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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

War Memorials: Barnet 
Jim Shannon (DUP) [106702] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what discussions he has had with Barnet Council on ensuring that the war 
memorial that contains its Jewish history will not be moved due to proposed road works. 

Marcus Jones: My officials are in contact with Barnet Council about the proposed 
road works which could impact on the War memorial in Golders Green. The 
Council have reiterated that moving the memorial would not happen without 
proper consultation and have confirmed that there has been no consultation on 
anything specific about the site. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106702/ 
 

Hate Crime 
Afzal Khan (Labour) [107505] To ask the Attorney General, with reference to page 11 of 
the Crown Prosecution Service's (CPS) 2016-17 annual report, on hate crime 
campaigns, what hate crime campaigns (a) have been delivered to date and (b) are to be 
delivered in future by region and partner organisation. 

Jeremy Wright: The CPS is committed to raising awareness of hate crime and 
increasing the confidence of victims and witnesses when they come to report it. In 
August 2017, to coincide with the launch of the revised public statements on hate 
crime, the CPS launched the week-long #HateCrimeMatters campaign with 
involvement from each CPS Area as well as a wide range of local and national 
community partner organisations. The social media campaign had over 7,000 
contributors and the campaign website has had almost 6,000 views. 
During National Hate Crime Awareness Week (NHCAW), the CPS is standing 
alongside its community partner organisations and published its Annual Hate 
Crime report on 17 October. This was accompanied by communications activity 
including both national and local engagement with the NHCAW campaign. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107505/  
 

The annual report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628968/CP
S_annual_report_2016_17.pdf  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106702/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106702/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107505/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107505/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628968/CPS_annual_report_2016_17.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628968/CPS_annual_report_2016_17.pdf
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Religious Hatred: Islam 
Afzal Khan (Labour) [107504] To ask the Attorney General, with reference to page 11 of 
the Crown Prosecution Service's (CPS) 2016-17 annual report, on the appointment of 
inclusion and community engagement managers, whether the CPS consulted (a) Muslim 
community based organisations and (b) other groups addressing anti-Muslim prejudice 
and hate crime. 

Jeremy Wright: The CPS regularly consults with Muslim community based 
organisations to address anti-Muslim prejudice and hate crime. Nationally, the 
CPS consults with community-based organisations through its Community 
Accountability Forum, which includes a representative from the All Parliamentary 
Group on British Muslims. At a local level, Inclusion and Community Engagement 
Managers also engage with local Muslim community based organisations through 
Local Scrutiny and Involvement Panels (LSIPs) in each CPS Area. 
The CPS circulated the job advert containing details of the posts of Inclusion and 
Community Engagement Managers to the Community Accountability Forum, 
LSIPs and other community contacts, to encourage the widest possible pool of 
people to apply. 
The CPS is also a member of the cross Government anti-Muslim Hatred Working 
Group, the cross Government Hate Crime Strategic Group, and the Independent 
Advisory Group on Hate Crime, all of which include a number of representatives 
from Muslim organisations that actively tackle anti-Muslim hatred. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107504/  
 

The annual report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628968/CP
S_annual_report_2016_17.pdf  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Islamophobia 
Baroness Warsi (Conservative): To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have 
a definition of Islamophobia; and, if so, what it is. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government and Northern Ireland Office (Lord Bourne of 
Aberystwyth): My Lords, we are clear that hatred and intolerance against 
Muslims have absolutely no place in our society. Any criminal offence that is 
perceived by the victim or any other person to be motivated by hostility or 
prejudice based on a person’s religion or perceived religion is a religious hate 
crime. The Government do not currently endorse a particular definition of 
Islamophobia. Previous attempts by others to define this term have not succeeded 
in attracting consensus or widespread acceptance. 

