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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Antisemitism: Convictions 
Gregory Campbell (DUP) [110765] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many 
people have been convicted of offences as a result of anti-Semitic views in each of the 
last three years. 

Dominic Raab: The information requested is not held centrally and could only be 
obtained at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110765/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Hate Crime 
Lord Carlile of Berriew (Non-affiliated) [HL2323] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
what measures they are taking to counter the recent increase in hate crimes. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: In 2016/17 there were 80,393 police recorded 
hate crimes; a 29% increase on the 62,518 recorded in 2015/16. This increase in 
recorded hate crime is likely to reflect a combination a factors including a genuine 
rise in hate crime around the time of the EU Referendum and Westminster Bridge 
terrorist attack, improved identification and recording of hate crimes by the police, 
and greater willingness of victims to come forward. 
The cross-Government Hate Crime Action Plan was published in July 2016 and 
focuses on the following five key issues: 

 preventing hate crime by challenging beliefs and attitudes; 

 responding to hate crime within our communities; 

 increasing the reporting of hate crime; 

 improving support for victims of hate crime; and 

 building our understanding of hate crime. 
The Government will continue to deliver against the commitments under the 
action plan, including working alongside the police, Crown Prosecution Service 
and other stakeholders to tackle hate crime and provide support to victims. 
Measures  include  funding to places of  worship that have been targets for,  or are  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110765/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110765/
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vulnerable to hate crime, for protective security measures such as CCTV or 
fencing. 
The Home Office will also be funding seven local community projects this year that 
will tackle hate crime. They will work with actual and potential victims and 
perpetrators, to raise awareness, increase reporting, and challenge perceptions, 
as well as helping front line staff to provide support to victims of hate crime. 
The Home Secretary announced on the 8 October the creation of a new national 
online hate crime hub that will be run by officers for the National Police Chiefs 
Council (NPCC). The national hub’s main aim is to improve the police response to 
hate crime online. The hub will streamline and simplify current processes, avoid 
duplication and reduce the burden of online hate crime investigation on local 
forces. The hub is expected to be operational before the end of the year. 
The hate crime action plan will be refreshed in 2018. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2323/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Crispin Blunt (507) Boosting religious and ethnic mixing in schools – That this 
House recognises the major contribution children and young people mixing with those 
from different backgrounds makes towards breaking down barriers and building trust in 
society; and urges that the 50 per cent of religious discrimination in admissions cap at 
faith free schools in England be continued in the interests of boosting integration and 
community cohesion. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/507  

TOP 

 
 

Holocaust 

United Nations 

On Anne Frank Diary Anniversary, Students to Take Part in Interactive Holocaust 
Education Programme, Learn about Plight of Today’s Refugees, Migrants 
… Organized by the United Nations Education Outreach Section, From Desperation to 
Inspiration: The Seventieth Anniversary of the Anne Frank Diary aims to increase 
students’ awareness of the Holocaust and its devastating impact on the Jewish 
community while helping them understand the plight of refugees and migrants in today’s 
world.  … 
The event will honour the legacy of Anne Frank, a young Jewish girl who wrote a diary of 
her experiences while hiding from the Nazis in Amsterdam during the Second World 
War.  Between 1942 and 1944, while living in an attic with her family, Anne transferred 
her fears and feelings onto paper until she was deported to the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp, where she died in 1945 at age 15. … 
To prepare for the event, students will discuss excerpts from four diaries or memoirs 
written by other young people whose lives have been impacted by discrimination and 
conflict: The Diary of Mary Berg: Growing up in the Warsaw Ghetto; The Diary of Petr 
Ginz: 1941-1942; Zlata's Diary: A Child's Life in Sarajevo, by Zlata Filipovic; and Left To 
Tell: Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust, by Immaculée Ilibagiza. 
Students will also observe the 9 November 1938 pogrom against the Jewish people 
known as “Kristallnacht”, or the “Night of Broken Glass”, the two-day surge of violence 
that tore  through  Jewish  communities  throughout  Nazi  Germany and areas  under the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2323/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2323/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/507
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party’s control on 9 November and 10 November 1938. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/note6508.doc.htm  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Gaza: Egypt 
Richard Burden (Labour) [110794] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his Egyptian 
counterpart on opening the Rafah crossing to the Gaza Strip. 

