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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Religious Literacy Training 
7. Helen Goodman (Labour): To ask the right hon. Member for Meriden, representing 
the Church Commissioners, what steps the Church of England is taking to support the 
provision of religious literacy training for Government Departments and 
embassies. [905695] 

Caroline Spelman: The Church of England fully supports the provision of 
religious literacy training across all Government Departments. The Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office provides religious literacy training through the LSE Faith 
Centre, following an open competition. It is essential that diplomats abroad and 
officials here at home understand the histories of different faiths. 

Helen Goodman: I am grateful to the right hon. Lady for that answer. Religious conflict is 
obviously worst in the middle east. My understanding is that the training is not 
compulsory. Will she have a conversation with the Minister with responsibility for the 
middle east and north Africa about this matter? 

Caroline Spelman: Despite the training provided by the LSE Faith Centre 
receiving excellent reviews, the uptake is disappointing. Perhaps the hon. Lady 
would like to join me in having a conversation with the Minister for the Middle 
East, my right hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), 
who is very knowledgeable about the area, to see if we can advance take-up of 
the course across all Government Departments. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-06-07/debates/81E745C7-1CA3-446A-
8B9F-76E6CC870B98/ReligiousLiteracyTraining 
 
 

Downing Street and Home Office 

Places of worship to stay protected with £1 million Home Office fund 
Places of worship that have been subjected to or could be vulnerable to hate crime 
attacks to be supported by the Home Office with a further £1 million funding. 
Successful applicants in England and Wales will receive up to £56,000 towards improved 
security to counter the threat from hate crimes at their premises. Previous funding has 
been awarded when places of worship have been either victim to, or at risk of, a hate 
attack, including graffiti, the defacing of religious symbols or attacks on worshippers. 
The Places of Worship Security Funding scheme,  which  launched in  2016 and  is worth  
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£2.4 million in total, has helped 89 churches, mosques, temples and gurdwaras to install 
protective alarms, security lighting and CCTV cameras to deter attackers. Synagogues 
are covered under a separate scheme administered by the Community Security Trust. 
Minister for Countering Extremism, Baroness Williams said: Communities being able to 
worship their religion free from intimidation, violence or abusive behaviour is a vital 
principle at the heart of the values we share in this country. … 
Prime Minister, Theresa May said: … Freedom of worship, respect, and tolerance for 
those of different faiths is fundamental to our values and I am determined to stamp out 
extremism and hate crime wherever it occurs. 
Security at places of worship is important to provide congregations with peace of mind, 
but let me be clear – where groups or individuals incite hatred or are engaged in vile, 
religiously motivated criminal activity, they should expect to be prosecuted and face the 
full force of the law. 
Hate crimes in this instance are defined as any crimes committed against a person 
because of their real or perceived religion. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/places-of-worship-to-stay-protected-with-1-million-
home-office-fund  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Hate Crime Legislation: Bracadale Review 
15.00 The Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs (Annabelle Ewing): 
Tackling hate crime is central to building the Scotland that we all want to see—a 
Scotland free from hatred, prejudice, discrimination and bigotry, and a country where 
trust, respect and understanding underpin the way we live our lives. 
Sadly, although Scotland is an open and inclusive nation, we are not immune from 
hateful behaviour or prejudicial attitudes, for it is a sad reality that people in our 
communities sometimes face discrimination and abuse. … 
Although legislation in and of itself is not the solution to these issues, it is part of the 
backbone that runs through our society. Through legislation, we have a set of clear 
standards for what is and is not acceptable. That ensures that those who cross the line 
into criminality can be dealt with through appropriate and proportionate penalties. 
Being a victim of a crime is a dreadful experience for anyone. However, it is even more 
invidious for someone to be a victim of a crime because of their race, religion, disability, 
sexual orientation or transgender identity … It is completely and utterly unacceptable for 
anyone to be motivated to perpetrate a crime to traumatise and frighten people simply for 
being who they are. 
All communities, including minority and vulnerable communities, must be able to count on 
the law when they are targeted by hate crime. … 
Lord Bracadale’s review provides a robust set of recommendations that we will now 
consider in full. We have accepted the basic proposal that a consolidated hate crime 
statute would be beneficial and that such an approach has the potential to resolve some 
of the issues that arise from Scottish hate crime legislation having developed in what can 
be termed a piecemeal way over a period of time. … 
Lord Bracadale made particular recommendations, including the introduction of new 
statutory aggravations based on gender and age hostility. He also recommended making 
hate crime legislation more accessible and easy to understand by updating the language 
that is used to describe hate crimes. He proposed the extension of offences of stirring up 
hatred to cover not just race—the only protected characteristic that is currently covered 
by a specific statutory stirring-up offence—but to cover each of the protected 
characteristics, including any new ones that Parliament agrees to. 
Lord  Bracadale   also   recommended  that  the  exploitation of  perceived  vulnerabilities  
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should be considered as a specific aggravation in its own right. Similarly, he 
recommended repealing the offence in section 50A of the Criminal Law (Consolidation) 
(Scotland) Act 1995, covering racially aggravated harassment, and was in favour of using 
the approach envisaged elsewhere in his review, which is to have a baseline criminal 
offence and a statutory aggravation reflecting identity hostility. In the instant case, that 
would mean employing a statutory racial aggravation. … 
Hate crime has a damaging effect not just on victims but on the communities to which 
people belong and in which they live. I believe that it undermines society as a whole, 
because it makes people fear each other and creates barriers between communities. 
Therefore it is a problem for all of society and one that we all need to play a part in 
resolving. … 

 

15.11 Liam Kerr (Conservative): … Last year, there were nearly 6,000 hate crime 
charges in Scotland, roughly two thirds of which were racial—and those are just the ones 
that were reported. It is widely accepted that the real level of hate crime is far higher than 
is reported in official statistics, because a significant number go unreported to authorities. 
Intolerance, bigotry, racism and prejudice of any kind should not be accepted anywhere 
in a civilised society, so we must do all that we can to challenge them. … 
… a matter that merits further discussion is how to approach the report’s 
recommendation 2, on updating language. Simplification and accessibility are always to 
be encouraged, but as Gordon Lindhurst will say later, a phrase such as “malice and ill-
will” may not be identical to the term “hostility”, so we must be very careful on such 
points. … 
We can send a message that we will not tolerate those who target the most vulnerable 
people in our society. Criminals must know that they will be additionally punished with 
tougher sentences for such callous and inhuman behaviour. … 
We were also pleased to note that the report recognises the role that restorative justice 
can play in dealing with hate crime. … 
I particularly commend to Parliament the example that Bracadale cites at paragraph 
10.42 of an anti-Semitism case in which the affected family wanted the offender to study 
the effects of the Holocaust as part of his community sentence. The offender later 
reflected: 
“I had ... no idea that being antisemitic had this kind of impact. I had no idea that all these 
people died during the second World War”. 
As researcher and social work practitioner Rania Hamad notes, “developing an 
understanding of the harms caused by hate crime ... is viewed as an important facet of 
any rehabilitative intervention with hate crime offenders. Many offenders are potentially 
not fully aware of the harm caused by their actions at the time of committing the offence. 
As such, a restorative justice ... approach may be well-placed to address the harms of 
hate crime.” … 
Hate crime is particularly harmful to victims and communities. As Rania Hamad has said, 
“research indicates that the emotional and psychological trauma caused by hate crime is 
heightened compared with other types of crime due to the offending often being related 
to the ‘core’ of the person’s identity, and vicarious trauma can be experienced by those 
who share the same identity characteristics as the victim such as family or community 
members.” … 

