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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Online Hate Speech 
col 469 Stephen Doughty (Labour Co-op): To ask the Home Secretary if she will make 
a statement on the activities of Britain First, online hate speech and the sharing of 
inflammatory content online by the President of the United States, Donald Trump. 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Amber Rudd): Britain First is 
an extremist organisation that seeks to divide communities through its use of 
hateful narratives that spread lies and stoke tensions. The deputy leader of Britain 
First is subject to a pending criminal trial, accused of religiously aggravated 
harassment over the alleged distribution of leaflets and the posting of online 
material. 
British people overwhelmingly reject the prejudiced rhetoric of the far right, which 
is the antithesis of the values that this country represents: decency, tolerance and 
respect. We will stand with them in doing so. That is why we launched our 
counter-extremism strategy in 2015 and our hate crime action plan just last year. 
This House should be clear that this Government will not tolerate any groups that 
spread hate by demonising those of other faiths or ethnicities and that deliberately 
raise community fears and tensions. 
We have been clear: President Donald Trump was wrong to retweet videos 
hosted by the far right group, Britain First. When we look at the wider picture, the 
relationship between the UK and America, I know how valuable the friendship is 
between our two nations. As Home Secretary, I can tell the House that the 
importance of the relationship between our countries—the unparalleled sharing of 
intelligence between our countries—is vital. It has undoubtedly saved British lives. 
That is the bigger picture here and I urge people to remember that. 

Stephen Doughty: … Anybody who purveys hatred or violence online or in person, 
whether that be the fascist far right, those who falsely claim to be acting in the name of 
Islam, or anti-Semites, should rightly be exposed and dealt with. 
Let us also be clear: this is the President of the United States sharing with millions 
inflammatory and divisive content deliberately posted to sow hatred and division by, as 
the Home Secretary says, a convicted criminal who is facing further charges and who 
represents a vile fascist organisation seeking to spread hatred and violence in person 
and online. By sharing it, he is racist, incompetent or unthinking—or all three. 
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Will the Home Secretary please explain what the Government are doing to crack down 
on the activities, including those online, of Britain First and other far right organisations, 
and explain why Britain First has not yet been proscribed in the way that National Action 
has been? … 

col 471 Amber Rudd: … We have taken [online social media extremism]  
extremely seriously, which is why I proscribed National Action, the first far-right 
group to be so proscribed as a terrorist organisation. … We are very careful in 
identifying what merits proscription. … we abide by the letter of the law in being 
very clear where members or activists embark on actions that are or are not 
legal. … 

Peter Bottomley (Conservative): The retweet has been condemned. We can 
concentrate on the wrong done by the original tweet. Can we ask the Home Secretary if 
we can do right by identifying, isolating, putting down and putting out the intended 
community, religious and ethnic strains? 

Amber Rudd:  It is essential that we have a fair approach to all types of 
extremism, and with a view to that we always make sure that far-right extremism 
is treated just as harshly, as it should be, as any sort of radical Islamic terrorism. It 
is interesting to observe that 25% of referrals to the Channel programme—the 
bespoke programme that follows Prevent referrals—are in fact on the far-right 
side. 

col 472 Stuart McDonald (SNP): … the sharing of tweets by an extremist, offensive and 
racist organisation is not fitting of someone holding such high office and must be 
condemned unequivocally. … 
Stephen Hammond (Conservative): Local authorities have a key role in combating 
extremism. Can the Home Secretary say exactly what the Government plan to do further 
to support local authorities to ensure that they can undertake this role? 

Amber Rudd: … We actively engage with them through the Prevent programme, 
which allows us to support community organisations that are embedded in the 
local area. Those organisations can go out and engage with local groups, 
providing the support to safeguard people, particularly young men and women 
who may be becoming radicalised. … 

Yvette Cooper (Labour): … Britain First gets its succour from spreading its poison and 
its extremism online—that is how it works—and the President of the United States has 
just given it a rocket boost in promoting hatred in our communities. … 
col 474 Dennis Skinner (Labour): … Action is needed. Three times the Home Secretary 
has been asked by Opposition Members to cancel the state visit. Action is needed now, 
not a slap on the wrist. Cancel the state visit. 