Alistair Burt: Officials from our Embassy in Cairo last discussed the Rafah 
Crossing with the Egyptian government in October 2017. We continue to urge 
Egypt to show maximum flexibility in opening the Rafah crossing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110794/ 
 

West Bank: Hospitals 
Lilian Greenwood (Labour) [110862] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterparts on 
accountability for attacks on medical teams by Israeli forces, including the recent raid of 
al Makassed hospital in East Jerusalem. 

Alistair Burt: While we have not raised this issue specifically, we are clear that 
medical staff should have the protection that allows them to do their jobs in safety. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110862/ 
 

Israel: Immigration Controls 
Lilian Greenwood (Labour) [110863] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart 
on medical exit permits for patients needing to leave Gaza, including cancer patients. 

Alistair Burt: While we have not raised this specific issue, we have consistently 
called on the Israeli Government to ease movement and access restrictions in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. We are supporting the UN Access Coordination 
Unit who work with the Israeli Government, Palestinian Authority (PA) and aid 
agencies to facilitate the transfer of humanitarian goods including medical 
equipment and supplies. We are aware that Israeli hospitals do treat Palestinian 
patients following referrals from the PA. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110863/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated_ [HL2400] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of reports that olive crops on Palestinian land are subject to 
wide-scale theft in those areas that are designated by the Israeli army as closed security 
zones and therefore closed to farmers; and what representations they have made to the 
government of Israel concerning such thefts. 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/note6508.doc.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110794/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110794/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110862/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110862/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110863/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-01/110863/
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Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not made any assessment on this 
issue, on 11 October our Consulate-General in Jerusalem launched its 2017 Olive 
Harvest campaign in the Cremisan Valley near Bethlehem. The campaign aims to 
raise awareness about the problems faced by Palestinian communities in Area C, 
particularly around access to their land and settler expansion. While we have not 
specifically raised reports of theft, our Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised our concern 
with the Israeli authorities on settler violence and urged a protective presence in 
the context of the olive harvest. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2400/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2401] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the report by the Palestinian Prisoners’ Society, Al-
Mezan Center for Human Rights, Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights 
Association and the Prisoners’ Affairs Commission, published on 17 October, which 
concluded that the Israeli “policy of field executions and shooting to kill … is a deliberate 
and systematic policy approved at the highest levels”; and what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning that report. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not made any assessment on this issue. 
While we have not raised this specific issue, we do have an ongoing dialogue with 
the Israeli authorities in order to understand their rules of engagement and 
express our concerns where necessary. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2401/  

 

The report referred to above does not appear to be available online. 
 

Israeli Settlements: Hebron 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2402] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel concerning reports that 
Israel has approved 31 new settlement units to be built in Hebron, which will increase the 
settler population by 20 per cent. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: On 20 October the Foreign Secretary issued a 
statement condemning advancement by the Israeli authorities for 2,900 settlement 
units across the West Bank. We are gravely concerned by the approval of 
settlement construction permits in Hebron for the first time in 15 years. The British 
Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the issue with the Israeli authorities on 17 October. 
Settlements are illegal under international law and undermine both the physical 
viability of the two-state solution and perceptions of Israel’s commitment to it. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2402/  

