
 1 

15 October 2017 
Issue 1,514  

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 

 

Home Affairs 

Scottish Government 

Hate has no home in Scotland 
The Scottish Government has joined with Police Scotland and the Crown Office (COPFS) 
to launch a new campaign against hate crime. 
‘Hate has no home in Scotland’ launches during Hate Crime Awareness Week and will 
run until 26 November. It aims to increase public understanding of what hate crime is, 
and how to report it – for those who personally experience it and, importantly, bystanders 
to hate crimes.  
More than 5,300 cases of hate crime were reported in Scotland over the past year, with 
many other incidents going unreported. … 
Launching the campaign, Equalities Secretary Angela Constance said: “We all need to 
play our part to eradicate hate crime, which has no place in Scotland. ‘Hate has no home’ 
encourages and empowers people to recognise hate crime and report it, stopping this 
discrimination at its source. That is particularly important when people are bystanders – 
no one should be a passive witness when one of our fellow citizens is attacked because 
of who they are. … 
Chief Superintendent John McKenzie, Police Scotland, Safer Communities, said: “People 
of all races, religions, ethnicities, of any sexual orientation or with any disability should be 
able to live their lives free from hate or harassment. There is no place for hate in 
Scotland and it is our communities, who will lead the way in tackling hate crime with the 
support of police, the Government and other partners. Hate crime is under reported, we 
want to change that and we are asking people not to be bystanders. Speak out, help us 
tackle hate crime. … 
Lord Advocate James Wolffe QC said: … “Crime motivated by hatred is not only a wrong 
against the individual, but is an affront to our collective values as a community, creating 
division and fear. That is why we treat it so seriously and why we will continue to do so.” 
… 
To read the full press release see 
https://news.gov.scot/news/hate-has-no-home-in-scotland 
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Tackling Hate Crime in Wales: What next? 
… There were 2,405 recorded hate crimes across the four  Welsh  Police  Force Areas in  
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2015-16, compared to 2,259 in 2014-15, and increase of over 6%. 
The Office of National Statistics has attributed recent increases in some categories of 
police recorded crime to improvements in police recording, rather than an actual increase 
in offences. … 
As the figures published by the Home Office cover hate crimes recorded by the police 
between 1 April 2015 and 31 March 2016, the number of offences will not be affected by 
any increase in hate crime following the EU Referendum on 23 June 2016. 
However, following the EU referendum, the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) 
requested weekly returns from police forces across England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
to measure the level of hate crime. This data showed a sharp increase in hate crime in 
July, with the number of racially or religiously aggravated offences recorded by the police 
in July 2016 being 41% higher than in July 2015. The number of hate crimes recorded in 
August declined to a level seen earlier in 2016, but remained higher than the figures in 
2015. … 
To read the full briefing see 
https://seneddresearch.blog/2017/10/12/tackling-hate-crime-in-wales-what-next/  
 
 

