
 1 

31 October 2017 
Issue 1,525  

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 

 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 
Edward Leigh (Conservative) [106185 To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, what assessment the Government has made of the compatibility 
of the planned Holocaust Memorial in Victoria Tower Gardens with Westminster City 
Council's statues and monuments policy; and when that policy was first brought to the 
attention of the UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation. 

Marcus Jones: The Foundation considered Westminster City Council's Statues 
and Monuments Policy as part of its search of almost 50 possible sites. The 
Government believes that the proposed Holocaust Memorial will be of national 
significance and an appropriate addition to Victoria Tower Gardens. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106185/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Ministerial Statement and Q&A 

Balfour Declaration 
col 608 The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Boris 
Johnson): … As the British Army advanced towards Jerusalem in the last 12 months of 
the first world war, with the aim of breaking the Ottoman empire’s grip on the middle east, 
the Government published their policy concerning the territory that would become the 
British mandate for Palestine. The House will recall the material sentence of the Balfour 
declaration: 
“His Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the 
achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which 
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.” 
A century after those words were written, I believe that the Balfour declaration paved the 
way for the birth of a great nation.  The state of  Israel has  prevailed over every obstacle,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106185/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106185/
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from the harshness of nature to the visceral hostility of its enemies, to become a free 
society with a thriving and innovative economy and the same essential values that we in 
Britain hold dear. Liberty, democracy and the rule of law have found a home in Israel—
more so than anywhere else in the middle east. Most of all, there is the incontestable 
moral purpose of Israel to provide a persecuted people with a safe and secure homeland. 
We should not brush aside how the pernicious extent of anti-Semitism in Europe in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries—decades before the holocaust—created the necessity 
for the Balfour declaration. It was in 1881 that the most powerful adviser at the court of 
Tsar Alexander II vowed that one third of Russian Jews would be forced to convert, one 
third would emigrate and the remainder would be left to starve. The moral case for 
establishing a “national home for the Jewish people” was to provide a haven from such 
horrors. So Her Majesty’s Government are proud of Britain’s part in creating Israel, and 
we shall mark the centenary of the Balfour declaration on Thursday in that spirit. 
I see no contradiction in being a friend of Israel and a believer in that country’s destiny 
while also being profoundly moved by the suffering of those who were affected and 
dislodged by its birth. That vital caveat in the Balfour declaration—intended to safeguard 
the rights of other communities, by which, of course, we mean the Palestinians —has not 
been fully realised. … 
The Government believe that the only way of bringing peace is through a two-state 
solution, defined as a secure Israel, the homeland of the Jewish people, standing 
alongside a viable, sovereign and contiguous Palestinian state, the homeland for the 
Palestinian people, as envisaged by UN General Assembly resolution 181. … 
col 609 When the parties held their first peace conference in Madrid in 1991, the leader 
of the Palestinian delegation, Haidar Abdul Shafi, described those aspirations as follows: 
“We seek neither an admission of guilt after the fact, nor vengeance for past iniquities, 
but rather an act of will that would make a just peace a reality.” … 
… no direct talks have taken place between the parties since 2014. But the US 
Administration have shown their commitment to breaking the deadlock … The 
Government will of course support these efforts in whatever way we can, and we urge 
the parties to refrain from acting in ways that make the goal of two states ever harder to 
achieve. For Israelis, that means halting settlement activity in the occupied territories. … 
For Palestinians, it means restoring full counter-terrorism co-operation with Israel, in line 
with UN resolution 2334, and implementing the recommendations of the Quartet report 
on curbing incitement. … 
It may be helpful for the House if I set out the Government’s view of a fair compromise 
between the parties. The borders between the two states should be based on the lines 
as they stood on 4 June 1967—the eve of the six-day war—with equal land swaps to 
reflect the national, security, and religious interests of the Jewish and Palestinian 
peoples. There must be security arrangements that, for Israelis, prevent the resurgence 
of terrorism; and, for Palestinians, respect their sovereignty, ensure freedom of 
movement, and demonstrate that occupation is over. There needs to be a just, fair, 
agreed and realistic solution to the Palestinian refugee question, in line with UN 
resolution 1515. In practice, this means that any such agreement must be 
demographically compatible with two states for two peoples and a generous package of 
international compensation should be made available. The final determination of 
Jerusalem must be agreed by the parties, ensuring that the holy city is a shared capital of 
Israel and a Palestinian state, granting access and religious rights for all who hold it 
dear. … 
col 610 Emily Thornberry (Labour): …  As we approach the centenary of the Balfour 
declaration, Labour Members are glad to join him in commemorating that historic 
anniversary and expressing once again our continued support for the state of Israel. … 
The Labour party has adopted that position, not least in recognition of the egalitarian 
goals that inspired the early pioneers of the Israeli state. We think, in particular, of the 
kibbutz movement—a group of people dedicated to establishing a more egalitarian 
society free from the prejudice and  persecution that they  had experienced  in their home  
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countries. Even today, despite the challenges that I will address in respect of its 
relationship with the Palestinian people, modern Israel still stands out for its commitment 
to egalitarianism—in particular, its commitment to women and LGBT communities in a 
region where these groups are far too often subject to fierce discrimination. … 
Today, it is right to think about the successes of Israel, but we must also be aware that 
100 years on, the promise in the Balfour letter cited by the Foreign Secretary—that 
“nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-
Jewish communities in Palestine”—remains unfulfilled, and we have more to do. … 
I believe that there is no better or more symbolic way of marking the Balfour centenary 
than for the UK officially to recognise the state of Palestine. We have just heard the 
Foreign Secretary talk in explicit terms about the benefits for both Israel and Palestine 
that the birth of Palestinian statehood would bring. Surely we can play more of a part in 
delivering that by formally recognising the Palestinian state. … 
col 611 As we rightly reflect on the last 100 years, we have a shared duty to look towards 
the future and towards the next generation of young people growing up in Israel and 
Palestine today. That generation knows nothing but division and violence, and those 
young people have been badly let down by the actions, and the inaction, of their own 
leaders. Will young Israelis grow up in a world in which air raids, car rammings and 
random stabbings become a commonplace fact of life? Will they grow up in a country in 
which military service remains not just compulsory, but necessary, because they are 
surrounded by hostile neighbours who deny their very right to exist? Will young 
Palestinians grow up in a world in which youth unemployment remains at 58%, reliant on 
humanitarian aid and unable to shape their own futures? Will they inherit a map on which 
the ever-expanding settlements and the destruction of their own houses make it harder 
and harder to envisage what a viable independent Palestine would even look like? … 