 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-settlement-units-in-
the-west-bank--2  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2403] To ask Her Majesty's Government what is 
their response to the letter dated 27 September from Lawyers for Palestinian Human 
Rights to Alistair Burt MP, Minister of State for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
concerning the forcible transfer of two Palestinian villages in the occupied West Bank 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Minister for the Middle East and North Africa 
wrote to the Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights on 11 October. He informed 
them that the Government is gravely concerned about continued demolition of 
Palestinian property by the Israeli authorities including  proposals to  demolish the  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2400/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2400/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2401/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2401/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2402/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2402/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-settlement-units-in-the-west-bank--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-settlement-units-in-the-west-bank--2
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Bedouin villages of Khan al-Ahmar and Susiya. The UK has repeatedly called on 
Israeli authorities to halt proposals to demolish these communities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2403/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2405] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of reports that a letter will be sent from the governments of 
Belgium and seven other EU countries to the government of Israel demanding 
compensation from Israel for the demolition of new school facilities for Bedouin 
communities in the occupied West Bank; whether they (1) were asked, and (2) 
considered, signing that letter; and what representations they intend to make to the 
government of Israel concerning that demand. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK was not asked to sign a letter requesting 
compensation for Israeli demolition of school facilities for Bedouin communities in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We understand from press reports that the 
letter relates to a group of international donors to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories Humanitarian Pooled Fund, of which the UK is not part. Officials from 
our Embassy in Tel Aviv have, however, repeatedly raised our concerns about 
demolitions with Israeli Ministers and senior officials, and urged them to cease this 
counter-productive policy. We remain gravely concerned by Israeli proposals to 
relocate Bedouin population from the E1 area of the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2405/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

This is how we supported Palestinian communities that are affected by Israeli settlements 
this #oliveharvest season. #RightToHarvest 

 

https://twitter.com/UKinJerusalem/status/926389949682864128 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2403/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2403/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2405/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2405/
https://twitter.com/UKinJerusalem/status/926389949682864128
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Department for International Development 

Statement from International Development Secretary Priti Patel 
“This summer I travelled to Israel, on a family holiday paid for myself. 
“While away I had the opportunity to meet a number of people and organisations. I am 
publishing a list of who I met.  The Foreign and Commonwealth Office was aware of my 
visit while it was underway . 
“In hindsight, I can see how my enthusiasm to engage in this way could be mis-read, and 
how meetings were set up and reported in a way which did not accord with the usual 
procedures. I am sorry for this and I apologise for it. 
“My first and only aim as the Secretary of State for International Development is to put 
the interests of British taxpayers and the world’s poor at the front of our development 
work.” … 
The meetings were arranged by the Conservative Peer, Lord Polak CBE. He also 
attended the meetings, with the exception of the meeting with Dr Aliza Inbal. 
The FCO were aware of the visit while it was underway, but were not informed about it in 
advance. 
On her return from Israel, the Secretary of State commissioned Departmental work on 
humanitarian and development partnership between Israel and the UK, and on disability. 
The FCO are clear that UK interests were not damaged or affected by the meetings on 
this visit. … 
On Friday 3rd November, the Secretary of State was quoted in the Guardian newspaper 
as follows: “Boris knew about the visit. The point is that the Foreign Office did know 
about this, Boris knew about [the trip].” 
This quote may have given the impression that the Secretary of State had informed the 
Foreign Secretary about the visit in advance. The Secretary of State would like to take 
this opportunity to clarify that this was not the case. The Foreign Secretary did become 
aware of the visit, but not in advance of it. … 
The Secretary of State regrets the lack of precision in the wording she used in these 
statements, and is taking this opportunity to clarify the position. 
List of those the Secretary of State met 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
Introductory meeting. Discussion of: 

 the Secretary of State’s family background – parents who fled Uganda in the 
1970s, her experience growing up in an area of the UK with a thriving Jewish 
community, her political journey 

 the Israeli domestic political scene 

 India, given the Secretary of State’s family background 

 the PM’s forthcoming visit to the UK 

 prospects for closer collaboration between Israel and the UK on development and 
humanitarian issues. 