Court of Appeal 

HM Chief Inspector of Education, Children’s Services and Skills -v- The Interim 
Executive Board of Al-Hijrah School 
This appeal considers whether it amounts to discrimination for a mixed-sex school to 
have a complete segregation of male and female pupils over a certain age. … 
Al-Hijrah School (“the School”) is a voluntary aided faith school for girls and boys aged 
between 4 and 16. The School has an Islamic ethos and for religious reasons believes 
that separation of the sexes from Year 5 onwards is obligatory. Complete segregation of 
boys and girls in the age range of 9 to 16 for all lessons, breaks, school clubs and trips is 
one of the defining characteristics of the School. This policy is public and apparent both 
to parents of potential pupils and to regulators. … 
In a June 2016 Inspection Report Ofsted assessed the School as “inadequate” in 
“effectiveness of leadership and management”. One factor in this assessment was the 
segregation of pupils. Ofsted did not express any opinion that girls were receiving a 
different or qualitatively poorer level of education than boys but it assessed that the 
segregation limited the pupils’ social development and the extent to which they were 
prepared for interaction with the opposite sex when they left school … The School issued 
proceedings for judicial review of the Inspection Report, seeking an order that it be 
quashed. 
The High Court allowed the School’s claim. … [and] rejected Ofsted’s submissions that 
the segregation imposed a particular detriment on female pupils. … 
The Court of Appeal unanimously allowed the appeal. It held that the School’s policy of 
strict segregation caused detriment and less favourable treatment for both male and 
female pupils respectively by reason of their sex … 
The motive for discrimination was irrelevant. That the School had a religious motivation 
for the segregation is therefore not relevant. The same was true of parental satisfaction 
with the School’s policy. Whilst the statutory provisions in the Education Act 1996 and the 
School Standards and Framework Act 1998 provide for the accommodation of parental 
choice in their children’s education, this cannot negate the statutory right of each child to 
be educated in a nondiscriminatory manner … 
Ofsted made clear during the proceedings that if their appeal succeeded they would 
apply a consistent approach to all similarly organised schools. What steps may be 
required to be taken to address the discrimination and within what timescale fell outside 
the present proceedings … 
To read the full press release see 
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https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/summary-interim-executive-
board-of-al-hijrah-school-20171013.pdf 
 

To read the full judgment see 
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/judgment-interim-executive-
board-of-al-hijrah-school-20171013.pdf  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Marie Rimmer (Labour) [10483] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps the Government is taking to facilitate negotiations 
between the Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority on peace in the Middle 
East. 

Alistair Burt: We continue to believe the two-state solution is the only viable long-
term solution to the Arab Israeli conflict. We are concerned that ongoing 
settlement construction, incitement and terrorist attacks are undermining 
prospects for peace. Ultimately we believe that peace will only come through 
negotiations between the parties, but international action could play a role in 
supporting progress. We are in close consultation with international partners 
including the US about what kind of renewed process might have a better chance 
of success, including one with a greater role for regional partners. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-13/10483/ 
 

Israel: Intelligence Services 
Caroline Lucas (Green) [105027] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had with the Israeli Government on 
intelligence-gathering targeting pro-Palestinian activists; whether he has requested any 
information from Israel about UK nationals; and whether he holds any information on the 
number of UK citizens affected by such intelligence gathering. 

Alistair Burt: It is the longstanding policy of successive UK Governments not to 
comment on intelligence matters. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-13/105027/  
 

Israel: Entry Clearances 
Caroline Lucas (Green) [105028] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effect on UK citizens of the 
Israeli laws which preclude entry to that country for pro-Palestinian activists, supporters 
of the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions Campaign and people who call for a ban on 
trade with illegal Israeli settlements. 

Alistair Burt: We have not made any assessment. It is for Israel to decide its 
immigration policy. The UK's immigration policy is similarly protected. We have 
updated our travel advice recommending that concerned UK nationals contact the 
Israeli Embassy for further information. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-13/105028/  
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Palestinians: Schools 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [105565] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, pursuant to the Answer of 13 September 2017 to Question 8642, on 
Palestinians: schools, what criteria her Department applied in its assessment of the 
findings and recommendations of the IMPACT-se report on the Palestinian Elementary 
School Curriculum 2016-17, published in April 2017. 

Alistair Burt: When assessing the findings and recommendations of this report, 
the Department for International Development considered: the impartiality of the 
organisation writing the report; the research methods used and; the existence of 
clear evidence to support the conclusions in the report. DFID also cross-checked 
the findings with other international reports to assess whether the evidence, and 
resulting conclusions, were comparable. Where findings differed from other 
organisations we assessed whether this was based on credible evidence. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/105565/  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8642/  

 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/PA-Curriculum-2017-Revised.pdf  
 

Palestinians: Children 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [106169] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, with reference to the Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) and her Department, what discussions she has had with the 
PA on its funding of summer camps named after Dalal Mughrabi. 

