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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Out-of-school Education 
The following five questions all received the same answer 

Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL2301] To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimates 
they have made of the number of unregistered schools that serve (1) the strictly orthodox 
Charedi Jewish community; (2) Christian sects outside the established churches; and (3) 
those with Islamic beliefs. 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL2302] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
discussions they have had with Christian, Jewish and Muslim religious leaders in the past 
12 months about the issue of unregistered schools. 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL2303] To ask Her Majesty's Government what evidence 
they have of whether unregistered schools are failing to provide children with a broad 
and balanced curriculum as provided for in legislation. 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL2304] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
discussions they have had in the past 12 months with the Children's Commissioner, the 
Crown Prosecution Service, the Local Government Association and Chief Constables 
about unregistered schools; and what suggestions, if any, these parties have made for 
tackling the issues raised by unregistered schools. 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL2305] To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate 
they have made of the number of children aged five to 16 years old who attend an 
unregistered state or independent school. 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: National statistics on the number of unregistered schools 
that serve the faiths stated in the question are not held centrally. Neither are 
details on the nature of the curriculum. However, we know from Ofsted’s Annual 
Report 2015/16 that at the time of publication, about a third of the settings 
inspected were associated with particular faith groups and were found to be 
deliberately teaching a restricted, faith-based curriculum. 
The annual report is available via the attached document. The section on 
unregistered schools begins at paragraph 251. 
The Government has had numerous discussions with a range of faith groups 
covering a number of matters, but no specific conversations about unregistered 
schools with the unregistered schools team. Nor have there been specific 
conversations between the unregistered schools team and the Children’s 
Commissioner or Chief Constables. However, the unregistered schools team has 
had a series of  meetings  with  local councils  to discuss  how they, as well as the  
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Department and Ofsted, can work collaboratively to help ensure children found to 
be attending unregistered independent schools and out of school settings are safe 
and are receiving a suitable education. We have kept the Local Government 
Association informed on progress. We, together with Ofsted, have had regular 
discussions with the Crown Prosecution Service and are close to agreeing a 
formal memorandum of understanding, to be published in due course, that sets 
out how each body discharges its responsibilities in relation to prosecution of 
cases for the offence of operating an unregistered school. 
As reported by Ofsted in its annual report, the Ofsted team has only found a 
relatively small number of institutions operating as unregistered schools, and most 
of those have ceased operating. 
Ofsted did not include a figure for the number of children in the unregistered 
schools that they had discovered, but given that the number of such institutions is 
relatively small, the number of children being educated in them is likely to be 
limited. 
Ofsted Annual Report 2015/16  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2301/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2302/  
and  
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2303/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2304/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2305/  
 

Out-of-school Education 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL2406] To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the 
specific legislative provision that makes it an offence to operate an unregistered school; 
and what is the maximum penalty for doing so. 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL2409] To ask Her Majesty's Government what guidance 
they have given local authorities regarding whether the attendance of a child at an 
unregistered school would mean a child would be considered to be at risk. 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Section 96 of the Education and Skills Act 2008 makes it 
an offence for any person to conduct an unregistered independent school. The 
maximum penalty for the offence is imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months, a fine for which there is no maximum, or both. 
The Government has been working with Directors of Children’s Services on the 
issue of unregistered schools and in collaboration with them, and with Ofsted, 
have drawn up guidance on joint working between Ofsted, the Department and 
local councils on tackling unregistered schools. We intend to publish the guidance 
before the end of the calendar year. Local councils have overarching 
responsibility for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all children and young 
people, and, together with local safeguarding children board partners, they should 
be assessing any risks to children wherever they are educated. Local councils 
have a duty to investigate where they suspect that a child in their area is suffering, 
or likely to suffer harm. Where unregistered independent schools are identified, it 
is  likely  to  be  in  the children’s  best  interests,  in terms  of both  education  and  
 

http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/773590/original/Ofsted_annual_report_education_and_skills_201516_web-ready.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2301/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2301/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2302/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2302/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2303/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2303/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2304/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2304/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2305/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2305/
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safety, for them to move as quickly as possible into properly regulated schools. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2406/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2409/  
 

