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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Antisemitism in Modern Society 
col 1524  The Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(James Brokenshire):  … Today’s debate is timely, given the growing challenge of 
antisemitism, and fittingly, it comes less than a month since we marked Holocaust 
Memorial Day and a short few weeks after I had the privilege of joining mourners from 
around the world to bury six unknown victims of the holocaust—the Shoah—including a 
child. It was the first time that this has happened on British soil and probably the only time 
that it will. These were incredibly moving moments not just for the Jewish community, but 
for our entire country. For me personally, it was a poignant reminder of my father-in-law, 
who escaped Nazi Germany and came to Britain with the help of the MI6 agent Frank 
Foley, whose actions also saved the lives of thousands of other Jews. Millions of others 
were not so lucky. I pay tribute to Members across the House for their powerful testimony 
and reflections in remembrance of what was one of the darkest chapters in human history. 
That chapter should have been, as the last of those who lived through it leave us, the final 
word on the evil of antisemitism and hatred and bigotry in all their forms, but sadly, as the 
need for today’s debate demonstrates, the oldest hatred is still with us. … 
For the third year running, the number of antisemitic incidents in the UK is sadly at an all-
time high, according to the figures released this month by the Community Security Trust. 
This equates to 1,652 incidents last year, with over 100 incidents reported in each month 
for the first time in a single calendar year. The surge of antisemitism online, up 54% on 
2017, is a particular area of concern … 

 

col 1525  Paula Sherriff (Labour): I thank the Secretary of State for celebrating the work 
of CST, which has done extraordinary work to keep many of us safe. The Government 
currently provide a significant proportion of funding for security guards, on a commercial 
basis, to support CST’s work and to keep schools safe. Has he considered making that a 
multi-year grant, rather than a one-year grant, to ensure that political affiliation does not 
matter and that the Jewish community has assurances that they will be kept safe? 

 

James Brokenshire: I am grateful to the hon. Lady for highlighting the incredible work of  
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the CST not simply at these memorials and annual events but week in, week out, in 
schools, synagogues and other places, and the safety and security it conveys in so doing. 
… I understand her call for a multi-year settlement, and I will take that away and reflect on 
it further. … 
Some of the increase in the number of antisemitic incidents will be down to increased 
reporting… Similarly, however, a survey carried out by the EU Agency for Fundamental 
Rights in December found that 89% of respondents felt that antisemitism had increased in 
their countries over the past five years. When asked how big a problem antisemitism was, 
three quarters of respondents from the UK answered that it was either a “very big” or a 
“fairly big” problem. … It troubles me deeply that some Jewish communities are concerned 
about their future. It should trouble us all. … 
I want to give the following assurance to our Jewish communities: you are an intrinsic part 
of what makes Britain great, and the Government will always stand by you to challenge 
bigotry and intolerance. We will not walk by on the other side when that is present. That 
means learning the lessons of the past and facing up to modern manifestations of 
antisemitism, which continues to evolve. To quote the former Chief Rabbi, Lord Sacks: 
“Antisemitism is not a belief but a virus. The human body has an immensely sophisticated 
immune system which develops defences against viruses. It is penetrated, however, 
because viruses mutate. Antisemitism mutates.” 

 

col 1526  Steve McCabe (Labour): Does the Secretary of State think it possible that the 
term “antisemitism” itself is not sufficiently understood in this country and that there are 
plenty of people who, once they are clear that we are talking about race hatred directed 
against people who are Jewish, will want to have absolutely nothing to do with it and will 
want to make no effort to excuse, justify or defend it? 

 

James Brokenshire: … At its heart, this is racism. That is why it is so intolerable and 
unacceptable. As the powerful analogy I just used suggests, repelling this insidious threat 
takes a strong immune system, in the form of leadership at all levels, in all parties and in 
all areas of public life, and nowhere is this more important than here at the heart of our 
democracy. It is why we have chosen next door to Parliament as the site for our new 
national holocaust memorial and learning centre, which commands cross-party support. I 
believe there can be no more fitting place, no more powerful symbol of our commitment to 
remembering the men, women and children murdered in the holocaust and all other victims 
of Nazi persecution, including Roma, gay and disabled people, than placing the memorial 
in Victoria Tower gardens, literally in the shadow of our Parliament. … 
It pains me hugely to hear the powerful testimony of colleagues in the House of the abuse 
they have suffered either for being Jewish or for standing up to antisemitism. Some have 
even asserted that part of our politics is poisoned by antisemitism in an institutional way. 
That does not reflect the country we are or the politics for which we stand. … 
For our part, the Government are taking comprehensive action to fight antisemitism and 
all forms of hatred. We are proud to have been the first Government to adopt the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance working definition of antisemitism in 2016. 
Although not legally binding, it is an important tool for criminal justice agencies and other 
public bodies to understand what antisemitism looks like in the 21st century. … 
col 1527 … but aside from pinning down what we mean by antisemitism, the Government’s 
first priority must be to keep people safe, as underlined by the horrendous events last 
October in Pittsburgh. That people should be attacked in that way while gathering in prayer 
is profoundly shocking. To strengthen our determination to ensure that the Jewish 
community here are safe and feel safe, we continue to support the Community Safety Trust 
to provide security for Jewish places of worship and institutions. … 
I am hugely conscious of the problems online … We will continue to work to strengthen 
our approach and confront all types of hate crime to ensure that it is appropriately dealt 
with. We will soon publish a White Paper on online harms that will consider legislative and  
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non-legislative approaches to combat online hate crime and hate incidents alongside other 
forms of harmful behaviour. 
Our engagement with communities on the ground and education are vital, particularly when 
it comes to tackling stereotypes and prejudices at an early stage before they harden and 
become more harmful. … 
I have already mentioned the CST, whose work to facilitate reporting, to support victims of 
antisemitism and to provide security for Jewish institutions is vital and greatly appreciated. 
I want to thank the all-party group against antisemitism … supported by the Antisemitism 
Policy Trust. … I also want to pay tribute to the Board of Deputies of British Jews and the 
Jewish Leadership Council, whose input to the cross-Government working group is 
invaluable in ensuring the community is properly represented, and to our Haredi 
stakeholders, including representatives of Shomrim and others, who make sure the 
specific needs of orthodox communities are not forgotten. … 
Antisemitism has no place in our society—however it evolves, it is still hatred and bigotry—
and we should not be afraid to call it out and to champion our Jewish community, which 
continues to make a towering contribution to our society without reservation. Indeed, 
Britain would not be what it is without our Jewish friends, neighbours and cousins. … 

 

col 1528  Barry Gardiner (Labour): … Antisemitism has led to some of the worst crimes 
in human history: pogroms, massacres, oppression, dispossession and of course the 
holocaust—the systematic and bureaucratic attempt to erase European Jewry from 
existence. Thirty years ago, in the summer of 1989, I travelled through the Berlin wall into 
what was then East Germany and on into Poland, where I visited Auschwitz-Birkenau. It 
is one day in my life I will never forget as the full scale—the industrial scale—of the 
atrocities and mass murders that were committed there etched themselves into my 
consciousness. … 
That Jew hatred—for that is what antisemitism is—still exists should shock us; that it is on 
the rise should appal us. Antisemitism is a cancer which finds new ways, as the Secretary 
of State said, to mutate and to infect our political discourse, and it is not enough to be 
shocked and appalled; we have to act to stop this disease poisoning our society. 
… I pay tribute to the work of the Community Security Trust and Shomrim in the Haredi 
community. Those organisations are tireless in their defence of the Jewish community and 
its synagogues, businesses, youth clubs and schools. … 
col 1529 The CST does more than work on safety. Its work to record and analyse 
antisemitic hate crime is integral to our understanding of the scale of the problem that 
faces us. Last year, it recorded 23 antisemitic incidents in my borough of Brent alone, and 
1,652 across the country. That makes for sober reading. Antisemitism is at a record high, 
with a 16% rise in incidents nationwide year on year and 100 incidents every month. This 
is the lived reality of our Jewish fellow citizens living under the strain of antisemitism. It is 
appalling—the arson attacks on synagogues, the desecration of Jewish cemeteries, the 
neo-Nazi graffiti on posters for Holocaust Memorial Day, the vandalising of centres of 
Jewish life, the physical attacks on Jewish children at their schools or on public transport, 
swastikas daubed on Jewish homes and antisemitic hate mail sent to Jewish workplaces 
and schools. These hideous crimes are a warning to us all. … 
That brings me to the issues facing my own party, the Labour party. It was the Labour party 
that introduced the Race Relations Act and the Equality Act, and it has put fighting 
inequality, racism and prejudice at the core of who we are and what we believe in. How 
can it be that we are struggling so badly to eradicate antisemitism from our own 
membership? … we have not had adequate procedures in place to react swiftly and 
decisively to that small minority of members who have expressed sometimes ignorant but 
often vicious, dangerous and vile antisemitic views. 
On behalf of my party, I want to publicly apologise to the Jewish community that we have 
let them down. … 
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Stephen Doughty (Labour Co-op): …  the reality is that words, however sincerely meant, 
must be matched with action. Does he agree that it is completely unacceptable to have, 
for example, elected Labour representatives saying things like, “The Jewish community 
have got it all in their own heads”? … It is not “in their own heads.” Neo-Nazi and far-right 
activity is real and it is hateful, and we must unequivocally stand against it. … 