Amber Rudd: … the invitation has been extended and accepted, and we have yet 
to make the arrangements. … 

Khalid Mahmood (Labour): How would the Home Secretary respond if similar tweets to 
those made by President Trump were made by a Muslim leader promoting hatred? 
Would they be allowed into the UK? 

Amber Rudd: … I have been clear that we take an even-handed approach to 
individuals and to extremism of any sort, which is why I took the time to point out 
that right-wing extremism of the sort we have seen retweeted and the sort we 
have seen from National Action, which meant that we proscribed it, is just as 
hateful and just as dangerous as any sort of radical Islamic extremism. … 

col 475 Luciana Berger (Labour Co-op): Hate breeds hate, and an attack on the 
Muslim community is an attack on us all. Not content with attacking minorities in the 
United States, Donald Trump, by giving a platform to Britain First, a rabidly racist and 
neo-fascist organisation, is now actively sowing seeds of hatred in our country. At a time 
when the number of hate crimes in our country is increasing, what action will the Home 
Secretary take today to mitigate the horrific actions that the President took yesterday? 

Amber Rudd: … we take all forms of hate crime very seriously. We always 
encourage communities to report it when it takes place. I have active engagement  
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with the police and crime commissioners and the chiefs of police to ensure that 
reporting does take place. Critically, we have a role to make sure that online 
companies do more to take material down, ensure that reports of fake news are 
not posted and help us identify who has been promoting hateful information. … 

Rachel Maclean (Conservative): … Does my right hon. Friend agree that the danger 
with organisations like Britain First is that they conceal their hateful activities behind a 
cloak of fluffiness? They sometimes talk about Remembrance Day in a very insidious 
way, to trick people … 

Amber Rudd: … She is absolutely right that sometimes extremist far right groups 
try to hijack our national symbols and our national days of memorial and 
remembrance. We need to make sure that we always call that out. … 

col 478 Lisa Cameron (SNP): We must take a firm stance against hate speak and 
ensure that future generations do so as well. Will the Home Secretary and her colleagues 
consider supporting Holocaust education in schools so that younger generations 
understand the importance of standing up against discrimination and the very grave 
consequences of inaction? 

 Amber Rudd: … The Holocaust Educational Trust does incredibly good and 
important work. I know that because some of the children in my schools in 
Hastings and Rye have been on such trips, and I have been on one myself. It is a 
very powerful way of remembering the terrible things that happened, and of 
learning how by remembering them we can make sure that they do not happen 
again. I absolutely support her point. 

col 479 Kate Green (Labour): … Will [the Home Secretary] … ask the Prime Minister to 
tell him that every time this kind of hate speech is perpetrated my black, Muslim, Jewish, 
Sikh and other minority constituents feel more fear and fear alienation and suspicion from 
others in the community, and that the President will not be welcome in this country 
because he is perpetrating and extending that hate speech? 

Amber Rudd: We are clear that the sort of hatred that she describes and the sort 
of division that is sown by Britain First, for instance, is unwelcome here in the 
UK. … 

col 481 Rupa Huq (Labour): Back in 2010, the now Prime Minister, as Home Secretary, 
banned radical Indian televangelist preacher Zakir Naik from entering the UK for his 
repeated pattern of unacceptable behaviour—in particular his line that “every Muslim is a 
terrorist”. Her exact words at the time were: “I am not willing to allow 
those…not…conducive to the public good to enter the UK.” 
Surely the same applies to President Trump and his frequent repugnant outbursts? We 
are in Islamophobia awareness month, which was launched here the other day. The 
Government’s own Casey report was quoted. It says that trigger events feed 
Islamophobia, which means that women have their hijabs ripped off them; that grandads 
are murdered on the way back from prayers; and that pigs’ heads are left on mosque 
doorsteps. As a Muslim, I ask the Home Secretary to do the same as her predecessor, 
our Prime Minister, did in those previous examples. A rapper was also excluded for his 
misogynist lyrics. Can the Home Secretary not just continue on that track and ban this 
visit altogether? 