Yuval Rotem – Israeli Foreign Ministry 
General introduction on the Secretary of State’s background, discussion of British 
politics, Israel’s approach to development and humanitarian issues, and prospects for 
partnership work between Israel and the UK on development and humanitarian issues. 
Gilad Erdan - Minister for Public Security, Information and Strategic Affairs 
General introduction on the Secretary of State’s background. Discussion of British 
politics, growing anti-Semitism within the British political scene, and a cultural festival in 
London. 
Yair Lapid – Leader of Yesh Atid 
General introduction. Discussion of backgrounds, families and careers to date. General 
discussion of British politics, including the growing anti-Semitism within UK politics. 
IsraAID – emergency humanitarian aid NGO … 
Pears Programme for Global Innovation … 
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Mitrelli Group … 
Save a Child’s Heart … 
Galilee International Management Institute … 
Meeting with a group of startups with a focus on Africa … 
Wheelchairs of Hope … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-international-development-
secretary-priti-patel  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-08599.1 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): Legacy of the Balfour Declaration 100 
Years On – As an amendment to motion S5M-08599 in the name of Sandra White 
(Legacy of the Balfour Declaration 100 Years On), leave out from ""; notes the reported" 
to end and insert "or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country'; 
believes that the highest aims of the Balfour Declaration have been achieved on this its 
100th anniversary; pays tribute to the memory of Arthur James Balfour and believes that 
his declaration is symbolic of Scotland and Israel's historic ties, which it considers should 
be built upon in this centenary year; highlights what it sees as the importance given to 
minority rights in democratic Israel, with the country's declaration of independence 
granting 'all Israel’s inhabitants equality of social and political rights irrespective 
of religion, race or gender'; considers that this is symbolised by the growth of the Arab-
Israeli population, which saw 200,000 Arabs who did not flee during the 1948 War of 
Independence being absorbed into Israeli society as equal citizens and whose 
descendants make up Israel’s 1.7 million-strong Arab minority today; contrasts this to 
what it understands was the expulsion of over 800,000 Jews from countries in the Middle 
East and North Africa following the UN decision to partition Palestine into Jewish and 
Arab states in 1947; further contrasts this to the treatment of minorities, especially 
Christians, in neighbouring Middle Eastern countries, which have been reported as 
having seen their populations fall since 1948; believes that, thanks to protection for 
minorities guaranteed under the Israeli declaration of independence, Israel's Christian 
population has grown significantly; challenges the proposition that Gaza is under so-
called military occupation, given that the then Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, 
unilaterally withdrew the Israeli Defence Force and forcibly removed Israeli citizens living 
in Gaza in 2005; takes the view that the terrorist actions of Hamas have brought misery 
on ordinary Gazans who face military incursion as Israel, like any other country, takes 
what it sees as robust action to defend its citizens from indiscriminate terror; expresses 
concern that the Hamas regime has  continued to govern without further elections since 
2006; calls on supporters of the Palestinians and others to speak up against what it 
believes has been the abuse of their human rights by a notably corrupt Hamas 
leadership; trusts that the centenary of the Balfour Declaration will be commemorated 
and celebrated as a key moment in the creation of Israel, and acknowledges and pays 
tribute to its Scottish author, Lord Balfour." 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-08599.1  
 

The motion to which the above is an amendment can be read at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-08599 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-international-development-secretary-priti-patel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-international-development-secretary-priti-patel
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08599.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08599.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08599
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08599
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United Nations 