 

15.20 Daniel Johnson (Labour): … Hate crime has profound effects on the victim, but it 
also harms the community group to which that person belongs: an attack on one is an 
attack on all. Further, such attacks damage society as a whole’s moral framework. They 
can sour community relations and breed tension in otherwise well integrated multicultural 
and multi-identity societies. … 
Secondly, hate crime legislation has a symbolic function. We in Parliament must 
remember that the power of the laws that we pass is not only in their operation, but is in 
the messages that they send. … a symbolic message is sent to the victim that he or she 
will be protected by society;  to the perpetrator or  potential perpetrator  that he or she will  
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be punished severely; to victim groups in the community that we stand with you against 
such attacks; and to wider society that prejudice and inequality will not be tolerated. 

 

15.27 John Finnie (Green): … This report is a response to hate crime; prevention will be 
dealt with through education. That is the key to this in the long term. … 

 

15.30 Liam McArthur (Liberal Democrat): … As much as we all condemn crimes that 
are motivated by hatred or prejudice towards aspects of a victim’s identity, we will no 
doubt have different views about how best to tackle such hatred or indeed how to 
balance those efforts with, for example, the protection of fundamental freedoms, not least 
freedom of speech. … 
The proposal to consolidate hate crime legislation has given rise to anxieties in some 
quarters, but it seems to me to be an inherently sensible approach to take. The current 
body of hate crime legislation is fragmented and reflects the piecemeal way in which it 
has come into existence …  
… if we shy away from consolidation, there is a risk that we are seen arbitrarily to 
prioritise some hate crimes over others … 

 

15.39 Maurice Corry (Conservative): … Hate crime legislation is always difficult to 
create effectively, because we need adequately to weigh the need for freedom of 
expression against the need to tackle hate crime. Lord Bracadale’s report acknowledges 
the importance of striking that balance and includes the recommendation: 
“A protection of freedom of expression provision ... should be included in any new 
legislation relating to stirring up offences.” 
Lord Bracadale ruled out an aggravator of “hostility towards a political entity” on the 
ground that “The freedom of speech to engage in political protest is vitally important.” 
That recommendation is very important. … 
 

15.44 Fulton MacGregor (SNP): … The report found no need to create new laws to deal 
with hate crime online, and it said that no statutory replacement was required for section 
1 of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012. … However, Lord Bracadale recommends that we reintroduce an element of the 
2012 act by concluding that the repeal of section 6 “has left a gap in the law” regarding 
offences of stirring up hatred apart from those that relate to race, which is the only area 
that the law now covers … 
…  which means that, unlike elsewhere in the UK, Scotland now has no specific offence 
of stirring up religious hatred. … 
That brings me to a recent case that involved one of my constituents, who is the man 
who was found guilty of a hate crime for filming a dog’s Nazi salute. The defender said 
that it was intended to be a joke. As the constituency MSP, I received representations 
from both sides of the argument, who made their cases strongly and passionately. … 
One camp agreed with the verdict and one did not. That case highlights the need for 
clearly defined hate crime legislation. … 

 

15.49 Anas Sarwar (Labour): … There is a feeling among certain sections of our 
communities that there are not equal protections in law for people of different 
communities, faiths and backgrounds. A close look at Lord Bracadale’s review and our 
legislation shows that, although we do have equal protections in law, perhaps we do not 
have equal actions in how the law is implemented for different communities. … 
Much more work needs to be done around defining Islamophobia. I hoped that Lord 
Bracadale would consider that as part of the review, but perhaps it was outwith the remit. 
… We need to define Islamophobia because Islamophobia is on the rise and we must 
recognise that for our communities. … 
… a failure to define Islamophobia risks allowing those with ill intent to define it for us. 
Secondly, in the valid debate about freedom of speech … it is important that we define 
Islamophobia so that it cannot be mischaracterised as the restricting or questioning of 
theology. … 
Thirdly, it is important that we define Islamophobia so that there is a clear reference point 
for the legal  system when  considering any hate  crime or cases  of incitement.  Fourthly,  
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defining Islamophobia will help to demonstrate to our diverse communities that we, as 
lawmakers, recognise that Islamophobia exists, that it impacts on communities and that 
we take seriously the need to challenge it. … 
We must get the balance right. Part of that is accepting that there will be a hard-core 
group of individuals who will always claim that any attempt to develop hate crime 
legislation is an attempt to curb freedom of speech, no matter what is agreed or how it is 
applied. Surely, the test must be whether it passes the test with the fair-minded majority. 
In order for that to happen, any definition of Islamophobia must not be an attempt to stifle 
debate or disagree on theology; it must be focused solely on prejudice and bias, and it 
must be focused on Muslims—the followers of Islam—and those who are misrecognised 
as Muslims rather than on Islam itself. … 
All of us who believe in creating a society that is free of hate, division and abuse must 
see the fight against all forms of prejudice as a fight for all of us. … 

 

16.00 Annie Wells (Conservative): … There is a need to promote and enhance the 
public understanding of hate crime … 
The Scottish Conservatives continue to support the existence of hate crime as a special 
category, recognising the profound harm that it causes to the victim and the community 
to which they belong. As research has shown, the emotional and psychological trauma 
that is caused by hate crime is heightened due to the offending being related to the core 
of the victim’s identity, which has an impact on the entire community. … 

 

16.05 Clare Adamson (SNP): … The Bracadale review has also noted an 
underreporting of hate crime in Scotland … The report describes the underreporting as a 
“serious problem”, and I agree that it is. The underreporting is partly attributed to a lack of 
awareness of what hate crime is and an acceptance within certain communities that 
abusive conduct is just part of daily life and people should put up with it. That is shocking 
and completely unacceptable for 21st century Scotland. … 

 