Baroness Warsi: I thank my noble friend for that Answer. He will be aware that it is 20 
years since the Runnymede Trust published Islamophobia: A Challenge for Us All, which 
first tackled the issue of Islamophobia. Does he agree that it is high time for us to have a 
definition of Islamophobia? Does he agree that we cannot fundamentally challenge the 
hate that underpins hate crime unless we define what that hate is? Is he agreeable to 
meeting a cross-section of community organisations and individuals, including the All-
Party Parliamentary Group on British Muslims, to come to a definition? 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, I acknowledge the massive and 
continuing work that my noble friend does in this area. As to her last point, I am 
very happy to meet the all-party group and community organisations to discuss 
these issues. There is a definition, as my noble friend rightly says, used by the 
Runnymede  Trust.  There  are  many  definitions,   but  we  do  not use  a  single  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107504/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107504/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628968/CPS_annual_report_2016_17.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628968/CPS_annual_report_2016_17.pdf
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definition of Islamophobia, and I do not accept that there is a need for a definitive 
one. It is clearly recognised, and we have very effective monitoring of race-hate 
crimes. As my noble friend knows, considerable work is done by Tell MAMA and 
the Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group in these areas. We do that while 
understanding and being able to recognise Islamophobia, but perhaps not being 
able to define it precisely. 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon (Crossbench): My Lords, the noble Baroness, Lady Warsi, 
has rightly drawn our attention to the vagueness of the term Islamophobia. I add a point 
that concerns me: the culture of victimhood that it can easily lead to, which is not very 
healthy. There is also the way in which figures for crimes against other people are 
included in the statistics for Islamophobia—up to one-third, according to a freedom of 
information request. But the greatest concern is that this sort of thing does not really 
tackle the underlying issue of hate crime, which arises out of ignorance and prejudice. It 
is there at all levels of society, and we are doing very little to combat it. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, the noble Lord is right about the general 
nature of the fact that we have a considerable body of hate crime based on race, 
gender, religion, disability, sexual orientation, age and so on. Any hate crime is a 
crime against us all; that is a starting point. It is worth noting that we have some 
very effective legislation in this country, which is—thank goodness—very much 
enforced on a routine and regular basis. I do not accept that we are unable to act 
on this because we have no particular definition of Islamophobia. As I said, 
considerable and very effective work is done by Tell MAMA and the Anti-Muslim 
Hatred Working Group in that area. We see the results of that every day through 
very effective reporting and enforcing, and considerable interfaith work done by 
groups coming together in that regard. 

The Lord Bishop of Norwich: My Lords, does the Minister agree that, whatever our 
definition of Islamophobia, one of the most effective ways of preventing it is by good 
relationships between the different faith communities, exemplified by the new 
church/mosque twinning programme promoted by the Christian Muslim Forum? That is 
already established in Oldham, Rochdale, Walsall and Wolverhampton. What can the 
Government do to encourage those local community initiatives, which can transform the 
way in which a local community views Muslims in their midst? 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, the right reverend Prelate is right about 
the many good examples on the ground, brought about by the Christian church, in 
conjunction with the Muslim religion and, often, with the Jewish religion. I have 
seen very effective partnerships, such as Nisa-Nashim, as well as the effective 
partnerships through virtually all our 42 cathedrals in England, where massive 
good work is done. Considerable good work, probably more effective than 
anything, is also done by prominent British Muslims through example. I am 
thinking of people such as Nadiya Hussain, Mo Farah and so on, who probably do 
far more by example than many of these programmes. 

Baroness Farrington of Ribbleton (Labour): My Lords, will the Minister give the House 
an undertaking that, given some statements by police authorities that they are unable to 
cover the following-up of hate crimes because of cuts in their staffing levels and budgets, 
the Government will act immediately to ensure that police budgets are made up to the 
point where hate crimes can be followed through? 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, we and the Home Office meet regularly 
with police forces to discuss these issues, and that issue has not been brought to 
my attention. If the noble Baroness has evidence of this, I would be very happy to 
look at it. Indeed, if any noble Lord has such evidence, please bring it forward, 
and I will certainly take a close look at it. 

