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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Mann (528) Tackling antisemitism on university campuses – That this House 
believes that university campuses should be a safe space for all students no matter their 
race, religion, sexuality or gender; welcomes the change of leadership in the National 
Union of Students (NUS); notes the improved relations between Jewish students and 
their representative body, the Union of Jewish Students and the current NUS president; 
further notes the need for a consistent approach by the NUS and vice-chancellors to deal 
with antisemitism and other forms of racism on campus; encourages universities and 
student unions to consult the Universities UK and NUS guidance on external speakers in 
order to inform their approach to managing difficult events on campus; further believes 
that the higher education sector has a duty to facilitate reporting systems and encourage 
reporting from students subjected to abuse on campus; calls on universities to put 
procedures in place to address violent protests; and further calls on universities to adopt 
the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/528  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Bedouin 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2737] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding reports of the 
repeated demolitions of the Bedouin village of Al Araqib. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities, we are closely following the debate around the issue of 
unresolved Bedouin land claims, unrecognised Bedouin villages in the Negev and 
lack of basic services. We encourage the Israeli authorities and Bedouin 
communities to engage in dialogue to agree a satisfactory solution to the issue, 
respecting the rights of the people affected. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/528
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2737/  
 

Israeli Settlements 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2738] To ask Her Majesty's Government what is 
their assessment of the remarks by Senior Palestinian official Hanan Ashrawi, that Israeli 
plans to incorporate West Bank settlement blocs around Jerusalem into the city “could kill 
hopes for an independent Palestinian state". 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is gravely concerned about the Greater 
Jerusalem Bill and the proposals that it contains to incorporate West Bank 
settlement blocs within the municipal boundary of Jerusalem. If passed, this 
legislation could undermine prospects for a two-state solution. Our Ambassador to 
Tel Aviv raised our concerns about the Bill with the Israeli authorities on 26 
October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2738/  
 

Israeli Settlements 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2739] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel following reports that plans 
will shortly be approved for 500 Israeli settlement units in the Ramat Shlomo 
neighbourhood and 200 in neighbouring Ramot. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised these specific proposals 
with the Israeli authorities, when the Prime Minister met Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu on 2 November, she reiterated our opposition to illegal settlement 
activity and the absolute need for a peace agreement based on a two-state 
solution. We regularly raise our grave concerns on this issue with the Government 
of Israel and we urge it to reverse its policy of settlement expansion. On 20 
October the Foreign Secretary issued a statement condemning advancement by 
the Israeli authorities of 2,900 settlement units across the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2739/  
 

Israeli Settlements 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2740] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel following that government’s 
pledge to provide $230 million for West Bank roads and infrastructure development. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities, when the Prime Minister met Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 
on 2 November, she reiterated our opposition to illegal settlement activity. The 
UK’s position on settlements is clear. They are illegal under international law, 
present an obstacle to peace, and threaten the physical viability of a two-state 
solution. On 20 October the Foreign Secretary issued a statement condemning 
the advancement by the Israeli authorities of 2,900 settlement units across the 
West Bank. We are gravely concerned by the announcement of further funding for 
settlement infrastructure in the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2740/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-settlement-units-in-
the-west-bank--2  
 

Gaza: Radiotherapy 
Baroness Tonge  (Non-affiliated)  [HL2742]  To  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government  what  
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discussions they have had with (1) the government of Israel, and (2) the Palestinian 
authority, concerning the need to provide radiotherapy equipment in Gaza. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not discussed this issue with either 
the Israeli authorities or the Palestinian Authority (PA),  we are supporting the  UN 
Access Coordination Unit. This unit works with the Israeli Government, PA and aid 
agencies to facilitate the transfer of humanitarian goods including some medical 
equipment and supplies. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-31/HL2742/  
 

Israel: Visits Abroad 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2970] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
meetings have recently taken place between the Secretary of State for International 
Development and officials of the government of Israel; and whether those meetings were 
classified as official departmental business. 

Lord Bates: My Rt Hon Friend the member for Witham (Ms Patel) resigned as 
Secretary of State for International Development on 8 November. I refer to the 
statement made by my Rt Hon Friend on 6 November. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-06/HL2970/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-international-development-
secretary-priti-patel  

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-08846 John Mason (SNP): Religious Persecution #RedWednesday – That the 
Parliament notes the #RedWednesday event being held on 22 November across 
Scotland and around the world to stand in solidarity with persecuted Christians and all who 
suffer for their peacefully held beliefs; understands that a week of events will take place 
from 19 to 26 November to raise awareness of religious persecution; further notes that the 
#RedWednesday campaign honours Christians and other faith groups who suffer and die 
due to their faith; welcomes the participation of churches and others across Scotland, led 
especially by Aid to the Church in Need and Christian Solidarity Worldwide; further notes 
that anyone can get involved by simply wearing red, and hopes that the #RedWednesday 
campaign will achieve its aim of respect and tolerance for people of faith and between 
different faith traditions. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&Ref
erenceNumbers=S5M-08846 

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
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Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
** closes in 9 days 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  
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