
 1 

24 October 2017 
Issue 1,520  

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Antisemitism 
Andrew Gwynne (Labour) [107835] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government, what research his Department has (a) commissioned and (b) 
published on anti-Semitism since May 2010. 

Marcus Jones: Since May 2010 the Department for Communities and Local 
Government has supported two pieces of research into antisemitism. In 
November 2010 we supported the publication of Playing the Nazi by Card by the 
European Institute for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism (EISCA) which 
looked at antisemitic discourse. In September 2017 we supported alongside the 
Community Security Trust the Institute of Jewish Policy Research's (JPR) study 
entitled Antisemitism in contemporary Great Britain: Key findings from the JPR 
survey of attitudes towards Jews and Israel which takes an in-depth look at 
attitudes towards Jews and Israel among the population of Great Britain, both 
across society as a whole, and in key subgroups within the population, notably the 
far-left, the far-right, Christians and Muslims. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-16/107835/  
 

The reports referred to above can be read at 
http://www.brandeiscenter.com/images/uploads/articleuploads/nazicard.pdf 
and 
http://www.jpr.org.uk/documents/JPR.2017.Antisemitism_in_contemporary_Great_Britain.pdf  
 
 

House of Commons Library 

International Freedom of Religion or Belief Day 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2017-0197/CDP-2017-0197.pdf  
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Holocaust 

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation 

Adjaye Associates and Ron Arad Architects win UK Holocaust Memorial 
International Design Competition 
Adjaye Associates, Ron Arad Architects and the landscape architects Gustafson Porter + 
Bowman have been selected to design the UK’s new Holocaust Memorial and Learning 
Centre. 
After an international competition, with 92 entries in total and ten finalists, Adjaye 
Associates, Ron Arad Architects and Gustafson Porter + Bowman were selected 
unanimously as the winning team, by a jury including the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government, the Mayor of London, the Chief Rabbi, experts 
from architecture, art and design, and both first and second generation Holocaust 
survivors. … 
Located next to the Houses of Parliament in Westminster, the new UK Holocaust 
Memorial will honour the six million Jewish men, women and children who were 
murdered in the Holocaust, and all other victims of Nazi persecution, including Roma, 
gay and disabled people. 
Its co-located Learning Centre will contextualise the memorial above and use the stories 
and facts of the Holocaust to explore anti-Semitism, extremism, Islamophobia, racism, 
homophobia and other forms of hatred and prejudice in society today. From its location 
next to Parliament, it will ask questions about the role of society and its institutions in 
encouraging respect for others and preventing hatred. 
The jury praised the winning team’s proposal to create “a living place, not just a 
monument to something of the past” and the desire to create an immersive journey for 
the visitor who would enter a memorial embedded in the land. The jury found the 
proposal deftly resolved an essential challenge of the brief: being visually arresting 
(“highly visible from near and far”) yet showing sensitivity to its location and context. The 
concept was found to have clear potential to be developed into an iconic memorial and 
intriguing educational experience, attracting visitors from the UK and beyond to learn and 
reflect. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/adjaye-associates-and-ron-arad-architexts-win-uk-
holocaust-memorial-international-design-competition  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Newspaper Press 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [108371] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, with reference to the Memorandum of Understanding between her 
Department and the Palestinian Authority (PA), signed in 2014, what discussions her 
Department has had with the PA on the use of funding provided under that Memorandum 
for the publication of the official PA daily newspaper Al-Hayat Al-Jadida. 

Alistair Burt: UK financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority is only used to 
help pay the salaries of health and education public servants in the West Bank. 
Only named public servants from a pre-approved EU list are eligible and a robust 
verification system validates that funds are used for the intended purposes. This 
enables  around  25,000  young  Palestinians  to get an education,  provides up to  
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3,700 immunisations for children, and around 185,000 medical consultations 
annually. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-18/108371/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [108372] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, with reference to the Memorandum of Understanding between her 
Department and the Palestinian Authority (PA), signed in 2014, what discussions her 
Department has had with the PA on the use of funding provided under that Memorandum 
for payments made to the family of Nimr Mahmoud Ahmed Al-Jamal. 

