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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Organs: Donors 
Matthew Offord  (Conservative) [107156] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what 
safeguards will be put in place to ensure that the Government's policy for opt-out for 
organ donation does not contravene the religious beliefs of those who may not have 
opted out. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: We have announced that we will launch a 12 week 
consultation, before the end of this year, on increasing rates of organ donation, 
including a new “opt out” system of consent for England. The consultation will 
seek views on: 
- How to increase rates of organ donation, particularly from Black, Asian, and 
minority ethnic communities; 
- How the issue of consent should be managed within the National Health Service; 
- How technology could help people to discuss their preferences with family; and 
- How opt out could work in practice, the safeguards needed and how families 
could be supported. 
The major religions in the United Kingdom support the idea of organ donation and 
transplantation. However, the Government will carefully consult, listen and take 
account of the views from people from a diverse range of ethnic, religious and 
cultural communities when considering any changes to the law. 
We are still committed to campaigns to raise awareness, and encourage families 
and friends to discuss their wishes on organ donation. 
More information about religious views and principles on organ donation can be 
found at: 
http://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/about-donation/what-does-my-religion-say/ 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-11/107156/  
 

Sports: Discrimination 
Jo Stevens (Labour) [107230] To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media 
and Sport, what information her Department holds on cases of discrimination on the 
basis of (a) race, (b) gender and (c) sexual orientation in elite sport. 

Tracey Crouch:  The Department for Digital,  Culture,  Media and Sport  does not  
 

http://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/about-donation/what-does-my-religion-say/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-11/107156/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-11/107156/
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hold any information on cases of discrimination in elite sport. Although UK Sport 
does not hold disaggregated data on discrimination, since 2013, UK Sport has 
received two complaints on the basis of race discrimination (one of which was 
related to grassroots sport), one gymnastics-related complaint on the basis of 
gender, and multiple cycling-related complaints on the basis of gender against a 
cycling coach's alleged comments to a female rider. UK Sport has received no 
complaints regarding sexual orientation. 
There is no place for racism, sexism, homophobia or any other kind of 
discrimination in sport. Tackling discrimination lies at the heart of the cross-
government sport strategy "Sporting Future" and we want sport to be at the 
forefront of equality. Government continues to work with National Governing 
Bodies and organisations such as Kick It Out, Stonewall and Women in Football 
to tackle discrimination in local, national and international sport. Our aim is to 
increase diversity among sporting organisations and to help the sport sector be 
more inclusive and welcoming to its spectators, participants and people in its 
workforce. Our Code for Sport Governance stipulates that funded sporting 
organisations should publish information about their work to foster all aspects of 
diversity within their leadership and decision-making. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-11/107230/  
 

TOP 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 
Edward Leigh (Conservative) [106187]To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, what discussions the Government had with Historic England on 
the proposal to build the Holocaust Memorial and Holocaust Learning Centre in Victoria 
Tower Gardens (a) before the site was announced and (b) subsequently; on what dates 
those discussions were held; and what observations Historic England has made of that 
proposal. 

Marcus Jones: Historic England was consulted in August and September 2016 
(ahead of the launch of the design competition in September 2016). They have 
subsequently played a formal role providing detailed input to the design 
competition assessing the design proposals, presenting to the shortlisted design 
teams at a site briefing session in November 2016 and contributing to the 
meetings of the Competition Jury’s Supporting Panel in February and March 
2017. 
Historic England’s role in the Supporting Panel was to help the Jury identify those 
proposals which have effectively acknowledged the heritage significance and its 
policy context, and conversely those which do not appear to have done so or 
where significant doubts or uncertainties remain. 
The UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation also provided a briefing to the UNESCO 
Mission to Westminster in February 2017. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106187/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Arms Trade 
Jared O’Mara (Labour) [107360] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the humanitarian effect on 
Palestinians of UK arms sales to Israel. 