Amber Rudd: I thank the hon. Lady, particularly for her point about Islamophobia, 
which we take incredibly seriously. That is why it featured so strongly in the hate 
crime action plan that I launched last year and why we have provided extra money 
to make sure that mosques can be protected. We have also given additional 
financial support for Tell MAMA, which does such great work in combating 
Islamophobia. … 

To read the full transcript see 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-30/debates/9ED5779E-DAA6-4DF6-
A558-8C7E533A469E/OnlineHateSpeech  
 
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-30/debates/9ED5779E-DAA6-4DF6-A558-8C7E533A469E/OnlineHateSpeech
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-30/debates/9ED5779E-DAA6-4DF6-A558-8C7E533A469E/OnlineHateSpeech
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House of Commons Written Answer 

Church Schools: Admissions 
Helen Jones (Labour) [116249] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what 
representations she has received on removing the 50 per cent cap on new Catholic 
schools; and what plans she has to bring forward legislative proposals on removing that 
cap. 

Anne Milton: Ministers and officials have met with a range of partners and 
stakeholders to discuss the proposals set out in the consultation document, 
‘Schools that work for everyone’, including the removal of the 50% cap on faith 
admissions in faith designated free schools. The department is considering 
carefully the results of the consultation and plan to respond in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-28/116249/  
 

The consultation paper referred to above can be read at 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-
everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERY
ONE%20%20FINAL.PDF  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Online Hate Speech 
Repetition of above House of Commons Oral Answer followed by Q&A: 
col 751 Lord Kennedy of Southwark (Labour Co-op): … does the Minister agree that 
the United Kingdom always has and always will fight terrorism wherever it comes from, 
with our police, security services and military keeping us safe 24 hours a day, and that 
people of faith—whatever that faith may be—and people of no faith coming together in 
communities, respecting each other, celebrating our differences and learning from each 
other, is equally important in fighting terrorism and the spreaders of hate? Will she and 
her colleagues in government look again at what they can do to remove these vile sites, 
such as that of Britain First, from the web? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I completely agree with the noble Lord. We will 
always fight terrorism, and we will fight it together in whatever form it takes. We 
should remember that our different communities and different faiths played a part 
in both the wars that we have fought together. As a society, we will not tolerate 
any divisions that seek to penetrate our communities. On the noble Lord’s point 
about going further to tackle activities on Twitter and other social media sites, 
Twitter now takes down 95% of illegal activity, but on the point about us working 
together as two nations, it is because of the US that we were able to talk to the 
CSPs about taking down such content from Twitter and other platforms, and we 
will continue to do that. We now have the online hate crime hub, Tell MAMA, 
which allows people to report Islamophobia, and the Community Security Trust as 
a repository for people to report anti-Semitism and related activity. We are 
absolutely determined to drive out all forms of hatred within our country, and this 
country should be rightly proud of the tolerance and respect that it has for other 
faiths and other communities. 

col 752 Lord Paddick (Liberal Democrat): … Does the Minister agree that there is a 
difference between Islam, a religion, and Islamism, a violent political ideology that seeks 
to overthrow democratically elected Governments and liberal values, and that the 
expression “Islamic terrorism” is both a contradiction in terms and deeply unhelpful? We 
must clearly differentiate between violent criminals and the followers of a religion. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The noble Lord is absolutely right to make that 
distinction  between  Islam   and  Islamist  extremism.  I  make  the  point  that  the  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-28/116249/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-28/116249/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERYONE%20%20FINAL.PDF
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERYONE%20%20FINAL.PDF
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERYONE%20%20FINAL.PDF
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overwhelming majority of Muslims in this country are law-abiding, peaceful people 
who abhor Islamist extremism. … 