16.15 Ivan McKee (SNP): … Scotland prides itself on its tolerance. Our embracing of 
diversity is at the core of our society and our values and, although we are far from perfect 
in this regard, it is important that we continue to work hard every day to tackle intolerance 
wherever we find it. Hate crime has a hugely damaging effect on both victims and 
communities, and everyone has the right to be safe and to feel safe. … 
Hate crime is often concerned with spoken or written communication. That forces us to 
define other boundaries, and specifically those that separate hate speech from free 
speech. The review comments on that, recognising that “The right to engage in legitimate 
political protest is fundamental in a democratic society. There is a tension between ... 
freedom of expression, which protects legitimate political protest, and ... conduct which is 
racially aggravated.” 
In particular, the review considers political protests in that context and makes it clear that 
it does not consider criticism of a political entity to be a hate crime. In fact, it considers 
that such an approach would extend the concept of hate crime too far and dilute its 
impact. It concludes that it would be open to interpretation and abuse for political ends, 
and that it would be open to change over time depending on the political climate. I am 
glad that the review comes to that conclusion, making it clear that hate crime legislation 
should not be used to stifle legitimate political expression. 
The second issue concerns the position that the review takes with regard to 
differentiating between those of faith and those of no faith with respect to hate crimes. 
There is evidence that people of no faith, and particularly those who have left a faith, face 
targeted violence solely on the basis of their belief position. However, the review 
concludes that, although in principle hostility towards members of a group based on non-
theistic beliefs could give rise to hate crime, it does not believe that such an extension is 
required. The result of what the review proposes would be that someone who had 
changed their religion from one faith to another could be a victim of a hate crime, but 
someone who was similarly targeted for leaving a faith and moving to a position of non-
belief could not be considered to be a victim of hate crime. … 
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16.19 Oliver Mundell (Conservative): … The kind of offences and instances that 
members have identified this afternoon are not just a problem for the individual victims; 
they are problems for us all. Whatever we think of the review’s recommendations and 
whatever our differing opinions, there can be no downplaying of or dismissing how 
severely impacted those directly affected are and how devastating the consequences of 
discrimination and hate crimes are. Hate crimes are motivated by prejudice, and 
Parliament must continue its work to stamp them out. … 

 

16.30 John Mason (SNP): … Stirring up hatred would be an offence only if it was 
serious enough. For example, that might apply to the punish a Muslim campaign or 
someone seeking to rid Europe of Jews. Interestingly, Lord Bracadale puts the case for 
law having a symbolic function, even if the number of prosecutions was not great 
compared to a baseline offence plus an aggravation. He says that there is a gap in the 
law, especially where the hatred is aimed at a group rather than an individual and that, 
depending on the circumstances and context, it could be more appropriate to proceed 
with a charge of stirring up hatred. … 
Lord Bracadale refers to the fact that the European Union and the United Nations have 
made the point that religion and race can be linked in practice. Thus, hatred of Catholics 
and the Irish can be connected, even though not all Irish people are Catholics and not all 
Catholics are Irish. Similarly, it can be difficult to distinguish between hatred of Israel and 
hatred of the Jews. 
The report also compares Scotland to the rest of the United Kingdom, Canada and most 
of Australia, and says that Scotland has the least provision for offences of stirring up 
hatred. … 

 

16.39 Rhoda Grant (Labour): … Hate crime is a blight on our society that causes people 
to live in fear and to feel disengaged from their communities. …  
t might just be my perception, but anecdotally such abuse seems to be becoming more 
common. When times are hard, people need someone to blame, and the people whom 
they blame will always be people they see as being different from themselves, whether 
because of gender, ethnicity, sexuality, disability or any of the other excuses that people 
find to hate others and blame them for their own troubles. An enlightened society must 
not buy into that and we must challenge it when it happens, both culturally and legally. … 
Anas Sarwar talked about the rise of Islamophobia; it is deeply worrying. Terrorism that is 
carried out in the name of Islam is used as an excuse for the extreme form of 
Islamophobia. However, we did not blame Christianity—Catholic or Protestant—for the 
terrorism that came out of Ireland. Islamophobia is rooted in racism and hatred and must 
be stamped out. … 

 

16.53 Annabelle Ewing: … There is a clear recognition that hate crime must be tackled 
effectively if we are to become the Scotland that we all want. We cannot build an open 
and inclusive society if we allow bigots and bullies to peddle hatred and set community 
against community. 
As I said in my opening statement, although legislation is not the only element to tackling 
hate crime, it is an important aspect of the agenda and, importantly, it is an element that 
this chamber can deliver. By working together, we can ensure that Scotland’s ability to 
tackle hate crime is the best we can make it. … 
We cannot afford to be complacent. To take forward work to build an approach to hate 
crime with consolidated legislation at its heart is a clear signal that we have adopted a 
zero tolerance approach to hate crime. As many members have said, one incident of 
hatred is one too many. To achieve that approach, we need to encourage more people to 
report hate crime in the first place. … 
I conclude by making one point as strongly and as clearly as possible. The Scottish 
Government is fully committed to tackling all forms of hate crime, wherever and 
whenever they occur. We believe that robust hate crime legislation that is fit for 21st 
century Scotland is central to that. We want all our diverse communities to enjoy equality 
in a  meaningful  sense.  Hateful  behaviour is  insidious and  corrosive and  it diminishes  
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each of us. It has no place in modern Scotland, and it is time for us all to be vigilant and 
to stand united against hatred. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11583&i=105040#ScotParlOR  
 

Lord Bracadale’s “Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation in Scotland” can be read at 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00535892.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Palestinian Territories 
col 1411 Lord Steel of Aikwood (Liberal Democrat): …  I put in for the ballot for 
today’s debate just after the terrible slaughter of 62 Palestinians inside the Gaza fence, 
which included eight children. … I visited Israel, the West Bank and Gaza several times, 
once touring Gaza just after the Cast Lead operation, when I saw for myself the wanton 
destruction of hospitals, schools and factories in what was described by David Cameron 
as one vast prison camp. 
Before anyone accuses me of being one-sided, let me also say that I spent an afternoon 
with the local Israeli MP in the Ashkelon area in the south of that country and fully 
understand the intolerable life of citizens there threatened by rockets fired by Hamas 
from inside Gaza.  
In fact, long before I got involved with MAP [Medical Aid for Palestinians], back in 1981, I 
first met Yasser Arafat, leader of the PLO, at a time when our Government would not 
speak to him on the grounds that the PLO was a terrorist organisation refusing to 
recognise Israel, a mistake that we have repeated with Hamas. As I got to know Arafat 
over the years, I recognised that he was a brilliant liberation leader but a disappointing 
failure as head of the Palestinian Administration. Indeed, it was the incompetence and 
even corruption of that Administration which led to the success of Hamas in the election 
in Gaza. But those of us who pride ourselves in democracy cannot just give them the 
cold shoulder because we did not like the result, and yet that is what happened. … 
col 1412 I do not know whether the Israeli Government know or care about how low they 
have sunk in world esteem. … 
The conduct of its present Government is a clear betrayal of the basis on which the Lloyd 
George Government welcomed a state of Israel. … 
I spent some years active in the Anti-Apartheid Movement. Only much later did I realise 
one noted fact about those who had led the white population’s opposition to apartheid—
my dear friend Helen Suzman, Zach de Beer, Harry Oppenheimer, Hilda Bernstein, 
Ronnie Kasrils, Helen Joseph, Joe Slovo and so many others were predominantly 
Jewish—which was that they knew where doctrines of racial superiority ultimately and 
tragically led. I rather hope that the recent slaughter in Gaza will awaken the international 
conscience to resolute action … 
col 1413 We cannot allow the Israeli Government to treat Palestinian lives as inferior to 
their own, which is what they consistently do. That is why our Government should not 
only support the two-state solution, but register our determination and disapproval of their 
conduct by accepting the decisions of both Houses of our Parliament and indeed the 
European Parliament and recognise the state of Palestine without further delay. … 
 