 

col 1530 Barry Gardiner: …  I do not understand how the people who say the things that 
he quotes can, with any integrity, think that they belong to our party. … 
This morning, I saw the reports … about … the readmission of Derek Hatton … and I wrote 
to the general secretary of our party and lodged a formal complaint. …  
I want to speak specifically about the disgraceful treatment of my hon. Friend the Member 
for Liverpool, Wavertree (Luciana Berger). I deeply regret that she has left our party, but I 
regret most of all the antisemitic abuse that made her feel that it was necessary to do so. 
I have not always shared her political judgments, but she is a strong and principled woman 
and a kind and loving person, who has been bullied by antisemites to a point at which most 
of us would not have had the strength to bear it. … 

 

Louise Ellman (Labour Co-op): …  Why does he think that the Labour party allowed the 
antisemitic bullying of … Luciana Berger to continue? He has expressed concern about it, 
but it is the Labour party that allowed it to continue. … 

 

col 1531  Stella Creasy (Labour Co-op): … we have let down the Jewish community. We 
have lost a very good colleague because we failed to stop what was essentially 
constructive dismissal. Does he agree that this is not about asking our Jewish members 
to stay and sort it out? In a movement built on solidarity, it is for all of us to act. … 

 

Barry Gardiner: … Let me be clear that anyone who denies the reality of antisemitism on 

the left, anyone who thinks that antisemitism is a legitimate part of criticising the political 
actions of the Israeli Government and anyone who says that complaints about 
antisemitism are smears on our party is wrong. … Our party must call out this poisonous 
ideology, which encourages people to place the blame for society’s ills at the feet of the 
vulnerable and persecuted, whether they be immigrants, the unemployed, refugees or 
those from a different ethnic or religious background. … 
Antisemitism, with its conspiracy theories, seeks to divide ordinary working people. The 
lies that it propagates about wealth, power and designs on world domination are as 
dangerous as they are stupid. … 
The rise of fake news is dangerous for all of us, but this danger is most acute for the Jewish 
community and it is felt intensely. There are approximately 170,000 antisemitic online 
searches each year in the UK alone, but the scale of the challenge must not daunt us or 
deter us from what needs to be done. … 

 

col 1532 George Howarth (Labour): …  As a member of the Labour party’s NEC, may 
just say three things? First, we have been far too slow to deal with some appalling cases 
of antisemitism. Secondly, I do not know whether it has been formally announced yet, but 
Lord Falconer has offered his services to look at how we can deal more effectively with 
such cases that are brought to the attention of the party. Thirdly … there is no place for 
any of these people in the Labour party. Sending them on courses is not good enough; 
they need to be kicked out. … 

 

col 1533 Barry Gardiner: … It is important to recognise that the antisemitic views 
harboured by those people, a small minority within Labour, do not exist in a vacuum. No 
political party should fool itself that it is immune from this poison, and it would be wrong 
and dangerous to underestimate the scale of the problem across society at large. A few 
weeks ago, on Holocaust Memorial Day, a survey revealed that 5% of British adults do not 
believe the holocaust took place and one in 12 believe that its scale has been exaggerated. 
Clearly, something has gone deeply wrong with our education and our collective memory. 
… I thank the Holocaust Educational Trust and Holocaust Memorial Day Trust for the work 
they do to ensure that this atrocity is never forgotten and never repeated. …   
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It is only through education that we will protect future generations from falling into these 
insidious falsehoods …  It is now 80 years on from Kristallnacht and we must amplify the 
voices of people like Alf [Dubs], Gena Turgel and other holocaust survivors as they share 
their stories and educate the next generation. The holocaust happened. It counts as one 
of the greatest crimes in human history. … 
col 1534  Looking around the world, it is clear that to tackle this evil we must adopt an 
internationalist approach. A survey published by the European Union in December found 
that almost nine out of 10 European Jewish people feel that antisemitism has worsened in 
their respective countries over the past five years. Right-wing nationalist politics continues 
its forward march, with devastating consequences for minority communities. In France, the 
torching of synagogues and assaults on Jewish people on the Metro have resulted in 
thousands of Jewish people leaving for Israel. 
The horrendous mass shooting of Jewish congregants at the Pittsburgh Tree of Life was 
the deadliest attack on the Jewish community in American history, and watching far-right 
protesters in Charlottesville chant “The Jews will not replace us” was quite simply chilling. 
Last year, the Polish Government introduced legislation that reads: “Whoever claims…that 
the Polish Nation…is responsible or co-responsible for Nazi crimes committed by the Third 
Reich…shall be liable to a fine or imprisonment for up to 3 years.” 
That is an attempt to whitewash the Holocaust. 
Viktor Orbán’s Government in Hungary has deployed antisemitic rhetoric, and their 
campaign against George Soros has invoked obvious antisemitic tropes. … 
I would like to say something very clearly: when Jewish people express their concerns 
about antisemitism, regardless of their background, their beliefs or where they sit on the 
political spectrum, they must be listened to. Their anxieties are genuine, they are real, and 
they should be a cause of concern for every person, for every socialist and for every anti-
racist in this country. … 
I wish to conclude by reading the words of one of Israel’s greatest poets, Yehuda Amichai. 
He said: “Once I sat on the steps by a gate at David’s Tower, I placed my two heavy 
baskets at my side. A group of tourists was standing around their guide and I became their 
target marker. ‘You see that man with the baskets? Just right of his head there’s an arch 
from the Roman period. Just right of his head.’ ‘But he’s moving, he’s moving!’ I said to 
myself: redemption will come only if their guide tells them, ‘You see that arch from the 
Roman period? It’s not important: but next to it, left and down a bit, there sits a man who’s 
bought fruit and vegetables for his family.’” … 

 

col 1535 Guto Bebb (Conservative): … The APPG [Against Antisemitism] gave me the 
opportunity to see the virus of antisemitism. … Back in 2014, when we were preparing a 
report on antisemitism, we went to a Jewish high school in Amsterdam, a city that I would 
consider to be a liberal city in Europe. We met a group of sixth formers … and asked them 
a simple question, “How many of you, in a class of 22, see a future for yourselves in 
Europe?” One hand went up in that classroom. One single hand. If that does not shame 
us as Europeans, I am not sure what does.… 
I undertook my second visit as part of the APPG to Brussels … We visited another Jewish 
school. Imagine my horror, when we drove down that street in Brussels, the capital of the 
European Union, to be faced with armoured personnel vehicles, protecting that school. … 
col 1536 As a result of that work, we produced a report in 2015 … One success that I 
achieved as part of that effort was to ensure that … Radio Wales decided to cover the 
launch … I was struck by the fact that the reporters who visited Jewish communities in 
constituencies such as that of my hon. Friend the Member for Cardiff South and Penarth 
(Stephen Doughty) were taken aback by what they found. What we had noted in 
Amsterdam and Brussels was starting to infect the capital city of Wales and other cities 
across the United Kingdom. What I had seen in Amsterdam and Brussels as something 
new and strange, shockingly was affecting the very Jewish communities that we represent 
as MPs—whether in Wales, England, Scotland or Northern Ireland. … 
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Unfortunately … the situation has got worse. … There is a responsibility on all of us, 
especially those in positions of leadership in any political party in the Chamber, to take 
those issues seriously. It is simply unacceptable, when members of political parties are 
identified as being responsible for this hate speech on social media and in person, that 
they are not thrown beyond the pale of our politics. … 
col 1537 Part of the “Jewish conspiracy” issue, which appears online, is the detachment 
from reality of those conspiracy theories. Nothing illustrates that better than a rather vile 
piece of work that has appeared online, entitled, “A Very Jewish Coup: The Plot to Stop 
Brexit.” It is really shocking. Mr Speaker, you are named as an individual who is part of the 
plot, as are my hon. Friend the Member for Grantham and Stamford (Nick Boles) and my 
right hon. and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve). They are all 
highlighted as part of a Jewish plot to stop Brexit. That is utterly vile and unacceptable. … 
This year, for the first time ever, the holocaust memorial event in Llandudno highlighted 
not only the historical tragedy of the holocaust but invited a group of Jewish people from 
Manchester and their rabbi to highlight the threat that they face in 2019, in Manchester … 
I have to say, listening to the comments of a Hungarian survivor of the holocaust, then 
listening to fellow citizens from Manchester on the same evening, was a truly shocking 
experience. If we have not learned anything, it is shame on all of us. … 

