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Home Affairs 

Scottish Labour 

Resignation of Kezia Dugdale MSP from the post of Scottish Labour Leader 
… It has been an honour and a privilege to have served this party in a leadership position 
for the last two and a half years, covering four national elections and one referendum. … 
Earlier this year I lost a dear friend who taught me a lot about how to live. His terminal 
illness forced him to identify what he really wanted from life, how to make the most of it 
and how to make a difference. He taught me how precious and short life was and never 
to waste a moment. 
Being leader has always been a difficult but fulfilling challenge. One that until now I have 
enjoyed, driven by a clear guiding purpose and goals, many of which I have achieved. 
I am proud of the fact that I've demonstrated how the parliament's powers can be used to 
stop austerity with progressive taxes and the creation of new benefits. Proud to have 
advanced the call for federalism across the UK. Proud to have delivered real autonomy 
for the Scottish Labour Party and a guaranteed voice for Scotland and Wales on the 
NEC. … 
A marker of success for me was to leave as leader with the party in better shape than I 
found it and I have done that. 
Emerging from the challenging times following the 2014 referendum, and the 2015 UK 
election, we now have a solid platform on which to build towards success, and 
government. 
I have given the task of achieving this all that I have.  But with nearly four years now until 
the next Scottish Parliament elections, I am convinced that the party needs a new leader 
with fresh energy, drive and a new mandate to take the party into that contest. 
I will continue as a Labour MSP for the Lothian Region and I am already looking forward 
to spending more time with constituents and on constituency issues. 
Too often our leaders leave in a crisis, with scores to settle. I love this party too much for 
that to be my way. There will be no press conference and no off the record briefing in my 
name.  I choose to stand down because I believe it is best for me and best for Scottish 
Labour, at a time when we can be positive and optimistic about our future. … 
To read the full text see 
http://www.scottishlabour.org.uk/blog/entry/full-text-of-kezia-dugdales-resignation-letter 
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Israel 

United Nations 

In Palestine, UN chief says two-state solution 'only way to guarantee peace' 
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres today reiterated his call for a political 
solution to the Middle East conflict that would end Israel's occupation of Palestinian land 
and would create an independent Palestinian state, living side by side with Israel in 
peace and security. 
“It is my deep belief that it is essential to restart a serious and credible political process of 
negotiation aiming at that objective – the two-state solution – as it is also important to 
create conditions on the ground to improve the situation of Palestinian populations,” Mr. 
Guterres said at a press conference in Ramallah after meeting with Palestinian Prime 
Minister Rami Hamdallah. 
“A two-state solution that will end the occupation and, with the creation of conditions, also 
the suffering even to the Palestinian people, is in my opinion the only way to guarantee 
that peace is established and, at the same time, that two states can live together in 
security and in mutual recognition,” Mr. Guterres said. 
He said that Israel's settlement activity represented a major obstacle to the 
implementation of the two-state solution although there are other obstacles. 
The UN chief also expressed a concern about the humanitarian situation in the Gaza 
Strip, and pledged to support the effort towards creating conditions for a unified 
Palestinian leadership both in West Bank and Gaza. 
To a question about Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's latest comments on 
settlements in West Bank, Mr. Guterres said “it is clear that there is a disagreement on 
that matter.“We believe that settlement activity is illegal under international law […] it is 
an obstacle to the two-state solution,” he added. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57431#.WabFKdMjGnY  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Mandatory Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) recording in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 21 September 2017) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/  
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