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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Universities: Bullying 
Andrew Percy (Conservative) [115858] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, 
what steps the Government is taking to ensure that universities protect pro-Israeli student 
societies from intimidation on campuses. 

Joseph Johnson: This government takes anti-Semitism extremely seriously. 
There is no place in our society, including within higher education, for hatred or 
any form of harassment, discrimination or racism, including anti-Semitism. 
Higher education providers (HEPs) have a clear responsibility to provide a safe 
and inclusive environment, and no staff or student should ever feel threatened or 
intimidated. It is essential that HEPs have clear policies and procedures which set 
out how they meet their responsibilities to ensure that all students and staff can 
live and work without discrimination, intimidation or harassment. 
In September 2015 the government asked Universities UK (UUK) to set up a 
Harassment Taskforce to consider what more can be done to address 
harassment and hate crime on campus, including anti-Semitism. The taskforce’s 
report, ‘Changing the Culture’, published in October 2016, recommended a zero-
tolerance approach to harassment and hate crime. 
On 27 July 2017 UUK published a directory of case studies detailing the 
innovative projects universities addressing the taskforce’s recommendations. 
These included Goldsmith’s hate crime reporting centre (case study 11) which is a 
joint initiative with the local authority in Lewisham and Metropolitan Police to 
provide students and staff with a safe space to report incidents. These are 
published on UUK’s website:  
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Pages/changing-the-
culture-case-studies.aspx. In addition, the Higher Education Funding Council for 
England (HEFCE) has provided £1.8 million for projects to improve responses to 
hate crime and online harassment on campus. 
HEFCE is currently working with UUK to test the sector’s response to the 
Taskforce’s recommendations and the results of this will be published early in 
2018. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115858/  
 

http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Pages/changing-the-culture-case-studies.aspx
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Pages/changing-the-culture-case-studies.aspx
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115858/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115858/
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House of Lords Oral Answers 

Freedom of Speech: Hate Crime 
Lord Vinson (Conservative): To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Vere of Norbiton on 20 November (HL2876), what assessment they 
have made of the impact on freedom of speech of the definition of hate crime recently 
adopted by the Crown Prosecution Service to facilitate the reporting of incidents which is 
wider than the legal definition of such crime under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and 
the Criminal Justice Act 2003. 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: My Lords, the CPS seeks to balance the right to 
freedom of speech and expression with the duty of the state to act proportionately 
against those who wish to deepen and extend divisions in the social fabric of our 
nation. The public statements and the guidance are clear. The CPS recognises 
the potential impact of overzealous prosecutions on rights under Article 10 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights. Currently, we feel that the balance is 
correct. 

Lord Vinson: I thank the Minister for her understandably somewhat evasive reply; I hope 
she is really concerned at the continuous attrition of freedom of speech. She will be 
aware that the Crown Prosecution Service, by widening unilaterally the definition of 
racially aggravated crime, has made a bad situation worse. People are afraid to speak 
their mind, and even a remark can be a criminal offence. Does she agree that freedom of 
expression must come before bruised feelings? Will she please instruct the CPS to re-
examine its instructions and thus protect our ancient liberties? 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: I thank my noble friend for his series of questions. 
The CPS legal guidance and public statements on all strands of hate crimes were 
revised and published in August 2017. However, the flagging definition of hate 
crime was not changed—indeed, it has been the same since 2007. Both the 
police and the CPS use this definition to flag potential hate crime. He also 
mentioned the attrition of freedom of speech. I am afraid once again to disappoint 
my noble friend, but I am not sure I can agree with him. I am an avid user of 
Twitter and think we could all agree that there is freedom of speech on a daily 
basis, and perhaps increased vociferousness, which I think is a good thing. 

Lord Morris of Aberavon (Labour): My Lords, will the Government and the prosecuting 
authorities always remember that freedom of speech is one of our hard-fought-for 
liberties? Regrettably—and for very good reasons—inroads have had to be made, but 
there can be unintended consequences if one does not tread extremely carefully. When I 
was Attorney-General it was my statutory personal responsibility to authorise some 
prosecutions. One was of an old lady in her 80s who repeatedly published vile anti-
Semitic literature and was repeatedly jailed for disobeying the court, and got immense 
publicity from so doing. When I eventually decided not to prosecute, no more was heard 
of her. 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: I think almost all noble Lords would agree that 
freedom of speech is a fundamental right. I think the noble and learned Lord was 
referring there to the offence of stirring up hatred from his time as Attorney-
General, and indeed it does need the Attorney-General’s permission to prosecute 
those offences. In the last year there have just been four such prosecutions, all of 
which were successful. 

Lord Marks of Henley-on-Thames (Liberal Democrat): The Question from the noble 
Lord, Lord Vinson, makes the distinction between the perception of the victim and the 
hostile motivation of the accused, which has to be proved in court. I suggest that that is a 
very arid distinction in the context of decisions to investigate and prosecute. Does the 
Minister agree that the CPS can realistically base its definition of hate crime only on the 
perception of victims? Will she reaffirm the emphasis in her earlier Written Answer on the 
importance of the CPS retaining the confidence of the minority communities that are 
targeted by hate crime? 
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Baroness Vere of Norbiton: I think all noble Lords know the background to 
where we are today. Twenty years ago this country had a very poor record of 
dealing with hate crime, and confidence in the criminal justice system among 
BAME communities was extremely low. We have come a long way. It is important 
to remember that the definition is used for flagging crimes; when it comes to 
charging those crimes, they still have to be done within the same legal framework 
as always. 