 

col 1538 Stewart M McDonald (SNP): … In the previous debate on antisemitism, I was 
able to say, in setting out the history of antisemitism in Scotland, that we are one of the 
few countries, if not the only country, never to have had an antisemitic law on the statute 
book. Indeed, the declaration of Arbroath, which is understood to be the most ancient 
medieval text in existence, specifically refers to Jews and gentiles as equal. To bring things 
a bit more up to date, I am pleased to say that the Scottish Government have accepted in 
full the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism. 
I do not want to deceive Members into thinking that all is well and rosy north of the border, 
because the sad fact is that it is not. … There have been 21 recorded incidents of 
antisemitism in the past year. Although that may not seem like a huge number, it does not 
feel all that small to Scotland’s Jewish population, given how small it is. … 
col 1539 I want to read out a few examples of what has happened in the past 12 months. 
A brick was thrown at a glass door on a synagogue, but thanks to their foresight in 
expecting something like that to happen, they had put non-smash coating on the glass so 
it did not shatter on that occasion. In another example, a woman who was converting to 
Judaism was spat at in the face while being called a Jew on a bus in Edinburgh. 
In possibly the most vile of the examples sent to me, a Jewish organisation in Scotland 
received the following email: “I’m going to kill every single one of you ugly rat-faced kikes. 
I think I’ll use a knife. Then after I’ve cut you, I’ll shut that dirty, filthy, lying Jew mouth of 
yours once and for all. Make sure you have a good hiding place ready. I’m gonna stick 
your children into an oven and then I’m gonna serve roasted kike to my dog. Good luck 
finding, you worthless piece of shit.” 
I will not read out the rest, as though that was not bad enough. 
A few weeks ago, the front page of the Sunday Herald featured a story about the Scottish 
Council of Jewish Communities highlighting the deep problem of antisemitism that too 
often plagues elements of Scottish society. Too many responded to that story with 
conspiracy theories or by saying that somehow that could not happen in Scotland or that 
the Jews were complaining about nothing. That is rubbish. As with any other minority 
community, when the Jewish community complains about being the victim of hatred and 
highlights it on the front page of a national newspaper, any decent person would respond 
by extending a hand of friendship.  

 

Wera Hobhouse (Liberal Democrat): Is it not the case that we are all responsible for this 
problem? Sometimes we just say, “Oh, these sorts of things exist,” but we do not stand up 
enough and we do not say loudly enough, each time, that this is totally unacceptable. … 
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Stewart M McDonald: … there is perhaps a misunderstanding about how bad it actually 
is to be called an antisemite. … The Secretary of State himself said that people should be 
confronted with the fact that it is Jew hate. Let us put it to people in those stark terms, and 
then I think they can understand exactly what they are being accused of. 
I want to draw the House’s attention to a school, Calderwood Lodge … This is a brilliant 
example of bringing together children of different faiths to better understand people from 
those faiths. Calderwood Lodge is the first joint Catholic and Jewish school anywhere in 
the world, and I encourage all hon. Members, if they get the chance, to visit it. … 
col 1540 I was heartened, and at the same time quite depressed, to see the scenes last 
night from Paris, where a great number of people took to the Place de la République, rising 
up against antisemitism in France. The Chief Rabbi of France, Haïm Korsia, put it perfectly, 
in outlining the challenge for all of us not just here but around the world, when he asked in 
Paris last night “who must lower their eyes? The anti-Semites or the Jews?” 
Let us flip that question around: who is it who gets to raise their eyes? … But when the 
Jew raises her eyes, what will she be confronted with? Will she be confronted with love or 
hate, friendship or hate, solidarity or hate, understanding or the ignorance that drives the 
hate we are trying to drive out of our society today? The Jew is looking up at this debate 
today, and although I suspect we will all speak with one voice, as we should, against 
antisemitism, what will happen when the Mace is lifted up? Will we all go back to our 
constituencies with a hand genuinely held out and renewed in our desire for friendship and 
in our desire to drive out antisemitism from society, or will we have a lot of warm words 
and not very much by the way of action? … 

 

col 1541 Theresa Villiers (Conservative): … It is deeply disturbing that concern about 
problems with antisemitism in Labour are now so disturbing to the Jewish community that 
they felt the need to come to Parliament Square to protest about it. In many conversations 
I have had on the doorstep in my constituency of Chipping Barnet about this issue, a 
significant number of constituents have told me that they are making active preparations 
to leave the country if Labour wins the next general election. That is an appalling and 
unacceptable state of affairs. … 
The leadership of the Jewish community is clear that much more effective action is needed. 
The Board of Deputies recently reiterated its disappointment at the lack of leadership on 
this matter shown by the right hon. Member for Islington North (Jeremy Corbyn). Indeed, 
there are many who doubt the Labour leader’s commitment on this issue. He is, after all, 
the person who once accused “Zionists” of having “no sense of English irony, despite 
having lived here all their lives”. 
He is the person who attended a ceremony that appeared to commemorate the Black 
September terrorists who slaughtered Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympics. He 
defended an artist whose mural featured obviously antisemitic imagery. He has shared 
platforms with and promoted a number of antisemites, including inviting the blood libel 
antisemitic conspiracy theorist Shaikh Raed Salah to this Parliament. Mr Salah is a man 
who has described Jewish people as “monkeys” and “bacteria”, yet the right hon. Member 
for Islington North chose to describe him as “a very honoured citizen”. … 
col 1542 The hon. Member for Ilford South (Mike Gapes) … said he was sickened that the 
Labour party had now become a racist, antisemitic party. I believe he was right to be 
sickened and gravely concerned by what has happened to the official Opposition … That 
is why decisive action is needed now to put this right, so we can see antisemitism driven 
out of British politics forever. Enough is enough. … 

 

Margaret Hodge (Labour): … I never ever thought that my Jewish identity would be 
central to my political work. I have always been secular. I arrived as an immigrant with my 
family at the age of four. We were not active in the Jewish community, although all our 
family friends were also Jewish refugees. But like so many other Jews, I lost family in the 
holocaust.  In recent years,  as my sisters  trawled through family  letters and  diaries, that  
 



 8 

 

family history became more vivid and poignant for me. I read a letter from my aunt—after 
fleeing, she found herself in France—that she sent to Marshal Pétain, pleading with him 
to release her husband who had been taken from their home in the Ardèche: “He is only a 
number to you. He is everything to me.” 
col 1543 Her husband, my uncle, was later murdered in Auschwitz. 
At Auschwitz, years later, I walked into a room filled with luggage and was confronted with 
a battered suitcase bearing his initials. I read my grandfather’s diaries and heard the 
despair he expressed as he visited his parents’ graves in Vienna for the last time before 
fleeing the Nazis. And most painful of all, I read my grandmother’s last letter, written to her 
son, my uncle, nine days before she was shot in a trench outside a concentration camp, 
in which she twice says, “Don’t forget me completely.” 
Stamping out antisemitism matters. We must never shirk our shared responsibility to 
prevent such horrors from happening again. We ignore the present increase in 
antisemitism incidents at our peril: a 16% rise, as others have said; the third year in a row 
that figures have reached an all-time high; a 54% increase in just one year in antisemitic 
abuse on social media. Complacency, denial, the shifting of blame on to others—all that 
is unacceptable. 
This is not about weaponising racism for political advantage, an accusation that makes me 
profoundly angry. Likewise, for some people to claim that those fighting antisemitism are 
simply protecting the Netanyahu regime in Israel is deeply insulting and utterly wrong. … 
The increase in antisemitism comes from both the left and the right. … 
I have seen the internal Labour party documents leaked to LBC that formed the agenda 
for one single meeting of the group tasked with investigating allegations of antisemitic 
abuse, and I congratulate LBC on doggedly pursuing this story. There are 47 antisemitic 
allegations in these documents against Labour party members. The evidence of abuse is 
shocking. I quote: 
“He needs to check out the love fest between the Zionists and the Nazis. 
People are finding out how much power Jews have. They seem to have a lot of power over 
the main opposition party. Might they rebel if…the reason they didn’t get a job or a home 
was because a Jew got it. … 
col 1544 The documents leaked to LBC covered less than 50 cases. The Labour party has 
received hundreds and hundreds of complaints, yet only 12 individuals have been expelled 
from the party since April. … 