 

Boris Johnson: … The UK is substantially committed to the support of the Palestinian 
Authority and to building up the institutions in Palestine. … 
When it comes to recognising that state, we judge, in common with our French friends 
and the vast majority of our European friends and partners, that the moment is not yet 
right to play that card. That on its own will not end the occupation or bring peace. … 
col 612 We need the Palestinian Authority, with a clear mandate, to sit down and 
negotiate with the Israelis and do the deal that is there to be done, and which everybody 
understands. We all know the shape of the future map and we all know how it could be 
done. What is needed now is political will … 

 

Hugo Swire (Conservative): … Of course it is right to mark the centenary of the Balfour 
declaration, but as we have already heard, we often concentrate too much on the first 
part of the declaration at the expense of the second. Does anyone really believe that the 
statement—the very clear statement—that “nothing shall be done which may prejudice 
the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine” has been 
adhered to? … 

 

col 613 Chris Law (SNP): … we deeply regret that the UK Government have not fulfilled 
their commission in the declaration that, as we have already heard, “nothing shall be 
done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine”. … 
The Scottish National party supports the European Union position of a two-state solution 
based on the 1967 borders, and we firmly encourage Palestine and Israel to reach a 
sustainable, negotiated settlement under international law, based on mutual recognition 
and the determination to co-exist peacefully. The SNP has consistently condemned 
obstacles to progress in the peace process, such as the indiscriminate rocket attacks on 
Israel or the continued expansion of illegal settlements in the occupied territories. … 
The Scottish Government have been clear that they would welcome a Palestinian 
consulate in Edinburgh. Will the Foreign Secretary take this opportunity to recognise 
formally a Palestinian state as a fundamental stepping stone to a two-state solution by 
enabling the opening of an embassy? 
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Boris Johnson: …  If we are to get this done, I am afraid it is essential that not just 
Fatah and the PA, but Hamas as well, have to understand that they must renounce 
terror, their use of anti-Semitic propaganda and the glorification of so-called terrorist 
martyrs. They must commit to the Quartet principles, and then there is genuinely the 
opportunity to get both sides together. … 