Lord Mackay of Clashfern (Conservative): I do not think my noble friend has any 
authority to instruct the Director of Public Prosecutions in any way. However, she could 
write to ask the DPP whether she agrees with the statement in the Question that the 
definition is broader than what is in the statute and, only if so, to explain the authority on 
which that has been issued. 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: My Lords, I will happily write to the director to ask 
those questions. I believe the response will be that it is broader but it is not used 
for charging; it is used purely for flagging those cases that may be a hate crime. 
That definition is a very important one. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch (UKIP): My Lords, will the Government confirm that the latest 
definition from the CPS of a hate crime is one which is perceived by the victim or any 
other person to be motivated by prejudice based on a person’s religion? Will the 
Government therefore confirm unequivocally that a Christian who says that Jesus is the 
only Son of the one true God cannot be arrested for hate crime or any other offence, 
however much it may offend a Muslim or anyone of any other religion? 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton: My Lords, I am not going to comment on that last 
question from the noble Lord. However, I will say that when the public statements 
were revised, the definition did not change; it has been the same for the last 10 
years. The noble Lord will also be interested to know that that was as a result of a 
public consultation that went on for 13 weeks. There were 126 responses, and 
overall they were positive and welcomed the revised public statements. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-12-06/debates/2322BFC7-28B5-4D8F-BF90-
E847771C422B/FreedomOfSpeechHateCrime  

 

The answer referred to in the first question above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2876/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Slaughterhouses 
Greg Knight (Conservative) [114959] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, what estimate he has made of the number of (a) animals and (b) 
poultry killed without first being stunned in the last 12 months for which data is available; 
and what steps he is taking to reduce those numbers. 

George Eustice: Data for the number of animals killed without first being stunned 
was previously collected through surveys, with the last in 2015. In the last survey 
during a 4 week period there were 2,614 cattle, 274,464 sheep and 3,421,470 
poultry slaughtered without stunning in the UK with a further 9,463,845 poultry 
birds slaughtered in accordance with religious rites using electrical stunning 
parameters that are different to those required for mainstream slaughter. 
At the beginning of this financial year the FSA started collecting data on a regular 
basis. We do not have data for a full 12 month period, however, in the first quarter 
of 2017/18 there were 4390 cattle and 758,263 sheep slaughtered without 
stunning in England and Wales. 
In the first quarter, there were also 45,396,583 birds which were slaughtered 
without stunning  or using electrical stunning parameters that are different to those  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-12-06/debates/2322BFC7-28B5-4D8F-BF90-E847771C422B/FreedomOfSpeechHateCrime
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-12-06/debates/2322BFC7-28B5-4D8F-BF90-E847771C422B/FreedomOfSpeechHateCrime
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2876/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2876/
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required for mainstream slaughter. The Food Standards Agency (FSA) does not 
separate out poultry slaughtered without stunning in their data. 
The Government would prefer all animals to be stunned before slaughter but 
respects the right of Jewish and Muslim communities to eat meat prepared in 
accordance with their beliefs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-21/114959/ 
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Alton of Liverpool (Crossbench) [HL3422] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
what estimate they have made of the number of new free schools which would be 
opened if the 50 per cent cap on faith-based schools were removed; and what 
discussions they have had with representatives of (1) the Catholic Church, and (2) non-
religious interest groups, about the impact of that cap on admissions. 
Lord Alton of Liverpool (Crossbench) [HL3755] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
what estimate they have made of the number of new free schools which would be 
opened if the 50 per cent cap on faith based schools were removed; and what 
discussions they have had with (1) representatives of the Catholic Church about the 
impact of that cap on faith-based admissions, and (2) representatives of non-religious 
interest groups. 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The ‘Schools that work for everyone’ consultation 
document, available in the House Library, recognised that some faiths, including 
the Catholic Church, have felt unable to open new schools, subject to the 50% 
cap, through the free schools’ route because they say it contravenes religious 
rules. 
Ministers and officials meet regularly and have discussions with a range of 
partners and stakeholders including representatives of the Catholic Church, such 
as the Catholic Education Service, and non-religious interest groups such as the 
British Humanist Association and National Secular Society. A range of issues, 
including the impact of the 50% cap on admissions, are regularly discussed in the 
context of general discussions. The department plans to respond on this in due 
course. We greatly value the important role Catholic schools play in our education 
system and that will continue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-21/HL3422/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-30/HL3755/  
 

The consultation referred to above can be read at 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-
everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERY
ONE%20%20FINAL.PDF  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Palestinian Communities: Israeli Demolitions 
col 405WH Stephen Kinnock (Labour): … First, nothing that I or, I hope, others will say 
is about religion or ethnicity.  This is not an issue of  Arab,  Muslim  or Jewish people. It is  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-21/114959/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-21/114959/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-21/HL3422/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-21/HL3422/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-30/HL3755/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-30/HL3755/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERYONE%20%20FINAL.PDF
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERYONE%20%20FINAL.PDF
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERYONE%20%20FINAL.PDF
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about upholding our basic values of justice and human rights, and it is about holding to 
account those states, Governments and duty bearers that violate those principles and 
laws. While the debate will, of course, discuss Israeli Government policies, with regard to 
the demolitions, this is not about being pro-Israel or pro-Palestine; it is about being pro-
justice and pro-human rights. … 

 

Nick Thomas-Symonds (Labour): … does [Stephen Kinnock] agree that, in the three 
years since that particular aspect of the conflict ended, conditions are actually getting 
worse in the Gaza strip? … 

 

Stephen Kinnock: I agree, and I point to a recent UN report, which declared that Gaza 
will be “unliveable” by 2020 due to the degrading infrastructure … 

 

Louise Ellman (Labour Co-op): … does [Stephen Kinnock] accept that Hamas recently 
rebuilding the terrorist tunnels can regrettably only make the prospect of peace recede 
even more? 

 

Stephen Kinnock: I agree that fault can be allocated on all sides of this conflict. The 
point I make—I hope to illustrate it further during my speech—is that Israel holds the 
whip hand in this situation; it is in its gift to make some progress and move forward. It is 
important to see the balance of the relationship in that context. 

 

Jim Cunningham (Labour): Does my hon. Friend think that the encroachment on 
Palestinian lands, the demolitions and the sanctions on the Palestinians are leading to a 
situation in which a two-state solution may not be viable anymore? 

