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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Coronavirus: Collective Worship 
Jon Trickett (Labour) [91941] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, 
if he will publish (a) advice and (b) guidance provided by the (i) Chief Medical Officer and 
(ii) Public Health England on the ban on communal worship during the November 2020 
covid-19 national lockdown. 

Nadine Dorries: Public Health England had not been requested to research and 
publish detailed specific data on the numbers of COVID-19 cases related to place 
of worship and allied settings on outbreak investigation. This is now being 
performed. 
Throughout the pandemic, the Government has listened carefully to the views of 
the scientific community, the information from the Scientific Advisory Group for 
Emergencies and its sub-groups when taking decisions on the best way to tackle 
the pandemic. 
It is known that confined spaces, multiple households, limited ventilation, and 
people raising their voices are all known to be risk factors when spreading 
COVID-19. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-13/91941  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Gregory Campbell (DUP) [1180] Re-open churches for public worship – That this 
House notes the discussions taking place between the Government and the devolved 
legislatures on a greater degree of consensus on how various restrictions are implemented 
in the run up to Christmas; and calls on the Government to include in the discussions the 
issue of the re-opening of churches for public worship, during what is for many people a 
very significant and important time of year. 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/57762  
 
 
 
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-13/91941
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/57762
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Scottish Government 

Updated guidance for funeral directors on managing infection risks when handling 
the deceased and funeral services 
https://tinyurl.com/y6gznbpl 

TOP 

 

Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Israel: West Bank 

Stephen Hammond (Conservative) [909175] Whether [the Minister] made 
representations during his recent visit to Israel to his counterpart in the Israeli Government 
on proposals to annex parts of the West Bank. 

Israel: Palestinians 
Stephen Hammond (Conservative) [909181] What diplomatic steps [the Minister] is 
taking to support peace between Israel and the Palestinian people. 

James Cleverly: We have actively encouraged the parties back to dialogue. The 
Foreign Secretary visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in August 
and urged Palestinian President Abbas and Israeli PM Netanyahu to renew 
cooperation, and work towards further confidence-building measures and dialogue. 
The Foreign Secretary welcomed the recent decision by the Palestinian Authority 
& the Government of Israel to restore cooperation. We encourage the parties to 
build on this momentum through further dialogue and compromise to move towards 
a lasting solution to the conflict. We also welcomed the announcement, on 13 
August, of the suspension of annexation plans. Annexation would have been 
contrary to international law, counterproductive to peace and a severe blow to 
prospects for a two-state solution. We hope both of these developments can be 
used as a step towards direct talks between the two sides. The UK stands ready to 
support. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/909175 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/909181  
 

West Bank: Demolition 
Bell Ribeiro-Addy (Labour) [116656] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the recent 
demolition of Palestinian homes in the Bedouin settlement of Khirbet Humsa, in the Jordan 
Valley. 

James Cleverly: We are concerned by increasing rates of demolition of Palestinian 
property by the Israeli authorities. In all but the most exceptional of circumstances 
demolitions are contrary to International Humanitarian Law. I raised our concern 
about demolitions with the Israeli Ambassador to the UK on 29 October, and issued 
a statement outlining the UK's concern about the demolitions of structures in 
Humsa Al-Baqai'a on 6 November. Officials from the British Consulate General 
Jerusalem visited Humsa Al-Baqai'a on 6 November to reiterate UK support for the 
community. The UK provides funding to the West Bank Protection Consortium, 
which is coordinating with the Palestinian Red Cross and the United Nations to 
provide emergency  shelter to the community of Humsa Al-Baqai'a,  and determine  

 

https://tinyurl.com/y6gznbpl
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/909175
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/909181
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the community's long-term needs. The UK is focused on preventing demolitions and 
evictions from happening in the first place through our legal aid programme, which 
supports Bedouin communities and Palestinians facing demolition or home eviction 
in both the West Bank and East Jerusalem. We continue to urge the Government 
of Israel to develop improved mechanisms for zoning, planning and permitting in 
Area C for the benefit of the Palestinian population, including by facilitating local 
Palestinian participation in such processes. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/116656 
 

Palestinians: Universities 
Andrew Percy (Conservative) [115591] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what representations he has made to the 
Palestinian Authority following reports that a Palestinian university has named its new 
entrance gate after Salah Khalaf, known as Abu Iyad, who planned the Munich Olympics 
massacre in 1972 in which 11 Israeli athletes were murdered. 

James Cleverly: Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to adhere to the principle of non-
violence and to tackle language and actions that could incite violence or hatred. We 
have a regular dialogue with the Palestinian Authority in which we reiterate the need 
for both sides to prepare their populations for peaceful coexistence, including by 
promoting a more positive portrayal of each other. We continue to urge both the 
Israeli and Palestinian leaderships to avoid engaging in, or encouraging, any type 
of action and language that makes it more difficult to achieve a culture of peaceful 
coexistence and a negotiated solution to the conflict. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-16/115591 
 

Palestinian Authority: Textbooks 
Greg Smith (Conservative) [909171] What progress has been made on the international 
review of the content of Palestinian Authority school textbooks. 

James Cleverly: The UK is concerned about allegations of incitement in 
Palestinian Authority textbooks. The Foreign Secretary raised this with the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) during his visit to the Occupied Palestinian Territories in 
August. An independent, EU commissioned, review of PA textbooks is ongoing. In 
July, an interim report was submitted to the EU. We have regular discussions with 
our European Partners to encourage them to finalise the report as soon as possible. 
Officials discussed the review with the EU most recently on 19 November. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/909171  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

UNRWA: Pay 
Lord Judd (Labour) [HL10176] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to reports that 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees cannot afford to pay 
the salaries of its staff,  what steps they are taking to support that agency. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is a long-term supporter of UNRWA, and we 
recognise UNRWA's unique mandate from the UN General Assembly to protect 
and provide protection and core services to Palestinian refugees across the Middle 
East. We are providing £51m to UNRWA in 2020/2021. Reports that UNRWA may 
not be able to pay the salaries of its staff in full are very worrying. To that end, the 
UK is working with UNRWA and other donors to improve UNRWA's financial 
viability. This includes broadening UNRWA's donor base, and encouraging multi-
year funding. 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/116656
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-16/115591
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/909171
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-10/hl10176 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10200] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further 
to the Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 2 November (HL9334), whether 
such training exercises are permissible under international law. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK remains of the view that Israel's presence in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories amounts to an occupation, which is governed 
by relevant rules of international law. We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its 
obligations under international law and have a regular dialogue with Israel on legal 
issues relating to the occupation, including the Israeli security forces' rules of 
engagement. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-10/hl10200  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-10-19/hl9334  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 
 
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-10/hl10176
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-10/hl10200
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-10-19/hl9334
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584
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Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Ethnic disparities and inequality in the UK (closing date 30 November 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-
call-for-evidence/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-call-for-evidence 
 
** closes in 8 days 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law (closing date 3 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/weddings/#weddings-consultation-paper 
 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  

TOP 
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