col 1414 The Marquess of Lothian (Conservative): … I do not believe that this is about 
preserving or strengthening Israel’s security but, on this occasion, about physical 
acquisitions with potentially disastrous implications for the Palestinians. … 
It cannot be morally  or legally  right to  lay claim  to parts of  someone  else’s  territory by  
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building settlements on it or by building a wall across it, which effectively creates a new 
territorial border. 
Nor is it right, with or without ill-judged United States’ support, unilaterally to proclaim the 
whole of Jerusalem the capital of Israel, in the process striking a vicious blow to the 
search for a two-state solution. Nor is it enough to pray national security requirements in 
aid of otherwise illegal or immoral acts. No level of threat from Palestinian protests on the 
border of Gaza can excuse the killing of innocent children or medical staff, as the noble 
Lord, Lord Steel, referred to. Nor can the disproportionate and one-sided shooting of 
some 70 Palestinian protesters on that same border be anything other than totally 
unacceptable. … 
 

col 1415 Lord Hain (Labour): … For decades I have favoured the internationally 
supported two-state solution as the best plan for peace and the fairest outcome, but is 
this now in any way feasible? Prime Minister Netanyahu and other members of his 
Government and MPs have recently spoken out against it, endorsed by the renewed 
“Greater Israel” discourse of the growing Israeli right calling for the annexation of 
Palestinian territories. … 
Today, the situation of Palestinians living on their own land resembles a harsh civil rights 
struggle. Gaza is under Israeli siege. Palestinian life in the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem is untenable because they have little or no say over the running of a land that 
has increasingly become an archipelago of isolated Palestinian territorial islands in a sea 
of Israeli-controlled land, checkpoints, bases and settlements. … 
Tense and difficult though the current standoff may be for Israel, it is not going to be 
defeated and therefore holds the stronger hand. Would Palestinians, absorbed into their 
traditional homeland, albeit alongside Jewish citizens with a narrow majority over them, 
drop their historic grievance and quickly adjust to the new reality? That is optimistic to 
say the least. But if the window for the two-state solution has indeed closed, should the 
EU, the US and the UK make it plain to Israel that a one-state alternative may be the only 
one available to ensure its own security? If so, what guarantees might there be for 
Jewish citizens both within Israel and worldwide if they agree to this merger? Could the 
Arab nations join those in the West like the US and the UK to provide the post-World War 
Two guarantee of “never again”? Could a federal or confederal state provide a way 
forward, with common security, a unified economy, common civil rights and guarantees 
of religious freedom for Jews and Muslims, but considerable political autonomy for the 
territories within it of “Israel” and “Palestine”? … 
 

col 1416 Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat): … Let us start with the Israeli 
Government. Their actions include: the demolition of homes for which planning 
permission was repeatedly sought but not granted by the Israeli authorities; the 
demolition of schools; forcible transfers; illegal settlements on occupied land; the forced 
evacuation of Palestinian villages  …; the confiscation of land in occupied territory; and 
collective punishment. The Israeli Defence Minister, Avigdor Lieberman, claimed that, 
“there are no innocent people in the Gaza Strip”, which has a population of 2 million. 
The Israeli Government have also used live ammunition on civilians, including children 
and health workers. … 
There is the blockade of civilian populations. … the imprisonment of children, torture, the 
denial of clean water and the denial of sanitation development. … Then there is the 
denial of medical assistance, the detention without trial of Palestinians and the restriction 
of basic construction materials … Lastly, there is the imprisonment of conscientious 
objectors to military service. 
Israel is a sovereign state. It has the right to self-defence. But the litany above patently 
gives a lie to the claim that Israel’s actions can be justified by self-defence. These are the 
actions of an occupying power, maintaining de facto military control over the occupied 
territory while brutally subjugating the citizens of the land it occupies. … 
 

col 1417 Lord Hylton (Crossbench): … I have two questions for Her Majesty’s 
Government.  First, will there be a special British contribution to the current Gaza medical  
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emergency? If so, how large will it be? … 
My second question concerns self-determination. Will the Government do all they can to 
help the Palestinians decide on their own future? Palestinian leaders from the time of Haj 
Amin al-Husseini in the 1930s right up to President Abbas at the present moment have 
been much criticised. Some of this criticism may be justified, but the fact remains that 
Palestinians have never been able to exercise national self-determination. … 
 

col 1418 The Lord Bishop of Chester: … I want to comment on three historic issues 
which affect contemporary circumstances. The first was what I will call a reaction of the 
indigenous Palestinian people 70 years ago not to accept the decision of the United 
Nations to support the establishment of a mainly Jewish state and a separate Palestinian 
state … 
Perhaps the most obvious fact on the ground is Israel itself: an extraordinarily 
prosperous, modern state whose emergence in just a few decades has almost been a 
modern wonder of the world for those who see it and a great credit to the Israeli people. 
It is a tragedy that the indigenous Arab, mainly Muslim, people of Palestine, admittedly 
with the support of surrounding nations, thought that they could stop the establishment of 
the modern state of Israel or subsequently destroy it in the disastrous wars of 1967 and 
1974. It is a tragedy that a two-state solution was more possible 70 years ago than it is 
today. 
The second mistake was the failure of the United Nations in 1948 properly to manage the 
emergence of the two new states, as envisaged in the resolution adopted in November 
1947. … 
The third major error of judgment, to which reference has already been made, was the 
Israeli decision to create Jewish settlements in the Palestinian territories. … The Gaza 
settlements were handed back to the Palestinian Authority in 2005, with 8,500 settlers 
removed, some very publicly and forcibly. I went and looked into those settlements at the 
top of the Gaza Strip a couple of years ago. It seems that nothing has happened on 
them. I would be interested to know why the Gaza people do not occupy the land that 
was then released. … 
 

col 1419 Lord Luce (Crossbench): … In these circumstances, what should we do? I 
suggest three things. First, at a people-to-people and community-to-community level, we 
should help to build trust between Israelis and Palestinians on the ground. … 
Secondly, I come to Her Majesty’s Government. … we have a major responsibility to 
keep the flames of hope alive. That is our role. We helped to build and recognise Israel in 
1948; we must now work vigorously to recognise a new Palestine. … 
Lastly, we must prepare the ground for the recognition of a Palestinian state. … 
 

col 1420 Lord Cope of Berkeley (Conservative): … The two-state solution, as has 
been said by the noble Lord, Lord Hain, is at risk because of the huge amount of Israeli 
building and development in the Occupied Territories since 1967 and because of the 
ruthless and brutal nature of the occupation, both generally and particularly, of course, in 
Gaza. … Peace can come only by wide agreement, and in my view British recognition of 
Palestine would help to redress the balance between the two and change the terms of 
the argument. … 
 