Alistair Burt: Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to adhere to the principle of non-
violence and to tackle language that could incite violence or hatred. The UK 
continues to urge the Palestinian leadership to avoid engaging in, or encouraging, 
any type of action and language that makes it more difficult to achieve a 
negotiated solution to the conflict. I raised this with senior Palestinian counterparts 
during my recent visit. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106169/ 
 

Palestinians: Cybercrime 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [106170] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, with reference to the Memorandum of Understanding between her 
Department and the Palestinian Authority (PA), what discussions she has had with the 
PA on the Electronic Crimes Law adopted in July 2017. 

Alistair Burt: Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority (PA) includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to respect human rights and other 
international obligations.  The UK raised our concerns about the Electronic Crimes 
Law with the PA on 27 September and we are continuing to discuss this with the 
PA. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106170/  
 

Palestinians: Judges 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [106171] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, with reference to the Memorandum of Understanding between her 
Department and the Palestinian Authority (PA), what discussions she has had with the 
PA on proposed legislation allowing the executive branch to dismiss judges. 
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Alistair Burt: We have not raised this specific issue with the Palestinian Authority 
(PA). We will monitor progress of this proposed legislation and if it contravenes 
the PA’s commitment to respect human rights and other international obligations 
then we will raise this with the PA. With DFID support, the United Nations Office 
for Project Services (UNOPS) is providing technical assistance to the Palestinian 
Authority Ministry of Interior to support the development of capable, accountable 
and responsive security and justice services. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106171/  
 

Palestinians: Immigration Controls 
Lym Brown (Labour) [105643] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, if she will make an assessment of the potential implications for the 
development of the Palestinian Territories of Amendment 27 to the Entry into Israel law 
of 1952. 

Alistair Burt: The full implications of this Amendment are not yet clear. DFID 
holds regular conversations with our partner organisations in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPTs) about issues affecting their work and the 
development of the OPTs. We will continue to monitor this situation as it develops. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/105643/  
 

Israel: Immigration Controls 
Lyn Brown (Labour) [105646] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what information her Department holds of instances when the work of 
organisations in receipt of its funding or other support has been materially affected by the 
enforcement by the Government of Israel of Amendment 27 to the Entry into Israel law of 
1952. 

Alistair Burt: The full implications of this Amendment are not yet clear. The UK is 
aware of NGOs who have expressed concerns. We will be paying close attention 
to any potential impact on the work of our partners and monitoring the situation as 
it develops. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/105646/  
 

Occupied Territories: Overseas Aid 
Richard Burden (Labour) [106502] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, when she plans to publish the review of her Department's aid programme 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Alistair Burt: The Secretary of State has concluded a full examination of DFID’s 
programme in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). The outcomes of the 
examination are reflected in DFID’s published country profile for the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories which can be found online at:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfid-occupied-palestinian-territories-
profile-july-2017. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106502/  
 

 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: Bedouin 
Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat) [HL1682] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
how much funding they have provided to the Bedouin community of Khan al-Ahmar. 

Lord Bates:  The UK  has  provided  approximately  £120,000  over  the  last  four  
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years to Khan al-Ahmar through the Norwegian Refugee Council’s (NRC) legal aid 
programme to support communities facing demolition. Approximately £51,000 was 
also provided in the last four years through our share of the European Civil 
Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) support to NRC for legal aid 
work. 
The UK is gravely concerned about proposals to demolish Khan al-Ahmar and has 
raised the issue with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-02/HL1682/  
 
 

TUC 

Q. What do Israel, Germany and Japan have in common? 
A1. They are the only countries where both unemployment and wages have improved 
since the financial crisis. A2. They are all countries where government spending wasn’t 
cut. … 
To read the full blog, based on figures from the IMF “World Economic Outlook, 
October 2017”, see 
https://www.tuc.org.uk/blogs/q-what-do-israel-germany-and-japan-have-common  
 
 

IMF: World Economic Outlook, October 2017 
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2017/09/19/world-economic-outlook-
october-2017 

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

TOP 
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