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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Codes of Practice: Social Media 
The following four questions all received the same answer 

Liz Saville Roberts (Plaid Cymru) [4727] To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport, whether she plans to include measures to tackle (a) hate 
conduct and (b) extremist content in the code of practice for providers of online social 
media platforms. 
Liz Saville Roberts (Plaid Cymru) [4728] To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport, if she will ensure that the code of practice for providers of 
online social media platforms will include provisions for those providers to fully co-
operate with the police on criminal content. 
Liz Saville Roberts (Plaid Cymru) [4729] To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport, whether she plans to consult stakeholders on the content and 
nature of the code of practice for social media providers before issuing that code. 
Liz Saville Roberts (Plaid Cymru) [4757] To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport, what mechanisms she plans to put in place to revise the code 
of practice for providers of online social media platforms to respond to future technical 
developments. 

Matt Hancock: The Digital Economy Act requires the Secretary of State, before 
issuing a code of practice, to consult social media providers to whom the code is 
intended to give guidance and such other persons as the Secretary of State 
considers it appropriate to consult. We will take forward this consultation as part of 
the Internet Safety Strategy. 
The detail of what the code of practice will include will be decided following this 
consultation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4727/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4728/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4729/ 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4727/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4727/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4728/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4728/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4729/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4729/


 2 

 

and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4757/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-06801 Christina McKelvie (SNP): Amnesty International Report, Tackling Hate 
Crime in the UK – That the Parliament welcomes the recent report from Amnesty 
International, Tackling Hate Crime in the UK, detailing specific case studies of hate crime 
attacks across the UK and the recommendations posed to each devolved UK parliament 
on how best to tackle hate crime; notes the recommendations in the report, including 
speaking out against hateful and discriminatory language, investing in greater community 
engagement against hate crime and developing training practices to eradicate online 
hate crime; further notes the specific recommendations directed to the Scottish 
Government, the Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation and Police Scotland, 
including the collection and publication of hate crime data, consolidating existing current 
hate crime data and to extend the categories covered by protected characteristics, and 
pays tribute to those referred to in the report's case studies for sharing their stories and 
experiences, helping the evidence-based recommendations from Amnesty to be realised. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-06801 
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/Against-Hate-Briefing-AIUK.pdf 
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Holocaust 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Human Rights & Democracy Report 2016 
p15 and p50: “Post Holocaust Issues” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630623/Hu
man_Rights_and_Democracy_Report_2016_accessible.pdf  

TOP 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israeli Settlements: Overseas Trade 
Kerry McCarthy (Labour) [5000] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, when his Department last updated its guidance for UK 
companies who want to trade with illegal settlements in the Palestinian Occupied 
Territories. 

Alistair Burt: We routinely update our guidance to British businesses on the 
Overseas Business Risk website. Our guidance about Israel was last refreshed in 
September 2016. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-14/5000/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4757/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4757/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06801
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06801
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/Against-Hate-Briefing-AIUK.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630623/Human_Rights_and_Democracy_Report_2016_accessible.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630623/Human_Rights_and_Democracy_Report_2016_accessible.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-14/5000/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-14/5000/
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Department for International Development 

Occupied Palestinian Territories Profile: July 2017 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630955/Oc
cupied-Plestinian-Territories1.pdf  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Human Rights & Democracy Report 2016 
P40: “The State of Israel and The Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs)” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630623/Hu
man_Rights_and_Democracy_Report_2016_accessible.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

S5M-06799 Sandra White (SNP): Al-Aqsa Mosque – That the Parliament notes reports 
of the situation at the al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem and the deaths of 
three Palestinians and two Israeli security officers; understands that Israeli security 
forces have installed new security measures including metal detectors and additional 
cameras, which have reportedly been described by worshippers at the site as an 
imposition of Israeli sovereignty in a holy place and, more generally, as an Israeli 
encroachment in occupied East Jerusalem; notes concerns that these measures will, it 
believes, only provide a further obstacle for Palestinians trying to access the site, and 
acknowledges the reported calls for prayers to be held in squares across Palestinian 
cities in protest of these new measures. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-06799 
 