Commissioner-General Says Palestine Refugee Agency Could Not Get More 
Equitable Share of Regular Budget, as Fourth Committee Begins General Debate 
on Its Work 
In spite of broad support from Member States, the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) had been unable to gain 
access to a more equitable share of the United Nations regular budget, its 
Commissioner-General told the Fourth Committee (Special Political and 
Decolonization)  …  
… Commissioner-General Pierre Krähenbühl said that progress had been made on plans 
to establish a World Bank trust fund for UNRWA, but it could not access to more of the 
United Nations budget.  However, the Agency would continue to diversify the voluntary 
donor base, he said, adding that he was encouraged by efforts under way to improve its 
financial stability.  Unfortunately, the remaining critical deficit of $77 million threatened to 
suspend vital programmes, he warned, urging collective action to address the shortfall … 
He went on to state that Palestine refugees found themselves at a truly difficult 
juncture.  “We cannot be indifferent to their pain and suffering,” he said.  “We must 
ensure that their plight is not forgotten in a world affected by so many other situations of 
armed conflict and crises.”  Conditions in refugee camps in the West Bank were dire and 
the blockade of the Gaza Strip had led to the world’s highest unemployment rates, a lack 
of electricity and clean water, and a scarcity of life-saving medical services, he said, 
adding that the conflict in Syria had splintered the once close-knit refugee community 
there. 
Among other remaining challenges remained was the safety of locally recruited staff — 
some of whom had been killed amid the violence in Syria and Gaza — which was crucial 
for the proper functioning of UNRWA, he emphasized.  Neutrality was also key to the 
integrity of its operations. … 
… the observer for the State of Palestine said one delegation continued to oppose any 
action towards a regular budget allocation for UNRWA.  As such, no understanding could 
be reached on allowing progress towards larger assessed contributions to fund essential 
operating costs.  … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaspd653.doc.htm  

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Lord Alton of Wimbledon (Crossbench) [HL2309] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
whether they plan to mark International Freedom of Religion or Belief day on 27 
October; whether they will publish details of those countries responsible for violations of 
Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; and whether they intend to set 
out what progress has been made to ensure that upholding freedom of religion or belief 
is given a higher priority as a foreign affairs and development policy objective. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I issued a statement and video on social media 
marking International Religious Freedom Day (IRFD). In addition, instructions 
were sent asking all Embassies and High Commissions overseas to consider how 
they might mark the day in locally appropriate ways. To coincide with IRFD I have 
written  to Ambassadors  to  underline  the  importance of  Freedom of  Religion or  
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaspd653.doc.htm
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Belief (FoRB) and to re-issue our revised FoRB "toolkit" which supports our posts' 
work in this area. I was also pleased to speak at the launch on 25 October of a 
new report 'Article 18: From Rhetoric to Reality' by the All Party Parliamentary 
Group for International Freedom of Religion or Belief. 
The FCO does not keep a comprehensive and exhaustive record of those states 
we consider to be in breach of Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and therefore cannot publish the details requested. 
There are many examples to illustrate the fact that the FCO continues to afford a 
high priority to FoRB. We promote FoRB in many countries, including a number of 
our Human Rights Priority Countries where FoRB is under pressure. We do this 
through diplomatic channels, public statements and support for projects which 
promote tolerance. For example, during my recent visit to Bangladesh, I visited an 
Ahmadiyya mosque for a multi-faith event at which I spoke publicly of the 
importance of religious tolerance. I also met faith leaders during recent visits to 
India and Ghana. The UK Government frequently raises concerns with states 
where we see people face persecution or discrimination because of religion or 
belief. 
We also support the work of United Nations Special Procedures, such as the 
Special Rapporteur for FoRB, to hold countries to account. 
We are currently working to develop a new FoRB strategy which will include 
encouraging a sharper focus on FoRB issues by our posts overseas. On 23 
October, I hosted a roundtable to discuss with faith leaders and civil society how 
we might work together to promote FoRB. Our commemoration of International 
Human Rights Day in December, will focus on the role of faith leaders in 
promoting and protecting human rights, including FoRB. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2309/  

 

The FoRB "toolkit" referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/561516/Fr
eedom_of_Religion_or_Belief_Toolkit_-_2016.pdf  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  
 

Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2309/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2309/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/561516/Freedom_of_Religion_or_Belief_Toolkit_-_2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/561516/Freedom_of_Religion_or_Belief_Toolkit_-_2016.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx


 10 

 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
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