 

Crispin Blunt (Conservative): Does my right hon. Friend agree that the best route to 
rediscover the unique moral authority associated with the Zionist project, delivering after 
two millennia a safe place for global Jewry in the remarkable state of Israel, is for the 
state of Israel itself, secured by the support of the world’s pre-eminent power of 2017, to 
take on responsibility for the delivery of the unfulfilled part of the Balfour declaration …?  

 

col 614 Boris Johnson: … It is something that I agree strongly is in the hands of this 
generation of Israeli politicians, and they are certainly aware of that. But it is also in the 
hands of the Palestinians, and as I said a moment ago, they must do certain things if we 
are to get this process moving. … 

 

Louise Ellman (Labour Co-op): … The Balfour declaration recognised the rights of the 
Jewish people to national self-determination in their historic homelands, which go back 
more than 3,000 years. Does the Foreign Secretary believe that there are now new 
opportunities in the middle east to start again to try to secure a negotiated solution to this 
intractable conflict, so that the Palestinian people as well as the Jewish people can have 
their own states in the region?  

 

Boris Johnson: … I do indeed … 
 

The Balfour declaration was an historic event that led to a giant political fact: the creation 
of the state of Israel, which I believe to be one of the most stunning political 
achievements of the 20th century. … Nobody looking at Israel—a democracy and a 
liberal, tolerant society in the middle east—could seriously wish away that achievement. 
We should celebrate the existence of the state of Israel—we certainly celebrate our 
relationship with the state of Israel here in this country—but we must recognise and 
accept that for others the fact of the Balfour declaration carries very different overtones. 
They remember it in a very different spirit, so it is important we mark this anniversary with 
sensitivity and balance. … 

 

col 615 Ian Austin (Labour): … I desperately want to see a Palestinian state and have 
campaigned for that all my life, but it is very important that Members understand there is 
no legalistic, unilateral or bureaucratic route to that objective. It will not be achieved by 
being imposed from the outside or by unilateral declarations here or anywhere else. It will 
only be achieved by getting Israelis and Palestinians to work together to build trust, to 
negotiate and to compromise, and for economic development and trade in the west bank, 
and the reconstruction and demilitarisation of Gaza. 

 

Desmond Swayne (Conservative): Is there anything we can do about illegal 
settlements beyond saying that we are very, very cross? 

 

Boris Johnson: … Beyond our repeated statements of disapproval, Members may 
recollect that we led the way just before Christmas last year with UN resolution 2334, 
which specifically condemned new illegal settlements. The Prime Minister and I have 
been at pains to point out to Prime Minister Netanyahu, both here in London and in 
Jerusalem, our view that the settlements are illegal. … 

 

Tom Brake (Liberal Democrat): It is certainly right that the House celebrates the 
creation of the state of Israel, but it cannot celebrate—in fact, it must condemn—the 
failure of successive UK Governments to help safeguard the rights of Palestinians. … 

 

Boris Johnson: … It has been salutary for people to look back over the last 100 years at 
the many missed opportunities and at the reasons Balfour thought it necessary to make 
his declaration. … it was genuinely because of a need, an imperative, to deal with the 
pogroms and the anti-Semitism that had plagued Russia and so many parts of eastern 
Europe for so long. It was vital to find a homeland for the Jewish people, and history can 
be grateful that Balfour  made the decision he did,  though  we have to  understand at the  
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same time the injustice and suffering occasioned by that decision. 
 

col 616 Luciana Berger (Labour Co-op): … will the Foreign Secretary take the 
opportunity to condemn the actions in Abu Dhabi in recent days, when five Israelis who 
won medals at the judo grand slam were denied the chance afforded to other athletes of 
celebrating with their country’s flag and anthem during the awards ceremonies and when 
one athlete refused to shake the hand of an Israeli athlete? 