col 1422 Lord Palmer of Childs Hill (Liberal Democrat): … The problem is not only 
Israel; it is partly because the Palestinians believe that the route to independence is via 
international pressure on Israel. The Palestinian leadership must take responsibility and 
be given responsibility for the situation in the Palestinian Territories … 
It will happen only if Israel and the Palestinians—including Hamas—sit down at the 
negotiating table without preconditions. … 
The Palestinians have limited resources but the question is: are those resources used to 
further the peace process and thus create a Palestinian state or are the Palestinians 
misusing the powers they have, waiting for the wonderful international community to 
deliver? The desire to be a martyr seems so opposite to our feelings in the West, and 
indeed in Israel, where every life is sacred.  
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A recent report on education, just referred to, includes some graphic examples of this. In 
the mathematics grade 4 paper, Palestinian students are instructed to calculate the 
number of martyrs in Palestinian uprisings as part of a maths exercise. A photo of a 
funeral accompanies the question. Another such question gives the numbers of martyrs 
of two intifadas and asks students to add the figures together for an answer. Currently, 
the science grade 7 paper used by the Palestinians on Newton’s second law says: 
“During the first Palestinian uprising, Palestinian youths used slingshots to confront the 
soldiers of the Zionist Occupation and defend themselves from their treacherous bullets. 
What is the relationship between the elongation of the slingshot’s rubber and the tensile 
strength affecting it? What are the forces that influence the stone after its release from 
the slingshot?” 
What great education that is. … 
Israel unilaterally withdrew from Gaza 13 years ago. … but this was not met with any 
hoped-for peace. Noble Lords have spoken about the siege by Israel of Gaza but I 
remind the House that Gaza has a border with Egypt as well, and that border is more 
tightly controlled than the one with Israel. … 
col 1423 As recently as 29 May, Hamas fired the largest amount of rockets and mortars 
since the end of Operation Protective Edge in 2014. One of those rounds landed in a 
kindergarten. Hamas uses its limited resources in the wrong way. It is clear that Hamas 
cares more about destroying the Jewish state, I am afraid, than about the welfare of the 
Palestinians under its control. … 
 

col 1424 Lord Dykes (Crossbench): … Saddam Hussein was rightly expelled by the 
international community after his invasion of Kuwait one year later and everyone 
supported that, but Israel is still in occupation 50 years later. … 
Israel is quite rightly the unbeatable military power because when it first began it always 
needed protection. That having been established beyond all measurements, though—
including the illegal holding of nuclear weapons, apparently—Israel is now an established 
state. It has been so for 70 years, and the celebrations of that were very joyous. Because 
of that, however, it has the solemn obligation to take the lead in these negotiations. It is 
not up to Israel to say, “Oh well, there’s no one to negotiate with”. It has to give the 
lead. … 
col 1425 Lord Polak (Conservative): … Last week, I had the pleasure of meeting Ali 
Jafar from al-Sawahera, near Ramallah. He had just completed his shift as a senior 
manager at SodaStream at Idan Hanegev industrial park close to Rahat in southern 
Israel. Among the 250 workers under Ali’s management on that shift were Bedouins, 
Palestinians, Israeli Jews and Israeli Arabs, all working together in what they themselves 
call an island of peace. … 
Ali himself now has a two-hour commute each way. Previously it was 20 minutes when 
the factory was in Mishor Adumin. The factory was moved due to the pressure of the 
need to expand coupled with the pressure mounted by the BDS campaign, because 
Mishor Adumin is in the disputed territories. I guess that no one from the BDS movement 
consulted Ali, nor his 800 Palestinian co-workers who lost their jobs, before mounting 
their campaign. … 
 

col 1427 Lord Turnberg (Labour): … We should remember that in 1947 the UN partition 
plan divided Palestine into a Jewish and Arab state. The Jews accepted what was an 
almost indefensible thin sliver of land along the coast, while the Arabs immediately 
rejected what then was a very much larger state, which included a huge piece of land 
that later became Jordan. What a huge mistake that was. It would have avoided so much 
pain, bloodshed and death on both sides, and it is unfortunately the case that the 
Palestinians have continued to reject the very idea of a Jewish state in the Middle East. 
Hamas constantly preaches death and destruction for the Jews, and even the seemingly 
more moderate Mr Abbas has never accepted the Jewishness of Israel. One only has to 
glance at the Palestinian Authority school textbooks to see how they are feeding their 
children a frightening anti-Semitic diet.  
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It is little wonder that attitudes in Israel have hardened and, unfortunately, turned to the 
right. It is hardly surprising, too, to find that the two-state solution is in very cold storage, 
when Palestinian attitudes have stalled and one looks at the threats that Israelis see 
surrounding them on all sides. … The history of the Jews makes them take it very 
seriously when someone threatens to kill them off. Iran is creeping ever closer to Israel’s 
northern border, while its proxy in Lebanon, Hezbollah, is pointing over 100,000 armed 
and increasingly accurate missiles at Israel, ready to fire when Iran dictates. Of course, 
there is also Hamas, funded and armed by Iran, posing its own threat to Israel from 
Gaza, not on the same scale, of course, but bad enough for local Israeli residents 
rushing to their shelters every day. While Israel builds shelters, Hamas builds tunnels. … 
 

col 1428 Lord Hannay of Chiswick (Crossbench): … Israel’s wisest Foreign Minister, 
Abba Eban, used often to say that the Palestinians, “never missed an opportunity to miss 
an opportunity”, in the search for peace. For a long time, he was quite right but, now, that 
affliction has fallen on the Israelis themselves. … 
 

col 1430 Baroness Morris of Bolton (Conservative): … Last week the indiscriminate 
firing of rockets from Gaza into Israel into a kindergarten—where, thank God, no one was 
injured—was rightly condemned by Governments across the world. These actions of the 
Islamic Jihad movement and Hamas do nothing to bring about a just and lasting peace 
and, like all acts of violence, ultimately do nothing to help the Palestinian cause. But the 
Palestinians in Gaza have every right to protest against the circumstances in which they 
live. With over half the population living in poverty and with chronic unemployment, they 
suffer food and water shortages, only four hours of electricity a day, shortage of 
medicines and, too many times, denial to leave Gaza for cancer treatment or to 
accompany their children to hospitals elsewhere. Despite being well educated, 
entrepreneurial, resourceful, resilient and just decent, good people, they are powerless to 
change these circumstances, because they are not in control of their own destiny. 
Palestinians in Gaza and throughout the Occupied Territories simply long to enjoy the 
civil rights which we all take for granted and the freedom to live ordinary lives. 
Recognition of the state of Palestine would be the first step in that long journey. …  
 