 

col 406WH Stephen Kinnock: … there has been a 600% increase in settlements in the 
illegally occupied territories in the west bank. It becomes increasingly difficult to see how 
a two-state solution could work with that level of occupation taking place. … 
The second point I make … [is] that I am deeply ashamed of the fact that, due to the 
actions, views and behaviour of a minority of persons in my party, a perception has 
grown that Labour has a problem with anti-Semitism. I have no truck whatsoever with 
anyone who expresses or excuses anti-Semitic views, and any member of the Labour 
party—or any party, for that matter—who does should be expelled as fast as possible. 
That applies whoever they are, be they the former Mayor of one of the great cities of the 
world, someone who has just delivered some leaflets or an otherwise inactive member. If 
they are an anti-Semite, or a defender or excuser of anti-Semites, they are not welcome 
in our party. … 

 

Philippa Whitford (SNP): … the people of Israel would gain from a solution and peace 
and from not having to expend so much energy, and the energy of their young people, on 
security. … This is not only about a solution for the people of Palestine; it is also about a 
solution for the people of Israel. … 

 

col 407WH Lisa Nandy (Labour): … According to the Norwegian Refugee Council, there 
are 55 educational facilities in area C of the west bank with outstanding demolition orders 
against them. Will he join me in sending a strong message to the Israeli Government that 
demolishing schools is completely unacceptable … 

 

Stephen Kinnock: … The Oslo generation have also seen 50,000 homes and properties 
demolished, often resulting in the forced displacement of families and entire 
communities, and the construction of an illegal separation barrier, which carves up the 
west bank and brutally disconnects towns, cities, families and communities from each 
other. They have also seen, for the first time in history, the separation of the historic cities 
of Jerusalem and Bethlehem. … 
col 408WH Jerusalem, the city of three faiths, is under constant threat as a political 
pawn. There is theseparation of the west bank and Gaza, with a 2 million population 
trapped in the tiny Gaza strip, in what some have called the world’s largest open-air 
prison, thanks to the land, sea and air blockade of Gaza. One third of the 2 million people 
crammed into Gaza’s 139 square miles are under 15, and almost half are under 25. A 
10-year-old child will already have lived through three major wars. … 

 

Paul Blomfield (Labour): …  Just over three weeks ago,  I was in the  Bedouin village of  
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Khan al-Ahmar and took time out to see the school there. That school, built with the 
support of the international community and the village, faces demolition, apparently to 
make way for further illegal settlements … 

 

Ian Lucas (Labour): One of the strengths of Israel is the independence of its rule of law 
and the way in which the courts fearlessly impose decisions on occasions, but what is 
particularly tragic about the schools that are being threatened with demolition … is that 
they are in the shadow of illegal settlements. The contradiction and imbalance that exists 
does not help Israel and the perception of Israel in the rest of the world. … 

 

col 409WH Ian Austin (Labour): … Is it not the case that Israel signed an agreement on 
movement and access in relation to Gaza with the Palestinian Authority; gave the 
Palestinians control over the borders for the first time in history; allowed imports and 
exports; planned for the construction of a sea port and an airport; and pulled out of Gaza 
and removed the settlers? But Hamas took over; expelled Fatah; murdered rival 
Palestinians; armed itself with hundreds of thousands of rockets aimed at Israel, which 
were provided by Iran; and dug tunnels to attack civilians on kibbutzes? That is what 
happened in Gaza. … 

 

Stephen Kinnock: I agree that many of the things that my hon. Friend listed have taken 
place, but the fact remains that there has been a land, sea and air-based blockade of the 
Gaza strip throughout that entire period. Gaza is now described as the largest open-air 
prison in the world, and the UN has declared that it will be unliveable by 2020 … 
I met the commissioner-general of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
yesterday, and his message to the international community was clear: conflict 
management is not enough, and we must do more to support an actual resolution to the 
conflict. … 
Just over a month ago, a UN report found that Israel’s role as an occupying power in the 
Palestinian Territories has “crossed a red line into illegality”. International law is clear. An 
occupying power cannot treat occupied territory as its own or make claims of 
sovereignty. … 
It is estimated that almost 50,000 Palestinian structures have been demolished since 
1967, with 1,500 homes demolished in Rafah alone between 2000 and 2004. That is 
despite warnings in 1968 from Theodor Meron, later the president of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, that the demolitions, even on security 
grounds, broke international law and the fourth Geneva convention. Article 53 of that 
convention prohibits the destruction of private property by an occupying power, and it is 
unequivocal, so how do the Israeli Government respond? They respond not by denying 
the substance of the claims of demolition, but by claiming that Palestine is not a party to 
the Geneva convention because it is not a state. Astonishing! Stepping beyond the fact 
that the policies of the Israeli Government are the main obstacle to Palestinian 
statehood, that is an utterly specious argument, because a basic and fundamental 
principle of human rights law is that international human rights treaties apply in all areas 
in which a state exercises “effective control”, and the occupation clearly constitutes such 
control.  

 

col 411WH Tony Lloyd (Labour): … My hon. Friend is making a powerful case about 
the day-to-day disruption of the lives of ordinary Palestinians. Does he agree with this 
central point—that none of this can be justified by reference to Hamas or general 
references to the security situation? … 

 

Stephen Kinnock:  … It seems that nothing is off limits. During August and September 
2017, the Israeli authorities demolished or seized a total of 63 Palestinian-owned 
structures, affecting over 1,200 people, all on the grounds of lack of Israeli-issued 
permits, which are nearly impossible to obtain. The Supreme Court of Israel, the role of 
which is to protect the rule of law, has, in a peak of irony, ruled that demolitions can be 
carried out without any right to appeal if the Israel defence forces judge that advance 
warning would hinder demolition action. Accordingly, the Israeli non-governmental 
organisation B’Tselem has said:  “It seems that Israel is so confident in  its ability to expel  
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entire villages without incurring judicial or international criticism that it is no longer 
bothering to create even the illusion of legal proceedings.” … 

 

Matthew Offord (Conservative): … I was rather bemused by this debate, because 
although I know that the hon. Gentleman regularly speaks at the Centre for Turkey 
Studies, I have never heard him speak about Turkish settlers from the mainland in north 
Cyprus—200,000 people who invaded north Cyprus—yet he wants to talk about 
Israel. …  

 

Mark Pritchard (in the Chair): … This debate has been clearly advertised and it is about 
a particular subject … we will have a debate on this subject and this subject alone. … 

