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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Martyn Day (SNP) [114722] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, if he will make an assessment of the potential implications for his policies of 
the Tell MAMA Annual Report for 2016 on Anti-Muslim Hatred; and what steps his 
Department plans to take to address the increase in the proportion of directly abusive 
and violent anti-Muslim incidents. 

Marcus Jones: We take hate crime in all its forms very seriously that is why the 
United Kingdom has some of the strongest hate crime legislation in the world. The 
increase in hate crime reported to Tell Mama in part reflects a greater 
encouragement and confidence around reporting as well as an increasing number 
of data sharing agreements with police forces. 
Nevertheless, it is deplorable that any Muslim citizens should be subjected to 
abuse on account of their belief or appearance. 
My Department works with Muslim communities through our anti-Muslim-hatred 
working group to address the problem of hate crime and to encourage greater 
reporting. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-20/114722/  

 

The report referred to above can be read at  
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/A-Constructed-Threat-Identity-
Intolerance-and-the-Impact-of-Anti-Muslim-Hatred-Web.pdf 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Human Rights 
Richard Burden (Labour) [114537] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth  Affairs,  whether  he has plans to  encourage the  Israeli Government to  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-20/114722/
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engage with the United Nations Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review taking 
place in January 2018. 

Alistair Burt: The UK values the Universal Periodic Review, which allows an 
open and constructive dialogue on the key human rights concerns of all 193 UN 
member states. We encourage all UN member states to reap the benefits of such 
a dialogue by engaging fully with the Universal Periodic Review process. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-20/114537/  
 

Palestinians: Detainees 
Jo Stevens (Labour) [114705] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the humanitarian needs of 
Palestiinian detainees in Israeli prisons. 

Alistair Burt: The Government has concerns about allegations of mistreatment of 
Palestinian detainees and about Israel’s respect for its relevant obligations as an 
Occupying Power under applicable international law. While we have not made an 
assessment of the humanitarian needs of Palestinian detainees, a focus of UK 
human rights engagement is Palestinian minors in Israeli military detention, as we 
have concerns about the treatment of minors during arrest and interrogation. We 
have raised these concerns with the Israeli authorities on many occasions, and 
will continue to do so. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-20/114705/  
 
 

United Nations 

UN chief reiterates support for two-state solution in Middle East; vows to 
denounce anti-Semitism 
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres today reiterated that he would 
continue to work to help Israelis and Palestinians achieve a two-state solution, and 
vowed to denounce hate speech aimed at Israelis. 
“I will continue to speak out against anti-Semitism, Holocaust denial, hate speech and the 
use of anti-Semitic appeals by violent extremist groups to recruit new followers,” Mr. 
Guterres said in remarks delivered by his Chef de Cabinet, Maria Luiza Ribeiro Viotti, at 
the Queens Museum in New York. 
The event marked the 70th anniversary of General Assembly Resolution 181, which 
called for the division of the former British mandate for Palestine into Arab and Jewish 
states. 
Adopted on 29 November 1947, the resolution led to the birth of the State of Israel on 14 
May 1948. 
“Resolution 181 was subsequently cited in the Declaration of Independence of the State 
of Israel, marking the beginning of a relationship between Israel and the United Nations 
that has endured and deepened, even during challenging times,” Mr. Guterres said. 
He noted that since becoming a UN Member State in 1949, the cooperation between the 
UN and Israel has grown in peacekeeping, sustainable development and disaster relief, 
among others. 
Having visited Israel three months ago, Mr. Guterres said he saw “remarkable examples 
of innovation and solutions” that can help all countries fight climate change and achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals. 
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58179#.Wh7bbbT1WnY  
 

TOP 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-20/114537/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-20/114537/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-20/114705/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-20/114705/
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-11-28/secretary-general-remarks-event-marking-70th-anniversary-general
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/181(II)
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58179#.Wh7bbbT1WnY


 3 

 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Poland: Hate Crime 
Lyn Brown (Labour) [114569] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will assess the diplomatic implications of reports of anti-
Semitic, Islamophobic, racist and anti-refugee hate speech during the recent march in 
Warsaw to mark Poland’s Independence Day. 

Alan Duncan: Her Majesty's Government strongly condemns all types of hate 
speech and we encourage all countries to investigate and tackle any reported 
incidents of hate speech. The UK and Poland have worked together on 
combatting hate crime through a joint workshop in London in 2017 and by co-
hosting an expert panel at an Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe event in September 2016. Our Embassy in Warsaw is in contact with local 
NGOs who monitor incidents of hate crime. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-20/114569/  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

  
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  
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Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  
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