S5M-06792 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): Internal Palestinian Dispute Halts Fuel 
Shipments to Gaza – That the Parliament notes with concern reports that a feud 
between Fatah and Hamas continues, it believes, to cause suffering for Palestinians; 
understands that the only power plant in Gaza has largely shut down because of the 
reported halting of fuel shipments to the territory, and that Gazans now only have 90 
megawatts of power available according to Gisha, an Israeli NGO; is concerned that this 
covers barely one fifth of demand from almost two million people, particularly in the hot 
and humid summer months; understands that residents say that they are getting less 
than three hours of power at a time, followed by blackouts that stretch up to 16 hours; 
believes that Mahmoud Abbas, President of the Palestinian Authority and member of 
Fatah, has now barred Palestinian banks from transferring money to Egypt to pay for 
fuel; understands that Egypt has tried to compensate for the reduction of electricity to 
Gaza by sending large fuel shipments to the area, and calls for all parties to work 
together to improve the lives of Gazans rather than blaming Israel for what it believes are 
their own misdeeds. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-06792 
 
 

United Nations 

Amid Wave of Discrimination, Extremism in Middle East, Peacebuilding Dialogue 
Must Encompass Influential Local, Religious Leaders, Secretary-General Says 
… The  Holy  Land  has a  special  place In  the  hearts of  billions of  people  around  the  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630955/Occupied-Plestinian-Territories1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630955/Occupied-Plestinian-Territories1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630623/Human_Rights_and_Democracy_Report_2016_accessible.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630623/Human_Rights_and_Democracy_Report_2016_accessible.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06799
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06799
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06792
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06792
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The faiths that you represent world.  The faiths that you represent are branches of the 
same Abrahamic tree — and have done so much to contribute and enrich our world and 
global civilization.  I am tremendously inspired and uplifted by your efforts to come 
together around shared values and a shared commitment to building peace. 
As you know better than anyone else, we live in a world where long-standing conflicts 
continue and new ones are emerging.  Some parts of the Middle East have been the site 
of so much bloodshed and torment.  With every passing day, frustration grows, hope 
diminishes and the perspective of a peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
seems more distant. 
As I have continuously stressed, the two-State solution is the only path to ensure that 
Palestinians and Israelis realize their national and historic aspirations and live in peace, 
security and dignity.  The expansion of illegal settlements, or the violence or the 
incitement of it undermines this prospect. 
In my opinion, there is no plan B.  Conflicts in the Middle East continue to feed extremism 
and radicalisation around the world.  Indeed, we are witnessing a spiralling wave of 
discrimination and stereotyping of “the other” in many places.  Religion is being distorted 
to increase differences.  Together we must counter such narratives. 
Sustainable peace requires not only political will from all sides, but also the collective 
efforts of the international community, civil society, and fundamentally, religious 
leaders.  We need to expand the space for dialogue to encompass local and regional 
leaders and other actors who have a voice and influence within their respective 
communities. 
This is why I am so greatly encouraged by the Religious Peace Initiative, which was 
launched in Alicante last November.  As Muslim, Jewish and Christian religious leaders, 
you have the opportunity to teach the shared humanistic values of tolerance, 
understanding, compassion and peace.  These are the core values embraced by all three 
monotheistic faiths represented here today, and they can be the catalysts for peace. 
I applaud your efforts towards promoting the peaceful co-existence between Palestinians 
and Israelis.  Your initiative points the way to a more hopeful future — a future of 
tolerance and mutual understanding as a pathway to just and lasting peace. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18617.doc.htm  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
** Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 
 

First Reading, House of Commons 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-07-19/debates/AE667929-DA6E-4938-9928-
FE573D5D0F3A/PointsOfOrder#contribution-510C7494-46B0-493F-87FD-69483D046362  

 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18617.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-07-19/debates/AE667929-DA6E-4938-9928-FE573D5D0F3A/PointsOfOrder#contribution-510C7494-46B0-493F-87FD-69483D046362
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-07-19/debates/AE667929-DA6E-4938-9928-FE573D5D0F3A/PointsOfOrder#contribution-510C7494-46B0-493F-87FD-69483D046362
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Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 

TOP 
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