 

col 412WH Stephen Kinnock: … It is impossible to separate the demolitions from the 
illegal policy of annexation and settlements, because for settlements to be constructed, 
existing property or land has to be cleared. … 
col 413WH Tamir Pardo, the former head of Mossad, has said that in that coercive 
environment, which is so insidious and dangerous, “Israel faces one existential threat,” 
and it is not external—Iran or Hezbollah—but rather “internal.” It is the result of a 
divisiveness in Israel, resulting from a Government that has decided to bury its head 
“deep in the sand, to preoccupy ourselves with alternative facts and flee from reality”. … 
As Pardo has gone on to argue, the blockade, the occupation, the demolitions and the 
aggressive annexation of Palestinian land are matters that we should all be concerned 
about, not because it is a pro-Israeli or pro-Palestinian position, but because they 
undermine peace, as well as the moral, political and legal fabric of Israel. … 

 

Ian Austin: How can my hon. Friend argue that the existential threat that Israel faces is 
one of its own making, when on day one, the day of Israel’s establishment in 1948, the 
country was invaded by five Arab armies, when the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
and Hamas have been dedicated to Israel’s destruction for the past 70 years, when Iran 
is committed to wiping Israel off the map of the earth and is arming Hezbollah and 
Hamas with rockets to do that? … 

 

Afzal Khan (Labour): … In December 2017, a Palestinian reflecting on the 100 years 
since the Balfour declaration will find that only half the deal has been done and that the 
Palestinians have got nothing. … 

 

col 414WH Stephen Kinnock: … The question is: how can we ensure that the next 
generations of young Israelis and Palestinians see any merit in supporting the rule of law 
and democracy and believe in peace with the other side? … 
col 415WH Generations of Palestinians have grown up with diminishing rights and 
freedoms, so how can we expect them to have faith in conventional politics, believe in 
the rule of law and continue to hope for peace? … 

 

John Howell (Conservative): … I am very grateful to the hon. Member for Aberavon 
(Stephen Kinnock), who opened this debate, for his clear statement that the Labour party 
is not anti-Semitic. That is a very useful thing to have put on the record. … 
It is time that we put more effort into a reconciliation deal, but that deal must include the 
demilitarisation of the Hamas terror group, and the Palestinian Authority must deliver on 
their commitment to end incitement and hate education, as they agreed to in the Oslo 
accords. … 

 

col 416WH Ian Austin: … Settlements are obviously not making things easier, but the 
truth is that they can be dealt with. Some 85% of the settlers live on the Israeli side of the 
security barrier, on 8% of the west bank, in areas largely adjacent to Israeli urban areas. 
That can be dealt with by land swaps, which were the basis of the talks as far back as 
Camp David and Annapolis and which have been supported by the US, the EU and the 
Arab League; by moving settlers, as happened in Gaza; or by allowing others to stay 
under Palestinian sovereignty, just as there are, always have been and always will be 
Arabs living in Israel too. … 

 

Bob Stewart (Conservative): … It is 50 years since Security Council resolution 242, 
which was based on two principles.  The first was the withdrawal of Israel’s armed  forces  
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from territories occupied in the six-day war—the Gaza strip, the west bank and east 
Jerusalem, and parts of Syrian Golan heights. That has largely happened. The second 
principle was the confirmation of sovereignty and the territorial integrity of all states in the 
region. That has not happened. … 
col 417WH Removing people from their homes in the middle of the night—often, and by 
force—is utterly unacceptable, and so is the immediate bulldozing of their homes and 
giving them no place to live. … Israel must stop those actions, because I want fully to 
support Israel. Please, Israel, consider what you are doing and stop the process 
happening. … 

 

Naz Shah (Labour): … the House needs to realise that Israel—this so-called thriving 
democracy—is the only country that continues to commit acts of war. That is what the 
demolition of settlements is. It breaches international law; it is a war crime. … 

 

col 418WH John Lamont (Conservative): … There remains a great gulf between Gaza 
and the west bank, not only geographically but ideologically. Hamas continues to publicly 
condemn dialogue with Israel and remains committed to its destruction. Hamas and 
Fatah still cannot agree on the final terms of an Egypt-brokered reconciliation deal, and 
until Hamas renounces violence and disarms, it can be no partner for peace with 
Israel. … 

 

Joan Ryan (Labour): … I note that illegal Israeli structures and settlements have been 
demolished this year at Amona, Ofra and Netiv Ha’avot. … 
Surely Britain’s role is to support those on both sides who support peace and co-
existence—people who will inevitably have to make difficult decisions and brave 
compromises. The vital support that we can provide requires balance, empathy and 
moderation in the language that we deploy. We do not advance the cause of peace with 
a narrative that pours blame on to one side and absolves the others of responsibility or 
any sense of agency. … 

 

col 420WH Jim Shannon (DUP): … the only way to resolve the issue of land borders is 
to secure a peace deal between Israel and the Palestinians, which will come about 
through the resumption of direct negotiations. The Israeli people must be brought into 
peace negotiations, and that is hard to do when they are constantly being vilified and 
criminalised in the media and through propaganda. This is not the way to pave the way to 
peace; this is a path that is strewn with bitter resentment and choking thorns. … 

 

col 421WH Louise Ellman: … It is worth remembering that the reason Israel is in the 
west bank, and used to be in Gaza before its unilateral withdrawal, is that it survived the 
aggressive 1967 war when the Arab states invaded Israel and threatened to throw the 
Jews into the sea, before there was a single settlement in that area. … 

 

Joan Ryan: … next time we debate Israel-Palestine we might hear some words of 
concern about the manner in which the PA is poisoning the minds of another generation 
of Palestinian children? I have concern for those children because of such activity, as 
much as any other. … 

 

Louise Ellman: … If the PA is a real partner for peace it should be promoting co-
operation and coexistence, not engendering hate. … 

