of the pandemic. 
During the pandemic, faith and belief groups have been able to access a range of 
government-backed  financial support measures,  and we will continue to work with  
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them to further understand how government can support them to respond to the 
pressures they face on sustaining their organisations during this time. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/116387 
 

Religious Buildings: Coronavirus 
Lisa Cameron (SNP) [116530] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government, what steps he is taking to ensure that religious services will be 
able to resume at the earliest possibility in England. 

Kelly Tolhurst: From 2 December, the Government will adopt a regionally-
differentiated approach to controlling transmission of the Coronavirus, where 
different tiers of restrictions apply in different parts of the country. 
Communal worship will be permitted to restart under all local restriction tiers. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/116530  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Public Order Act 1986 
Lord Vinson (Conservative) [HL10255] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the proposal included in the report by the Law Commission 
Hate crime laws: A consultation paper, published on 23 September, to remove the dwelling 
exception from section 18 of the Public Order Act 1986; whether they intend to take steps 
to ensure that freedom of speech is upheld regardless of any changes arising as a result 
of that consultation; if not, why not; and what discussions the have had with the Law 
Commission about that proposal. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government is committed to upholding free 
speech and legislation is in place to protect this fundamental right. The UK is an 
open and diverse country and freedom of speech is one of the values that defines 
us as a society. The Law Commission’s consultation closes on the 24th December 
and we encourage those with an interest to share their views. 
We will consider the review’s recommendations and respond once it is complete. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-11/hl10255  
 

The consultation referred to above can be read at 
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lawcom-prod-storage-
11jsxou24uy7q/uploads/2020/10/Hate-crime-final-report.pdf  
 
 

Department for Education 

Gateshead Jewish Nursery School: warning notice 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/806696/Gateshead_Jewish_Nursery_APR_19.pdf 

TOP 

 

Israel 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

UK response to settlements in Har Homa 
A  Foreign,   Commonwealth  &  Development   spokesperson  said:   The   UK  is   deeply  
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concerned by the Government of Israel’s decision to advance the construction of 540 new 
buildings in the existing settlement of Har Homa, in southern Jerusalem. This follows the 
announcement on 15 November to advance 1,257 settlement units in Givat HaMatos. 
The UK’s position on Israeli settlements is clear: they are illegal under international law 
and damaging to efforts to rebuild trust and dialogue between the parties. 
We urge Israel to reverse this decision immediately. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-response-to-settlements-in-har-homa  
 
 

United Nations 

Israeli occupation cost Gaza $16.7 billion in past decade – UNCTAD estimates 
The cumulative economic cost of the Israeli occupation, only from the prolonged closure 
and military operations in Gaza, during the 2007–2018 period, is estimated at $16.7 billion, 
according to the latest UNCTAD report to the UN General Assembly. … 
It projects that without the closure and military operations, Gaza’s poverty rate in 2017 
could have been 15%, more than a quarter of the current 56%. The poverty gap could 
have been 4.2%, one-fifth of the current 20%. 
The report stresses the urgent need to end the closure of Gaza so that its people can freely 
trade with the rest of the occupied Palestinian territory and the world. It emphasizes the 
urgency of restoring Palestinians’ right to free movement for business, medical care, 
education, recreation and family ties. … 
Gaza has one of the highest unemployment rates in the world and more than half of its 
population lives below the poverty line, the report notes. Most of the people have no access 
to safe water, regular and reliable electricity supply or even a proper sewage system. 
Between 2007 and 2018, the regional Palestinian economy in Gaza grew by less than 5%, 
and its share in the Palestinian economy decreased from 31% to 18% in 2018. … 
If Gaza’s share of the occupied Palestinian territory’s economy were to remain the same 
as in 2006, Gaza’s GDP would have been 50% higher than its actual size. 
The report provides recommendations to put Gaza back on track towards sustainable 
development. These include the complete lifting of restrictions on access and movement 
with the West Bank and the rest of the world. 
It also recommends complete unlocking of Gaza’s economic potential by investing and 
building seaports and airports, water and electricity projects. 
In addition, the Palestinian government should be enabled to develop the oil and natural 
gas resources off the shore of Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://unctad.org/news/israeli-occupation-cost-gaza-167-billion-past-decade-unctad-estimates 
 
Economic costs of the Israeli occupation for the Palestinian people: the Gaza Strip 
under closure and restrictions 
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/a75d310_en_1.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 
Council of Europe 

Backsliding on minority rights weakens democracy 
Over the past two years, the Council of Europe’s  advisory body has continued  to observe  
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the rise of nationalist, populist and xenophobic movements and political parties. While 
many persons belonging to national minorities still cannot participate fully in their societies’ 
cultural, economic and public life, populist xenophobic discourse in the name of the 
“majority” is seeking to limit their space even further. Political representatives from both far 
right and mainstream political parties often actively play a part in, or fail to condemn, 
intolerant statements or even hate speech targeting national minorities. Acceptance of 
such discourse dissuades persons belonging to minorities to seek an active role in public 
debate and effectively participate in public affairs and in making decisions in the areas 
which affect them, the Committee stresses. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/backsliding-on-minority-rights-weakens-democracy  
 
Biennial Report: Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the 
Protection of National Minorities 
https://rm.coe.int/12th-acfc-biennial-activity-report-en-
final/1680a07db8#:~:text=The%20Framework%20Convention%20for%20the%20Protecti
on%20of%20National%20Minorities%20was,entered%20into%20force%20in%201998.&
text=See%20Resolution%202262(2019)%20%E2%80%9C,%E2%80%9D%2C%20adopt
ed%20in%20January%202019. 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Ethnic disparities and inequality in the UK (closing date 30 November 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-
call-for-evidence/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-call-for-evidence 
 
** closes in 7 days 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law (closing date 3 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/weddings/#weddings-consultation-paper 
 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
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