 

col 1545 Andrew Percy (Conservative): … The statistics that the Secretary of State laid 
out … should shame us all in this House, on whatever side, as should the views of young 
Jews living in this country. A recent survey showed that 29% of British Jews had 
considered emigrating because of safety concerns. That is up from 11% in 2012 to now 
nearly a third of Jews living in this country. About a quarter of them have suffered 
antisemitic harassment in the last year and about one in three have suffered such 
harassment in the past five years. This should shame us all. … 
The CST contacted me a couple of weeks ago saying, “We’d like to come and talk to you, 
because your name is on a far-right list as somebody who is trying to stop Brexit,” … I will 
sit down with the CST and find out exactly what was said, but that is the nonsense 
perpetuated on the far right. … 
col 1546 … antisemitism is a huge problem on the far left of politics. … I was outraged at 
the report on Sky News that George Galloway, who has reapplied to join the Labour party, 
described the decision of the hon. Member for Liverpool, Wavertree (Luciana Berger) to 
leave the Labour party as a black-ops plot against the leader. He also used the phrase 
“Goebbels-style” throughout. … 
 Let us call this out for what it was: it was Jew-baiting and a deliberate use of language 
and of Goebbels to bait … Let us call George Galloway what he is: he is a misogynist and 
a racist. … He has no place in this Chamber or in politics in this country.  
What do we do about antisemitism? We have identified the problem and we know that it is  
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growing in our country. … It is right that holocaust education is written into the national 
curriculum. When we teach holocaust education, we of course teach the history of 
antisemitism in Europe as part of it, but I fear that the teaching of the holocaust in isolation 
could leave pupils with the impression that that was the end of it. We say that antisemitism 
started and ended with the holocaust and the end of the second world war, but we need 
to look at how we can broaden the school curriculum so that the liberation of Europe and 
the camps is not the end of the antisemitism story. … 

 

Luciana Berger (Independent): … It was almost a year ago that I shared with the House 
my family’s history and experience of antisemitism through the centuries. My mother’s 
family were expelled from Spain in the 15th century. I spoke about the more than 100 
members of my family aged from four to 83 who were murdered by the Nazis in the gas 
chambers of Treblinka, Sobibór, Mauthausen, Bergen-Belsen and Auschwitz. 
col 1547 I have in the past year alone seen a further two people convicted: one from the 
far-right, imprisoned after he threatened to kill me, convicted under counter-terrorism 
legislation, and another just before Christmas, a former member of the Labour party 
convicted of harassment. … 
And there is a significant amount of antisemitism which might not reach the criminal 
threshold but that has surfaced. I have been subjected to thousands of messages of 
antisemitic abuse and hate, and I want to reflect on what I have seen in just the past week 
and share with the House the range of terms I have seen; they range from the ridiculous 
to the truly disturbing. There might be a small minority who think I am a “Zionist lizard” or 
that I am responsible for Eurovision taking place in Israel. It is sadly all too common to be 
addressed as “an evil little witch” or a “murderous Zionist.” 
Abuse is only part of the problem. Arguably more concerning, as we have heard already, 
is the rise of insidious antisemitic conspiracy theories: that I am an agent of Mossad, that 
I am a traitor to my country, that I am paid directly by Benjamin Netanyahu, based purely 
on my Jewish background. The comments underneath my posts on social media are filled 
with individuals calling me the MP for Tel Aviv or asking whether a Member of Likud can 
stand for election in our country. And just yesterday an individual who says they are a 
member of the Labour party … said: “shame on Luciana Berger, A Zionist Bitch, I hate her, 
I hate her baby, her Israel.” 
Elsewhere an official Labour-affiliated group, Young Labour, announced that the departure 
of my right hon. Friend the Member for Enfield North (Joan Ryan) would mean that 
“Palestine Lived” and then proceeded in bullying the Jewish chair of Young Labour, while 
influential Twitter users have wished “good riddance” to “Israel’s fifth columnists.” … 
col 1548 In the run-up to Holocaust Memorial Day this year, we learned of members of the 
Labour party in high-profile positions, a number of them councillors and one a Welsh 
Assembly Member, who had made antisemitic comments and had as their sanction a 
“reminder of the rules”. That was somehow a zero-tolerance approach to antisemitism. We 
have heard the audio recording of a member of the Labour party’s highest governing body, 
the national executive committee, accuse 70 British rabbis of being Trump fanatics rather 
than addressing their very serious concerns about antisemitism. We had to fight for months 
to see the international definition of antisemitism with all its examples accepted and 
adopted by the Labour party, and even with a last-minute attempt to dilute it. 
We had the summer of antisemitism, when not a day went by without another story in the 
British press about antisemitism in the Labour party and about its leader’s connections to 
the issue. One in particular, which caused gross offence, was the claim that British Jews 
do not get irony. … 
This is a shameful record, let alone from a leadership and a political party that seek the 
highest office in our land. That is why I have arrived at the sickening conclusion that the 
Labour party is institutionally antisemitic in its processes, its attitudes and its behaviour. 
We ignore this at our peril. … 
I will certainly not be intimidated, bullied or silenced. I have used and will continue to use  
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the full force of British law to ensure that people are held to account for the crimes they 
commit. There should be no tolerance, and that extends to all issues and crimes when it 
comes to racism. However, this cannot be the British Jewish community’s fight alone.  
col 1549 History tells us where this can lead. I am clear that, across the Chamber and in 
every institution in every part of our national life, we must drive out antisemitism and 
promote the values of respect, equality and tolerance. … We have had enough warm 
words and read enough tweets of solidarity; now is the time for swift, strong and decisive 
action, so that when we debate this again in a year’s time, we can celebrate our progress 
rather than having to reflect once again on our collective failure. … 

 

Matthew Offord (Conservative): … I have a large Jewish community in my constituency, 
and the work of the Community Security Trust is particularly important there. …  
… there have been 1,652 antisemitic incidents in the past year, but that is not the whole 
story. … Previously, we have seen spikes in the number of incidents following military 
action in Israel or conflict in Gaza or even the west bank, but that has not occurred in the 
past year. There have been some border skirmishes in which people have been killed, but 
two particular periods stand out in which there have been spikes in antisemitic incidents. 
The first period when the CST recorded an additional number of incidents came during 
April and May last year, which coincided with the Leader of the Opposition’s past support 
for a mural in Tower Hamlet coming to light. … The second period came in August and 
September last year, when there was much discussion in the media about whether the 
Labour party would adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of 
antisemitism … 
col 1550 In a very good book by Anthony Julius called “Trials of the Diaspora: A History of 
Anti-Semitism in England” that I found in the Library, the author suggests that there have 
been four periods in history when Jews have been prominent and have received 
antisemitic abuse, and I think that we are now in a fifth. The antisemitism of recent years 
has taken the form of criticism of Zionism and of the actions and policies of the Government 
of Israel, which has often manifested itself in direct action, such as the boycott, divestment 
and sanctions movement. However, the new line of attack is different from traditional 
antisemitism, meaning the hatred of Jews, claims that Jews are inferior to others or a belief 
in a worldwide Jewish conspiracy or the Jewish control of capitalism. The new antisemitism 
differs in the political voices from which it comes. Previously antisemitism was perceived 
as coming from the political right, but the new antisemites are primarily on the left and, 
indeed, the far left. 
I have a concern about how such views are communicated to the public through social 
media. The Antisemitism Policy Trust and the CST found that when Google removed “Are 
Jews evil?” from its autocomplete function in December 2016, 10% fewer people searched 
for “Are Jews evil?” than in the previous year. Search companies should stop directing 
people to antisemitic content on the internet, and we must better equip users and remove 
content when it is uploaded. … 
col 1551 The hon. Member for Liverpool, Wavertree has shown us today what antisemitism 
feels like, but many of my constituents show me on an almost daily basis how it affects 
them. … 

