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Israel 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru) (616) Palestinian village of Susiya – announced demolition 
by Israeli authorities – That this House notes with extreme concern the plight of the 
Palestinian village of Susiya, a fifth of which the Israeli State has announced will be 
demolished; further notes that the Israeli State claims that this village was constructed in 
violation of judicial order, yet has repeatedly refused to regulate the land or provide 
permits; condemns the imminent demolition of these 20 buildings which will leave 100 
people, half of them children, without shelter in winter, contrary to Israel's obligations 
under international law; and urges the Government to condemn the aggressive actions of 
the Israeli Government and engage in diplomatic talks to achieve peaceful solutions in 
accordance with international law and the protection of human rights. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/616  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-09324 Ivan McKee (SNP): Susiya Village, Stop the Demolition – That the 
Parliament understands with dismay that Susiya village, which is located in the 
south Hebron Hills of the occupied West Bank, is under immediate threat of demolition by 
the Israeli authorities who announced on 22 November 2017 that, within 15 days, they 
planned to demolish 20 buildings; believes that this represents one-fifth of the village and 
will affect around 100 villagers, half of them children, as well as destroying shelter for 
animals and the village health clinic, leaving the villagers vulnerable and exposed to 
freezing winter rain and harsh winds; hopes that international pressure can be put on the 
Israeli Government to stop the demolition, and calls on MSPs to add their names in 
support of an open letter from Susiya village council demanding the plans are halted, by 
contacting palestinecampaign.org. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-09324 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/616
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-09324
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-09324
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United Nations 

On Day of Solidarity, UN reaffirms two-state solution as only answer to ‘question of 
Palestine’ 
Secretary-General António said in his message commemorating the International Day 
of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. 
Seventy years since General Assembly Resolution 181 was adopted, a sovereign and 
independent State of Palestine has yet to emerge alongside the State of Israel. 
“I remain convinced that the two-state solution is the only one for a just, lasting and 
comprehensive peace between Israelis and Palestinians. The resolution of this conflict 
would also create momentum for greater stability throughout the region,” stated Mr. 
Guterres. … 
"I encourage them to tangible challenge this commitment and create conditions for a 
meaningful negotiation. The recent positive developments in intra-Palestinian unity 
should be taken up by the leadership,” he asserted. 
The Secretary-General also reiterated his readiness “to work with all stakeholders, 
including the Middle East Quartet and countries in the region, to support a serious 
political process, drawing on all under UN resolutions, international law and agreements, 
that will achieve a two-State solution, end half a century of occupation and resolve all 
final status issues.” 
Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed … observed that … “Ending illegal Israeli 
settlement activity and demolitions in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 
is crucial to the viability of a future Palestinian state and to realizing the legitimate 
national and historic aspirations of both people. Eliminating violence and incitement is 
essential to building trust,” she told the participants. 
Ms. Mohammed stressed that with crumbling infrastructure, chronic unemployment and a 
paralyzed economy, Gaza is in a state of constant humanitarian emergency. … 
… General Assembly President Miroslav Lajčák underscored that the situation needs full-
time attention that extends beyond humanitarian support, to facilitate a peaceful 
resolution. 
“I firmly believe that a two-state solution is the only answer to what we call the question of 
Palestine,”  … 
“When it comes to the question of Palestine, we have a responsibility and we have an 
interest. Palestinian people do not need our sympathy – they deserve our solidarity,” he 
declared.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58188#.WiAi7rT1U5s  
 