 

col 423WH  Philippa Whitford: … I spent almost a year and a half as a volunteer in 
Gaza in 1991 and 1992, and I declare an interest in that I was back there last Easter, and 
indeed in September, operating as a breast surgeon, teaching, and running clinics. I can 
therefore vouch that conditions in Gaza are absolutely appalling. The first thing that hits 
someone when they get through Erez is the stench of sewage. Hospitals and people 
have four hours of electricity a day; 100,000 people were made homeless during the 
attacks of 2014; and 30,000 of those are still homeless. 
We are predominantly talking about punishment demolitions, and those are focused 
around the west bank and east Jerusalem. To create the two-state solution that this 
country always says is our aim, the west bank has to function. Sixty per cent. of the west 
bank is in Area C, and less than 2% of permits will ever be granted for building there. It is  
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therefore inevitable that most structures are illegal. Eighty per cent. of all Bedouins live in 
the Jordan valley, and the threat of demolition hangs over them at all times. Of the more 
than 350 Palestinian communities in the Jordan valley and Area C, a quarter have no 
access to health facilities, and half have to travel more than 30 kilometres. There is not 
one single permanent health facility in that area. 
Money is going from the EU or the UK to build schools and clinics that are often 
destroyed in an act of de-development. At the same time, settlements are being built with 
all amenities. … 

 
 

col 424WH  Tommy Sheppard (SNP): … there is nothing new about structures being 
demolished by the authorities. That has been going on for many years and, in a legal 
sense, because Israel has administrative authority over Area C, it is true that those 
structures have been built without permission. However, that authority seems to be 
somewhat undermined by the fact that, as my hon. Friend the Member for Central 
Ayrshire (Dr Whitford) said, only 2% of applications by Palestinians for building permits 
have been approved in the past six years … 

 
 

col 426WH  Fabian Hamilton (Labour): … Figures from the UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs show that from January to early October 2017, 349 
structures were demolished in the west bank, leaving 542 people displaced. It is not just 
homes that are being demolished; the Palestinian Authority’s Ministry of Education has 
stated that there are at least 50 Palestinian schools in Area C with a demolition or stop-
work order pending. … 
The World Bank’s figures show that if the Palestinians were given permission to develop, 
the west bank has the potential to grow into a successful economy. Ultimately, the 
Palestinian people do not want to be reliant on international aid. They must be given the 
chance to stand on their own feet. The inconsistency in the Israeli Government’s policies 
towards Israeli settlements and Palestinian development is staggering. … 

 

col 428WH  The Minister for the Middle East (Alistair Burt): … I try to represent fairly 
the UK Government, who have long experience—as I do—of having friends across the 
divide. We understand both sides of this difficult issue, offer criticism and support for 
actions in considered response to them and, above all, seek with increased urgency to 
press the case for a negotiated peace … 
Glorification of and incitement to terror is wrong, despite the background of occupation. 
Illegal settlements are wrong, notwithstanding the origins of the war of ’67 and its 
consequences. … 
The UK position on demolitions, and what we do about them, is clear: we consider them 
entirely unacceptable. In all but the most exceptional cases, they are contrary to 
international humanitarian law. Every single demolition or eviction of a Palestinian family 
from their home causes unnecessary suffering and calls into question Israel’s 
commitment to a viable two-state solution. … 
col 429WH  We are gravely concerned that Palestinians continue to face severe difficulty 
in securing building permissions … 
We are in close consultation with international partners, including the United States, 
about how to encourage the parties to reverse negative trends and engage in meaningful 
dialogue. … 
col 430WH  Our policy on settlement remains the same: the viability of the principle of 
two states for two peoples is being undermined by the increased pace of settlement. … 
On the other side, as hon. Members have said, we have been very clear that settlements 
and demolitions are far from being the only problem in the conflict. As the Quartet set out 
in its July 2016 report, terrorism and incitement undermine the prospects of a two-state 
solution. That point cannot be passed by in any debate we have on the subject. We 
deplore all forms of incitement, including comments that stir up hatred and prejudice. We 
therefore encourage both the Palestinian Authority and the Government of Israel to reject 
any hate speech or incitement and to prepare their populations for peaceful co-existence, 
including by promoting a more positive portrayal of each other. … 
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Before I conclude, it would be wrong not to mention the events of today. As the Foreign 
Secretary said in Brussels this morning, we are concerned by reports that the US is 
considering recognising Jerusalem as the Israeli capital before a final status agreement. 
Like our international partners, we believe such a move could inflame tension in the 
region. Our position is clear and long-standing: the status of Jerusalem should be 
determined in a negotiated settlement between the Israelis and the Palestinians, and 
Jerusalem should ultimately form a shared capital between the Israeli and Palestinian 
states. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/9592DCC4-2292-4B92-
AD3D-A7AAD1A746B1/PalestinianCommunitiesIsraeliDemolitions  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Q7. Ben Bradshaw (Labour): The recognition by Donald Trump of Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel will do grave damage to the prospects for a just and lasting peace 
settlement between the Israelis and the Palestinians, which has been British, and indeed 
American, foreign policy for decades. Was she consulted about that announcement, and, 
if so, what did she say? Will she, here and now, unequivocally and clearly condemn 
it? [902781] 

The Prime Minister: I intend to speak to President Trump about this matter, but 
our position has not changed—as the right hon. Gentleman says, it has been a 
long-standing one. It is also a very clear one: the status of Jerusalem should be 
determined in a negotiated settlement between the Israelis and the Palestinians, 
and Jerusalem should ultimately form a shared capital between the Israeli and 
Palestinian states. We continue to support a two-state solution. We recognise the 
importance of Jerusalem and our position on that has not changed. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-
232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-BEDF6F0C-C3DD-4E06-8A82-
62C59A0081ED 
 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Q8. Alan Whitehead (Labour): When the Prime Minister rings up Donald Trump to 
express our concern about his moves concerning Jerusalem and the US embassy, will 
she also inform him that we will be proceeding to recognise the state of Palestine as a 
central part of keeping the two-state process in play? [902782] 

The Prime Minister: We want to see a negotiated settlement between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians. We believe that that should be based on a two-state 
solution, with a sovereign and viable Palestinian state, but also a secure and safe 
Israel. That should be a matter for negotiation between the parties. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-
232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-9E701A81-EA53-46BB-A023-
D54ED3E3E02B 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

See also the answer headed “Universities: Bullying” in the Home Affairs section above. 
 