 

Ivan Lewis (Independent): This debate comes at a time of unprecedented anxiety among 
the Jewish community in this country. A significant majority increasingly worry about their 
safety and security here, and they question whether their children and grandchildren have 
a future in the country they love. Yes, this is partially the result of a record number of 
antisemitic incidents, as reported by the Community Security Trust, and it is also because 
of the eternal threat from the far right and fundamentalist terrorism, which means that 
Jewish schools require permanent security guards and security fences, but it is mainly 
provoked by the fear that the Leader of the Opposition could become Prime Minister of 
this country. … 
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How the Labour party, a party that has always had anti-racism as a core value, has got 
itself into this position is both tragic and extraordinary … 
The current leadership have enabled it by associating for decades with people whose 
hatred for capitalism has included false assertions about the alleged malign influence of 
powerful Jews. The problem is not only their association with such people but their refusal 
to condemn them and call out their antisemitism. People who were previously involved on 
the fringes of mainstream politics are now members of the Labour party. 
col 1552 Then there is the leadership’s long-standing support for the hard left’s 
demonisation of Zionism and its global strategy to equate Zionism with racism and to 
bastardise the word “Zionism.” … 
In reality, Zionism is the Jewish people’s right to self-determination in their own state. It is 
not expansionism, aggression or the policy of any particular Israeli Government. … 
The problem is that the current Labour leadership have always believed that the creation 
of Israel was a catastrophe and, whatever their protestations, favour a one-state solution—
Palestine, not Israel. This is in stark contrast to their campaigning for the rights of minorities 
around the world to self-determination. So in their world view, Jews are the only minority 
who do not have that right to self-determination. Israel is singled out and demonised when 
human rights abuses and lack of democracy in many other countries are on a much greater 
scale, including countries deified by the hard left. Jewish people are held responsible 
individually and collectively for alleged actions of the Israeli Government. 
After a summer when the Labour party was engulfed in a perfect storm as a result of its 
refusal to accept the internationally agreed definition of antisemitism, what was the 
reaction of the party leader? It was to go to a meeting of the party’s national executive with 
his own proposed amendment that people should have the right to say that the creation 
and existence of the state of Israel is a racist endeavour. In other words, based on this 
definition, the leader of the Labour party supports people’s right to be antisemitic. … 
Why should this matter to the vast majority of UK Jews? It is quite simply because Israel 
is our best, and perhaps only, safe haven against the persecution Jews have suffered in 
every generation through history … 
col 1553 I salute my former colleagues who have stood shoulder to shoulder with the 
Jewish community. But it has made me sick to the stomach to observe the silence of some 
in the party and, in other cases, the denial of the problem or attempts to smear those who 
have spoken out. … That is why UK Jews are afraid, and why I urge my friends and former 
colleagues to examine their consciences and act to put an end to this shameful chapter in 
the Labour party’s history. Antisemitism is not some second-class form of racism. A party 
rooted in the values of equality and anti-discrimination cannot collude with racism as a 
price worth paying for chasing an election victory. … 

 

Fiona Bruce (Conservative): … First, we must do all we can through education to 
understand and accept our differences, and in this context our religious differences in 
particular. Although respect for freedom of religion and belief should not give special 
privileges to the religious, it should allow believers like our Jewish brothers and sisters the 
maximum possible freedom to live out and profess publicly who they are and what they 
believe. Secondly, we must re-emphasise the things that bind us all together, whatever 
our background or beliefs, and first and foremost that means our innate value as individual 
human beings—our shared humanity. … 
col 1554 … Poor-quality RE can have a lasting detrimental effect on the extent of children’s 
ability to understand and engage with those of different faiths. In turn, that can affect their 
ability throughout life to engage intelligently and positively in an increasingly diverse 
society. … 
Good religious education will help to promote community cohesion, which is critical as the 
shape of our communities changes. … 

 

col 1555 Louise Ellman: … The antisemitic abuse that I receive includes claims that I do  
 



 12 

 

not have human blood, that I am a racist supporter of child abuse, that I am a Zio, a Zionist 
shill and the Jewish Labour Movement’s bitch, that I accept the Israeli shilling, that I am 
prepared to sacrifice the Labour party in support of a foreign power, and much more. 
That could never have taken place in the Labour party that I joined, but today’s Labour 
party is dominated by a hard-left faction that too easily embraces centuries-old anti-Semitic 
conspiracy theories couched in left-wing terminology. It struggles to recognise that it has 
a problem. Perhaps it is the problem. That is why the party finds it so difficult to deal with 
the deluge of anti-Semitism it has unleashed. If the term “Jew” is replaced by “Zionist”, 
today’s Labour party is perfectly at ease with anti-Jewish conspiracy theories. Even as the 
eight hon. Members left, they were accused of being manipulated and funded by Israel. 
Why is Jackie Walker, who repeats Louis Farrakhan’s racist lies that Jews were the main 
financiers of the slave trade, still in the Labour party? How could Kayla Bibby be let off 
scot-free after downloading an antisemitic image from the website Incogman that presents 
Jews as “Parasites responsible for financial heists of entire nations” and that is headed 
“Bloodsucking Alien Parasites Killing America”, the alien parasites being the Jews? … 
col 1556 This is not just a problem for the Jewish community. It is about the nature of our 
society and the soul of the Labour party. Labour prides itself on being an anti-racist party, 
but a party that struggles to combat anti-Jewish hatred is complicit in racism. That is the 
reality. … 

 

Maria Caulfield (Conservative): … Antisemitism was clearly evident long before the 
holocaust in which 6 million Jews were executed. Looking at the parallels between then 
and now, there are some disturbing similarities. … 
At the time in 1933 when Hitler took over as Chancellor, few saw that the creeping 
antisemitism would lead to the murder of 6 million Jews. Look at the building blocks that 
were put in place to get to that stage. A man got into power—a man that, in 1919 when he 
joined the German Workers’ party, many thought a political lightweight that would never 
lead the party. … 
col 1557 He changed the rules in his own party, so that people could not challenge him 
and get rid of him. He got rid of the moderates in his own party, using the Enabling Act, so 
that no one could speak out, and if they were afraid, they were gone in an instant. … 
After 1933, the Jews were dismissed from the civil service. People were told to boycott 
Jewish goods. They could not attend schools. They could not go to public areas, such as 
cinemas. There was the physical destruction that we have heard so much about this 
afternoon—of synagogues, Jewish homes, places of business. In 1938, Jews started to 
leave, but for many of them it was too late. 
At Prime Minister’s Question Time this afternoon, I spoke about Anne Meadows, a 
councillor—a Labour councillor—since 1994. … To see a woman like that having to leave 
the Labour party because of antisemitism against her husband is absolutely shocking. 
What did her local Labour MP tweet today? That this was nothing more than a bare-faced 
career move by Anne. … That tells us where we are today. If we think that antisemitism is 
something that happened in the past and could never escalate to the same levels, we are 
fooling ourselves and denying what has happened. … 

 

col 1558 Ruth Smeeth (Labour): … I say to the leadership of my party that one antisemite 
is too many. It should not be the case that I or my colleagues have to mention the names 
of antisemites either in this Room—in this wonderful Chamber—or to the parliamentary 
Labour party for someone to be thrown out. … I am sick and tired, and my heart is breaking 
a little more every day, because of what I have to experience and what I have to read. I 
am devastated that my closest political sister in this House has been hounded out of my 
party, but I have a message for everybody. I will not be silenced. I am going nowhere, and 
they will have to take my membership card away from me, because this is too important—
not for me, not for you, but for the people we represent outside. 
I want to say thank you to everybody who has supported us. I want to say thank you to the  
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CST, which has kept me safe. I want to say thank you to the police, who have kept me 
safe, and I want to say thank you to the Government, who have been there when my own 
party has not, which is shameful. But this fight continues, and it continues on behalf of all 
of us. Everybody should grant the CST more money, and they should support and join the 
APPG. Now is the time not only for words, not only for things in the Chamber, but for action, 
because we so desperately need it. … 

