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Israel 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

S5M-06839 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): Operation Good Neighbour – That the 
Parliament recognises what it sees as the support that democratic Israel has given to 
Syrians through Operation Good Neighbour; understands that the Israel Defence Force 
(IDF) has revealed that, since June 2016, it has been quietly working on the operation, 
which is a massive multi-faceted humanitarian relief effort to keep starvation away from 
the thousands of Syrians who live along the Israel–Syria border and to provide basic 
medical treatment to those who cannot access this because of the war; believes that 
Israel has been treating wounded Syrians in both field and public hospitals since 2013, 
mostly in northern Israel; understands that the bloody civil war has taken the lives of over 
450,000 people, with countless injured civilians travelling to the border for treatment, and 
that millions have been displaced because of the fighting; believes that, since the 
operation was launched, the IDF has delivered 360 tonnes of food and 450,000 litres of 
fuel across the border, as well as thousands of parcels of baby formula, clothing and 
other goods; is advised that the more than 4,000 Syrians have already received 
treatment in Israel, including 900 children, and supports the reported continued good 
work of Israel in helping to build two clinics inside Syria in comparison to what it sees as 
the action of many Arab states. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-06839 
 
S5M-06799.1 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): Al-Aqsa Mosque – As an amendment 
to motion S5M-06799 in the name of Sandra White (Al-Aqsa Mosque), leave out from 
“situation" to end and insert “reported ambush and murder of two Israeli police officers 
and the injury of another by Arab-Israeli terrorists near The Lion’s Gate entrance to 
Jerusalem’s Old City and that, following this, the three assailants fled towards the Al-
Aqsa Mosque; pays tribute to the lives of Sergeant-Major General Haiel Stawi and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kamil Shanan, who were both members of the Druze community, 
who gave their lives in service to the Israeli Police Force; is aware that, despite the 
centrality of the site for Jews, after capturing the Old City and reuniting Jerusalem in 
1967, Israel left the administration of the Temple Mount under the authority of the Islamic 
Waqf council and that control is given to each religious authority over their respective 
holy sites; acknowledges that the complex contains the Dome of the Rock as well as the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque, which is considered to be the third holiest site in Islam, and that 
Temple  Mount,  which  is the  holiest  site in  Judaism,  is  where  two  destroyed  Jewish  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06839
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06839
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temples were located; condemns what it sees as these acts of terror and those who seek 
to downplay the need for safety and security of worshippers to be at the forefront of the 
status quo; believes that the installation of metal detectors and other security 
measures protect worshippers and prevents terror; considers that security measures at 
religious sites cannot reasonably be considered an Israeli Government encroachment on 
the holy place when it is the actions of terrorists that have led to these changes 
being required; understands that there was already airport-style security to get into the 
Jerusalem entrance to the Western Wall; acknowledges that other major religious sites 
across the world, including Mecca, where 5,000 CCTV cameras cover the annual Hajj, 
the Al-Sadeq Mosque in Kuwait and the Vatican, use physical security to protect 
worshippers and prevent terror, and ultimately considers that calls for further insurrection 
following this act of terror to be playing into the hands of Hamas, which, it understands, 
has called for an 'uprising'.” 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-06799.1 
 

The Motion to which the above is an amendment can be read at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-06799  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister Burt statement on tensions at Haram Al-Sharif / Temple Mount 
I welcome the progress made to resolve tensions at the Haram Al-Sharif / Temple Mount 
in the Old City of Jerusalem, including Israel’s decision to remove metal detectors. 
As the world knows, Jerusalem is a sacred place for millions of people. I welcome the 
continuing efforts being made by all parties to ensure the safety and security of the site 
whilst maintaining the status quo. I encourage all parties to continue their dialogue in 
order to de-escalate tensions further. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-burt-statement-on-tensions-at-haram-al-
sharif-temple-mount  
 