col 1431 Baroness Ludford (Liberal Democrat): … Israel has a right—as does 
Palestine—to live in security, and to have its existence recognised, including by its 
neighbours, as a homeland for the Jewish people and those of predominantly Jewish 
identity; these are terms I much prefer to “Jewish state”. … 
In the context of Palestinian responsibility, it is very unhelpful that the UN special 
rapporteur on the human rights situation in the Palestinian territories is mandated to look 
at violations committed only by Israel, not by the PA, Fatah, or Hamas, some of which 
have been well documented by bodies like Human Rights Watch. The UN special co-
ordinator for the Middle East peace process is, in my opinion, more balanced. He 
documents that, between 28 and 30 May, over 200 projectiles, rockets and mortar shells 
were fired from Gaza towards Israel. Most were intercepted but 77 were hits and, as 
other noble Lords have mentioned, one was on a kindergarten yard. … He also pointed 
out that rockets fired from Gaza had damaged electricity installations on the Israeli side, 
resulting in a reduction of over 30% in the only electricity supply to Gaza, which is 
somewhat of an own goal. 
This is not the fault of Israel; neither was the destruction of the infrastructure that the 
Israelis left behind in Gaza when they pulled out. The special rapporteur is obliged, 
alongside condemnation of Israel, to point out that punitive measures imposed on the 
authorities in Gaza by the Palestinian Authority continue to impact negatively on the 
human rights and humanitarian situation of Gaza’s residents … 
 

col 1433 Lord Warner (Crossbench): … Despite Gaza’s grim situation, the protests 
around Nakba Day on 15 May were relatively moderate. In so far as any protesters were 
armed, it was with catapults and stones, some Molotov cocktails, admittedly, and a few 
flaming kites. At a press conference on 10 May, the Hamas leadership congratulated its 
personnel  on abstaining  from gunfire — a rare event. … On the evidence available, little  
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attempt was made to disperse protesters by non-lethal means such as tear gas or water 
cannon. In that situation, the Israeli military behaved like people auditioning for a Sam 
Peckinpah film, killing at least 50 Palestinians and probably more. Estimates vary 
upwards from 60 to 100 and include about 10 children. Many of those killed were shot in 
the back while running away or had their hands up.  
In addition, it was claimed by Time magazine in its edition of 28 May that, “Israeli soldiers 
methodically cut down some 2,700 Palestinians”. 
That number has subsequently risen. Some of the victims were children playing football 
too close to the border and some were health workers. This was not Israel defending its 
homeland; it was an international atrocity that needs to be investigated by the United 
Nations. … 
We should perhaps reflect on the views expressed by the late and—by me—lamented 
Gerald Kaufman MP, who was the son of Polish Jews and whose grandmother was killed 
by the Nazis. Gerald once described Israel as a “pariah state” requiring the application of 
economic sanctions. … 
 

col 1434 Baroness Uddin (Non-affiliated: … Does the Minister accept that it is time to 
stand up to the truth that the indiscriminate and disproportionate use of force by Israeli 
forces is morally indefensible …? 
Given that Israel appears on our list of countries with a human rights record “of significant 
concern”, is it not time for Britain to review its position on selling arms to Israel, which is 
at odds with our laws and our fundamental British value of protecting innocent citizens 
globally? 
Will the Government condemn outright Israel’s announcement this week that it intends to 
build 3,900 new illegal-settlement homes on the West Bank? … 
col 1435 Is it not time for our Government to accept that their complicity and silence are 
wrong, and that continued blind appeasement of Israel is untenable, while we justify our 
inaction and not calling for sanctions by demonising Hamas, which has a democratic 
mandate, whether we like it or not? … 
 

col 1436 Lord Shinkwin (Conservative): … We may differ in our opinions, but this 
debate surely shows that we are united in our sorrow at the tragic situation that the world 
saw played out on the Gaza border only a few days ago. I seek neither to judge nor to 
justify the Israeli response, only to attempt to rationalise why a country would seek to 
defend itself so robustly. Israel has been accused of using excessive force. Fear often 
informs the use of force, so I simply ask: can anyone accuse Israel of excessive fear? 
What might excessive fear look like? I wonder whether it might look like the reaction I 
had when I saw the crematorium at the Majdanek concentration and extermination camp 
on my recent trip to Poland with March of the Living. Abandoned intact by the Nazis as 
they fled the rapid Soviet advance, the ovens, the pipework and valves were practical 
and almost pristine, a model of German engineering—so much so that the ovens looked 
as if they could be turned back on tomorrow. I saw the unimaginable with my own eyes 
and it terrified me. 
It is so much easier to criticise Israel from the safety of this Chamber rather than 
imagining ourselves as Israelis in one of the 28 communities living within five kilometres 
of the Gaza border fence. The noble Lord, Lord Palmer of Childs Hill, and my noble 
friend Lady Morris of Bolton mentioned the Israeli kindergarten that was fired on with a 
mortar recently. I wonder whether we would accuse the parents of the young children 
attending that kindergarten of excessive fear. The leader of Hamas recently declared that 
he would, “take down the border and tear out their”— the Israelis—“hearts from their 
bodies”. Was he talking about soldiers? No. In the 24 hours before infiltration attempts on 
14 May, maps were distributed on Gazan social media detailing the fastest route to reach 
Israeli civilians in the closest communities to the fence. … 
 

col 1437 Lord Judd (Labour): … Firing rockets on Israel is wrong and 
counterproductive, but we must see it in context—years of harsh and highly damaging 
blockades, which leave Gaza struggling to survive, its health service tottering, its schools  
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in a parlous state. … 
 

col 1438 Lord Singh of Wimbledon (Crossbench): … The root cause of the tragedy of 
Palestine today lies in the Balfour Declaration of 1917 which contained two 
irreconcilables. In the questionable belief that Jews could only prosper in a country of 
their own, it promised a Jewish state in the land of Palestine while paradoxically stating 
that nothing would be done to harm the civil and political rights of those already living 
there. Since the creation of Israel in 1948, Palestinians have seen a constant erosion of 
their rights and the seizure of their land by the new state of Israel, sadly helped by the 
United States, Britain and other European powers. Nothing can justify Israel’s expansion 
of its borders to twice its original size or the creation of dozens of settlements in the 
dwindling remaining area of Palestine. Legitimate anger against these policies is met by 
brute force, often against unarmed civilians. … 
 

col 1439 Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated): … It is some 50 years since the Six Day 
War, when the intentions of the Zionist movement became clear: to carry on expelling 
and killing Palestinians, and grabbing their land and their homes until the ambition of a 
greater Israel is achieved from the Jordan to the Mediterranean Sea. It is not fooling us 
any longer. … The most recent excuse given by the Government for abstaining from UN 
resolutions and taking no action against the Israeli Government is, of course, the 
activities of Hamas. Most recently, our Government would not condemn Israel for the 
killings during the “Great March of Return” in Gaza because Hamas might have had a 
hand in it. Slings and stones were used against one of the strongest armies in the world 
with a nuclear arsenal. The Israel Defense Forces were shooting indiscriminately at 
children and medical personnel, as well as other Gazan people. Shame on them and 
shame on us for not reacting. … 
What if Hamas did have a hand in it? What if it did? I would remind this House that the 
Government of Israel helped to create Hamas. It is the product of Israeli Government 
policies, not the cause of them. … 
For the sake of Jewish people who do not support the present Government in Israel, for 
the sake of the Palestinians, for the sake of the wider Middle East and for the conscience 
of our nation, I beg this Government of ours to take action, stop selling arms to Israel, 
impose sanctions and support justice for Palestine. … 
 