 

col 1559 Stephen Kerr (Conservative): … Where are we going as a society when a 
person’s ethnicity or religion is used to demean them and their right to freedom of speech? 
I have never felt the need to apologise for or hide my religious convictions or affiliations, 
and no one in this country should ever have to do so. No one should ever have to suffer 
being the subject of public pillory because of their origins or their religious affiliation. 
Freedom of religion or belief is a foundational human right. 
Based on my limited experience as a Member of this House, I cannot imagine the bullying, 
abuse and mockery that the hon. Member for Liverpool, Wavertree (Luciana Berger) and 
others have had to endure and are enduring. The grotesque treatment to which she and 
other hon. Members have been subject is deplorable and must be condemned, not least 
by the leadership of the Labour party. … 
Jew hate seems to me to be a significant element in the overall increase of intolerance and 
hatred of all kinds. There is a coarsening of public discourse in the way in which intolerance 
and bigotry are being normalised, not least because of the prevalence of the abuse of 
social media platforms. … Tolerance is not enough. Tolerance implies that we may dislike 
something but we will politely keep our mouths shut and grudgingly allow people to behave 
in a way that is destructive to our way of life. It is only when we truly see the common 
humanity that we share, free of the strictures of difference, that we will become free of 
intolerance and hatred. …  

 

col 1560 John Mann (Labour): … I shall comment on one issue only—not the racists and 
the antisemites who have been exposed, but the enablers, because the enablers are an 
equally big problem and there are a lot of them, not least in the Labour party. … One 
enabler went online and put out to a lot of people the suggestion that I had exaggerated 
and lied about an incident relating to a dead bird that was sent to my wife by a misogynist 
antisemite in 2012, for which someone was prosecuted. This enabler found a press cutting 
from the Worksop Guardian that showed that someone was prosecuted for the misogynist 
crime. That is accurate, but this enabler, a journalist, did not bother to contact me before 
he put this out to very many people. He did not ask me whether what I had said was wrong. 
He therefore did not know that, when in advance of that, I had given the specific antisemitic 
literature from a man called Roger Dyas-Elliott to Nottinghamshire police, the police 
requested that the antisemitism was not included in the prosecution—as a dead bird had 
been sent through the post, the prosecution would be immediate and successful, and this 
would therefore delay things—and, on that basis, I had agreed. 
Dyas-Elliott is an antisemite whom I have challenged repeatedly in my local Labour party. 
… In a letter to the Worksop Guardian, during the general election, he called for an 
investigation into the motives and machinations of the Zionist fraternity and the conduct 
and behaviour of the Bilderberg Group. … 
That is the truth of what happened with Roger Dyas-Elliott, a misogynist criminal and an 
antisemite, yet this enabler, Kevin Maguire—a national journalist, associate editor of 
the Daily Mirror and correspondent for the New Statesman, a press pass holder here and 
one of the people used by Labour party Front Benchers to put out their message 
repeatedly—puts this out, and what do I get as a response? Let us quote from Jeremy 
Corbyn’s Labour party forum the next day: 
“I enjoyed the too and froing when Mann was accusing a guy of being anti-semitic and 
racist” … The enablers of antisemitism are as big a problem as the antisemites, and they 
are more numerous. … 
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col 1561 Clive Lewis (Labour): … it is clear that most of the well-documented rise in 
antisemitic incidents here and in many other parts of Europe is driven by the alt-right, the 
far right and the fascist right. They are emboldened by the xenophobic rhetoric of our age 
to form a sickening new far-right internationalism, with sometimes devastating 
consequences for all racial minorities. … 
The fact that the left is opposed to racism in principle does not mean that it is immune to 
being, consciously or unconsciously, racist or antisemitic in practice. … 
In the 1930s, assertions of hidden power and wealth were routinely hurled at hundreds of 
thousands of poor Jewish immigrants living in the slums of London and Manchester. 
Today, similar projections, conscious or otherwise, can be heard in the repeated 
association of Jewish people with shadowy conspiracies, often associated with Israel—
especially when complaints of antisemitism are made, even when the evidence of it is 
before our eyes. And it is before our eyes. … 
Sometimes I hear it said that antisemitism should not be focused on at all in modern Britain 
as that takes space away from highlighting racism against other groups—as though there 
is a finite space for this discussion that cannot expand. That can unwittingly reproduce a 
stereotype of Jews as somehow powerful and privileged even when they are calling out 
the racism that they experience. 
As a black man who has experienced racism all my life, I see the situation very differently: 
to my mind, closing our eyes to racism against one group only emboldens racism against 
us all. The only way to combat racism is to show no tolerance to any of it, ever. In that 
spirit, a few of us have recently formed the new Black, Asian and Jewish Alliance, which 
we call BAJA. … 

 

col 1562 Joan Ryan (Independent): … As a Labour party member for 40 years, now a 
former member, I am sickened and ashamed that we have seen antisemitism rear its ugly 
head in British society—and at the core of British politics: in Her Majesty’s official 
Opposition. 
Yesterday, I made the terribly painful decision to resign as a member of the Labour party. 
I could not remain a member of a political party whose leadership allows Jews to be 
abused with impunity and the victims of such abuse to be ridiculed and have their motives 
questioned and integrity called into doubt. It is that antisemitism that is found on the left, 
and the connection between it and anti-Zionism is what I particularly want to address today. 
There is nothing antisemitic about criticising the policies and actions of the Israeli 
Government—millions of Israelis do so every single day—but there is an undeniable link 
between antisemitism and anti-Zionism: those who deny the Jewish people’s right to self-
determination, who attempt to demonise and delegitimise the world’s only Jewish state 
and who invoke antisemitic conspiracies accuse Jews of dual loyalty and—most offensive 
of all —compare Israel’s actions to those of the Nazis during the holocaust. To deny the 
link does a disservice to the victims of antisemitism and prevents us from tackling evil. 
Let me be clear: no one can pretend to be an ally to the Jewish people while denying their 
right, and only their right, to self-determination in their historic homeland. No one can 
oppose antisemitism if they also oppose the existence of a state that exists to provide the 
ultimate safe haven for Jews facing antisemitism. No one can declare themselves to be a 
lifelong anti-racist if they single out for disproportionate criticism, above and beyond that 
expected for any other democratic nation, the world’s only Jewish state and its citizens 
and deny the religious significance of Israel to the Jewish people. 
Over the past three years, we have seen in the Labour party how quickly hatred of Israel 
and attacks on Zionists can morph into vile racism against Jews—whether through 
repellent myths about the Rothschilds or the sewer of holocaust denial. Those in the 
current Labour leadership opened this door. They have shamed and demeaned a once-
great party. They have allowed its bonds with Israel to be severed, its anti-racist credentials 
to be shredded and Jews to be driven from its ranks. … 
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col 1563 Stephen Lloyd (Independent): … I am not Jewish, but I was talking to a 
constituent of mine a few months ago, a perfectly ordinary, normal middle-aged lady who 
is a Brit. I did not even know that she was Jewish, but during the conversation, it became 
clear that she was. She told me something quite shocking. She said that, with the change 
in antisemitism over the past couple of years, she and her friends no longer feel safe in 
the United Kingdom. This was so astonishing and extraordinary that I chanced it a bit and 
said, “How can you really feel that, considering all the challenges around the rest of the 
world?” but she was absolutely clear on that. In the ensuing months, I spent time talking 
to a number of other Jewish British people in Eastbourne with a similar background—they 
are not into politics or campaigning—and again and again I found that genuine fear. … 
Margaret Hodge … made a crucial point about how promoting pro-Palestine and pro-
Palestinian rights has over the years gone over the line, so that it is no longer a case of, “I 
disagree with the Israeli Government,” but “I disagree with Jews.” … 
That very same nonsense … openly talked about 30 years ago, but by those who had no 
power, influence or traction, is now everywhere. It has got into normal, ordinary day-to-day 
conversation. That is why my constituent—this lovely lady who is a friend of mine in 
Eastbourne who is British, middle-aged and just happens to be Jewish—feels frightened. 
… the antisemitism we now have is mainstream … The canary is choking and we really 
have to deal with it. We have to deal with it now or we will all live to regret it. 