Alistair Burt: While we have not made any assessment on this issue, the 
Government takes its defence export responsibilities extremely seriously and 
operates some of the most robust export controls in the world. We only approve 
equipment which is for Israel's legitimate self defence and where we are satisfied 
it would be consistent with the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export 
Licensing Criteria and other relevant commitments. We continue to assess the 
situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories and take into account 
the latest circumstances when assessing licence applications. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107360/  
 

Palestinians: Refugees 
Jared O’Mara (Labour) [107394] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what his policy is on Palestinian refugees' right of return to Israel 
and the Occupied Palestian Territories. 

Alistair Burt: The Government's policy is that the question of the right of return of 
Palestinian refugees needs to be addressed in a final status agreement, 
negotiated between the two parties, and including a just, fair and agreed 
settlement for refugees. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107394/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
David Drew (Labour) [107485] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what plans he has to make representations to the Government of 
Israel on the demolition of the two Palestinian West Bank villages at Khan Al Ahmar and 
Susiya. 

Alistair Burt: The Government remains gravely concerned about continued 
demolition of Palestinian property by the Israeli authorities including proposals to 
demolish the Bedouin villages of Khan al-Ahmar and Susiya. 
The UK continues to call on the Israeli authorities to halt proposals to demolish 
Khan al-Ahmar and Susiya. Prior to the most recently scheduled Israeli High 
Court hearing about Khan al-Ahmar on 25 September –subsequently postponed - 
our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities on 24 
September. The Foreign Secretary expressed our concern about the proposals 
when he met Prime Minister Netanyahu in Israel on 8 March. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107485/  
 

Mohammed Awad 
David Drew (Labour) [107493] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make representations to the Israeli Government on 
Mohammed Awad's application for an exit visa to study at a university in the UK. 

Alistair Burt: Whilst we sympathise with Mr Awad, we are unable to intervene in 
his case. Due to the high number of such cases, we do not intervene as a general 
rule  in  cases  regarding  non-British  nationals,  with  few  exceptions  such  as in  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107360/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107360/
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certain circumstances of extreme humanitarian need. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office regularly raises the issue of delay and 
refusal of exit permits with counterparts in the Israeli government. We have 
lobbied at the highest levels on easing restrictions on movement, including the 
Foreign Secretary to Prime Minister Netanyahu in August 2017. We are also 
concerned about the closure of the Rafah crossing and strongly encourage Egypt 
to show maximum flexibility on opening the crossing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107493/  
 

Occupied Territories: Overseas Aid 
Richard Burden (Labour) [107722] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, pursuant to the Answer of 12 October 2017 to Question 106502, what (a) 
bilateral and (b) centrally managed programmes have been closed or discontinued as a 
result of the examination of her Department's programme in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

Alistair Burt: As a result of the full examination of DFID’s programme in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs), the OPTs components of the following 
programmes are being discontinued: i) Arab Women’s Enterprise Fund, ii) Gender 
and Adolescents Global Evidence research programme, iii) a Development Impact 
Bonds pilot and, iv) evaluation work through the humanitarian educational 
accelerator. The Secretary of State also decided not to pursue other new bilateral 
programmes which were being considered. These decisions ensure that aid to the 
OPTs is being used in the most effective way and provides the best value for 
money to the UK taxpayer. The UK remains committed to supporting the 
Palestinian people and the viability of a two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-13/107722/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106502/  
 

Occupied Territories: Overseas Aid 
Richard Burden (Labour) [107723] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, pursuant to the Answer of 12 October 2017 to Question 106502, what 
process she used in reviewing aid to the Occupied Palestinian Territories; and on what 
evidence she made decisions on which programmes to close and which to continue. 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State’s decisions on which programmes to close 
and which to continue were based on alignment to UK Government objectives on 
the Middle East Peace Process, performance and impact, value for money and 
the safeguarding of UK taxpayers’ funds. This has resulted in a portfolio with a 
stronger focus on delivering essential services to the most vulnerable Palestinians 
and Palestinian refugees. Evidence was gathered from individual programme 
annual reviews and considered alongside advice from officials. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-13/107723/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106502/  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

** Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  
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