"After generations of hostility, blood & tears & in the wake of years of pain and 
wars, we are determined to bring an end to the bloodshed & sorrow" 
Statement by Ambassador Matthew Rycroft, UK Permanent Representative to the UN, at 
the Security Council Open Debate on the Middle East. 
… I condemn the horrific terrorist attack that claimed the lives of three Israelis during a 
Shabbat dinner last Friday. I deplore the tragic murder of two Israeli policemen at the 
Temple Mount/Haram Sharif the Friday before. 
A spiral of tension and violence has swept across the West Bank and Jerusalem in 
recent days. I am deeply concerned about the loss of life, including the deaths of at least 
four Palestinians, and deplore the violence that has left hundreds injured in clashes over 
the weekend. The relevant authorities must swiftly investigate all these incidents. 
We call on all parties to show restraint and restore calm. We call on all parties to avoid 
provocation and, through engagement, to reach a solution that ensures the safety and 
security of the Temple Mount/Haram Sharif; one that upholds the status quo. We 
welcome the engagement between all parties to find a solution, and we welcome positive 
steps taken overnight. This is the path to de-escalation. This is the path all parties must 
take. 
In parallel, Mr President, we must not lose sight of other challenges to peace, such as the 
deteriorating humanitarian situation in Gaza, where the recent cut in electricity supplies is 
exacerbating already perilous conditions; over 33,000 people displaced, insufficient clean 
water to meet the population’s needs, with most only getting water for a few hours every 
3 to 5 days. … 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06799.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06799.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06799
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06799
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-burt-statement-on-tensions-at-haram-al-sharif-temple-mount
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-burt-statement-on-tensions-at-haram-al-sharif-temple-mount
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Ultimately, it is Hamas’ decision to choose violence and reject the Quartet Principles that 
lies at the heart of the tragedy in Gaza. There is a way out; Hamas must renounce 
violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements. This means an end 
to the rockets, an end to the violence. … 
Beyond Gaza, we’re also concerned to see settlement activity in East Jerusalem 
increasing, especially at a time of heightened tension. All settlements are illegal under 
international law and I strongly condemn plans to build new settlement housing units. 
Many of these units are within Palestinian neighbourhoods and some involve the 
demolition of Palestinian homes. This is unacceptable. I’m also gravely concerned by 
proposals for the construction of a further 1,100 units between the West Bank 
settlements of Adam and Neve Ya’akov. Settlements undermine the territorial contiguity 
of the West Bank and make a two-state solution harder to achieve. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/after-generations-of-hostility-blood-tears-in-the-
wake-of-years-of-pain-wars-we-are-determined-to-bring-an-end-to-the-bloodshed-sorrow  
 

 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

The Court of Justice declares that the General Court should not have annulled 
Hamas’ retention on the European list of terrorist organisations and refers the 
case back to the General Court 
On 27 December 2001, the Council of the European Union adopted a common position 
and a regulation to combat terrorism. Those measures require the freezing of the assets 
of individuals, groups and entities suspected of being involved in acts of terrorism and 
whose names are included on a list adopted and regularly updated by the Council. On 
the same day, the Council adopted an initial decision3 by which it entered the Hamas 
movement on the list. It subsequently maintained Hamas’ entry on that list. … 
Whilst Hamas … did not challenge the Council measures by which they were initially 
listed, they did contest their subsequent retention on the list before the General Court. In 
two judgments delivered in 2014, the General Court annulled the restrictive measures … 
It found that the measures contested by Hamas … were based not on facts examined 
and accepted in decisions adopted by the competent authorities (as required, according 
to the General Court, by the common position), but on information which the Council 
obtained from the press and the Internet. The General Court nevertheless decided 
temporarily to maintain (until the conclusion of any appeal) the effects of the annulled 
measures in order to ensure the effectiveness of any possible future freezing of funds. … 
By today’s judgments, the Court of Justice reaffirms its case-law, according to which the 
Council may maintain a person or an entity on the list if it concludes that there is an 
ongoing risk of that person or entity being involved in the terrorist activities which justified 
their initial listing. … 
With regard to Hamas, the Court observes that the General Court annulled the continued 
freezing of funds solely on the ground that the Council had not referred, by way of 
justification, to national decisions by competent authorities. The Court of Justice 
therefore sets aside the 2014 judgment of the General Court. It refers the case back to 
the General Court so that the latter may examine the facts and arguments on which it did 
not rule in its 2014 judgment. Since the General Court’s judgment has been set aside, 
the Council measures by which Hamas’ funds continue to be frozen are to remain in 
force for the time being. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-07/cp170085en.pdf  
 