Baroness Pinnock (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, monitoring hate crimes is very 
important, but encouraging education programmes to counter hate crime is more so. 
Given that local government cuts have resulted in savage reductions in community 
cohesion  programmes and  young  people’s services,  will the Minister  agree to  explore  
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ways in which more resources could be provided to enable local councils to provide 
those services to encourage greater cohesion and understanding between communities? 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Lords, local authorities do an excellent job in 
ensuring that organisations such as the Holocaust Educational Trust get the 
message across about some of the dreadful events that have happened in the 
past and in ensuring that community cohesion, good interfaith relations and the 
importance of different religions is understood in schools. That is happening very 
effectively, as I see on a regular basis when I visit schools and other community 
organisations. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-10-17/debates/A731DF08-23EA-4D1F-B206-
00FCB7EB2C67/Islamophobia  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

Tackling Hate Crime 
15.56 The Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children (Carl Sargeant) 
(Labour): … All hate crimes are abhorrent. … hate crime has devastating and long-
lasting effects on people and communities. In 2014, we launched ‘Tackling Hate Crimes 
and Incidents: A Framework for Action’, which sets out our commitment to challenge 
hostility and prejudice across all protected characteristics. The framework includes 
objectives such as prevention, support and improving the multi-agency response.  
One of the short-term goals of the framework was to increase the number of victims 
coming forward to report. We’ve had a lot of success in this area, and victims must have 
the confidence to report what has happened to them, and know how to do so. They need 
to be able to secure justice, and they also need to access support and advocacy in the 
aftermath of sometimes devastating crimes. This morning, the Home Office released its 
2016-17 hate crime figures. They show that 2,941 hate crimes were reported in Wales 
during 2016-17, which is a 22.3 per cent increase on 2015-16. Much of the increase is 
likely to be due to an increase in the rate of reporting, and this is welcome. Information 
from the Crime Survey of England and Wales shows that, between 2012 and 2015, only 
48 per cent of hate crime victims were reporting them to the police or to a third-party 
reporting centre. Since then, a lot of work has been done through the hate crime 
framework to increase the awareness and confidence of victims in coming forward.  
The number of hate crimes reported in Wales has increased year on year, demonstrating 
the value of the work the Welsh Government, the police, the third sector and other 
partners have put in. We have seen similar increases in the number of cases being dealt 
with by our national hate crime report and support centre. Last year, 2,655 cases were 
handled by the centre—a 21 per cent increase, compared to the previous year. In 2017-
18, 1,238 victims have already received advice, advocacy and support from the centre. 
… 
We’ve heard from police forces, the national hate crime report and support centre, third 
sector agencies and local support groups of the real concern at the rising number of hate 
crimes committed last year, and we must not ignore this evidence from experienced, 
professional and dedicated people who are dealing with this on a daily basis. They tell 
us, for example, of people recently enduring racial abuse from neighbours that they’ve 
lived alongside for many years who have never expressed such views before, of people 
being shouted at simply for speaking a language other than English—in some cases 
where the language being used was Welsh … 
… we’ve strong links with our faith communities across Wales. The First Minister and I 
meet with the faith communities forum twice a year—indeed, yesterday we met—to 
discuss matters affecting the economic, social and cultural life here in Wales. This 
reflects the Welsh Government’s commitment to working with faith groups at all levels to 
promote understanding and foster community cohesion. … 
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-10-17/debates/A731DF08-23EA-4D1F-B206-00FCB7EB2C67/Islamophobia
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-10-17/debates/A731DF08-23EA-4D1F-B206-00FCB7EB2C67/Islamophobia
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Some tensions manifest themselves in disorder, damage or physical violence. Other 
effects are less visible, making people feel vulnerable, excluded and fearful when they go 
about their daily lives. With effective monitoring of tensions, we can intervene to prevent 
hate crime and distress. … 

 