Imports: Israeli Settlements 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Catherine West (Labour) [115931] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade,  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/9592DCC4-2292-4B92-AD3D-A7AAD1A746B1/PalestinianCommunitiesIsraeliDemolitions
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/9592DCC4-2292-4B92-AD3D-A7AAD1A746B1/PalestinianCommunitiesIsraeliDemolitions
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-BEDF6F0C-C3DD-4E06-8A82-62C59A0081ED
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-BEDF6F0C-C3DD-4E06-8A82-62C59A0081ED
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-BEDF6F0C-C3DD-4E06-8A82-62C59A0081ED
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-9E701A81-EA53-46BB-A023-D54ED3E3E02B
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-9E701A81-EA53-46BB-A023-D54ED3E3E02B
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-9E701A81-EA53-46BB-A023-D54ED3E3E02B


 11 

 

what his Department's policy is on imports from companies based in illegal Israeli 
settlements. 
Catherine West (Labour) [115933] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, 
what discussions has he had with his counterpart in Israel on imports of produce grown 
in illegal settlements. 
Catherine West (Labour) [115934] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, 
what plans his Department has to exclude imports from illegal settlements from future 
multilateral and bilateral trade deals. 

Mark Garnier: The UK and Israel have a strong and important trading 
relationship. However, we do not recognise the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
as part of Israel and indeed it is not covered by the current EU-Israel Association 
Agreement which governs our trade with Israel. 
We are looking across the board to ensure a smooth transition for existing EU 
trade agreements in the region, and that will include the EU-Israel Association 
Agreement as well as the Interim Association Agreement with the Palestinian 
Authority. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115931/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115933/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115934/ 
 

Mohammed Awad 
David Drew (Labour Co-op) [116004] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make representations to the Government of Israel on 
the time taken to issue an exit visa for Mohammed Awad. 

Alistair Burt: Whilst the Government sympathises with Mr Awad, we are unable 
to intervene in his case. Due to the high number of such cases, we do not 
intervene as a general rule in cases regarding non-British nationals. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/116004/  
 

Palestinians: Terrorism 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [116757] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between the Palestinian 
Authority and her department, what discussions her department has had with the PA 
concerning the official PA daily Al-Hayat Al-Jadida’s description on 27 September 2017 
of the Har Adar terrorist attack as an operation and the terrorist as a martyr. 

Alistair Burt: The UK Government deplores any act of incitement to violence; I 
raised the issue of incitement with senior Palestinian counterparts during my visit 
to the region in August. Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to adhere to the principle of non-
violence and to tackle language and avoid actions that could incite violence or 
hatred. The UK continues to urge the Palestinian leadership to uphold this 
principle. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-30/116757/  
 

Palestinians: Antisemitism 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [116761] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between the Palestinian 
Authority  and  her  department,  what  discussions her  department has had with  the PA  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115931/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115931/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115933/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115933/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115934/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/115934/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/116004/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-27/116004/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-30/116757/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-30/116757/


 12 

 

concerning the rebroadcast on Palestinian TV of a 1996 TV show which described Jews 
as wicked, oppressors and evil”. 

Alistair Burt: The UK Government deplores any act of incitement to violence; I 
raised the issue of incitement with senior Palestinian counterparts during my visit 
to the region in August. Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to adhere to the principle of non-
violence and to tackle language and avoid actions that could incite violence or 
hatred. The UK continues to urge the Palestinian leadership to uphold this 
principle. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-30/116761/  
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL3412] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel following reports of the 
moving of a checkpoint deeper into the Palestinian area of al-Walaja that will prevent 
residents from visiting the local spring or their fields beyond that checkpoint. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this specific issue, the 
Government has consistently called on the Israeli Government to ease movement 
and access restrictions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We remain deeply 
concerned about restrictions on freedom of movement within the West Bank, 
including to and from East Jerusalem. It remains difficult for Palestinians to enter 
East Jerusalem for work, education, medical treatment, or religious worship. 
Through our Embassy in Tel Aviv we have lobbied the appropriate authorities on 
movement and access. We continue to work closely with the Quartet and EU 
partners to call on Israel to ease the restrictions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3412/ 
 

Israeli Settlements 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL3413] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel following the approval, by 
the Attorney General Avichai Mandelblit, of the expropriation of private Palestinian land 
for the building of an access road to an Israeli settler outpost in the West Bank. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities, the Government is clear that Israeli outposts in the West Bank 
are illegal under international law and Israeli law and should be removed entirely. 
The retroactive approval of unauthorised settlement outposts undermines the 
physical viability of the two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3413/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Judd (Labour) [HL3524] To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the date of 
their most recent representations to the government of Israel about the treatment of 
Palestinian children arrested by the army of Israel, including representations about the 
practice of blindfolding; by whom, and to whom, those representations were made; what 
was the response; and what further action they will take (1) bilaterally, and (2) 
multilaterally. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK continues to have strong concerns about 
continued reports of ill-treatment of Palestinian minors in Israeli military detention, 
notably  use of  painful  restraints and  insufficient  notification of  legal rights.  Our  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-30/116761/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-30/116761/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3412/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3412/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3413/
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Ambassador to Israel raised concerns with Israeli Attorney-General Mandelblit on 
3 October and the Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt also raised our 
concerns with the Israeli authorities during his visit to Israel in August 2017. 
We will continue regularly raising this issue with the Israeli authorities, and to 
press them to secure needed improvements to the practices surrounding military 
detention of minors. Whilst we have not engaged in formal multilateral discussions 
on the matter, we have nonetheless engaged on this alongside a number of 
European Partners. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-23/HL3524/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tommy Sheppard (665) Recognition of Jerusalem as the Capital of Israel – That this 
House notes with dismay that Donald Trump, President of the USA, has declared that the 
US has formally recognised Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and that the US Embassy 
in Israel will relocate from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem; further notes that no other country 
currently has an embassy in Jerusalem, and the international community, including the 
US until now, does not recognise Israel's jurisdiction over and ownership of the Eastern 
part of that city; acknowledges Jerusalem's status as an extremely sensitive aspect of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict which it considers will be antagonised by this move; further 
acknowledges that the final status of Jerusalem is to be determined by negotiation; notes 
that East Jerusalem is intended to be the capital of a future Palestinian state, but that 
East Jerusalem is currently occupied by Israel; considers that this decision was taken 
against the advice of a wide range of world leaders and breaks with years of precedent; 
further considers that the announcement itself may lead to unrest in the Middle East and 
that the longer term consequences are unpredictable; condemns in the strongest 
possible terms what it considers to be a rash, unnecessary and deliberately inflammatory 
act, and one which destroys the US's credibility as an honest broker in the Middle East 
Peace Process; and calls on world leaders to put pressure on the President to reverse 
this ill-advised decision. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/665  
 