 

Boris Johnson: I completely agree. We condemn anti-Semitism and displays of such 
prejudice wherever they occur. … 

 

Jack Lopresti (Conservative): Does my right hon. Friend agree that not only is Israel a 
beacon of hope and democracy in the middle east but that our strategic partnerships in 
the fields of security and defence are vital to the safety of both our nations and should be 
enhanced and developed? 

 

Boris Johnson: … We have an intensifying commercial partnership with Israel. It is a 
country at the cutting edge of high technology of all kinds. We co-operate in financial 
services, aviation and all kinds of fields, as well as, very importantly, security and 
intelligence … 

 

Grahame Morris (Labour): … When [the Foreign Minister] has dinner with the Prime 
Minister of Israel, may I suggest that he says that sustainable peace in the middle east 
can be built only on the basis of equal rights, equal dignity and respect for all, Israelis 
and Palestinians alike? On the UK Government’s role, will he point out that we will 
uphold the Geneva convention, which Britain co-wrote and ratified after the second world 
war, in that we will not trade with settlements that he himself has said are illegal? … 

 

col 617 Boris Johnson: … we must, in time, recognise the Palestinian state. I have to be 
honest, however: I do not happen to think that now is the most effective moment to do 
that. In that, we are at one with our partners around the EU. The hon. Gentleman makes 
a point about boycotts. I do not think that that is the right way forward. I do not think that 
boycotting Israeli products makes sense. The biggest losers would be the workers from 
Palestinian and Arab communities who benefit immensely from the economic activity 
generated by those Israeli companies. … 

 

Oliver Dowden (Conservative): … this anniversary is an opportunity to celebrate 
modern Israel, its vibrant economy, its liberty and diversity, its democracy and, above all, 
the fact that at a time of rising anti-Semitism, it still provides a safe home for the Jewish 
people … 

 

Boris Johnson: … my hon. Friend … is right to want to celebrate the existence of the 
state of Israel, though he must recognise that in celebrating the Balfour declaration we 
must also accept that the declaration itself, on 2 November 1917, today has different 
echoes for different people around the world, and it is important that we be balanced and 
sensitive in our approach. 

 

Jim Cunningham (Labour): … will the Foreign Secretary tell me what the Israeli 
Government have to do to get a peace settlement? A lot of emphasis is put on the 
Palestinians. … 

 

Boris Johnson: … The Israeli Government need to stop the illegal settlements. They are 
not yet making it impossible to deliver the new map, but every time they build new 
units—as he knows, there are new units going up in Hebron in east Jerusalem—they 
make that eventual land swap more difficult and move us further from a two-state 
solution. … 

 

Philip Hollobone (Conservative): It is clearly true that residents of the occupied 
Palestinian territories do not enjoy the full civil rights promised to them in the Balfour 
declaration, but is it not also true that neither do the more than 800,000 Jews expelled 
from countries in the middle east and north Africa? We must remember that 21% of the 
population of the current state of Israel are Arab Palestinians, whereas there has been 
wholescale ethnic cleansing of Jews from Arab and north African countries, starting in 
1948. 
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Boris Johnson: My hon. Friend has an excellent point and alludes to the third leg of the 
Balfour declaration. Balfour spoke of the civil and religious rights of the existing non-
Jewish communities and then of course of the rights of Jewish communities elsewhere 
around the world. As my hon. Friend rightly says, hundreds of thousands of them were 
expelled from their homes, too. … 

 

col 618 … I believe [the State of Israel] to be one of the great achievements of humanity 
in the 20th century, given all the suffering the Jewish people had been through. It is a 
great immovable fact—I hope—of geopolitics. We also have to recognise, however, that 
in the course of creating that wonderful experiment, huge numbers of people suffered 
and lost their homes. Their wishes and feelings must also be respected. It is in that spirit 
that we mark Balfour today.  