16.05 Mark Isherwood (Conservative): … In this National Hate Crime Awareness Week 
2017, let us acknowledge that hate crime is defined as an offence perceived to be 
motivated by hostility or prejudice towards someone based on a personal characteristic. 
This Welsh Government debate calls on us to note the progress made in relation to the 
Welsh Government’s 2014 tackling hate crime framework. The all-Wales hate crime 
research project, on which this is based, said that more needs to be done to increase the 
confidence of victims and witnesses to report hate incidents and to promote the view that 
reporting hate is the right thing to do. 
It recommended that the Welsh Government should take the lead on ensuring accessible 
third-party reporting mechanisms being in place for victims who don’t want to report 
directly to the police. … 

 

16.10 Bethan Jenkins (Plaid Cymru): … I took some inspiration … from Race Equality 
First and from the Ethnic Youth Support Team in Swansea. Those particular ideas were 
focusing on teacher training to deal with hate-related incidents and interventions in 
school. I think what’s important to recognise is that people’s social views are framed from 
a very young age, and what I found from the Ethnic Youth Support Team in Swansea, 
when I visited there a few weeks ago, was that they’re having specifically tailored 
workshops towards some people they’re identifying in the school who’re coming out with 
potentially racist comments, or derogatory comments at an early, early stage in their 
youth careers in school to try and understand why they’re coming out with such views 
and what manifests itself in those views. … 
I think what’s important also to note is our attempts, as a party and as a nation, to 
increase community cohesion—this should be at the heart of everything that we do in 
relation to hate crime, especially given that it’s been reported that hate crime against 
Muslims often is higher when the media reports on a terrorist incident. … 

 

16.16 Hannah Blythyn (Labour): … Government and other stakeholders need to work 
together with the police to develop more effective responses to hate online, in 
consultation with the people that are impacted and the organisations that are there to 
support them. … We cannot allow the continuation of an area that is allowed to incubate 
and to also amplify hate, because that online vacuum can then become a platform for 
people to go offline and perpetrate acts of hate. … 

 

16.22 Neil Hamilton (UKIP): … I do understand what hatred is all about when you 
encounter it in a real sense. But we have no far-right party today that is active in British 
politics of any size. The British National Party has disappeared, the English Defence 
League is insignificant, and I think we should celebrate that. We don’t have the problems 
that some European countries have, and therefore we shouldn’t get this out of 
perspective. … 
I think we have to accept, also, that the figures that are reported as hate crimes really 
tend to exaggerate the extent of the problem. … The definition in the Home Office 
operational guidance, which is accepted by police forces in Wales, is that, for recording 
purposes, the perception of the victim, or any other person, is the defining factor in 
determining whether an incident is a hate incident. So, even a third party can report a 
hate crime as such, and it will instantly be logged by the police as a hate crime, even in 
cases where the victim himself or herself may not have wished it to be so. … 

 

16.37 Carl Sargeant (Labour): …  Neil Hamilton raised some issues. He started … with 
when he was young he said there was less prejudice. What I hope he didn’t mean by 
saying that there was less prejudice then was that there’s acceptable prejudice now. 
Because what I do see—the Member alluded to and said that there are no far-right 
extreme parties of any number in the UK now. I’d probably disagree with him because, 
actually,  we  see  on  a  regular  basis,  on  a daily  basis,  where  individuals,  groups  of  
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individuals, have far-right extreme views, and we must stop that now. … 
 

16.41 Neil Hamilton (UKIP): … We know all about some of the anti-Jewish things that 
have been said by members of the Labour Party. There is prejudice in all parties. … 

 

16.41 Carl Sargeant (Labour): … this year marks the eightieth anniversary of Pastor 
Niemöller’s imprisonment by the Nazis? I’d like to remind Members of his historic call for 
people to stand together against bigotry, intolerance, oppression and hatred. His words 
are as powerful today as they were then:  
‘First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—Because I was not a 
Socialist. / Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out—Because I 
was not a Trade Unionist. / Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Jew. / Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak 
for me.’  
Llywydd, failure to confront hate crime will threaten all of us in the end. Abuse or 
discrimination against people because of their race, faith, nationality, age, disability, 
sexuality, gender or gender identity is wrong. Nobody should think that they have the 
licence to abuse people. We continue to tackle behaviour head-on. Nobody should suffer 
hostility, bullying or prejudice. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=4650&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#
C498626  

TOP 

 

 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answers 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 
Edward Leigh (Conservative) [106181] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, on what dates the Royal Parks agency was informed that 
Victoria Tower Gardens (a) was being considered and (b) had been chosen as a site for 
the Holocaust Memorial; and on what date the Royal Parks agency was informed that the 
Holocaust Learning Centre would also be located in those gardens. 

