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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Office for Students 
Andrew Percy (Conservative) [110676] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, 
whether the remit of the Office for Students will include anti-discrimination on campus. 

Joseph Johnson: The government has published a consultation on behalf of the 
new Office for Students (OfS) regarding the regulation of the higher education 
sector. It proposes that, in its regulatory approach, the OfS will look to ensure that 
all students, from all backgrounds can access, succeed in, and progress from 
higher education 
Higher Education (HE) providers are autonomous organisations, independent 
from Government, and they already have responsibilities to ensure that they 
provide a safe, inclusive environment, including legal obligations under the 
Equality Act 2010 (the Act) to ensure that students do not face discrimination. 
The OfS, like some HE providers, will also have obligations under the Public 
Sector Equality Duty in part 11 of the Act. This includes a requirement that the 
OfS, when exercising its functions, has due regard to the need to: eliminate 
unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and any other unlawful 
conduct in the Act, advance equality of opportunity, and foster good relations in 
relation to protected characteristics. 
In addition, in September 2015 the government asked Universities UK (UUK) to 
set up a Harassment Taskforce, composed of university leaders, student 
representatives and academic experts, to consider what more can be done to 
address harassment and hate crime on campus. The taskforce published its 
report, ‘Changing the Culture’, in October 2016, which sets out that universities 
should embed a zero-tolerance approach to sexual harassment and hate crime. 
This includes hate crime or harassment on the basis of religion or belief, such as 
antisemitism and Islamophobia. The Higher Education Funding Council for 
England is currently working with UUK to test the sector’s response to the 
Taskforce’s recommendations and the results of this will be published early in 
2018. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-31/110676/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Immigration Controls 
Richard Burden (Labour) [110756] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effect of Israel's border 
restrictions and permit system on urgent medical care for patients in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Alistair Burt: While we have not raised this specific issue, we have consistently 
called on the Israeli Government to ease movement and access restrictions in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. We are supporting the UN Access Coordination 
Unit who work with the Israeli Government, Palestinian Authority and aid agencies 
to facilitate the transfer of humanitarian goods including medical equipment and 
supplies. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110756/ 
 

Israel: Visas 
Chi Onwurah (Labour) [110921] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 10 October to Question 10164, what 
the Government's position on Israel's 27th amendment to its Entry into Israel Law. 

Alistair Burt: It is for Israel to decide its immigration policy. We have updated our 
Travel Advice recommending that concerned UK nationals contact the Israeli 
Embassy for further information. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110921/  
 

Palestinians: Human Rights 
Caroline Lucas (green) [111192] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the 
Balfour declaration in protecting the civil and religious right of non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine. 

Alistair Burt: While we are proud that the UK played a role in helping to make a 
Jewish homeland a reality, we also understand and respect the sensitivities many 
have about the Balfour Declaration. Balfour remains unfinished business. That is 
why we are committed to ensuring that the whole of Balfour is fulfilled, through a 
two-state solution which provides security and justice for both Israelis and 
Palestinians. Our focus now is on encouraging the parties to take steps which 
bring them closer to peace. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-02/111192/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: Gaza 
Lord Ahmed (Non-affiliated) [HL2776] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding the need for 
tunnels to be used in the Gaza area to provide food and medicine to the people of Gaza. 

Lord Bates: The UK believes any imported food and medicine should be provided 
through established Gaza crossing points. We remain deeply concerned by 
attempts to rearm and rebuild militant infrastructure, including the tunnel network 
in Gaza.  This   activity  undermines  efforts to  improve the  situation  in Gaza and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110756/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110756/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110921/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110921/
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harms the prospects for peace and stability in the Middle East. We have a regular 
dialogue with the Israeli Government about its security concerns in Gaza. We also 
consistently call on the Israeli Government to ease movement and access 
restrictions covering the import of goods. Additionally, we have encouraged the 
Palestinian Authority to ensure their policy in Gaza, which has included 
restrictions on the shipment of medical supplies, does not unnecessarily affect the 
civilian population. The UK is a long-term supporter of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA), which provides basic 
services to 1.3 million people in Gaza, including basic health care. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2776/  
 

 