Home Education 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL2410] To ask Her Majesty's Government what guidance 
they provide to local authorities to ensure that children receiving home education achieve 
key milestones in their education. 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Departmental guidance for local councils on elective 
home education, copy attached, is published at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/elective-home-education.  
It gives advice on the legal framework under which education may be provided, 
and the processes which are relevant for local councils seeking to identify children 
who may not be receiving a suitable full-time education. However, the guidance 
document does not set out detailed advice on educational outcomes, because 
parents have a substantial degree of flexibility in terms of educational content and 
whether to enter children for examinations. Local councils which assess the 
educational provision made for a child educated at home need to decide whether 
it meets the requirement in section 7 of the Education Act 1996, that the education 
must be suitable to the child’s age, ability and aptitudes, and any special 
educational needs. 
Elective Home Education 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2410/  
 

Pupils: Attendance 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL2411] To ask Her Majesty's Government whether 
conduct by a parent preventing a child from attending an inspected state or independent 
school for religious or other reasons is recorded as a criminal offence; if so, what other 
criteria are taken into account before recording such an offence; and what guidance they 
have issued to (1) police forces, and (2) the Crown Prosecution Service, regarding this 
matter. 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: Parents have a duty to ensure their child of compulsory 
school age receives full-time education, either by attendance at school or 
otherwise. If parents choose to register their child at school, we expect them to 
ensure that their child attends all sessions required by the school, except where a 
statutory exception applies. 
The statutory exceptions in which a child shall not be taken to have failed to attend 
school regularly are: where the school has granted leave; where they are unable 
to attend due to sickness or unavoidable cause; on a day exclusively set apart for 
religious observance by the religious body to which the parent belongs; or where 
the local council has failed to fulfil any duty it has to help them get to school. 
If, having chosen to register their child at school, parents fail to ensure their child 
attends school regularly, they may be guilty of an offence, and may be issued with 
a penalty notice or prosecuted under section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 
We provide statutory guidance ‘School behaviour and attendance: parental 
responsibility measures’, which schools, local councils and the police must have 
regard to when carrying out duties relating to poor attendance and behaviour in 
schools. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2411/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2406/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2406/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2409/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2409/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/elective-home-education
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/776002/original/guidelines_for_las_on_elective_home_educationsecondrevisev2_0.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2410/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2410/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2411/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2411/
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Ethnic Groups: Equality 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Birt (Crossbench) [HL2246] To ask Her Majesty's Government which departments 
are responsible for considering the implications of the Race Disparity Audit; and which is 
the lead department for co-ordinating action on its findings. 
Lord Boateng (Labour) [(HL2249] To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 
intend to take further to the publication of the Race Disparity Audit commissioned by the 
Prime Minister. 

Lord Young of Cookham: Government departments remain responsible for 
considering the implications of the findings of the Race Disparity Audit on their 
policies and services. A specialist unit in the Cabinet Office will consider and co-
ordinate the next steps. 
The Government has launched a programme of work to tackle some of the ethnic 
disparities identified in the Audit. This covers the Department for Work and 
Pensions taking action in twenty targeted ‘hotspots’, the Ministry of Justice taking 
forward a number of recommendations made in the recent Lammy Review and 
the Department for Education taking forward an external review to improve 
practice in exclusions. Further announcements on future Government work will 
follow in the coming months. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2246/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2249/ 
 

The Race Disparity Audit referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650723/R
DAweb.pdf  
 

The Lammy Review referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/la
mmy-review-final-report.pdf  
 

Religious Hatred 
Afzal Khan (Labour) [110287] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
with reference to her Department's advertisement for a Lead Commissioner for Counter 
Extremism, published on 17 September 2017, when disaggregated hate crime data by 
victim religion will be published. 