 

col 1564 James Frith (Labour): … Antisemitism is trending again. Antisemitism is rising 
again. Antisemitism is an attack on Jewish people, and when our Jewish communities 
speak of the fear that they hold, we must listen. … 
I am not here just to defend Jewish people from the rising attacks or to call out antisemitism, 
though I do both; I want to celebrate and affirm Judaism and Jewish people and the 
contribution that they make to our society, our country and to my life. … 

 

col 1565 Jim McMahon (Labour Co-op): … If legitimate views that a member of the 
Jewish community might have are posted online or are stated in the press, they are 
questioned on a range of motives. People ask, “Why is that being done? In whose name 
is it being done? Who are you really working for?” … 
I believe in the Labour party. We do not have a right to exist, but I think we have a purpose 
to exist. … I take responsibility, as does every fair-minded member of the parliamentary 
Labour party, for trying to address that. … 
We have a lot of work to do, not just to improve processes, not just to say it, but to live and 
breathe it, and we can only do that through our actions. It is important that the backlog of 
complaints be dealt with, and additional capacity has been put in, but Members are rightly 
questioning whether some of the judgments made were the right judgments, given that we 
ought to be taking a zero-tolerance approach. … 
col 1566 I pay tribute to the work of the CST, the Board of Deputies, the Jewish Leadership 
Council and the Shomrim volunteers, who work to protect, educate and make sure we 
never forget one of the biggest human tragedies in history. This is no theoretical or abstract 
debate; rather it goes to the core of who we are as a country and a society. … 

 

col 1567 James Brokenshire: … We need to show leadership as the Government, but 
equally all leaders of political parties need to show it. … 
Education and learning the lessons of the holocaust was a strong theme. Our holocaust 
national memorial and learning centre has been widely supported. It matters that it will be 
here, next to this seat of democracy, because of the warning it provides to all of us. We 
may take comfort in having a democratic society, but we cannot take it for granted. A 
number of hon. Members gave that warning this afternoon. … 
I conclude with the words of the Chief Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis. At a recent sitting of the 
Home Affairs Committee, he drew a black dot on piece of paper to represent the stain of 
antisemitism and said: “The white area represents the situation of Jews in the UK today. It 
is great to be Jewish in  Britain and  we are proud to be  British.  This  is a truly  wonderful  
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country. But, in that context, we’ve got a problem. It used to be smaller, but it has now got 
bigger, and it could get bigger and bigger unless we deal with it effectively.” 
As long as I am in this role or involved in public life, that is what I will continue to do. It is 
our responsibility to shrink that black dot. I hope that, by virtue of what we have done today, 
we will help to turn it into a full-stop.  
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-20/debates/993F895E-D215-4773-
A464-1A6320523B0E/AntisemitismInModernSociety  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Q2. Theresa Villiers (Conservative): This afternoon, the House will debate antisemitism. 
With that in mind, I quote from the statement of the right hon. Member for Enfield North 
(Joan Ryan), who explained Labour inactivity on this issue: “Given a choice between the 
support of antisemites and ridding Labour of Jew-hate, they have decided to side with 
antisemites.” In the light of that, will the Prime Minister join me in urging Labour to rid its 
party of this scourge once and for all? [909335] 

The Prime Minister: I think this is a very important issue that everybody in this 
House should take seriously. I never thought I would see the day when Jewish 
people in this country were concerned about their future in this country, and I never 
thought I would see the day when a once-proud Labour party was accused of 
institutional antisemitism by a former Member of that party. It is incumbent on all of 
us in this House to ensure that we act against antisemitism wherever and however 
it occurs. It is racism and we should act against it. 

Jeremy Corbyn (Labour): … The Prime Minister just responded to a question on 
antisemitism. I simply say this: antisemitism has no place whatsoever in any of our political 
parties, in our life, in our society [Interruption.] …  
As I was saying, antisemitism has no place whatsoever in our society or in any of our 
political parties, and my own political party takes the strongest action to deal with 
antisemitism wherever it rears its head. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-20/debates/DBF98336-1D8D-4844-B89B-
3C9AEFD1462B/Engagements#contribution-E1FD5D36-0A06-4763-88EE-7583C1D37F51  
 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Maria Caulfield (Conservative): Will the Prime Minister join me welcoming Councillor 
Anne Meadows, who has today left the Labour party in Brighton and Hove City Council, 
crossing the floor to join the Conservatives, who are now the largest group on the council? 
Councillor Meadows left the Labour party because of the rise of antisemitism and bullying 
that she and her colleagues have experienced from Momentum activists—so much so that 
only seven of the 23 councillors will be standing again in May. Does the Prime Minister 
agree that antisemitism is rife throughout the whole Labour party? 

The Prime Minister: I agree with my hon. Friend. As she says, Anne Meadows, a 
long-serving Labour councillor on Brighton and Hove City Council, has today 
chosen to leave Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour party and join the Conservatives, due to 
the bullying and antisemitism that she has received from Momentum and the hard 
left. That is the harsh reality that decent, moderate Labour councillors are having 
to face every, day due to Jeremy Corbyn’s failure to stand up to bullying and racism 
in his party. We welcome Councillor Meadows into the Conservative party with open 
arms, and I am sure that she will be an excellent Conservative councillor. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-20/debates/DBF98336-1D8D-4844-B89B-
3C9AEFD1462B/Engagements#contribution-AD3430A3-27AB-4E24-AC28-CB97D1329736 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-20/debates/993F895E-D215-4773-A464-1A6320523B0E/AntisemitismInModernSociety
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-20/debates/993F895E-D215-4773-A464-1A6320523B0E/AntisemitismInModernSociety
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-20/debates/DBF98336-1D8D-4844-B89B-3C9AEFD1462B/Engagements#contribution-E1FD5D36-0A06-4763-88EE-7583C1D37F51
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-20/debates/DBF98336-1D8D-4844-B89B-3C9AEFD1462B/Engagements#contribution-E1FD5D36-0A06-4763-88EE-7583C1D37F51
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-20/debates/DBF98336-1D8D-4844-B89B-3C9AEFD1462B/Engagements#contribution-AD3430A3-27AB-4E24-AC28-CB97D1329736
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-20/debates/DBF98336-1D8D-4844-B89B-3C9AEFD1462B/Engagements#contribution-AD3430A3-27AB-4E24-AC28-CB97D1329736
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House of Commons Written Answers 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [220121] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, what steps his Department is taking to help protect 
Ahmadiyya Muslim citizens from verbal and physical attack and abuse on religious 
grounds. 

Heather Wheeler: Government is clear that everyone in Britain has the right to feel 
safe and at ease. Verbal and physical attacks and abuse on religious grounds are 
hate crimes and will be dealt with appropriately by the police and criminal justice 
system. As part of our efforts to tackle hate crime, the Government supports the 
work of the Cross-Government Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group, which 
represents a range of perspectives, including those of the Ahmadiyya community. 
We also support Tell MAMA, a service which spreads awareness about Anti-Muslim 
hate crime and Islamophobia, and provides victim support, amongst a number of 
other initiatives. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2019-02-12/220121/  
 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [220122] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, what steps his Department is taking to help protect 
Muslim citizens from verbal and physical attack and abuse on religious grounds. 

Heather Wheeler: The Government is absolutely committed to tackling hate crime 
against all individuals and communities. As part of the Government’s refreshed 
Hate Crime Action Plan published in 2018, we continue to support Tell MAMA, a 
service which spreads awareness about Anti-Muslim hate crime and Islamophobia, 
and provides victim support, amongst a number of other initiatives. Verbal and 
physical attacks and abuse on religious grounds are hate crimes which should be 
reported to the police. We are confident that reports will be dealt with appropriately. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2019-02-12/220122/ 

 