Alistair Burt: No UK aid is used for payments to Palestinian prisoners or their 
families. UK financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority is only used to help 
to pay the salaries of health and education public servants in the West Bank. Only 
named public servants from a pre-approved EU list are eligible and a robust 
verification system validates that funds are used for the intended purposes. The 
UK government strongly condemns all forms of violence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-18/108372/  
 

Gaza and West Bank: Schools 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [108373] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what financial support her Department has provided towards the 
construction and redevelopment of schools in the West Bank and Gaza since 2010. 

Alistair Burt: In December 2011 the UK directly funded 13 schools in Gaza, 
managed by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency. DFID funded the cost 
of construction, basic equipment, furniture and supplies for these schools and 
each school cost on average £1.1 million. In the West Bank, there has been no 
direct UK bilateral funding for the construction and redevelopment of schools 
during the referenced period. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-18/108373/  
 

Palestinians: Education 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [108374] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, with reference to the Memorandum of Understanding between her 
Department and the Palestinian Authority (PA), signed in 2014, what discussions her 
Department has had with the PA on the use of funding provided under that Memorandum 
for the distribution of diaries which include pictures of Abu Jihad and Salah Khalaf by the 
Fatah youth movement at schools. 

Alistair Burt: UK financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority is only used to 
help pay the salaries of health and education public servants in the West Bank. 
Only named public servants from a pre-approved EU list are eligible and a robust 
verification system validates that funds are used for the intended purposes. This 
enables around 25,000 young Palestinians to get an education, provides up to 
3,700 immunisations for children, and around 185,000 medical consultations 
annually. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-18/108374/  
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Gaza 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1800] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they made to the government of Israel following the report from Medical 
Aid for Palestinians that five female cancer patients died in August after being prevented 
from attending hospital appointments outside Gaza. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this specific issue, we 
have consistently called on the Israeli Government to ease movement and access 
restrictions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We are supporting the UN 
Access Coordination Unit who work with the World Health Organisation, Israeli 
Government, Palestinian Authority (PA) and aid agencies to facilitate the transfer 
of medical equipment and supplies, as well as patient referrals in and out of Gaza. 
We are aware that Israeli hospitals do treat Palestinian patients following referrals 
from the PA. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-09/HL1800/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1801] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel in response to reports that 
Israeli forces are using live ammunition on Palestinians during confrontation and military 
raids. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We regularly raise with the Israeli Government the 
need for proportionality to any protest and accountability for security incidents, 
plus full access to justice for any victims. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-09/HL1801/  
 

Israel: Religious Freedom 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1802] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding the more than 
53 mosques and churches that have been vandalised in Israel and the West Bank. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not had any recent contact with the 
Government of Israel on this issue. However, we will seek to raise concerns over 
the respect for places of worship with the appropriate Israeli authorities in the near 
future. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-09/HL1802/  
 
 

House of Commons Library 

Centenary of the Balfour Declaration 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2017-0191/CDP-2017-0191.pdf  
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Airlink to Tel Aviv 
Darren Millar (Conservative: What consideration has the Welsh Government given to 
supporting the establishment of a direct airlink between Cardiff Airport and Tel Aviv? 
(WAQ74228) 

Ken Skates:  Cardiff  Airport  is a  strategic  asset  for  Wales and  developing  the  
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-09/HL1802/
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airport remains a key priority for the Welsh Government. Our ongoing focus 
remains the development of Cardiff Airport and to develop transport links for the 
people of Wales. 
Cardiff Airport is managed at arm’s length from Welsh Government on a 
commercial basis by Cardiff International Airport Limited (CIAL). CIAL is 
responsible for the day to day operation and development of the airport and its 
services. This includes commercial discussions with airports and airlines to 
expand the range of destinations on offer from Cardiff.  
We are very pleased with the Cardiff to Doha air link with Qatar Airways, and 
would welcome the establishment of other long haul routes to increase 
connectivity for Wales with the rest of the world. 