 

Andrew Percy (Conservative): Is it not the case that the rights of non-Jews in the state 
of Israel are 100% protected as per the Balfour declaration? Does the Foreign Secretary 
not agree that it would be wholly inappropriate and wrong for anyone to seek to use this 
centenary to perpetuate the myth and falsehood that the failure to establish a Palestinian 
state is wholly the responsibility of Israel, because to do so would be to deny the role of 
neighbouring Arab countries in 1948 in attacking Israel and preventing the existence of 
an Arab state, and also the failure of the Arab leadership to grasp peace plans as they 
have been offered? 

 

Boris Johnson: … That is why I speak in the terms that I do about the state of Israel. It 
is a pluralist society, a society that protects the rights of those who live within it. It is a 
democracy. It is, in my view, a country to be saluted and celebrated. My hon. Friend is, of 
course, also right in pointing to the many failures of diplomacy and politics that I am 
afraid have been perpetuated by the Palestinian leadership for generations. …  

 

Philippa Whitford (SNP): … I spent nearly a year and a half in Gaza working as a 
surgeon in 1991 and 1992. I was there when the Madrid peace process started, and by 
half-past 4 in the afternoon, young men were climbing on to armoured cars with olive 
branches. When I came back four weeks ago, my feeling was that we were further from 
peace than we had been a quarter of a century earlier. … 

 

col 619 Boris Johnson: … There is no doubt that the situation in Gaza is terrible. As the 
hon. Lady knows, the UK Government do a lot to try to remedy affairs by supporting, for 
instance, sanitation projects and education, but in the end a trade-off must be achieved. 
The Israelis must open up Gaza for trade and greater economic activity to give the 
people hope and opportunity, but before that happens, Hamas must stop firing rockets at 
Israel. Hamas must recognise the right of the Israeli state to exist, and it must stop 
spewing out anti-Semitic propaganda. 

 

Julie Elliott (Labour): … During his visit, will the Foreign Secretary raise with Prime 
Minister Netanyahu the issue of legislation relating to the annexation of settlement blocs 
in Jerusalem, which would displace 120,000 Palestinian people? … 

 

Boris Johnson: …  I will certainly raise that issue, as I have raised the issue of illegal 
settlements in the past, directly with Prime Minister Netanyahu. 

 

Colin Clark (Conservative): Does my right hon. Friend agree that it is deeply 
disappointing that the Leader of the Opposition will not attend a dinner to mark the 
centenary of the Balfour declaration? 

 

Boris Johnson: … The vast majority of Members on both sides of the House have said 
this afternoon that this occasion is of huge importance to the world, because it marks an 
event in which our country played an enormous part—and, indeed, we still have a large 
part to play. One would have thought that the Leader of the Opposition would at least be 
interested in trying to achieve a solution to a problem that has bedevilled the world for so 
long, and would not, by his absence, be so blatantly appearing to side with one party and 
not the other. … 

 

col 620 Andy Slaughter (Labour): The Foreign Secretary’s refusal to treat Palestinians 
and Israelis equally, as shown by his refusal to  recognise Palestine  as a state alongside  
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Israel, is exactly the reason the Israelis are building in Hebron and, last week, annexed 
further settlements in the Jerusalem municipality. What will the Government actually do 
to honour Balfour’s assurance to non-Jewish communities? … 

 

Boris Johnson: … The hon. Gentleman should consider the huge sums that the UK 
gives to the Palestinian authorities, the massive efforts that we make to help them with 
their security concerns, and the intimate co-operation that takes place between the UK 
and the Palestinian Authority. We are doing everything in our power to ready the 
Palestinians for statehood, but we do not consider that they are ready for recognition 
yet. … 

 

Layla Moran (Liberal Democrat): I am proud to sit on these Benches as the first ever 
British Palestinian Member of Parliament. My family are from Jerusalem. They were 
there at the time of the Balfour declaration, but, like many others, they had to leave as 
part of the diaspora. 
When it comes to recognition, the Foreign Secretary speaks of playing a card, but this is 
not a game. He speaks of a prize to be given for recognition, but it is not something to be 
bestowed; it is something that the Palestinians should just have. Can he not see how 
Britain leads the world on foreign policy? If we are to have a true peace process, we 
must ensure that both sides are equal as they step up to the negotiating table.  