Marcus Jones: The Royal Parks was first consulted in December 2015 and they 
were advised of the decision to locate the Memorial in Victoria Tower Gardens in 
January 2016.The Royal Parks was subsequently consulted on locating the 
Learning Centre in Victoria Tower Gardens in May 2016. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106181/ 
 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 
Edward Leigh (Conservative) [106193] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, what estimate the Government has made of the annual cost of 
maintenance and security for the Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre in Victoria 
Tower Gardens after construction; and which organisation will bear those costs. 

Marcus Jones: The annual cost of maintenance and security will be determined 
by the full, detailed development of the Memorial and Learning Centre. The UK 
Holocaust Memorial Foundation (UKHMF) has engaged experts to help model 
these costs, which will be refined as the project progresses further. These costs 
will be borne from the overall UKHMF budget, which will be comprised of a mix of 
Government funding and private contributions. With cross-party support, the 
Government has committed £50 million to kick-start a society-wide fundraising 
effort. 

 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=4650&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#C498626
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=4650&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#C498626
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=4650&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#C498626
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106181/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106181/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106193/  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

West Bank 
5. Julie Elliott (Labour): What estimate he has made of the number of instances of 
demolitions, settlement expansion and land appropriation in the west bank. [901175] 

The Minister for the Middle East (Alistair Burt): We are gravely concerned by 
demolitions, by the eviction of Palestinians and by the increased pace of 
settlement advancement, including the discussions this week of plans for 3,000 
new settlements units to be constructed on the west bank. Such actions 
undermine both the physical viability of the two-state solution and Israel’s 
commitment to it. 

Julie Elliott: I thank the Minister for that answer. I recently visited the communities of 
Khan al-Ahmar and Susiya in Area C of the west bank, both of which are under threat of 
demolition. I was surprised that both have received significant investment from the EU 
and therefore from the British taxpayer. Will the Minister tell me what representations he 
has made to the Israeli Government about that? 

Alistair Burt: I visited Susiya in August to talk to members of the community 
about the pressures that they were under. We maintain a continued interest in 
legal arguments in relation to both Khan al-Ahmar and Susiya, and we regularly 
make it clear to the Israeli authorities that activities there and other settlement 
actions are deeply concerning, and undermine the intentions that we all have for a 
viable two-state solution and a movement towards peace. 

Oliver Dowden (Conservative): I join the Minister in agreeing that such settlements are 
not in any way conducive to peace, but does he agree that what is required in the end is 
a negotiated settlement involving the other countries in the region? That will inevitably 
involve an element of land swap, which the Palestinians have accepted in the past. 

Alistair Burt: It does and, as many of us are aware, the outline of the parameters 
of a peace agreement, including some degree of land swaps, is known. However, 
the encroachment in recent years of Israeli settlements on areas well beyond 
those anticipated to be part of a future land swap undermines the credibility of the 
so-called commitment to that answer. 

17. Philippa Whitford (SNP): It is 100 years since the Balfour declaration promised not 
just a Jewish homeland but to protect the rights of non-Jewish communities in Palestine. 
What I saw on the west bank during my recent visit amounts to conquest by concrete and 
totally undermines any possibility of a two-state solution. With Palestinian reconciliation 
providing new impetus, will the UK Government recognise their responsibility to re-
establish a meaningful peace process? [901188] 

Alistair Burt: We work extremely hard to play our part in fulfilling that second half 
of the Balfour declaration. I met one of the negotiators appointed by President 
Trump at the United Nations General Assembly in New York, and I was recently in 
Israel to talk to people there. We believe it is absolutely essential to make 
progress on the middle east peace process, which is not something to be 
managed but something to be solved, and the United Kingdom is bending all its 
efforts to seek to do so, particularly in this sensitive year. 