col 1442 Baroness Meacher (Crossbench): … Britain supported the right of the Jews to 
go to Palestine, but only in so far as this was compatible with the freedom of the existing 
population, both economic and political. 
As a British person, if I am honest, I feel ashamed of my country for our treatment of the 
Palestinian people at the outset of this saga. In the end, Britain’s failure to deal with the 
Israel-Palestine conflict fairly from the start has not been in the interest of either 
community. The UK, more than any other country, surely has an obligation to the 
Palestinian people. … 
col 1443 The recognition of Palestine has become urgent to sustain the two-state 
solution, which, as many noble Lords have said, is being eroded before our eyes by 
illegal settlement expansion on an unprecedented scale. … 
 

Lord Leigh of Hurley (Conservative): … How did we get to this position where living 
cheek by jowl is one nation that is booming, prosperous, free and self-confident, ranking 
11th in the happiness ranking—the UK, by the way, is 19th—next to the desperate and 
heart-wrenching sight of its closest neighbour and near twin at birth, many of whose 
people are clearly suffering and desperately unhappy? … 
What hope is there? Can there be any prospect of peace negotiations to achieve what 
many people believe is the ideal of a two-state solution? Like the noble Lord, Lord Hain, I 
am not so sure that that will be the way forward. The three-hour speech that President 
Abbas gave on 30 April before the Gaza incidents was widely condemned as anti-
Semitic. It is hard to see how an Israeli Prime Minister can continue to talk to someone 
who claims that the Jews have no real historic ties to the Middle East. Abbas, who, when 
originally elected, seemed  like a partner  for peace,  has,  at the age of 83,  clearly given  
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that up. … 
col 1444 Israel has remained committed to negotiations to peace, with the only condition 
being recognition of its right to exist. Interestingly, when Egypt and Jordan recognised 
Israel’s right to exist, peace came immediately. Settlements are cited as a roadblock, but 
they are not. All those in Gaza were given back … and the ones in the West Bank can 
and will be as well. … 
Interestingly, opinion polls in the West Bank show younger Palestinians looking to the 
Israeli system as the one they want for themselves, with equality, rights, a system of 
benefits to all citizens and an independent judiciary. Will they ever get it from their current 
leaders? I doubt it. … 
 

col 1445 Baroness Northover (Liberal Democrat): … Israel has argued that Hamas 
has manipulated the protests to present a threat to the border and intended to attack 
Israeli civilians inside Israel. Human rights groups have argued that Israel has failed to 
demonstrate a clear threat to life that warranted the use of lethal force. That is why a full 
independent international investigation is required. … 
 

col 1448 Lord Collins of Highbury (Labour): … Gaza has endured three wars in the 
past 10 years—a spiral of violence to which we must respond that has created a toxic 
cocktail of hopelessness and desperation. Our collective failure over the years has left 
people wondering where their hope will come from. … The role of Hamas has certainly 
not helped that situation but a two-state solution is the only way forward, which is why the 
Labour Party completely supports it. … 
 

col 1449 The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Ahmad of 
Wimbledon): … let me say at the outset that while I have heard the opinions expressed 
in your Lordships’ House, the UK and the Government remain committed to supporting a 
negotiated peace settlement that leads to that viable, sovereign and stable Palestinian 
state, living alongside a safe, secure, prosperous and progressive Israel. Indeed, those 
adjectives we use for either side apply to both. … 
That is why we strongly support the state-building efforts of the Palestinian Authority in 
particular. … 
… we believe that the occupation in the Palestinian Territories is unacceptable and 
unsustainable. … A just and lasting resolution that ends occupation and delivers peace 
for both Israelis and Palestinians is long overdue. … 
col 1450 Recent events have prompted the tabling of this debate, and the events in Gaza 
are a case in point—the shocking violence at the border in mid-May, which tragically 
resulted in many Palestinian deaths and injuries, and the barrage of rocket attacks last 
week from Hamas and Islamic Jihad in Gaza, which indiscriminately targeted Israeli 
civilians. … 
I sought to visit Gaza on my last visit to Israel. It was extremely regrettable and, indeed, 
tragic but because of the escalating nature of the situation, that visit had to be cancelled 
literally in the morning. Nevertheless, I went to the Palestinian Territories and saw for 
myself in areas such as Hebron the challenges and the causes of suffering of many 
people across the Palestinian Territories. This is not something that Israel wants to see: 
Israel wants to see a resolution because resolutions require peace and peace will 
ultimately mean peace for both people. … 
col 1451 I assure noble Lords that we have constructive dialogue with our Israeli 
counterparts. I have always found my engagement with Israeli Ministers to be 
constructive—yes, challenging at times but very respectful. … 
col 1452 We have also repeatedly made it clear that we consider the demolition of 
Palestinian structures in the West Bank to be entirely unacceptable. In all but the most 
exceptional cases, demolitions are totally contrary to international humanitarian law. … 
As we know, Israeli settlements and demolitions are not the only obstacles to the two-
state solution—or indeed to peace. … On two days last week, 216 projectiles, rockets 
and mortar shells were fired from Gaza towards Israel—the worst attack since the 2014 
war. They were fired indiscriminately at civilian targets,  including towards  a kindergarten  
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— and a few landed in the kindergarten. We reiterate our belief that Israelis have the 
right to live free from the threat of terrorism. … We therefore call on Hamas and other 
terrorist groups to end their attacks on Israel once and for all.  
We also strongly condemn the use of hateful language that stirs up hatred and prejudice 
among communities, and incites violence. We therefore encourage both the Palestinian 
Authority and the Government of Israel to reject hate speech and incitement, and to 
prepare their people for peaceful coexistence … 
col 1453 Jerusalem is often cited as a centre of conflict. It is also the centre, poignantly, 
of the three Abrahamic faiths: Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Its significance to those 
three faiths and those three peoples is immense. I remember as a young child, as a 
Muslim in a Christian school, being taught about Judaism. When I returned home, my 
mother put it poignantly to me: “The foundation of our faith, Tariq, is Judaism. Without the 
foundation of that house, the walls of Christianity could not be erected, and without the 
walls of Christianity, the roof of Islam would not complete the house of Abraham”. 
Perhaps therein lies the solution: Jerusalem, the city of peace—by name, by definition—
bringing people together. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2018-06-07/debates/C5858EA0-D1CF-48CF-A7AB-
B04D4316EC7A/PalestinianTerritories  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Business of the House 
Bob Blackman (Conservative): This Sunday will see the annual al-Quds demonstration 
and march. The Home Secretary and police say that they are powerless to stop the flags 
of the terrorist organisations Hamas and Hezbollah being openly displayed on the streets 
of London. May we therefore have a debate in Government time on proscribing the 
entirety of Hezbollah and Hamas so that the police can then take action against these 
terrorist groups? 