Sarah Newton: The Home Office collects and publishes information on the 
number of hate crime offences recorded by the police in England and Wales. For 
religious hate crimes, the Home Office began collecting information on the 
perceived religion of the victim on a mandatory basis in April 2017. These data 
are due to be published in the next hate crime statistical bulletin in October 2018. 
The most recent hate crime statistical bulletin is available here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2016-to-
2017 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-30/110287/ 
 

Hate Crime and Defamation: Internet 
Alex Chalk (Conservative) [110025] To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport, what steps the Government is taking to protect people from offensive 
and defamatory online broadcasting content. 

Matt Hancock: Online TV channels licensed by Ofcom must comply with robust 
rules in the Ofcom Broadcasting Code on harmful or offensive content. Video-on-
demand  services  within  UK jurisdiction  are  subject to  higher  level rules  which  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2246/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2246/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2249/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-19/HL2249/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650723/RDAweb.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650723/RDAweb.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2016-to-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2016-to-2017
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-30/110287/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-30/110287/


 5 

 

focus on harmful material, for example prohibiting incitement to hatred. More 
widely, as part of the work on the Digital Charter, the government is considering a 
range of options to counter internet harms. This includes an Internet Safety 
Strategy, published on 11 October, which considers the responsibilities of 
companies to their users, the use of technical solutions to prevent online harms 
and government’s role in supporting users. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-26/110025/  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

Downing Street 

PM meeting with Prime Minister Netanyahu: 2 November 2017 
… The Prime Minister said the UK is proud of the role that we played in the creation of 
the state of Israel and we mark the 100th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration today 
with pride and respect. 
She noted that the relationship and friendship between the UK and Israel has continued 
to grow over many years and we are firmly committed to continuing to deepen it across 
many areas, including trade and investment, science, innovation, technology, and our 
very close defence and security cooperation, particularly in the fields of counter-terrorism 
and cyber security. 
They discussed Iran, where the Prime Minister reiterated the UK’s continued strong 
support for the JCPOA nuclear deal and the view that we share with our E3 (French and 
German) partners that it is critical for regional security. 
They agreed it was vital that the deal is properly enforced, and that the international 
community needs to work together to counter Iran’s destabilising activity in the region, 
including its support for Hizbollah in Syria and Lebanon. 
They discussed Syria and Iraq, with the Prime Minister reinforcing the need to defeat 
Daesh in both countries, and the importance of achieving political settlements to bolster 
regional security and stability. 
They also discussed the Middle East Peace Process, where the Prime Minister made 
clear that the UK continues to support a two-state solution as the best means of 
achieving lasting peace, with an Israel that is safe from terrorism and a Palestinian state 
that is viable and sovereign. 
They discussed the need to overcome obstacles to peace, with the Prime Minister noting 
our grave concerns about illegal settlements. 
The Prime Ministers also discussed the fact settlements are not the only obstacle and 
that the people of Israel deserve to live free from the scourge of terrorism and anti-
Semitic incitement. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-2-
november-2017  