 

Downing Street 

PM statement on US decision to move embassy to Jerusalem: 6 December 2017 
The Prime Minster Theresa May said: 
We disagree with the US decision to move its embassy to Jerusalem and recognise 
Jerusalem as the Israeli capital before a final status agreement. We believe it is unhelpful 
in terms of prospects for peace in the region. The British Embassy to Israel is based in 
Tel Aviv and we have no plans to move it. 
Our position on the status of Jerusalem is clear and long-standing: it should be 
determined in a negotiated settlement between the Israelis and the Palestinians, and 
Jerusalem should ultimately be the shared capital of the Israeli and Palestinian states. In 
line with relevant Security Council Resolutions, we regard East Jerusalem as part of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
We share President Trump’s desire to bring an end to this conflict. We welcome his 
commitment today to a two-state solution negotiated between the parties, and note the 
importance of his clear acknowledgement that the final status of Jerusalem, including the 
sovereign boundaries within the city, must be subject to negotiations between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians. 
We encourage  the  US  Administration  to now bring  forward  detailed  proposals  for  an  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-23/HL3524/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-23/HL3524/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/665
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Israel-Palestinian settlement. 
To have the best chances of success, the peace process must be conducted in an 
atmosphere free from violence. We call on all parties to work together to maintain calm. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-us-decision-to-move-embassy-to-
jerusalem-6-december-2017 
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Boris Johnson: UK disagrees with US decision to move embassy, but good to see 
commitment to two-state solution and that final status of Jerusalem must be determined 
in negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians. UK calls for calm in region. 
https://twitter.com/BorisJohnson/status/938517559116255232 
 
Alistair Burt: UK govt against US decision to move embassy to Jerusalem - unhelpful for 
prospects of peace in the region. Jerusalem should ultimately be the shared capital of the 
Israeli and Palestinian states. UK encourages renewed peace efforts. 
https://twitter.com/AlistairBurtUK/status/938520355022475264  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-09390 Christina McKelvie (SNP): Human Rights Day and Amnesty 
International Write for Rights Campaign – That the Parliament supports Human Rights 
Day on 10 December 2017; supports the annual Human Rights Day Amnesty 
International campaign, Write for Rights; believes that the campaign consists of a letter-
writing marathon involving millions of people around the globe; invites all Members and 
staff to participate in Write for Rights at a lunchtime event in the Parliament on 7 
December; recognises that, as a result of the international call to action, victims of 
torture, prisoners of conscience and people facing the death penalty or other human 
rights violations receive messages of solidarity from thousands of people in far-off 
corners of the globe, and that those suffering the violations know that their cases 
are being brought to public attention and they are not forgotten; highlights various 
success stories from previous Write for Rights campaigns, such as Chelsea Manning, 
the whistleblower pardoned by Barack Obama, the Palestinian circus performer, 
Mohammad Abu Sakha, who was released from an Israeli jail in August 2017, the 69-
year-old Albert Woodfox, who walked free after 43 years in a Louisiana prison, Maxima 
Acuna, a Peruvian farmer defying a gold company, criminal charges against whom were 
dropped, and Muhammad Bekzhanov, one of the longest-imprisoned journalists in the 
world, freed in February 2017 after spending 17 years behind bars; notes the 2017 
campaign cases, including those of the Jamaican, Shackelia Jackson, seeking justice for 
the unlawful death of her brother Nakeia, Sakris Kupila, a transgender rights activist in 
Finland, Azza Soliman, a women’s rights lawyer in Egypt facing what it believes are 
trumped-up charges, immigration detainees held indefinitely in the UK, and the Istanbul 
10, including Amnesty International staff, still at risk of re-imprisonment in Turkey; 
encourages the people of Scotland to send a message of solidarity, and calls on all those 
with the platform to do so to defend freedom of expression in defence of human rights. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-09390 
 
 

Scottish Government 

Nicola Sturgeon:  The  decision  by  President  Trump  on  Jerusalem  -  which  includes  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-us-decision-to-move-embassy-to-jerusalem-6-december-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-us-decision-to-move-embassy-to-jerusalem-6-december-2017
https://twitter.com/BorisJohnson/status/938517559116255232
https://twitter.com/AlistairBurtUK/status/938520355022475264
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-09390
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-09390
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occupied Palestinian territory - is reckless, wrong and a threat to peace. It is being rightly 
condemned across the international community. 
https://twitter.com/NicolaSturgeon/status/938522180362604545  
 
 

Labour Party 

Jeremy Corbyn: Trump's recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital, including occupied 
Palestinian territory, is a reckless threat to peace. The British Government must 
condemn this dangerous act and work for a just and viable settlement of the conflict. 
https://twitter.com/jeremycorbyn/status/938483323894206464  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