Seventy Years after Partition, Palestinians Still Awaiting Freedom, Rightful Place in 
Community of Nations, Permanent Observer Tells International Day 
Commemoration 
… Fode Seck, Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People, said … The two-State solution was in peril due to violence and 
mistrust between the parties … and the situation was being exploited by extremists.  Yet, 
unity among the Palestinian political leadership provided “a ray of light”. … 
Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine, speaking on behalf of 
President Mahmoud Abbas, recalled that, on 29 November 1947, the General Assembly 
had unjustly decided to partition Palestine without the people’s consent.  A few months 
later, Israel had forcibly uprooted two-thirds of Palestinians from their land and destroyed 
more than 400 towns and villages, clearing the way for its forced acquisition of more than 
three-quarters of Palestine’s territory.  “Seventy years later, the Palestinian people are 
still awaiting their long overdue freedom and independence and their rightful place 
among the community of nations,” he said.  … 
Ahmad Tibi, Deputy Speaker of Israel’s Knesset,  said the Israeli occupation was the only  
 

http://www.un.org/en/events/palestinianday/
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-11-29/secretary-generals-message-international-day-solidarity-palestinian
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/dsg/statement/2017-11-29/deputy-secretary-generals-remarks-special-meeting-international-day
http://www.un.org/pga/72/2017/11/29/international-day-of-solidarity-with-the-palestinian-people/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58188#.WiAi7rT1U5s
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such operation active today.  It was said that while Jerusalem was made from light and 
gold, Al-Quds was made of checkpoints, bullets and occupation, he said.  Indeed, 
Palestinians were subject to policies of racial segregation and discrimination in all 
aspects of life, while Israeli police operated with impunity.  Moreover, a recent national 
bill proposed that the right to self-determination was only for Jews.  In a dangerous 
manner, it stated clearly and for the first time that there would be cities established only 
for Jews.  There would be no hope for creating a sovereign Palestinian State without 
ending the occupation.  Israel had succeeded in obstructing a two-State solution and now 
wanted to negotiate based on a one-State proposal.  It was time to move towards 
establishing a Palestinian State and he pressed the United Nations to play its role in that 
endeavour.  The international community must also step in and prevent Israel from 
enacting undemocratic laws so that everyone in the region could enjoy peace and 
development. … 
Salil Shetty, Secretary General of Amnesty International, said Israel’s policy of settlement 
expansion across stolen Palestinian land was illegal, discriminatory and unjust.  It was a 
key driver of the mass human rights violations resulting from the occupation. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1398.doc.htm  
 
Speakers in General Assembly Urge Greater Efforts to Realize Two-State 
Solution 70 Years after Adoption of Resolution Partitioning Palestine 
… The Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine said that the Palestinian people 
wanted peace but peace could not coexist with injustice, occupation, colonization and 
apartheid.  “The people of Palestine will not disappear, nor will they surrender to a dismal 
fate,” he stressed.  Israel, the occupying Power, had purposely obstructed efforts, 
blatantly ignoring the demands to cease its illegal policies and practices in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.  … 
Israel’s representative, recalling that, on 29 November 1947, the United Nations had 
taken a vote to determine the fates of two peoples living in the same land, he declared: 
“For one of those peoples, it was a moment that turned an age-old dream of self-
determination into a real-life miracle.”  He noted that Jews and Arabs had at that time 
been presented with the chance to build successful and prosperous communities, living 
side by side.  “The Jews said yes, but the Arabs said no,” he stated, emphasizing Israel’s 
decision over past decades to choose the path of prosperity and peace. 
“The Palestinians are not anti-Israel because of borders or governments,” he said, but 
“because of who we are”.  They had never accepted the existence of a Jewish State in 
the Holy Land.  Palestinian leaders had never tried to improve the lives of their people 
and always blamed their situation on Israel.  The Palestinians made those choices every 
day, regrettably choosing devastation and despair over progress, peace and 
prosperity.  As long as Hamas used innocent Palestinians as human shields and 
deprived them of basic human rights, Gaza would remain imprisoned by its own brutal 
leaders.  While that group — an internationally recognized terrorist organization — 
worked to kidnap and kill Israelis, the Palestinian Authority had agreed to work with 
them.  Still, Israel had not lost hope, and stood ready to negotiate. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11981.doc.htm  

 
Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People 
http://daccess-
ods.un.org/access.nsf/GetFile?OpenAgent&DS=A/72/35&Lang=E&Type=DOC 
 