 
PM speech at Balfour Centenary Dinner 
… I am so pleased to be here with you tonight – and to be with you Lord Balfour on this 
special evening – as we mark the centenary of the letter written by your great-Uncle: 
which I believe to be one of the most significant letters in history. 
A letter which gave birth to a most extraordinary country. 
And a letter which finally opened the door to helping make a Jewish homeland a reality. 
It was a letter that is all the more remarkable when you consider its length, its context 
and its sensitivity. … 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-26/110025/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-26/110025/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-2-november-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-2-november-2017
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Let us cast our minds back to the time of 1917. In an era of competing imperial powers 
and with Britain still embroiled in the midst of the First World War, the idea of establishing 
a homeland for the Jewish people would have seemed a distant dream for many; and 
been fiercely opposed by others. 
Yet it was at this very moment that Lord Balfour had the vision and the leadership to 
make this profound statement about restoring a persecuted people to a safe and secure 
homeland. 
… this was a letter that remains very sensitive for many people today – but it was not 
ignorant of those sensitivities. 
Indeed, Balfour wrote explicitly that: “nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil 
and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and 
political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.” 
So when some people suggest we should apologise for this letter, I say absolutely not. 
We are proud of our pioneering role in the creation of the State of Israel. 
We are proud to stand here today together with Prime Minister Netanyahu and declare 
our support for Israel. And we are proud of the relationship we have built with Israel. 
And as we mark one hundred years since Balfour, we look forward to taking that 
relationship even further. … 
We also remain absolutely committed to Israel’s security. 
For it is only when you witness Israel’s vulnerability that you truly understand the 
constant danger Israelis face – as I saw on my visit in 2014, when the bodies of the 
murdered teenagers Naftali Frenkel, Gilad Shaer and Eyal Yifrah were discovered. 
So I am clear that we will always support Israel’s right to defend itself. 
And in a world where Britain and Israel increasingly face the same shared challenges 
and threats, I am just as clear that our security services will continue to deepen their 
already excellent co-operation to keep all our people safe. 
So I believe we should gather here tonight with a great deal of pride in all that we have 
achieved – and all that Israel stands for as a symbol of openness, as a thriving 
democracy; and a beacon to the world in upholding the rights of women and members of 
the LGBT community. 
But marking this centenary is not just about what has been achieved. 
We must recognise how difficult at times this journey has been – from the Jews forced 
out of their homes in Arab countries in 1948 to the suffering of Palestinians affected and 
dislodged by Israel’s birth – both completely contrary to the intention of Balfour to 
safeguard all of these communities. 
And we must, I believe, seize this opportunity to renew our resolve on what is still to be 
achieved. 
For sadly, Balfour remains unfinished business – as his fundamental vision of peaceful 
co-existence has not yet been fulfilled. … 
And let us be honest with each other: there will need to be compromises from each side if 
we are to have a realistic chance of achieving this goal – including an end to the building 
of new settlements and an end to Palestinian incitement too. 
But as we work together towards Balfour’s vision of a peaceful co-existence we must be 
equally clear that there can never be any excuses for boycotts, divestment or sanctions: 
they are unacceptable and this government will have no truck with those who subscribe 
to them. 
Neither can there ever be any excuse for anti-Semitism in any form. Just as there is no 
excuse for hatred against Muslims, Christians, or anyone based on the peaceful religions 
they choose to follow, the place of their birth, or the colour of their skin. 
And yes, this means recognising that there is today a new and pernicious form of anti-
Semitism which uses criticism of the actions of the Israeli government as a despicable 
justification for questioning the very right of Israel to exist. 
This is abhorrent and we will not stand for it. 
That is why the United Kingdom has been at the forefront of an international effort to 
create a new definition of anti-Semitism which explicitly calls out this inexcusable attempt  
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to justify hatred. 
So let me be clear. Criticising the actions of Israel is never – and can never be – an 
excuse for questioning Israel’s right to exist, any more than criticising the actions of 
Britain could be an excuse for questioning our right to exist. 
And criticising the government of Israel is never – and can never be – an excuse for 
hatred against the Jewish people – any more than criticising the British government 
would be an excuse for hatred against the British people. 
Put simply, there can be no excuses for any kind of hatred towards the Jewish people. 
There never has been – and there never will be. 
And let me say this too. We will never forget where that hatred and prejudice can lead. 
That is why it is right that the United Kingdom will have a permanent and fitting National 
Memorial to the Holocaust standing next to Parliament together with a learning centre 
that will teach the lessons of the Holocaust for society today and act as a voice against 
hatred in the modern world. … 
Let us recognise the contribution of Balfour in fulfilling what was once little more than a 
two-thousand year old dream for a persecuted people. 
Let us take inspiration from the vision he showed as we work together for that future 
where Arabs and Jews can live in peaceful co-existence. 
And as we look to that future, let us mark with pride what has been achieved with the 
creation of the State of Israel and – in Balfour’s own words – “a national home for the 
Jewish people.” 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-at-balfour-centenary-dinner  
 