Proposal for a Bill to increase citizen participation in policy making in Wales 
para 266 Suzy Davies (Conservative): With colleagues, I visited Israel a few months 
ago, and there, of course, military national service is compulsory for non-Arab citizens 
and some other exempt categories, lasting somewhere between two and three years. 
Clearly, I'm not advocating any kind of replication of that, but I was very struck by some 
of the lasting effects of that experience on virtually every Jewish Israeli person that we 
spoke to, regardless of how long ago they had had that experience. The first was the 
sense of unity and responsibility for each other, regardless of socioeconomic 
background. Of course, I will accept that the ever-present security threat there is bound 
to concentrate minds to a certain extent, but even so, it was clear that we were meeting 
people who had learnt to be confident about making decisions, acting upon those 
decisions, and trusting each other to do the same—and not just for themselves, but in a 
sense of common cause. Mistakes were considered inevitable, as was the dusting down 
and starting again when people did make mistakes.  
The second thing that struck me was how this translated into their attitude towards the 
economy and its growth: people of all ages and backgrounds being bold, very can-do, 
taking calculated risks, not always succeeding but being very comfortable in co-operating 
with each other, even in a competitive environment. And some told us that it was their 
experience of service alongside others that had given them this approach to progress—a 
progress that they saw as providing benefits extending beyond themselves.  
To read the full transcript see 
http://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/4664#A40323  
 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General’s statement on the Middle East Peace Process 
From day one as Secretary-General of the United Nations, I have consistently spoken out 
against any unilateral measures that would jeopardize the prospect of peace for Israelis 
and Palestinians. 
Jerusalem is a final status issue that must be resolved through direct negotiations 
between the two parties on the basis of the relevant Security Council and General 
Assembly resolutions, taking into account the legitimate concerns of both the Palestinian 
and the Israeli sides. 
I understand the deep attachment that Jerusalem holds in the hearts of so many people. 
It has been so for centuries and it will always be. 
In this moment of great anxiety, I want to make it clear : there is no alternative to the two-
state solution. There is no Plan B. 
It is only  by realizing the  vision of  two states  living side-by-side in  peace,  security and  
 

https://twitter.com/NicolaSturgeon/status/938522180362604545
https://twitter.com/jeremycorbyn/status/938483323894206464
http://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/4664#A40323
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mutual recognition, with Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and Palestine, and all final 
status issues resolved permanently through negotiations, that the legitimate aspirations 
of both peoples will be achieved. 
For my part as the United Nations Secretary-General, I will do everything in my power to 
support the Israeli and Palestinian leaders to return to meaningful negotiations and to 
realize this vision of a lasting peace for both people. 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-12-06/secretary-
general%E2%80%99s-statement-middle-east-peace-process-delivered  
 
 

Muslim Council of Britain 

Jerusalem and Justice Undone 
The Muslim Council of Britain today condemned President Trump’s declared intent to 
move the US embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The decision is a confirmation that 
there is little or no appetite to desire peace in the Middle East or give any sense of justice 
to the Palestinian people. The declaration also sends a clear message of hostility to 
Muslims around the world who consider Jerusalem to be one of the holiest cities in Islam. 
Harun Khan, Secretary General of the Muslim Council if Britain said: “ … Those in Israel 
opposed to peace have long aspired to have their capital in Jerusalem. However, this is 
contrary to the global consensus and will only embolden an aggressive Israeli state 
which has shown complete disregard for international laws. Their land grabbing in the 
form of illegal settlements continues unabated against the will of the global community, 
and this move by the US will effectively reward illegal Israeli settlement and thwart the 
rightful dream of the Palestinians to have a viable state of their own. 
A hundred years ago a tripartite combination of imperial geo-political interests, led to the 
culmination of Foreign Secretary Arthur Balfour’s Declaration, which fudged the issue of 
the rights of the inhabitants of Palestine, and has caused conflict and suffering since. 
President Trump’s pledge to relocate the US Embassy to Jerusalem is a similar exercise 
of power and opportunism, and the Muslim Council of Britain urges our Government to 
place clear blue water between itself and this trouble-making decision. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/jerusalem-and-justice-undone/ 
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for fundamental Rights (FRA) 

The fight against discrimination and hate towards minorities still fails to deliver 
nearly 10 years on 
Persisting widespread discrimination, intolerance and hatred across the EU threatens to 
marginalise and alienate many minority group members who otherwise feel largely 
attached to the country they live in and trust its institutions. … 
The Second European Union Minorities and Discrimination Survey (EU-MIDIS II): main 
results report points to the need for specific and stronger measures to provide legal 
protection against discrimination coupled with effective sanctions. In addition, since 88% 
of ethnic discrimination, 90% of hate-motivated harassment and 72% of hate-motivated 
violence were not reported, much stronger outreach is needed to encourage victims to 
come report incidents, while law enforcement and equality bodies need the right tools to 
deal with these reports effectively. … 
… the impact of discrimination, harassment or violence is also clearly shown.  Those who  
 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-12-06/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-statement-middle-east-peace-process-delivered
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-12-06/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-statement-middle-east-peace-process-delivered
http://www.mcb.org.uk/jerusalem-and-justice-undone/
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have been victims trust public institutions less and feel less attached to the country they 
live in. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2017/fight-against-discrimination-and-hate-towards-
minorities-still-fails-deliver  
 
Second European Union Minorities and Discrimination Survey - Main results 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2017-eu-midis-ii-main-
results_en.pdf  
 
Interactive national data - survey results data explorer 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publications-and-resources/data-and-maps/survey-data-explorer-
second-eu-minorities-discrimination-survey?mdq1=dataset  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/09F6086E-3FC1-41D1-
B080-DE74491905A7/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill 
 

Notices of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-
2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_1206.1-7.html 
and 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-
2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_daily_cwh_1205.1-7.html 

  
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
 

Justice Committee: Stage 1 evidence session 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11244&i=102422#ScotParlOR  
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http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2017/fight-against-discrimination-and-hate-towards-minorities-still-fails-deliver
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2017/fight-against-discrimination-and-hate-towards-minorities-still-fails-deliver
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2017-eu-midis-ii-main-results_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2017-eu-midis-ii-main-results_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publications-and-resources/data-and-maps/survey-data-explorer-second-eu-minorities-discrimination-survey?mdq1=dataset
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publications-and-resources/data-and-maps/survey-data-explorer-second-eu-minorities-discrimination-survey?mdq1=dataset
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/09F6086E-3FC1-41D1-B080-DE74491905A7/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/09F6086E-3FC1-41D1-B080-DE74491905A7/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_1206.1-7.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_1206.1-7.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_daily_cwh_1205.1-7.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_daily_cwh_1205.1-7.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11244&i=102422#ScotParlOR
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  
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