The Lord Bishop of Worcester: Further to the last point made by the noble Lord, does 
the Minister agree that in addition to abhorring violence, the vast majority of Muslims in 
this country make an immeasurable contribution to the life of this country, for which we 
should be profoundly grateful and which needs to be expressed by this House? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I am delighted to express on behalf of this 
House, as I am sure noble Lords agree, that not only do Muslims abhor 
violence—it is part of the teaching of the Koran—but they helped us in wars that 
we have fought. I have first-hand experience of how they helped in the aftermath 
of some awful events in this country, not only the terrorist attack in Manchester, 
when Muslim taxi drivers were on hand giving their service for free, but after the 
floods in Manchester when the Muslim community helped to provide food and 
shelter to people who were in need. It brought communities together, and we 
should remember that. … 

col 753 Lord Hain (Labour): My Lords, can we assume that President Trump tweets 
only messages he has thought carefully about and agrees with? If so, he has endorsed a 
Nazi group with a vicious record of attacks, racism, Islamophobia and anti-Semitism. 
Surely there can be no question of a state visit until he has expressed at least some 
remorse about this. 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (UKIP): My Lords, do the Government agree with what the 
most reverend Primate the Archbishop of Canterbury said in Paris last September to the 
effect that it is wrong to pretend that Daesh has nothing to do with Islam and that we will 
not defeat Islamism until we understand Islam? What are the Government doing to 
further that understanding? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, it is absolutely correct that Daesh has 
nothing to do with Islam. Daesh seeks to promote its ideology as a form of Islam, 
but actually it is nothing to do with Islam, which is a peaceful religion. 

Viscount Waverley (Crossbench): My Lords, has not the time now come when we 
should welcome an imam to our House? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: It would be a great moment if we did. 
Lord Scriven (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, the Minister said that the state visit has 
been offered and accepted. The noble Lord, Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth, the 
government Minister for Faith, less than 50 minutes ago said that he would be unable to 
welcome the President of the United States because of the tweets. With the Home Office 
being responsible for community cohesion, would she and other Ministers in the Home 
Office also be unable to welcome the President of the United States? 

col 754 Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, the point has been made both 
in the other place and here today that we must think about the relationship 
between the US and the UK as incredibly important. … I reiterate the point that 
the invitation was extended and accepted. 

To read the full transcript see 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-11-30/debates/10C0FC75-0026-402E-8429-
F288605D8937/OnlineHateSpeech  

TOP 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Department for Communities and Local Government: Festivals and Special Occasions 
Andrew Percy (Conservative) [115312] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-11-30/debates/10C0FC75-0026-402E-8429-F288605D8937/OnlineHateSpeech
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-11-30/debates/10C0FC75-0026-402E-8429-F288605D8937/OnlineHateSpeech
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and Local Government, whether his Department (a) provides funding for (b) monitors the 
effectiveness of (i) Holocaust Memorial Day, (ii) Black History Month and (ii) National 
Hate Crime awareness week. 

Marcus Jones: The Department for Communities and Local Government 
provided £1.15 million in 2017/18 to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust to deliver 
the UK Government's annual ceremony as well as local activities across the 
country. We also provided £25,000 in 2017/18 to Stop Hate UK to support 
National Hate Crime Awareness Week in October this year. We have provided no 
funding to Black History Month. The Department monitors the effectiveness of all 
projects for which we provide funding. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115312/  
 

Prisons: Festivals and Special Occasions 
Andrew Percy (Conservative) [115318] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, 
pursuant to the Answer of 13 November to Question 111268, what guidance his 
Department issues to prisons on the promotion of (a) Holocaust Memorial Day, (b) Black 
History Month and (c) National Hate Crime Awareness Week. 

Philip Lee: Prisons are free to decide locally how they promote events such as 
Holocaust Memorial Day, Black History Month and National Hate Crime 
Awareness Week. National Prison Radio promotes national support for local 
initiatives, and Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service also provides 
information to offenders and staff including via its staff networks. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115318/  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
David Drew (Labour Co-op) [115104] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations he has made to the Government of Israel 
regarding the forced transfer of Palestinians from Jabal al-Baba, Ein al-Hilweh and Umal 
Jmal. 