There is no direct weblink to this written answer but it can be read at 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3484&assembly=5
&c=Written%20Question  
 

Trade: Wales and Israel 
Darren Millar (Conservative): What is the total value of trade between Wales and 
Israel? (WAQ74229) 

Ken Skates: HMRC statistics currently show that the total value of trade in 2016 
between Wales and Israel is £26.1m (this figure only reflects the export of goods 
and does not include services). However, HMRC will be revising estimates of 
trade on 12 October; following the identification of an error when merging 
datasets. Welsh Government officials are currently carrying out quality assurance 
of the data and will be revising our website/Statswales on 12 October in line with 
the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. 

There is no direct weblink to this written answer but it can be read at 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3484&assembly=5
&c=Written%20Question  
 
 

United Nations 

Occupation, Natural Resource Exploitation by Israel Hindering Social, Economic 
Gains in Palestinian Lands, Syrian Golan, Delegates Tell Second Committee 
Israeli occupation and natural resource exploitation continued to hamper social and 
economic development in the occupied State of Palestine and the Syrian Golan, 
speakers told the Second Committee (Economic and Financial) … 
Israel had carried out military decisions and discriminatory laws which impacted 
Palestinian natural resources and economic development, said the representative of the 
State of Palestine.  By taking over his State’s resources, Israel had imposed full control 
on Palestinian trade and guaranteed that its economy would be almost completely 
subservient to Israel.  Israel had also deprived Palestine World Trade 
Organization (WTO) benefits of 14.5 per cent for transport, transit and shipping fees of 
low-income States. 
Although the United Nations had adopted resolutions that determined Israel as the 
occupying Power of Palestinian territory, he said that Power gave no credence to those 
resolutions, acting as though it was above the law.  Thus, he said that an international 
boycott of Israeli settlements and companies was a procedure in line with those 
resolutions and that the international community must end its dealings with Israeli 
settlements built on occupied Palestinian land. 
Qatar’s representative, who spoke on behalf of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation  (OIC),  stated that  recent  reports  attested to a  systematic and  escalating  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3484&assembly=5&c=Written%20Question
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http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3484&assembly=5&c=Written%20Question
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pattern of human rights and international law violations because of Israel’s illegal, 
oppressive and destructive policies. … 
Yemen’s representative, speaking on behalf of the League of Arab States, said Israeli 
occupation of the Palestinian Territory and Syrian Golan had limited socioeconomic 
development and prevented Palestinians from the free and direct use of their natural 
resources.  … 
… the representative from the Syria said Israel had “blatantly defied” Security Council 
resolution 497 (1981) and had continued actions that deprived Syrians of their land.  … 
Bangladesh’s representative called upon the international community to impress upon 
Israel the need to put an end to its systematic violation of international humanitarian law, 
as well as to its restrictive measures … 
In response to those criticisms, Israel’s representative said that the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) report was full of false narratives and 
descriptions that were repeatedly used to bash and incite his country, and failed to 
mention that Hamas was administering the Gaza Strip through violence, human rights 
violations and exploitation of natural resources. 
Conflict in the area had caused socioeconomic hardship on both sides, including through 
thousands of rockets that had been fired by Hamas at Israel, he said.  The report also did 
not include the daily terror attacks by Palestinians against Israel.  As for natural 
resources, Israel had recently agreed with the Palestinians on a Red and Dead Sea pipe 
project, an agreement on cross-border sewage, and the Gaza Reconstruction 
Mechanism.  Concluding, he said it was surreal that Israel was being accused of human 
rights violations by some of the world’s worst human rights abusers. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaef3485.doc.htm  
 
Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living 
conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan 
http://undocs.org/A/72/90  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/
https://allin.limequery.com/372759