Andrea Leadsom: My hon. Friend raises a complicated issue. He will realise that 
the strategy towards Hezbollah is one of great caution, but at the same time this 
country will never subscribe to any terrorist activity here and we take every step to 
keep our citizens safe. He might like to seek an Adjournment debate so that he 
can raise directly with Ministers his views on what more can be done. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-06-07/debates/F8839B82-AC11-41C6-9A38-
19AA92B31B9C/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-09103C33-952B-4241-A169-
CB3773F654E4 
 

Middle East 
2. John Grogan (Labour): To ask the right hon. Member for Meriden, representing the 
Church Commissioners, what initiatives the Anglican communion is supporting in the 
diocese of Jerusalem to help promote peace between the Israeli and Palestinian 
Christian and Muslim communities. [905690]  

Caroline Spelman: One of the most important ministries of the episcopal diocese 
of Jerusalem has been the ministry of dialogue and reconciliation between 
Christians, Muslims and Jews. Its archbishop recently announced the 
establishment of the diocesan department for peace, reconciliation and interfaith 
dialogue. We were very lucky, Mr Speaker, recently to have a visit from the Dean 
of Jerusalem to the Houses of Parliament to talk about its work. 

John Grogan: Is the right hon. Lady worried that the number of Christians in the 
Palestinian territories is declining? What more can be done to bring together, in 
particular, young people of different faith communities? 

Caroline Spelman:  The  hon.  Gentleman  makes  a very   important   point.  The  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2018-06-07/debates/C5858EA0-D1CF-48CF-A7AB-B04D4316EC7A/PalestinianTerritories
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2018-06-07/debates/C5858EA0-D1CF-48CF-A7AB-B04D4316EC7A/PalestinianTerritories
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-06-07/debates/F8839B82-AC11-41C6-9A38-19AA92B31B9C/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-09103C33-952B-4241-A169-CB3773F654E4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-06-07/debates/F8839B82-AC11-41C6-9A38-19AA92B31B9C/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-09103C33-952B-4241-A169-CB3773F654E4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-06-07/debates/F8839B82-AC11-41C6-9A38-19AA92B31B9C/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-09103C33-952B-4241-A169-CB3773F654E4
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Christian community on the west bank has plummeted as people have left in 
droves to come to live in Europe or to go to live in America. It is a particular 
challenge to persuade young people to remain. If they leave for university, it is 
quite often difficult to get back. So the Church is working very hard on this. There 
is a scheme whereby children from the region can do exchanges with children in 
other places. For example, 16 children from the Zebabdeh community did an 
exchange with Ballinteer Community School in Dublin. This enables them to see 
beyond their tight and very difficult world but also to feel supported in remaining in 
their homes, where their roots are. 

Jeremy Lefroy (Conservative): On Maundy Thursday this year, I had the privilege of 
attending a service at St Paul’s church in Shefa-Amr, the Anglican church in northern 
Israel. I commend the work that the Anglican diocese of Jerusalem does throughout the 
entire diocese, both in Israel and on the west bank. May I urge my right hon. Friend 
perhaps to visit some of these churches and encourage them as they support their 
congregations in this wider ministry? 

Caroline Spelman: There is no substitute for a first-hand account. I know that my 
hon. Friend is knowledgeable about the work that the Anglican Church does with 
all communities in Israel. I hope that, one day, in the not too distant future, I shall 
get the chance to go to see this for myself, perhaps with some colleagues who 
have also not had the opportunity to visit the holy land. 

David Drew (Labour Co-op): Earlier this year, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was 
shut to visitors because of some pressure that the Israeli authorities were putting on 
because of land changes. Will the right hon. Lady make sure that, through her dialogue 
with our Church, she talks to the Israeli authorities to make sure that that church is kept 
open, because visitors want to visit it? 

Caroline Spelman: When the Dean of Jerusalem came to visit parliamentarians 
in both Houses, he explained in great detail the political background to what is 
going on. If I share with the House that this gentleman is a Christian Israeli, and 
actually no less than the son of a carpenter from Nazareth, perhaps Members will 
see that there was no person better qualified to explain to us, as British 
parliamentarians, just how complicated the situation is in Jerusalem. I think we 
have to trust the people who really understand this well to try to work through to 
peaceful solutions for that part of the world. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-06-07/debates/898AF9AA-C287-45C1-
8E14-7AA53BC33691/MiddleEast 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Baroness Uddin (Non-affiliated) [HL8203] To ask Her Majesty's Government whether 
they will review their policy on arms sales to Israel, given the recent violence in Gaza. 

Baroness Fairhead: Sales of military items to other countries by UK companies 
require export licences. Export licence applications are rigorously assessed on a 
case-by-case basis against the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export 
Licensing Criteria, taking account of all prevailing circumstances at the time of the 
application. The Government will not issue a licence if to do so would be 
inconsistent with these Criteria. 
The Government is monitoring the situation in Israel and Gaza very closely and 
will revoke extant export licences if they are assessed to be no longer consistent 
with licensing criteria. 
The policy framework for assessing exports of military items was announced to 
Parliament by the former Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
the Rt. Hon Member for  Twickenham,  Sir  Vince  Cable,  as a  Written Ministerial  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-06-07/debates/898AF9AA-C287-45C1-8E14-7AA53BC33691/MiddleEast
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Statement on 25 March 2014. 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-23/HL8203/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/wmstext/140325m0
001.htm#14032566000002  
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https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/holocaustreturnofculturalobjectsamendment.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Measures to further improve the effectiveness of the fight against illegal content online 
(closing date 25 June 2018) 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/consultations/public-consultation-measures-further-improve-
effectiveness-fight-against-illegal-content-online_en  
 
Home Education (closing date 2 July 2018) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/home-education-call-for-evidence-and-
revised-dfe-a/  
 
Ecclesiastical exemption and guidance on scheduled monuments (closing date  
13 July 2018) 
https://beta.gov.wales/ecclesiastical-exemption-and-guidance-scheduled-monuments 
 
Antisemitism: Survey of European Jews (closing date not stated) 
http://www.eurojews.eu/ 

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-23/HL8203/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2018-05-23/HL8203/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/wmstext/140325m0001.htm#14032566000002
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/wmstext/140325m0001.htm#14032566000002
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/holocaustreturnofculturalobjectsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/consultations/public-consultation-measures-further-improve-effectiveness-fight-against-illegal-content-online_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/consultations/public-consultation-measures-further-improve-effectiveness-fight-against-illegal-content-online_en
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/home-education-call-for-evidence-and-revised-dfe-a/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/home-education-call-for-evidence-and-revised-dfe-a/
https://beta.gov.wales/ecclesiastical-exemption-and-guidance-scheduled-monuments
http://www.eurojews.eu/


 18 

 
 
 


