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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Extremism 
Baroness Helic (Conservative) [HL822] Her Majesty's Government, further to the 
Written Statement by Baroness Williams of Trafford on extremism (HLWS40), how many 
institutions in the UK were found, or estimated, to teach deeply conservative forms of 
Islam, and to provide highly socially conservative literature and preachers to UK Islamic 
institutions; and how many individuals in total are estimated to study at those institutions. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government laid a Written Ministerial 
Statement in Parliament on Wednesday 12 July, which conveyed the main 
findings of the review into the funding for Islamist extremist activity in the UK. The 
review has improved the Government’s understanding of the nature, scale and 
sources of funding for Islamist extremism in the UK. 
The review’s report is classified because of the volume of personal information it 
contains and for national security reasons. The Written Ministerial Statement is a 
comprehensive and representative reflection of the review’s findings; the 
Government has no plans to comment further on these. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-13/HL822/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-07-12/HLWS40/ 
 

Extremism 
Baroness Helic (Conservative) [HL823] Her Majesty's Government, further to the 
Written Statement by Baroness Williams of Trafford on extremism (HLWS40), what 
assessment they have made of the link between (1) the distribution of the highly socially 
conservative literature referred to in the review, and (2) extremist activity; and what 
action they plan to take to prevent the publication and distribution of such material in the 
UK. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government laid a Written Ministerial 
Statement in Parliament on Wednesday 12 July, which conveyed the main 
findings of the Government’s review into the funding for Islamist extremist activity 
in the UK. The review has given us the best picture we’ve ever had of how 
extremists operating in the UK sustain their activities. It has improved our 
understanding of the nature,  scale and sources  of funding for  Islamist extremism  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-13/HL822/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-13/HL822/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-07-12/HLWS40/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-07-12/HLWS40/
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in the UK. The review’s report is classified because of the volume of personal 
information it contains and for national security reasons. 
No single measure will tackle all of the issues of concern raised in the review. The 
Government has looked carefully at the review’s findings and will build on the 
measures set out in the Written Ministerial Statement. The Government will also 
be establishing a powerful new Commission for Countering Extremism. The 
Commission will have an important role in supporting the Government’s efforts to 
defeat all forms of extremism. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-13/HL823/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-07-12/HLWS40/ 
 

Extremism: definition 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) [HL896] Her Majesty's Government what definition of 
political and social extremism they used in the review mentioned by Baroness Williams of 
Trafford on 12 July (HLWS1040); and whether it included religious conservatism 
advocating female genital mutilation, honour killings and the application of Sharia law in 
the UK without the full consent of all parties affected. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government’s definition of extremism as set 
out in the Counter-Extremism Strategy published in October 2015, was used for 
the review. Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values 
including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and the mutual respect and 
tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We also regard calls for the death of 
members of our armed forces as extremist. 
Advocating female genital mutilation, honour killings and the application of Sharia 
law in the UK without the full consent of all parties affected is vocal opposition to 
individual liberty and therefore extremist in the terms of this definition 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-17/HL896/  
 

The statement referred to above, which has been wrongly noted as HLWS1040 – the 
correct identification number is HLWS40 – can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Lords/2017-07-12/HLWS40/ 
 

The Counter-Extremism Strategy referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470094/51
859_Cm9148_PRINT.PDF  
 
 

Forward Thinking for the Independent Reviewer of Terrorism 
Legislation 

UK ‘Building Bridges’ Programme: Community Roundtables: A report on the 
aftermath of the terrorist attacks in London and Manchester 
http://www.forward-thinking.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/UK-Building-
Bridges-Programme_-Community-Roundtables_-A-report-on-the-aftermath-of-the-
terrorist-attacks-in-London-and-Mancehster_July-2017-.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Gaza: United Nations 
Baroness Tonge [HL1108] Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Lord Bates on 18 July (HL659), whether they expect to receive a report from the UN on 
its mission to Gaza on 10 July, in which they participated; and if so, when. 

Lord Bates: The UN issued a press release and a report on Gaza’s socio-
economic status to coincide with its mission to Gaza on 10 July, in which the UK 
participated. We do not anticipate any further reporting from the UN on this 
mission, but are working closely with them to monitor the situation in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-19/HL1108/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL659/ 
 

The press release referred to above can be read at 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57157#.WXsYUdOGOnZ 
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://unsco.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/gaza_10_years_later_-_11_july_2017.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General Welcomes News that Crisis in Jerusalem Old City Has Been 
Defused 
… The Secretary-General welcomes the news that the crisis in the Old City of Jerusalem 
has been defused, in line with the status quo at the holy sites before 14 July.  He hopes 
that the dialogue will continue and contribute to creating an atmosphere of trust amongst 
the communities.  The Secretary-General will remain engaged with all stakeholders to 
this effect. 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18628.doc.htm  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 
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Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 
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