The action plan referred to above can be read at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/748175/Hate_crime_refresh_2018_FINAL_WEB.PDF  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Schools: Admissions 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL13718] To ask Her Majesty's Government what evidence, 
if any, they have that programmes linking schools with each other with homogeneous pupil 
populations taken from one religious background are as effective at promoting social 
cohesion and inter-communal trust as fully inclusive schools open to children from a variety 
of backgrounds. 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Education has a vital role in promoting integration. That is 
why the Department for Education is taking forward a number of measures across 
its portfolio to support the sector to promote integration. We want educational 
settings that prepare all children, young people and adults to participate fully in life 
in modern Britain, and equip children and young people with the skills, knowledge 
and values to become active citizens. All schools and colleges are required to teach 
a broad and balanced curriculum  which promotes  the spiritual,  moral,  social and  
 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2019-02-12/220121/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2019-02-12/220121/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2019-02-12/220122/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2019-02-12/220122/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/748175/Hate_crime_refresh_2018_FINAL_WEB.PDF
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/748175/Hate_crime_refresh_2018_FINAL_WEB.PDF
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cultural development of pupils, and to promote our shared values of democracy, 
rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different 
faiths and beliefs.  School linking programmes are an important element of our 
integration agenda. Providing opportunities for young people to have meaningful 
interactions with those from different backgrounds helps build understanding of 
different communities and cultures, fosters more positive attitudes, promotes social 
cohesion and inter-communal trust. Social mixing and school linking are grounded 
in contact theory, with studies consistently finding that contact between groups of 
young people from different backgrounds creates more positive attitudes and can 
increase cohesion. This is particularly evidenced in recent findings by the University 
of Bristol and London School of Economics[1]. 
The Department for Education co-funds, with the Ministry for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government, The Linking Network which links all kinds of schools to help 
children explore questions of identity, diversity, equality and community cohesion. 
The Linking Network uses a data analysis tool to ensure that it is only linking 
together pupil populations from different backgrounds, including young people of 
different faiths, ethnicities, socioeconomic backgrounds and from different areas. 
Diversity of intake is also important, and that is why we are taking forward our 
commitment, as set out in the Integrated Communities Action Plan, to develop 
model admissions arrangements. We have also recently published the Respectful 
Schools Communities toolkit[2] to help schools be inclusive environments; this self-
review and signposting tool supports schools to develop a whole-school approach 
that promotes respect and discipline. 
[1] Burgess, S., and Platt, L. (2018) Inter-ethnic relations of teenagers in England’s 
schools: the role of school and neighbourhood ethnic composition, Centre for 
Research and Analysis of Migration (CReAM) Discussion Paper Series, CPD 07/18 
[2] https://educateagainsthate.com/school-leaders/?filter=guidance-and-training-
school-leaders. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-13/HL13718/  

 

The CReAM paper referred to above can be read at 
http://www.cream-migration.org/publ_uploads/CDP_07_18.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government Freedom of Information Response 

Statistics of mis-stunned animals in Scottish slaughterhouses 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-00238/  

TOP 

 

Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answer 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 
Viscount Eccles (Conservative) [HL13503] To ask Her Majesty's Government what the 
total cost of the UK Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre is expected to be; and how 
this expenditure will be financed. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: In January 2015, in response to the Holocaust 
Commission’s  report  ‘Britain’s  Promise  to  Remember,  the  Prime  Minister with  
 

https://educateagainsthate.com/school-leaders/?filter=guidance-and-training-school-leaders
https://educateagainsthate.com/school-leaders/?filter=guidance-and-training-school-leaders
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-13/HL13718/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-13/HL13718/
http://www.cream-migration.org/publ_uploads/CDP_07_18.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-00238/
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cross-party support committed £50 million to kick-start a society-wide fundraising 
effort to deliver the National Memorial and Learning Centre and its wider 
educational objectives. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-06/HL13503/ 

 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/398645/Holocaust_Commission_Report_Britains_promise_to_remember.pdf  
 

TOP 

 

Israel 

United Nations 

Rising Extremism Risks Eroding Viability of Two-State Solution, Top Official Warns 
Security Council, Stressing Need for Leadership, Political Will 
…  Nickolay Mladenov, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process and 
Personal Representative of the Secretary-General, [reported] … that prospects for 
sustainable peace are fading by the day as the spectre of violence and radicalism 
grows. … the viability of a two-State solution is being eroded, with extremists on the rise 
again and the risk of war looming large.  “It should never be about Israel or Palestine,” he 
emphasized.  “It should always be about Israel and Palestine.” … 
He went on to note that the Palestinian Authority had a budget deficit of $1.04 billion in 
2018 — expected to increase in 2019 — recalling that the Government of Israel unilaterally 
decided this week to withhold the transfer of $140 million in Palestinian tax revenues. … 
Underlining that elections throughout the occupied Palestinian territory that meet 
international democratic standards may be the only way out of the impasse, he called upon 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders to recommit to the principles and vision enshrined a quarter 
of a century ago in United Nations resolutions and bilateral agreements. … 
He went on to summarize recent violent incidents in Gaza and the West Bank, including 
East Jerusalem, which claimed several Israeli and Palestinian lives, amid the continuing 
demolition and seizure of Palestinian-owned structures in the West Bank.  The upsurge in 
violence perpetrated by settlers over the past year remains a serious concern, he 
added. … 
He concluded by recalling that he has repeatedly raised the alarm about the dangerous 
trajectory of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. … “What is needed, first and foremost, is the 
necessary leadership and political will for change,” … warning: “Until that will can be found, 
Palestinians and Israelis will continue to slide into increasingly hazardous territory.” 

 

Ursula Mueller, Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, said that, at its core, the situation remains a “protection 
crisis”, with violations of international humanitarian and human rights law being the key 
drivers of the acute vulnerability among Palestinians. … 
Outlining current challenges, she echoed the Secretary-General’s call for Israel to ensure 
that its use of force in response to public demonstrations is in compliance with international 
law.  She also called upon Hamas as well as protest organizers and demonstrators 
themselves to ensure that their activities are non-violent. … 
Meanwhile, Israel expanded the fishing zone off Gaza by 6 to 12 nautical miles in January, 
which could help to revive the sector and become a sustainable source of income, she 
noted.  As for the West Bank, she said that although the situation there is less acute, 
Palestinian families face growing pressures. … 

 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-06/HL13503/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-06/HL13503/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398645/Holocaust_Commission_Report_Britains_promise_to_remember.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398645/Holocaust_Commission_Report_Britains_promise_to_remember.pdf
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Mansour Ayyad Sh. A. Alotaibi (Kuwait) said Israel continues to take advantage of the 
Council’s inaction by persisting in its illegal policies and practices in the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem.  Hate speech and inflammatory rhetoric from Israeli officials and 
Knesset members are undermining hopes for peace. … 

 

Jerry Matjila (South Africa) said Israel’s decision on Hebron regrettably undermines one 
of the situation’s few confidence-building mechanisms. … “On almost any other issue that 
this Council deals with, if there was a similar magnitude of violations or deterioration of the 
situation, we would waste no time in taking decisive action.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13707.doc.htm 

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Sheep Meat: India 
Kerry McCarthy (Labour) [216991] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, whether all sheep meat exported to India under the Government's new 
agreement announced on 5 December 2018 will be from animals that were stunned before 
slaughter. 

David Rutley: In the Export Health Certificate (EHC) agreed with India there was 
no mention of stun or non-stun, as is the case with any EHC. However all slaughter 
of animals for export must strictly comply with EU and UK rules on animal welfare. 
Any additional requirements, including slaughter methods, is a matter for the 
importing and exporting parties to agree. 
There are many animal health requirements within any EHC, these differ depending 
on the importing country. It is a document that refers to the origin of the animals 
that have been slaughtered in approved abattoirs and comply with a number of 
health requirements, including free from a number of animal diseases. This EHC 
differs in the respect that the Indian authorities insisted that a long lists of diseases, 
many of them not notifiable in the UK, be included in the EHC. This requires that 
owner/farm vet declarations are conveyed to the certifying veterinarian. This is not 
a straight forward process.  Since the market was opened in December, no exports 
of sheep meat to India have taken place. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2019-02-05/216991/ 

 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/export-boost-for-uk-industry-as-india-opens-
market-to-british-sheep-meat  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) (Amendment) Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/holocaustreturnofculturalobjectsamendment.html  
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13707.doc.htm
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2019-02-05/216991/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2019-02-05/216991/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/export-boost-for-uk-industry-as-india-opens-market-to-british-sheep-meat
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/export-boost-for-uk-industry-as-india-opens-market-to-british-sheep-meat
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/holocaustreturnofculturalobjectsamendment.html
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438  
 
 
 

 

International Development Assistance (Palestinian National Authority 
Schools) Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-
19/internationaldevelopmentassistancepalestiniannationalauthorityschools.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Online Forums Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/onlineforums.html  
 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html  

 
Palestinian Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/palestinianstatehoodrecognition.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Human Tissue (Authorisation) (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/108681.aspx 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
One Scotland: Hate Has No Home Here (closing date 24 February 2019) 
https://consult.gov.scot/hate-crime/consultation-on-scottish-hate-crime-legislation/ 
 
** closes in 7 days 
Racial harassment in higher education (closing date 28 February 2019) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/inquiries-and-investigations/racial-harassment-
higher-education-our-inquiry   
 
Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission – Draft Strategic Plan 2019-22  
(closing date 15 March 2019) 
http://www.nihrc.org/news/detail/ni-human-rights-commission-draft-strategic-plan-2019-
2022-consultation  
 
Scottish charity law (closing date 1 April 2019) 
https://tinyurl.com/y9ln88df  

TOP 
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