United Nations 

Fourth Committee Approves 3 Decolonization-Linked Draft Resolutions, as 
It Concludes General Debate on Israeli Practices in Occupied Arab Lands 
… the Committee concluded its general debate on the report of the Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and 
Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories. 
During that discussion, Israel’s representative described that report as “the product of an 
illegitimate, prejudiced mandate”.  He noted that it did not mention the steps his country 
was taking to help residents of the Gaza Strip, although Israel was working closely with 
the United Nations to facilitate the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism.  It also neglected to 
mention the significant humanitarian aid supplied by Israel to victims of the ongoing war 
in Syria.  As such, Israel rejected the Special Committee, its mandate and its work, he 
said. 
However, several delegates urged Israel to respond to the international community and 
to the Special Committee’s report.  Turkey’s representative called upon Israel 
immediately to cease all its settlement activity as well as its demolition of homes, 
confiscation of lands and other actions denying Palestinians the right to 
development.  She further cautioned that attempts to change the historical status of 
Haram al-Sharif, increasing violations against its sanctity and measures in violation of the 
freedom of worship would jeopardize peaceful coexistence. 
Echoing that sentiment, Jordan’s representative also drew attention to Israel’s actions 
relating to Haram al-Sharif and Al-Aqsa Mosque, saying they represented provocations 
against the entire Islamic world and violated international law that called for observing 
respect for holy places.  Emphasizing her country’s stewardship of Haram al-Sharif, she 
condemned actions aimed at changing Jerusalem’s existing status and 
character.  Jordan called upon the international community, especially the large Powers, 
to move the Israeli-Palestinian conflict onto a peace track leading to negotiations. … 
… Egypt’s representative called for resumption of the peace process and for cessation of 
any unilateral measures that could endanger the two-State approach. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaspd656.doc.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Persistent antisemitism data collection gaps limit progress 
The EU Agency for Fundamental Rights continues to point to the problems of limited data  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2776/
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in its latest annual overview of antisemitism data from across the EU, as it remembers 
the wave of violent anti-Jewish events of 'Kristallnacht' on 9 November 1938. Without 
such data, efforts to combat antisemitism will remain general and untargeted. 
This latest report, Antisemitism: Overview of data available in the European Union 
2006–2016, reveals how official data on reported antisemitic incidents in 2016 were 
missing in 11 EU Member States. Large-scale under-reporting by victims and different 
national approaches to data collection combine to frustrate efforts to understand the 
extent, nature and characteristics of antisemitism across the EU that policy makers need. 
Nevertheless, in some Member States Jewish and general population surveys have been 
carried out, albeit using different approaches. Combined with the data that does exist, 
they show that antisemitism remains a serious concern which requires action. 
Therefore, greater efforts to tackling under-reporting by encouraging victims and 
witnesses to report antisemitism is key. In addition, authorities need systems in place to 
record such incidents. 
Data collection on hate crime, including antisemitism at the national level also needs 
improving. Here FRA’s compendium of practices for combating hate crime which has 
examples of how some Member States are recording hate crime could help. FRA also 
assists Member States in improving recording and data collection of hate crime, within 
the EU’s High Level Group on combating Racism, Xenophobia and other forms of 
Intolerance. 
National victimisation surveys, similar to the one the Agency carried out among Jews in 
the EU in 2012 and is repeating in 2018, can also guide Member States in the fight 
against antisemitism. 
Education also has a vital role to play in fostering tolerance and challenging 
prejudices. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2017/persistent-antisemitism-data-collection-gaps-limit-progress  
 
Antisemitism: Overview of data available in the European Union 2006–2016 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2017-antisemitism-update-2006-
2016_en.pdf 
 
 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

Occupational requirements set by religious organisations are subject to judicial 
review with respect to alleged unlawful discrimination on the basis of belief 
The national courts are obliged to a balance the right of the organisation to autonomy 
and self determination against the right of the employee or prospective employee not to 
be discriminated against on the basis of belief. … 
First, Advocate General Tanchev considers that an employer, such as the Evangelisches 
Werk für Diakonie und Entwicklung, or the church on its behalf, may not itself 
authoritatively determine whether adherence by an applicant to a specified religion, by 
reason of the nature of the activities in question or of the context in which they are 
carried out, constitutes a genuine, legitimate and justified occupational requirement, 
having regard to the employer/church’s ethos. … 
Second, the Advocate General is of the opinion that the Bundesarbeitsgericht, in 
assessing whether adherence to a particular religion for given activities is a genuine, 
legitimate and justified occupational requirement, having regard to the nature of the 
activities or of the context in which they are carried out, along with the organisation’s 
ethos, is obliged to take account of the following: 

 the right of religious organisations to autonomy and self-determination is a 
fundamental right that is recognised and protected under EU law. The Directive, 
and in particular its reference to the ‘ethos’ of religious organisations, is to be  
 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/hate-crime/compendium-practices
http://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2017/subgroup-methodologies-recording-and-collecting-data-hate-crime
http://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2017/second-fra-survey-discrimination-and-hate-crime-against-jews
http://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2017/second-fra-survey-discrimination-and-hate-crime-against-jews
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2017/persistent-antisemitism-data-collection-gaps-limit-progress
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2017-antisemitism-update-2006-2016_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2017-antisemitism-update-2006-2016_en.pdf
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interpreted in conformity with this fundamental right; 

 Member States have a wide but not unlimited margin of appreciation with respect 
to occupational activities for which religion or belief amounts to genuine, legitimate 
and justified occupational requirements, by reason of the nature of the activities 
and the context in which they are carried out; 

 the Directive is to be implemented in such a way that the model selected by 
individual Member States for the conduct of relations between churches and 
religious associations or communities and the State, is to be respected and not 
prejudiced; 

 the word ‘justified’ in the Directive requires analysis of whether occupational 
requirements entailing direct discrimination on the grounds of religion or belief are 
appropriately adapted to protection of the right … to autonomy and self-
determination … 

 the words ‘genuine, legitimate’ in the Directive require analysis of the proximity of 
the activities in question … 

 the impact, in terms of proportionality, on the legitimate aim of securing the effet 
utile of the prohibition on discrimination on the basis of religion or belief, is to be 
weighed against the right of the [religious organisation] to its autonomy and self-
determination … 

To read the full press release see 
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-11/cp170117en.pdf  
 

To read the full Opinion see 
http://tinyurl.com/ycrel24n  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  
 

Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-11/cp170117en.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/ycrel24n
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation
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Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  
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