Alistair Burt: The UK is gravely concerned by Israeli proposals to relocate the 
Bedouin population from the E1 area. The UN has said that this could constitute 
forcible transfer. 
We have been clear about our concerns with the Israeli authorities and we 
regularly raise the matter through our Embassy in Tel Aviv. These plans could 
have a devastating impact on the communities concerned and will likely open the 
way for further settlement expansion – endangering the viability of the two-state 
solution. 
We follow developments closely. Staff from our Consulate General in Jerusalem 
visited Jabal al-Baba on 9 November, and both Ein al-Hilweh and Umm al-
Jammal on 22 November. We also provide legal aid to the community at Jabal al-
Baba through our support to the Norwegian Refugee Council. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-22/115104/  

 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115312/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115312/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115318/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115318/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-22/115104/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-22/115104/
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Israel: West Bank 
Richard Burden (Labour) [115521] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what plans he has to raise the matter of the demolition of homes 
and structures in Area C of the West Bank at the United Nations Human Rights Council's 
Universal Periodic Review of Israel, in January 2018 

Alistair Burt: We are currently considering our recommendations ahead of the 
Universal Periodic Review of Israel at the United Nations Human Rights Council, 
in January 2018. We are gravely concerned by the continued demolition of 
Palestinian property by the Israeli authorities. We have repeatedly made clear to 
the Israeli authorities our serious concern at the increase in demolitions of 
Palestinian properties in Area C of the West Bank and in East Jerusalem, and we 
call on the Government of Israel to cease the policy of demolitions and provide a 
transparent route to construction for Palestinians in Area C. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115521/  
 

Israel: Human Rights 
Richard Burden (Labour) [115522] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what human rights issues his Department plans to raise at the 
Universal Periodic Review of Israel at the United Nations Human Rights Council, in 
January 2018? 

Alistair Burt: The UK engages consistently and comprehensively in the Universal 
Periodic Review process. We have spoken at every session and on every country 
since the process began, and are committed to its improvement. During the 
second cycle we worked with other States to limit the number of 
recommendations made to States under review, and ensure that they were of 
good quality. We are currently considering our recommendations ahead of the 
Universal Periodic Review of Israel at the United Nations Human Rights Council, 
in January 2018. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115522/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Richard Burden (Labour) [115524] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the efficacy of the United 
Nations' conclusion that the 46 Palestinian communities in the central West Bank subject 
to a relocation plan by Israeli authorities are at high risk of forcible transfer. 

Alistair Burt: We have not made an assessment of the efficacy of the United 
Nations' conclusion that the 46 Palestinian communities in the central West Bank 
subject to a relocation plan by Israeli authorities are at high risk of forcible 
transfer. However, the UK is gravely concerned by Israeli proposals to relocate 
the Bedouin population from the E1 area. These plans could have a devastating 
impact on the communities concerned and will likely open the way for further 
settlement expansion – endangering the viability of the two-state solution. We 
have been clear about our grave concerns with the Israeli authorities and our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv most recently raised our concerns in a joint demarche with 
European Partners on 2 November 2017. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115524/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Richard Burden (Labour) [115526] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with European Union 
Member States about drafting a joint letter to the Government of Israel demanding 
compensation for the demolition and confiscation of donor-funded structures in Area C of 
the West Bank. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115521/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115521/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115522/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115522/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115524/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115524/
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Alistair Burt: We have not had any recent discussions with EU member states 
about a joint letter to the Israeli authorities about compensation. We are, however, 
keeping the case for compensation under review. The UK is focused on 
preventing demolitions from happening in the first place through our funding to the 
Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid programme which helps residents challenge 
decisions in the Israeli legal system. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115526/  
 
 