 

Boris Johnson: … I am full of respect for the suffering of her family in the face of what 
took place following the creation of the state of Israel, and I know that the experience of 
many Palestinian families was—and indeed still is—tragic, but our ambition in holding out 
the prospect of recognition, working with our friends and partners, and trying to drive 
forward the peace process leading to a two-state solution is to give Palestinian families 
such as her own exactly the rights and the future that they deserve, in a viable, 
contiguous, independent, sovereign Palestinian state. … 

 

col 620 Jim Shannon (DUP): As a friend of Israel, I look forward to the day when the 
Palestinian people can enjoy the security of a sovereign state on the successful 
conclusion of a negotiated two-state solution. One of the biggest obstacles to achieving 
that is the Palestinian Authority’s counterproductive unilateral steps to gain statehood 
recognition through international bodies, so will the Foreign Secretary join me in calling 
for the PA to stop those harmful measures and instead to express support for the 
renewal of direct peace talks, because that really is the only way forward? 

 

Boris Johnson: By far the better way for the PA to achieve what it wants is not to go 
through international bodies, but to get around the table with the Israelis and begin those 
crucial negotiations. 
To read the full statement and Q&A see 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-30/debates/CB36ACC3-D2D7-441A-
836B-736B8C869A13/BalfourDeclaration 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108929] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps the Government is taking to support a negotiated 
settlement between the Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority. 

Alistair Burt: I refer the Hon. Member to my answer of 18 October (PQ 106852). 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-23/108929/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106852/  

 

Alistair Burt:  We  continue  to  believe  the  two-state  solution  is the only  viable  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-30/debates/CB36ACC3-D2D7-441A-836B-736B8C869A13/BalfourDeclaration
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-30/debates/CB36ACC3-D2D7-441A-836B-736B8C869A13/BalfourDeclaration
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-23/108929/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-23/108929/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106852/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106852/
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solution to the Arab Israeli conflict, and that there is now some need for greater 
urgency in attempting to resolve such a long standing issue. We are concerned 
that settlement construction, demolition of Palestinian property by the Israeli 
authorities, incitement and terrorist attacks are undermining prospects for peace. 
Ultimately we believe that peace will only come through negotiations between the 
parties, but international action could play a role in supporting progress. We are in 
close consultation with international partners, including the US, about what kind of 
renewed process might have a better chance of success, including one with a 
greater role for regional partners. 
 

 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) [HL2119] To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 
are giving any assistance to help consolidate the recent reconciliation deal between 
Fatah and Hamas, and to support negotiations aimed at long-term peace in Palestine. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government is not providing any assistance to 
help consolidate the recent reconciliation deal. Our longstanding policy on 
reconciliation remains that we support the Palestinian people in realising self-
determination through an independent, sovereign, and unified Palestinian state. 
We welcome the Palestinian Authority’s (PA) return to Gaza on 2 October and the 
agreement to allow the PA to resume administrative control. This is an important 
and positive step toward the restoration of the PA control and effective 
governance. We encourage those involved in the talks to engage in good faith, to 
allow the PA to fully resume its government functions in Gaza, and ensure 
compliance with the Quartet Principles. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2119/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2150] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel concerning the conditions 
for Palestinian women in Israeli prisons and the number of Palestinian women currently 
held in Israeli prisons without charge. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities, we have raised concerns over treatment of Palestinian 
detainees with the Israeli authorities on many occasions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2150/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated_ [HL2152] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel following a report from the 
Palestinian Prisoners’ Affairs Commission that the Israeli Army has arrested at least 927 
children since the beginning of the year and given many of them lengthy sentences. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv raised the issue of 
children in detention with the Israeli Attorney General on 3 October. The Minister 
for the Middle East and North Africa raised our concerns surrounding children in 
detention with the Israeli authorities during his visit to Israel in August 2017. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2152/  
 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2119/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2119/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2150/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2150/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2152/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2152/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2153] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
action they plan to take to involve Hamas in future negotiations with Israel. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We welcome the Palestinian Authority’s (PA) return 
to Gaza on 2 October and the agreement to allow the PA to resume administrative 
control. However the Government has no plans to take any action to involve 
Hamas in future negotiations. Our policy on Hamas remains clear: they must 
renounce violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements. 
We now expect to see credible movement towards these conditions, which remain 
the benchmark against which its intentions should be judged. Ultimately we 
believe that peace will only come through negotiations between the parties 
involved. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2153/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