The situation in the Middle East: Report of the Secretary-General 
http://undocs.org/A/72/333  
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1398.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11981.doc.htm
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/GetFile?OpenAgent&DS=A/72/35&Lang=E&Type=DOC
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/GetFile?OpenAgent&DS=A/72/35&Lang=E&Type=DOC
http://undocs.org/A/72/333
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Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine Report of the Secretary-General 
http://undocs.org/A/72/368  
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Other Relevant Information 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

According to Advocate General Wahl, the requirement for ritual slaughtering 
without stunning to be carried out in an approved slaughterhouse does not 
infringe the right to religious freedom 
EU law strikes a balance between the right to freedom of religion and the requirements 
for the protection of human health, animal welfare and food safety 
The Islamic Feast of the Sacrifice is celebrated every year over a period of three days. 
Practising Muslims regard it as their religious duty to slaughter an animal, or to have an 
animal slaughtered, preferably on the first day of the feast. Part of the meat of the 
slaughtered animal is then eaten by the family, with the remainder being given to the 
poor and needy and to neighbours and more distant family relatives. Since 1998, Belgian 
legislation had provided that slaughter prescribed by a religious rite could be carried out 
only in approved or temporary slaughterhouses. Therefore, the Minister responsible has 
approved, each year, temporary slaughter plants which, together with approved 
slaughterhouses, catered for ritual slaughtering during the Islamic Feast of the Sacrifice, 
thus making good the lack of capacity resulting from the increase in demand at such 
times. 
In 2014, the Minister of the Flemish Region (Belgium) responsible for animal welfare 
announced that he would no longer issue approvals for temporary slaughter plants 
because such approvals were contrary to EU legislation, in particular the provisions of 
the EU regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing. From 2015 onwards, 
all animal slaughtering without stunning, even if performed in the context of the Islamic 
Feast of the Sacrifice, had to be carried out solely in approved slaughterhouses. It is in 
that context that various Muslim associations and umbrella organisations of mosques 
issued proceedings against the Flemish Region in 2016. They challenged, inter alia, the 
validity of certain provisions of the EU regulation in question, with regard, in particular, to 
the right to freedom of religion. … 
In today’s Opinion, Advocate General Nils Wahl does not think that any of the arguments 
put forward in the present case can impinge on the validity of the EU regulation on the 
protection of animals. He considers that the rule that slaughtering can, in principle, only 
be carried out in approved slaughterhouses is a perfectly neutral rule that applies 
regardless of the circumstances and of the type of slaughtering chosen. According to 
him, the problem submitted to the Court relates more to a temporary difficulty with the 
capacity of slaughterhouses in certain geographic areas at the time of the Islamic Feast 
of the Sacrifice, and ultimately with the costs engendered by the observance of a 
religious practice, than to requirements which arise from EU law. … 
The Advocate General also points out that it is not for the Court to rule on the question 
whether the stunning of animals is actually prohibited by the Muslim faith. Nor is it for the 
Court to rule on the orthodoxy or heterodoxy of a given religious teaching or precept. 
Consequently, the slaughtering of an animal without stunning on the occasion of the 
Islamic Feast of the Sacrifice is indeed a religious precept that benefits from the 
protection of religious freedom. That is true whether or not there are different branches of 
Islam and whether or not alternative solutions exist in the event that it is impossible to 
perform such slaughter. … 
… the obligation to ensure that all  slaughter  locations are approved,  and that they meet  
 

http://undocs.org/A/72/368
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the requirements laid down in EU legislation, 6 is perfectly neutral and applies to any 
party that organises slaughtering. Legislation that applies in a neutral manner, with no 
connection to religious convictions, cannot in principle be regarded as a limitation on 
freedom of religion. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-11/cp170128en.pdf  
 
To read the full judgement see 
 https://tinyurl.com/y9hqf3an 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

  
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  
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