
 1 

27 July 2017 
Issue 1,483  

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religion: Freedom of Expression 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (UKIP) [HL1068] Her Majesty's Government, further to the 
Written Answer by Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth on 3 July (HL47), whether UK citizens are 
free to criticise religions in private and in public. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: Citizens of the United Kingdom are of course, free 
to criticise religions in private and public. However, it is not acceptable to stir up or 
promote hatred and violence against people because of their faith. Freedom of 
speech is one of the values that underpin our society but there are limits – it is not 
acceptable for people to abuse freedom of speech to incite hatred and division. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-19/HL1068/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-06-21/HL47/  
 
 

CST 

Community Security Trust Antisemitic Incidents Report reveals record number of 
antisemitic hate incidents in first six months of 2017 
CST's Antisemitic Incidents Report January – June 2017, published today, shows that in 
the first six months of this year, CST recorded 767 antisemitic incidents, which was a 
30% increase from the 589 incidents recorded during the same period in 2016. This total 
of 767 incidents is a record for the first six months of any year. A further 483 reports were 
received by CST in the first six months of 2017, but were not deemed to be antisemitic 
and are not included in this total.  
CST saw over 100 antisemitic incidents recorded for every month so far this year. This 
continues an unprecedented pattern of monthly totals higher than 100 incidents for every 
month since April 2016. The average monthly incident totals recorded by CST are now 
roughly double the level they were at five years ago. 
It is likely that the incident totals recorded by CST reflect a general, sustained rise in the 
number of antisemitic incidents in an average month. Jewish communal concern about 
antisemitism  and  consequent  better  reporting,  in addition to increased  reporting  from  
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commercial security guards, may contribute partly to the rise in recorded incidents. 
However, these factors alone do not explain the scale and breadth of the increase. … 
Home Secretary Amber Rudd MP responded to the report: “Antisemitism has no place in 
this country, which prides itself on openness, diversity and tolerance. … I am clear that 
one such incident is one too many and we will continue to do everything we can to stamp 
out the hatred and division that blights our communities. That is why we are providing 
£13.4m to protect Jewish sites and made available £900,000 for innovative schemes to 
tackle various types of hate crime. … 
Shadow Minister for Diverse Communities Dawn Butler MP said: “The continued rise in 
anti-Semitic incidents is appalling and is beginning to display a very worrying trend. 
These crimes have no place in our society. We must combat and tackle the root cause of 
this criminality and seek to build a society that is fair, tolerant and free of all forms of 
racism and discrimination.”  
Communities Secretary Sajid Javid MP said: “This rise in reported antisemitic incidents is 
completely unacceptable. Everyone in this country has a right to live without fear of 
abuse or attack and we must as a nation firmly condemn this hatred and all other forms 
of bigotry. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2017/07/27/cst-antisemitic-incidents-report-reveals-record-
number-of-antisemitic-hate-incidents-in-first-six-months-of-2017  
 
Antisemitic Incidents Report January – June 2017 
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/f/6/Antisemitic_Incidents_Report_Jan-June_2017.pdf 
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Israel 

United Nations 

Statement by the Secretary-General on continuing tensions in the Old City of 
Jerusalem 
I reiterate my concern over the situation in the Old City of Jerusalem. It is essential to 
fully respect the status quo at the holy sites as before 14 July. 
I welcome the dialogue between Israel and Jordan, in line with the Hashemite Kingdom's 
special and historic role, and encourage continued discussions on how to ensure security 
for both worshippers and visitors. 
I am particularly concerned about the potential risk of escalating violence; urge all 
political, religious and community leaders to refrain from provocative action and rhetoric; 
and call on Israel to demonstrate restraint. 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-07-26/statement-secretary-general-
continuing-tensions-old-city-jerusalem  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 
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Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 
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