My vision for Middle East peace between Israel and a new Palestinian state: article 
by Boris Johnson on the Balfour Declaration [also published in the Daily Telegraph] 
It was here in this room, beneath this same gilded ceiling, that one chapter of the story 
began. On 2 November 1917 my predecessor Lord Balfour sat in the Foreign Secretary’s 
office, where I am writing now, and composed a letter to Lord Rothschild. 
The essence of the Balfour Declaration consists of one sentence of 67 words; those were 
the carefully calibrated syllables that laid the foundations of the State of Israel. 
Balfour declared that “His Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people”; with the famous and crucial proviso 
that “nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing 
non-Jewish communities”. 
On the Centenary, I will say what I believe: the Balfour Declaration was indispensable to 
the creation of a great nation. In the seven decades since its birth, Israel has prevailed 
over what has sometimes been the bitter hostility of neighbours to become a liberal 
democracy and a dynamic hi-tech economy. 
In a region where many have endured authoritarianism and misrule, Israel has always 
stood out as a free society. Like every country, Israel has faults and failings. But it strives 
to live by the values in which I believe. 
I served a stint at a kibbutz in my youth, and (though I was mainly washing up) I saw 
enough to understand the miracle of Israel: the bonds of hard work, self-reliance and an 
audacious and relentless energy that hold together a remarkable country. 
Most of all, there is the incontestable moral goal: to provide a persecuted people with a 
safe and secure homeland. So I am proud of Britain’s part in creating Israel and Her 
Majesty’s Government will mark the Centenary of the Balfour Declaration on Thursday in 
that spirit. 
I see no contradiction in being a friend of Israel – and a believer in that country’s destiny 
– while also being deeply moved by the suffering of those affected and dislodged by its 
birth. The vital caveat in the Balfour Declaration – intended to safeguard other 
communities – has not been fully realised. 
I have no doubt that the only viable solution to the conflict resembles the one first set 
down on paper by another Briton, Lord Peel, in the report of the Royal Commission on 
Palestine in 1937, and that is the vision of two states for two peoples. … 
There should be two independent and sovereign states: a secure Israel, the homeland for 
the Jewish people, standing alongside a viable and contiguous Palestinian state, the 
homeland for the Palestinian people, as envisaged by UN General Assembly Resolution 
181. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2153/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2153/
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Britain and, I am sure, our European friends stand ready to help implement any 
agreement, including by supporting its security provisions, contributing to refugee 
compensation, and enabling flows of trade and investment between Europe, Israel, a 
sovereign Palestinian state, and its Arab neighbours, which could help transform the 
region. 
I am also heartened that the new generation of Arab leaders does not see Israel in the 
same light as their predecessors. I trust that more will be done against the twin scourges 
of terrorism and anti-Semitic incitement. But, in the final analysis, it is Israelis and 
Palestinians who must negotiate the detail and write their own chapter in history. A 
century on, Britain will give whatever support we can in order to close the ring and 
complete the unfinished business of the Balfour Declaration. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/my-vision-for-middle-east-peace-between-
israel-and-a-new-palestinian-state-article-by-boris-johnson-on-the-balfour-declaration  
 
Boris Johnson (via twitter): Spoke w/ #Palestinian FM Riyad al Malki. Discussed UK 
marking #Balfour w/ sensitivity & balance and our commitment to a two state solution. 
https://twitter.com/BorisJohnson/status/925087659403472896  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/my-vision-for-middle-east-peace-between-israel-and-a-new-palestinian-state-article-by-boris-johnson-on-the-balfour-declaration
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/my-vision-for-middle-east-peace-between-israel-and-a-new-palestinian-state-article-by-boris-johnson-on-the-balfour-declaration
https://twitter.com/BorisJohnson/status/925087659403472896
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
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Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/
https://allin.limequery.com/372759