To read the full judgment see 
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=193202&pageIndex=0&
doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=609512  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/after-generations-of-hostility-blood-tears-in-the-wake-of-years-of-pain-wars-we-are-determined-to-bring-an-end-to-the-bloodshed-sorrow
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/after-generations-of-hostility-blood-tears-in-the-wake-of-years-of-pain-wars-we-are-determined-to-bring-an-end-to-the-bloodshed-sorrow
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2017-07/cp170085en.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=193202&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=609512
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=193202&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=609512
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United Nations 

Rising Tensions amid Crisis in Jerusalem Threaten Israel, Palestine with ‘Vortex of 
Violence’, Religious Conflict, Special Coordinator Warns Security Council 
Both Sides Accused of Incitement to Violence Fuelled by Different Motivations … 
“Let us make no mistake that while events in Jerusalem may be taking place over a 
couple of hundred square metres, they affect hundreds of millions of people around the 
world,” Special Coordinator Nickolay Mladenov said in outlining developments that 
followed the killing of two Israeli police officers on 14 July.  They included the closure of 
holy sites, a deadly terrorist attack and the Palestinian Authority’s decision of 21 July to 
freeze all contact with Israel. … 
“The Palestinian-Israeli conflict is not only about land and peace,” he emphasized.  “It is 
about two peoples who both have legitimate national aspirations for statehood and 
recognition,” he said, declaring:  “Two nations whose histories are intertwined and whose 
future is forever intricately linked.” … 
Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine, said … “We are clearly at 
the tipping point,” … The Palestinian people were resisting the recent provocative 
measures and peacefully expressing their rejection of illegal measures against their 
rights and holy sites, he said.  Yet, Israel continued to ignore the international 
community, he said, underlining the need for a clear, unified message that Israel must 
cease and reverse all such illegal a1tions and policies. … 
Danny Danon (Israel), graphically describing last Friday’s murder of members of an 
Israeli family by a Palestinian in the West Bank, said that such terrorist attacks followed 
relentless incitement to violence by Palestinian officials, as well as payments to convicted 
terrorists and their families, the naming of schools and monuments for them and the 
celebration of horrific events.  “This incitement, this culture of hate, this glorification of 
terror must end now,” he emphasized.  Israel’s top priority was to maintain the safety and 
security of all Temple Mount worshipers and visitors while the Palestinians’ top priority 
was to ignite violence, he added. … 
Israelis valued human rights, taught democracy, empowered minorities and protected the 
rights of Muslims, Christians and Jews to pray at their holy sites, he said.  They wished to 
live in peace with their neighbours while the Palestinians continued to oppose 
negotiations.  Unfortunately, the Palestinian Authority had also mastered the art of deceit 
and the international community had fallen for it, he said.  Convicted terrorists were 
called “political prisoners” and almost 30 per cent of foreign aid was used to bankroll 
terror. … 
Nikki Haley (United States) urged all parties to reduce tensions, and ensure access and 
security at the holy sites.  Many obsessed over Israel while the real threat was Iran, a 
country dedicated to destroying Israel and to supporting Hizbullah … 
Vladimir Safronkov (Russian Federation) said a solution to the issues plaguing Jerusalem 
must hinge on General Assembly and Security Council resolutions. The parties must 
refrain from any action that predetermined Jerusalem’s status and must maintain 
calm.  Cooperation between Israel and Jordan, which bore a specific and significant role 
in the management of Muslim sites, was of great importance.  The destabilizing factors 
had not been addressed, but rather had worsened, including ongoing settlement 
activities and heightened, provocative rhetoric from both sides. … 
Matthew Rycroft (United Kingdom) said that after generations of hostility, there was 
determination to end the bloodshed. … Condemning the recent killings, he welcomed the 
engagement of all parties in efforts to de-escalate tensions.  However, other challenges 
to peace persisted, including the deteriorating situation in Gaza, he noted.  Hamas must 
renounce violence, accept Israel and honour signed agreements … 
Bashar Ja’afari (Syria) … voiced his objections to the Special Coordinator’s omission of 
what he called the racist Israeli occupation of Syrian territory, where the population was 
deprived of their resources and their nationality rights. …  The Israeli army, he went on to  
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say, facilitated illegal Israeli practices and had targeted Syrian bases far from the Golan, 
impeding his country’s fight against terrorism. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12927.doc.htm 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 

TOP 
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