23.Joan Ryan (Labour): Does the Minister agree that Hezbollah poses a serious threat 
to Israel’s security  and presents a  significant barrier to peace in the  middle east?  Does  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106193/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106193/
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he share my concern about recent reports that Iran has been constructing rocket 
factories for Hezbollah in Lebanon, and that the terrorists now have weapons capable of 
hitting any part of Israel? [901194] 

Alistair Burt: The short answer is yes. Hezbollah appears to have been rearmed 
in recent years, and the conflict in Syria has provided the opportunity for Iran to 
supply more weapons—and more dangerous weapons—to Hezbollah. The 
possibility of a confrontation remains high. Those who have been committed to 
violence should renounce that commitment and make progress on reconciliation 
among the Palestinians on that basis, and all the parties involved should seek the 
peace we all want in the region. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/CA74B1CA-BA73-4AE5-
BD53-262755087B6D/WestBank  
 

Counter-terrorism 
… Crispin Blunt (Conservative): Did my right hon. Friend notice Tony Blair’s remarks 
over the weekend in which he recognised that the international community was wrong 
not to enter into dialogue with Hamas when it was elected in 2006? In the light of the deal 
between Hamas and Fatah that has been brokered by Egypt, is there not now another 
opportunity to engage Hamas in a dialogue in order to draw it into a constructive position 
and at least have a chance of making it a more constructive player?  

Boris Johnson: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for that question; he brings great 
learning to this subject. In the end, there might be the prospect of Hamas being 
brought in—of course that must be right—but before that can happen it has to 
renounce terror, to recognise Israel’s right to exist, to cease and desist from vile 
and anti-Semitic propaganda and to abide by the Quartet principles. Nevertheless, 
what he says has a profound truth; if only Hamas would listen to it and act on 
what he says. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-10-17/debates/EFE9B19D-2DF2-4CEF-A7D1-
3FCFF16CEB8B/Counter-Terrorism#contribution-A52341EF-ED25-410F-8480-BB271DC061B2  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Stephen Crabb (Conservative): I strongly welcome the Foreign Secretary’s earlier 
remarks about Hamas, but does he share my deep concern about the groups linked to 
Islamic State that now have a presence in Gaza and Sinai and that, even in recent days, 
have been firing rockets into southern Israel? 

portant, not only for those who live in the immediate target area but for wider 
regional peace. There can be no peace without a rejection of violence, particularly 
rocket attacks in relation to Israel, but there are indications that something is 
going on that may help the process of peace in the area. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/0BDB6BB8-AD16-4BA9-9C51-
10E09C865684/TopicalQuestions#contribution-FD8745B6-01A8-44E7-B883-BCE9690A5256  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
T7.Philippa Whitford (SNP): On my recent trip, I visited Gaza, where the humanitarian 
situation is appalling. In Northern Ireland, all parties were involved in achieving peace, so 
will the UK Government change their approach to Hamas and include it, to isolate those 
extremist groups?[901168] 

Alistair Burt: The short answer is no, as the Foreign Secretary indicated earlier, 
until there is movement on the Quartet principles. However, resolution to improve 
the humanitarian situation in Gaza is urgently needed, and we are doing all that 
we can to support that. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/0BDB6BB8-AD16-4BA9-9C51-
10E09C865684/TopicalQuestions#contribution-DA346DC7-FEC0-425D-8F40-8AC07F9AF0CD  
 
