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Holocaust 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Nuremberg tribunal: UK statement delivered by Ambassador Neil Bush at the OSCE 
Permanent Council on 19 November 2020 
The Nuremberg Trials were the first of their kind. After one of history’s darkest chapters, 
they marked a reassertion of justice, human rights and accountability. They set a 
precedent for the prosecution of war crimes and genocide in Cambodia, the former 
Yugoslavia, Rwanda, and others. And they led to the creation of the ICC. 
History records the fact that Nuremberg paved the way for all the efforts to pursue justice 
that followed. This anniversary allows us to reflect on our history, while ensuring that 
history is not used as a political tool. It also allows us to holds a mirror to the lessons we 
have learnt, and the progress we have made. 
Given the impunity we still see today, it’s a timely reminder of the need to recommit to 
strengthening international criminal justice. 
The UK played a key role at Nuremberg, just as we have in the development of 
international law in the decades since. The struggle is far from over. We pledge to continue 
to bring an end to impunity for the worst crimes. And we do so in close partnership with 
every nation who shares those values and our collective vision of a safer and more just 
world. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/nuremberg-tribunal-uk-statement 
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Israel 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Human rights priority countries: ministerial statement, January to June 2020 
In July 2020, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) published the 2019 Human 
Rights and Democracy Report. … It  focused  on  30 countries  where  we  are  particularly  

 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/nuremberg-tribunal-uk-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2019
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concerned about human rights issues, and where we consider that the UK can make a real 
difference. This statement provides an updated assessment of the 30 priority countries 
from 1 January to 30 June 2020. … 
The 30 Human Rights Priority Countries are: Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Burundi, 
Central African Republic, China, Colombia, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK), Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Eritrea, Iran, Iraq, Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, Libya, Maldives, Myanmar, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Somalia, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, 
Yemen, and Zimbabwe. … 
The human rights situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) 
remained of concern. The Coalition Agreement of the new Government of Israel (GoI) 
announced the possibility of bringing forward annexation of parts of the West Bank from 1 
July. The UK remains strongly opposed to annexation, which would be contrary to 
international law. Israeli settlement activity continued and included announced 
advancements in E1 and Givat HaMatos. Despite COVID-19, settler violence and Israeli 
demolitions of Palestinian property in East Jerusalem and Area C continued at a similar 
pace to 2019. Concerns remained over the use of excessive force by Israeli Security 
Forces, and the fatal shooting of disabled Palestinian Iyad Hallaq by Israeli Border Police 
in Jerusalem drew wide condemnation. Overall, 21 Palestinians were killed by Israeli 
forces, including 19 by live ammunition. One Israeli soldier was killed by Palestinians. The 
number of Palestinian minors held in Israeli military detention fell, with 151 held at the end 
of June. 
In March, the Palestinian Authority (PA) declared a state of emergency to tackle COVID-
19, temporarily abrogating certain rights. PA security forces were accused of the 
excessive use of force on occasions when attempting to enforce lockdown restrictions. 
The suspension of cooperation between the PA and the GoI also affected movement and 
access between the OPTs and Israel. The situation in Gaza was relatively calm, although 
155 rockets and mortars were fired into Israel. Access to Gaza, already limited, was heavily 
curtailed from mid-March because of COVID-19. Hamas, the de facto authority, continued 
to issue death sentences. In June, Hamas arrested dozens of Fatah-affiliated activists for 
political activity. … 
To read the full report see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-priority-countries-autumn-2020-
ministerial-statement/human-rights-priority-countries-ministerial-statement-january-to-june-2020 
 
 

United Nations 

First Person: Four years on, hopes of return still distant for refugee pianist 
Mr. Ahmad, a recipient of the International Beethoven Prize for Human Rights in 2015, 
became known around the world for a video in which he played piano, surrounded by 
children, amidst the rubble of the Yarmouk refugee camp. 
Today, he is still living in Germany with his wife and two children, giving online piano 
lessons in his free time due to restrictions because of Covid-19, but dreams of being able 
to visit Syria, and bring some joy to the children in Yarmouk. … 
Statelessness is an issue for me and every Palestinian: Palestinian refugees, whether 
they’ve come to Germany from Syria, Jordan or Lebanon, are classed as stateless. 
When I wanted to get a driver’s licence in Germany, my country of origin was written as 
"XXX". I wondered where "XXX" could be? Maybe the Moon, or Mars? This situation is 
funny, but shameful, and Palestinian refugees talk about it every day. This is why we 
always keep a map of our homeland in our hearts, our minds and our memories. … 
Since living here, my family and I are like trees torn from their roots. Of course, I am happy 
that I escaped from ISIS, but we are dying a slow death. … 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-priority-countries-autumn-2020-ministerial-statement/human-rights-priority-countries-ministerial-statement-january-to-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-priority-countries-autumn-2020-ministerial-statement/human-rights-priority-countries-ministerial-statement-january-to-june-2020
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If I could play anywhere in the world, I would choose to return to Syria and play in the 
camp. This is the best musical experience I can think of. … 
I hope that the universal language of my music shows that we are not Germans, 
Americans, Palestinians or Syrians: we are all humans. 
To read the full press release see 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/11/1078242  
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Other Relevant Information 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Respect, equality, participation: exploring human rights education in Great Britain 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/respect_equality_participation_ex
ploring_human_rights_education_in_great_britain.pdf  
 
 

British Sikh Report 

British Sikh Report 2020: An insight into the British Sikh Community  
https://britishsikhreport.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/British-Sikh-Report-2020.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/11/1078242
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/respect_equality_participation_exploring_human_rights_education_in_great_britain.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/respect_equality_participation_exploring_human_rights_education_in_great_britain.pdf
https://britishsikhreport.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/British-Sikh-Report-2020.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Ethnic disparities and inequality in the UK (closing date 30 November 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-
call-for-evidence/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-call-for-evidence 
 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law (closing date 3 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/weddings/#weddings-consultation-paper 
 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
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