United Nations 

Declaring Israel’s Actions in Syrian Golan, East Jerusalem ‘Null and Void’, General 
Assembly Adopts Six Resolutions on Palestine, Middle East 
Concluding its annual debate on the question of Palestine and the situation in the Middle 
East, the General Assembly adopted six resolutions … including two declaring Israel’s 
actions in the Syrian Golan and East Jerusalem “null and void” — as several delegates 
voiced concern that those texts perpetuated a one-sided view that isolated and targeted 
a single Member State. 
After the debate concluded, the Assembly adopted the draft resolution “Jerusalem” 
(document A/72/L.11) … 
By that text, the Assembly reiterated that any actions by Israel, the occupying Power, to 
impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the Holy City of Jerusalem were illegal 
and therefore null and void. … 
By … “The Syrian Golan” (document A/72/L.17) … the Assembly declared that Israel had 
failed to comply with Security Council resolution 497 (1981) and demanded its withdrawal 
from the occupied Syrian Golan. … 
… the draft resolution “Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine” 
(document A/72/L.16) … called for the intensification of efforts by the parties towards the 
conclusion of a final peace settlement, stressed the need for resumed negotiations and 
called upon Israel to cease all unilateral actions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. … 
The Assembly also adopted by recorded vote a series of resolutions dealing with the 
United Nations system’s own provision of support to the Palestinian people:  Committee 
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People (document A/72/L.15), 
the Secretariat’s Division for Palestinian Rights (document A/72/L.13) and the 
Department of Public Information’s special information programme on the question of 
Palestine (document A/72/L.14). …  
Israel’s delegate said that after seven decades, some countries still refused to accept her 
country’s existence.  Moreover, the United Nations continued to annually adopt biased 
resolutions and devote precious resources — almost $6.5 million of its budget — to 
politicized bodies whose sole purpose was to attack and denounce Israel.  Supporting 
the six resolutions would neither advance nor inspire peace … 
The representative of the United States echoed that opposition, saying the biased and 
one-sided resolutions undermined efforts to achieve peace between the parties. … 
Estonia’s representative, speaking on behalf of the European Union, explained its 
members’ position on several key terms used in the resolutions.  Whenever “Palestinian 
Government” was mentioned, it referred to the Palestinian Authority, and the use of the 
term “Palestine” in those resolutions could not be construed as the recognition of a State 
of Palestine, she said. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11982.doc.htm  
 
Jerusalem (A/72/L.11) 
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.11 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115526/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115526/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11982.doc.htm
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.11
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The Syrian Golan (A/72/L.17) 
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.17 
 
Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine (A/72/L.16) 
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.16 
 
Question of Palestine: Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People (A/72/L.15) 
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.15 
 
Question of Palestine: Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat (A/72/L.13) 
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.13 
 
Special information programme on the question of Palestine of the Department of 
Public Information of the Secretariat (A/72/L.14) 
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.14  

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Sammy Wilson (DUP) [115541] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will prioritise the protection of the right to freedom of religion 
or belief. 

Mark Field: The protection of Freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) is a priority of 
Her Majesty's Government's foreign policy and will continue to be so. In their 
interactions with foreign governments, Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
ministers and officials routinely raise individual cases and highlight practices and 
laws that discriminate against people on the basis of their religion or belief. 
For example, during my visit to Pakistan on 8-9 November, I discussed the 
treatment of religious minorities, including discrimination and violence against the 
Ahmadiyya and Christian communities, with the Federal Secretary of Pakistan's 
Human Rights Ministry. The United Kingdom also actively promotes FoRB 
through multilateral diplomacy. At the recent United Nations Human Rights 
Council, the United Kingdom worked successfully to help maintain consensus on 
the adoption and implementation of the European Union sponsored Resolution on 
'Freedom of Religion or Belief' and the Organisation for Islamic Cooperation 
sponsored Resolution on 'Combating Religious Intolerance'. The FCO also 
continues to support a number of projects to promote tolerance through the 
Magna Carta Fund for Human Rights and Democracy. Current projects include 
work to promote religious tolerance through secondary school curricula in Iraq, 
Morocco and Lebanon. 
In October, The FCO minister with responsibility for Human Rights, Lord Ahmad 
convened the first in a series of roundtable meetings on FoRB. These meetings 
bring together faith leaders and civil society experts to discuss current 
international challenges to FoRB, and how we can collaborate to strengthen our 
responses. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115541/  

TOP 

 

http://undocs.org/A/72/L.17
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.16
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.15
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.13
http://undocs.org/A/72/L.14
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115541/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-23/115541/
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

  
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  
 

TOP 
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