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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-08799 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): World’s First Catholic-Jewish School 
Campus – That the Parliament sends its hearty congratulations to the world’s first joint 
faith campus in Eastwood’s Newton Mearns; notes that the campus was officially opened 
by Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis and Bishop John Keenan on 8 November 2017; further 
notes that St Clare’s Primary School and Calderwood Lodge will respectively provide 
Catholic and Jewish denominational schooling alongside a non-denominational nursery 
class; understands that a significant proportion of the pupils at Scotland’s only Jewish 
primary school are Muslim; welcomes the significant £17 million investment in providing a 
joint campus with its shared central amphitheatre, outdoor obstacle trails and two 
sports pitches, among other facilities; pays tribute to the "togetherness" of the 
Eastwood constituency, where people of all religions do not simply coexist but work 
together as one to ensure Eastwood’s continued prosperity, and wishes the campus’s 
first students every success as they set out on a lifetime of learning. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-08799 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East: Human Rights 
Richard Burden (Labour) [111002] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, whether his Department funds human rights organisations in 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories; and if he will make a statement. 

Alistair Burt: The Government supports a range of organisations and projects in 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories focussed on human rights, 
dialogue and coexistence, in line with our policy objective of supporting a two-
state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-02/111002/  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08799
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08799
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-02/111002/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-02/111002/
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Economic Situation 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2725] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the action necessary to reverse the process of de-
development in Gaza. 

Lord Bates: There is an urgent need to address the terrible situation in Gaza. The 
UN recently reported that that the water, economic and health situation has 
deteriorated even faster than feared in the 2012 assessment that predicted that 
Gaza would be unliveable not be fit to live in by 2020. The Rt Hon Alistair Burt, 
Minister of State for International Development, visited Gaza on 21 August and 
saw the extent of this first hand. Improvements in infrastructure, employment, 
energy and water are the priorities essential to improve living conditions. The UK 
will continue to urge all the parties to prioritise progress towards reaching a 
durable solution for Gaza and to take the necessary practical steps to improve 
conditions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-30/HL2725/  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2726] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
projection they have made of the percentage of people in Gaza who will need 
humanitarian aid in 2018; and how that aid will be delivered. 

Lord Bates: The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs’ (UN 
OCHA) 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) assessed that 58% (1.1 million 
out of 1.9 million) of Gaza’s population are acutely vulnerable and in need of 
humanitarian assistance in 2017. A new 2018 HRP will be published later this 
year. International humanitarian aid for Gaza is delivered by a range of UN 
agencies and NGOs, coordinated by UN OCHA. The UK will support 
approximately 1 million Gazans by providing clean water, rehabilitating sanitation 
facilities and promoting hygiene standards to stop the spread of disease through 
the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). UK funding is also supporting basic 
service delivery, humanitarian access, enabling reconstruction efforts and 
investing in job creation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-30/HL2726/  
 
 

United Nations 

Fourth Committee Concludes Its Work, Approving 9 Middle East Related Drafts Out 
of 10 Submitted for Adoption by General Assembly 
…  the Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization) approved 10 draft 
resolutions … of which 9 related to Israeli practices in the occupied Arab territories and 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA).  
The Committee approved … a draft resolution titled “Assistance to Palestine refugees” 
(document A/C.4/72/L.17). 
By that text, the General Assembly would express grave concern at the difficult situation 
of Palestine refugees under occupation, in particular those in the Gaza Strip, underlining 
the importance of assistance and urgent reconstruction efforts there. … 
The Committee also approved … a draft titled “Persons displaced as a result of the 
June 1967 and subsequent hostilities” (document A/C.4/72/L.18). 
By the terms of that text,  the  General  Assembly  would  reaffirm  the right of all persons  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-30/HL2725/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-30/HL2725/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-30/HL2726/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-30/HL2726/
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displaced as a result of the June 1967 and subsequent hostilities to return to their homes 
or former places of residence. … 
… the Committee approved a draft titled “Operations of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East” (document A/C.4/72/L.19), by 
which the General Assembly would express deep concern about the Agency’s critical 
financial situation … 
The Committee went on to approve a draft titled “Palestine refugees’ properties and their 
revenues” (document A/C.4/71/L.20) … 
By that text, the General Assembly would request that the Secretary-General take all 
appropriate steps to protect Arab property, assets and property rights in Israel.  Further, it 
would call upon Israel to render all facilities and assistance to the Secretary-General for 
the resolution’s implementation and call upon all parties concerned to provide the 
Secretary-General with any pertinent information concerning such property in Israel. … 
The Committee also approved a draft resolution titled “Work of the Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and 
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories” (document A/C.4/72/L.21) … By that text, the 
General Assembly would request the Special Committee to continue investigating Israeli 
policies and practices in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, especially violations of the 
Geneva Convention, and to consult with the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) in order to ensure safeguards for the welfare and human rights of the 
peoples of the occupied territories.  … 
The Committee then approved … a draft titled “Applicability of the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the other occupied Arab 
territories” (document A/C.4/72/L.22). 
By that draft, the General Assembly would demand that Israel accept the de jure 
applicability of the Geneva Convention in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, and that it 
comply scrupulously with the provisions of the Convention. … 
[The Committee approved] a draft titled “Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian Golan” (document 
A/C.4/72/L.23) … 
According to that text, the General Assembly would condemn acts of violence, 
destruction, harassment, provocation and incitement by Israeli settlers in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. … 
[The Committee approved] a draft titled “Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the 
Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem” 
(document A/C.4/72/L.24) … 
By that text, the Assembly would demand that Israel cease all practices and actions 
violating the human rights of the Palestinian people, including the killing and injury of 
civilians, the arbitrary detention and imprisonment of civilians, forced displacement, and 
any obstruction of humanitarian assistance, among others. … 
The Committee went on to approve a draft titled “The occupied Syrian Golan” (document 
A/C.4/72/L.25) … By its terms, the General Assembly would call upon Israel to comply 
with the relevant resolutions on the occupied Syrian Golan, in particular Security Council 
resolution 497 (1981), by which the Council determined that Israel’s decision to impose 
its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syrian Golan was null and void, 
and without international legal effect, demanding that Israel rescind its decision. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaspd657.doc.htm  
 
Assistance to Palestine refugees (A/C.4/72/L.17) 
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.17  
 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaspd657.doc.htm
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.17
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Persons displaced as a result of the June 1967 and subsequent hostilities (A/C.4/72/L.18) 
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.18  
 

Operations of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East (A/C.4/72/L.19) 
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.19 
 

Palestine refugees’ properties and their revenues (A/C.4/71/L.20)  
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.20  
 

Work of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights 
of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories (A/C.4/72/L.21) 
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.21 
 

Applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and the other occupied Arab territories” (A/C.4/72/L.22) 
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.22 
 

Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 
and the occupied Syrian Golan (A/C.4/72/L.23)  
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.23  
 

Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the Palestinian people in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem (A/C.4/72/L.24)  
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.24  
 

The occupied Syrian Golan (A/C.4/72/L.25) 
http://undocs.org/A/C.4/72/L.25 

TOP 

 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  
 

Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 

Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
 

Justice Committee, Stage 1 evidence session 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11180&i=101933#ScotParlOR  
 

TOP 
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http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11180&i=101933#ScotParlOR
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 
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