 

Department for International Development 

… 100 years on from the Balfour Declaration, Britain is proud of the role we played in 
helping to make a homeland for the Jewish people – after so many centuries of 
persecution. 
As the Prime Minister said last week in Parliament, we are proud of the role that we 
played in the creation of the State of Israel and we will certainly mark the centenary with 
pride. … 
She also said that we must be conscious of the sensitivities that some people have about 
the Balfour Declaration. 
I agree. 
It is also vital to look forward towards establishing security and justice for both Israelis 
and Palestinians through a lasting peace. We believe the best way to achieve this is 
through a two-state solution based on a negotiated settlement that leads to a safe and 
secure Israel living alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian state. … 
From the strong and enduring bilateral relationship, built on decades of cooperation in 
education, technology medical research, business, arts and culture to the trade 
relationship which between our two countries is at record levels. 
Within the region in particular, Israel is an important strategic partner for the UK. Britain’s 
commitment to Israel’s security remains unwavering as is our support of Israel’s absolute 
right to defend its citizens. … 
And let me say, that 100 years on from the Balfour Declaration, it is deplorable that anti-
Semitism has once again raised its ugly head in our country. 
We will fight it wherever it appears. 
And speak out against intolerance, hatred and bigotry in all its forms. 
And together we must ensure that it appears no more. … 
As believers in the two state solution, DFID’s work is focussed on building the institutions 
of a future Palestinian State through our work in education and in providing basic 
services from water to health. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-at-balfour-centenary-dinner
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This includes job creation through economic growth opportunities for women and young 
people. 
But also to build and support people to people ties across communities through co-
existence programmes and support. 
And we are working across communities and across the region to support peace and 
stability. 
I have seen for myself the very best of Jewish organisations and charities around the 
world including here in the UK doing such amazing work by investing in people. 
Because education, skills and jobs are crucial to opening up opportunities and widening 
horizons… bringing hope and the possibility of a better future. … 
I have always been struck by the exceptional achievement that is the state of Israel. 
A country that has turned desert into fertile and plentiful land. 
A country that started with nothing, in a struggle for subsistence and survival and is now 
a world leader in technology and innovation. 
A country that despite the challenges of a turbulent region has become a democratic 
success story. 
A country that is at the forefront of the skills revolution … 
I have long admired Israel’s extraordinary ingenuity and leadership in technology and 
innovation, and I am delighted that the UK is working so closely with Israel, in so many 
ways. … 
In the decades since its birth, Israel has prevailed over what has sometimes been the 
hostility of neighbours to become a liberal democracy and a dynamic hi-tech economy. 
In a region where many have endured authoritarianism and misrule, Israel has always 
stood out as a free society. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/priti-patel-speech-at-third-bicom-jewish-news-
conference  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-08599 Sandra White (SNP): Legacy of the Balfour Declaration 100 Years On –
 That the Parliament recognises the 100-year anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, 
which proclaimed “the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 
people” on the explicit understanding that “nothing shall be done which may prejudice the 
civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine”; notes the 
reported continued criticism of the UK Government and what it considers its reneging on 
the promise given in the Balfour Declaration to the Palestinians who are today under 
military occupation in Gaza, the West Bank and East Jerusalem, preventing them from 
exercising their inalienable right to self-determination; considers that, since the Balfour 
Declaration, Palestinians are dispossessed, oppressed in their own land, refugees in 
neighbouring countries or scattered throughout the world, and calls on the 
UK Government to recognise immediately the State of Palestine, uphold rigorously the 
Geneva Conventions, which Britain co-wrote and ratified after the Second World War, 
and give practical effect to the relevant UN Security Council Resolutions, the Arab Peace 
Initiative and the Quartet Roadmap. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-08599 

TOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/priti-patel-speech-at-third-bicom-jewish-news-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/priti-patel-speech-at-third-bicom-jewish-news-conference
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08599
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08599
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/
https://allin.limequery.com/372759