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/CA74B1CA-BA73-4AE5-BD53-262755087B6D/WestBank
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/CA74B1CA-BA73-4AE5-BD53-262755087B6D/WestBank
http://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-10-17/debates/EFE9B19D-2DF2-4CEF-A7D1-3FCFF16CEB8B/Counter-Terrorism#contribution-A52341EF-ED25-410F-8480-BB271DC061B2
http://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-10-17/debates/EFE9B19D-2DF2-4CEF-A7D1-3FCFF16CEB8B/Counter-Terrorism#contribution-A52341EF-ED25-410F-8480-BB271DC061B2
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/0BDB6BB8-AD16-4BA9-9C51-10E09C865684/TopicalQuestions#contribution-FD8745B6-01A8-44E7-B883-BCE9690A5256
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/0BDB6BB8-AD16-4BA9-9C51-10E09C865684/TopicalQuestions#contribution-FD8745B6-01A8-44E7-B883-BCE9690A5256
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/0BDB6BB8-AD16-4BA9-9C51-10E09C865684/TopicalQuestions#contribution-DA346DC7-FEC0-425D-8F40-8AC07F9AF0CD
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/0BDB6BB8-AD16-4BA9-9C51-10E09C865684/TopicalQuestions#contribution-DA346DC7-FEC0-425D-8F40-8AC07F9AF0CD
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Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
T9. Paula Sherriff (Labour): I refer to my entry in the Register of Members’ Financial 
Interests. What is the UK Government’s position on the recognition of Palestine? Did the 
Minister see the recent YouGov poll, commissioned by the Council for Arab-British 
Understanding and Arab News, that showed a majority of respondents in favour, with 
only 14% in opposition? [901170] 

Alistair Burt: The UK Government position is that Palestine will be recognised 
when it is in the best interests of the peace process to do so, which leaves the 
matter quite open. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/0BDB6BB8-AD16-4BA9-9C51-
10E09C865684/TopicalQuestions#contribution-58E356DF-211B-4DE4-9897-87AF90C1E67E  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Balfour Declaration: Anniversaries 
Jared O’Mara (Labour) [107033] To ask the Prime Minister, what recent discussions she 
has had with the Prime Minister of Israel on the centenary of the Balfour Declaration. 

Theresa May: During my discussion with Prime Minister Netanyahu on 9 October 
we discussed his forthcoming visit to the UK on the anniversary of the Balfour 
centenary. We are proud of the role we played in the creation of Israel, and will 
mark the centenary with pride and respect. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/107033/  
 

Gaza: Health Services 
Julie Cooper (Labour) [106727] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what steps her Department is taking to provide funding and support to 
healthcare centres in Gaza which are operating without electricity or fuel for backup 
generators. 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about the humanitarian situation in Gaza and 
continue to monitor it closely, including the effect electricity shortages are having 
on the health sector. We urge all the parties to find a sustainable solution. The UK 
is a long-term supporter of United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA) which provides basic services to 1.3 million people in Gaza 
including basic health care. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106727/ 
 

Gaza 
Julie Cooper (Labour) [106731] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to end the blockade of the 
Gaza strip by Israel. 

Alistair Burt: There is an urgent need to address the troubling situation in Gaza. I 
visited Gaza on 21 August and saw the extent of this firsthand. Ultimately, Hamas' 
decision to embrace violence and reject the Quartet Principles lies at the heart of 
the Gazan tragedy. We need a durable agreement that addresses the underlying 
causes of the conflict and transforms the situation in Gaza. 
We welcome the steps that Israel has taken to ease some restrictions. However, 
we want to see Israel go much further and we are continuing to call on Israel to do 
so. We continue to stress to the Israeli authorities the damage that their 
restrictions are doing to the living standards of ordinary Palestinians in Gaza and 
that supporting legal trade for Gazans is firmly in Israel's long-term interests. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106731/ 

 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/0BDB6BB8-AD16-4BA9-9C51-10E09C865684/TopicalQuestions#contribution-58E356DF-211B-4DE4-9897-87AF90C1E67E
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-17/debates/0BDB6BB8-AD16-4BA9-9C51-10E09C865684/TopicalQuestions#contribution-58E356DF-211B-4DE4-9897-87AF90C1E67E
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/107033/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/107033/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106727/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106727/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106731/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106731/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Julie Cooper (Labour) [106732] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to improve dialogue and 
communication between (a) Israel and Hamas, (b) Israel and the Palestinian Authority 
and (c) the Palestinian Authority and Hamas. 

Alistair Burt: We encourage both Israel and the Palestinian Authority (PA) to take 
steps that rebuild trust and improve dialogue and communication which is crucial 
for negotiations to succeed. But whilst we and partners are doing all we can, 
ultimately peace will only come through fresh negotiations between the parties. 
The UK’s longstanding policy on reconciliation between the PA and Hamas is 
clear. We support the Palestinian people in realising self-determination through an 
independent, sovereign, and unified Palestinian state, in the West Bank and 
Gaza. We welcome Egyptian efforts to facilitate the return of the legitimate PA to 
Gaza, including enabling the recent PA Ministers’ visit to Gaza. We encourage 
those involved in the process to engage in good faith, allowing the PA to fully 
resume its government functions in Gaza, and ensuring compliance with the 
Quartet Principles. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106732/  
 

Gaza: Electricity 
Julie Cooper (Labour) [106805] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what steps her Department is taking to provide funding and support to 
people in Gaza to restore full electricity supply from domestic and international sources. 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about the situation in Gaza and continue to 
monitor it closely. The UK’s Ambassador in Tel Aviv and our Consul-General in 
Jerusalem have raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities and the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) respectively. We have encouraged the PA to ensure 
their policy in Gaza does not unnecessarily impact the civilian population. We 
urge all the parties to find a sustainable solution. The UK is a long-term supporter 
of United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) 
which provides basic services to 1.3 million people in Gaza including basic health 
care, and we are supporting humanitarian access, enabling reconstruction efforts 
and investing in job creation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106805/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: West Bank 
Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat) [HL1683] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
what discussions they have had with the government of Israel regarding the possible 
demolition of Khan al-Ahmar. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government remains gravely concerned about 
continued demolition of Palestinian property by the Israeli authorities including 
proposals to demolish the Bedouin village of Khan al-Ahmar. Such demolitions 
could pave the way for settlement building in E1, threatening the possibility of a 
two-state solution with Jerusalem as a shared capital. The UK has repeatedly 
called on Israeli authorities to halt proposals to demolish Khan al-Ahmar. Prior to 
the most recently scheduled Israeli High Court hearing on the matter on 25 
September – subsequently postponed - our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised our 
concerns with the Israeli authorities on 24 September. The Foreign Secretary 
expressed   our  concern   about  the  proposals   when  he  met   Prime   Minister  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106732/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106732/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106805/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106805/
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Netanyahu in Israel on 8 March. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-02/HL1683/  

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Jews: Yemen 
Andrew Percy (Conservative) [106269] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what assistance the Government is providing to Jewish people seeking to 
leave Yemen. 

Brandon Lewis: There are safe and legal routes for people to come to the UK 
should they wish to join family members here, work or study. They would need to 
meet the requirements of the relevant Immigration Rule under which they were 
applying to qualify for a visa. Details about the criteria and how to apply are 
available on the GOV.UK website at: http://www.gov.uk/apply-uk-visa. 
However, there is no provision in the Immigration Rules for people to be allowed 
to travel to the UK to seek asylum. Those who need international protection 
should claim in the first safe country they reach – that is the fastest route to 
safety. 
Those who have left Yemen and been recognised as refugees by UNHCR may be 
eligible for resettlement under one of our discretionary resettlement schemes: 
Gateway, Mandate or the Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement Scheme which 
resettles at-risk children and their families living in Turkey, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan or 
Lebanon. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106269/  
 

USA: UNESCO 
Catherine West (Labour) [107523] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, whether he has raised the US withdrawal from UNESCO with his 
US counterpart. 

Alan Duncan: Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials in our Embassy in 
Washington have discussed the decision with US counterparts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107523/  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-02/HL1683/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-02/HL1683/
http://www.gov.uk/apply-uk-visa
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106269/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106269/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107523/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/107523/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
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Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
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