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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

West Bank: Solar Power 
Paula Sherriff (Labour) [4568] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on 
the alleged confiscation by the Israeli authorities of solar panels in the West Bank. 

Alistair Burt: Whilst we have not raised the specific case with the Israeli 
authorities we are in close contact with our Dutch counterparts in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories about this incident. We are gravely concerned by the 
continued confiscation and demolition of Palestinian property and regularly raise 
the matter with the Israeli authorities. Demolitions and evictions of Palestinians 
from their homes and confiscation of Palestinian property cause unnecessary 
suffering; call into question Israel’s commitment to a viable two-state solution; 
and, in all but exceptional cases, are contrary to International Humanitarian Law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4568/  
 

West Bank: Electronic Equipment 
Paula Sherriff (Labour) [4569] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, whether her Department has supplied any electrical equipment to villages 
in the West Bank. 

Alistair Burt: Through funding to the Palestinian Market Development 
Programme, DFID has helped to supply electrical equipment to businesses in the 
West Bank including computers, and food processing and Laboratory equipment. 
Through the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, DFID funded the 
rehabilitation of a well in the West Bank including the provision of electrical 
equipment. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4569/  
 
 

United Nations 

UN rights group concludes evaluation of Palestinians living under occupation 
A committee of United Nations experts has completed its annual evaluation of the 
situation of people in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, hearing serious concerns  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4568/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4568/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4569/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4569/
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about   Israel’s  human   rights  record,   including   the   deteriorating  situation  in  Gaza, 
inadequate protection for detained children and increasing obstacles being faced by 
human rights defenders and journalists. 
In a news release, the UN Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the 
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories said 
that during its fact-finding visit to Amman, Jordan, its members heard testimony on the 
expansion of settlements, the ongoing use of administrative detention, excessive use of 
force and possible extrajudicial killings, and lack of accountability. “Based on this 
testimony, the Committee clearly observed that the Israeli authorities continue with 
policies and practices that negatively impact the human rights situation in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory,” it said in the release. 
The Committee also heard troubling testimony regarding the arrest and detention of 
children, including cases of reported ill-treatment and lack of adequate protection. 
Other testimony described grave concern over the situation of Palestinian detainees 
reportedly living in difficult conditions in Israeli prisons, as well as the continued use of 
administrative detention. 
Other issues raised included the effects of the separation wall on Palestinians’ rights, and 
the demolition of homes and other structures in the West Bank including East Jerusalem, 
as well as in the Syrian Golan. The use of punitive demolitions in the West Bank 
including East Jerusalem was described as a form of collective punishment. 
Many organizations highlighted with concern the continued lack of accountability for 
allegations of excessive use of force and violations of international law by the Israeli 
forces, including during the 2014 hostilities in Gaza. A number of organizations 
emphasized that the lack of accountability further exacerbated the cycle of violence. 
Human rights defenders and journalists seeking to highlight violations of human rights 
and humanitarian law told the Committee that the space in which they were free to 
operate was shrinking at an alarming rate. They reported cases of the detention of 
peaceful demonstrators and the targeting of journalists covering protests. 
The news release also noted that the Government of Israel does not recognize the 
Committee, which was therefore unable to speak to the relevant Israeli authorities or 
access the occupied territories. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57195#.WW4m4NOGOnY  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Qatar: Counter-terrorism 
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [4742] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions his Department has had with the Government 
of Qatar on its partnering with other Gulf states to tackle the financing of, and support for 
(a) Hamas, (b) the Muslim Brotherhood and (c) other terrorist and extremist groups; and 
if he will make a statement. 

Alistair Burt: The UK regularly raises a range of issues with Qatar. Most recently, 
the Foreign Secretary raised the issue of terrorist financing with the Emir of Qatar, 
and the Qatari Foreign Minister, during his visit to Doha on 8 July. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4742/  
 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21881&LangID=E
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/244/03/IMG/NR024403.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/244/03/IMG/NR024403.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57195#.WW4m4NOGOnY
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-12/4742/
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House of Lords Written Answer 

2018 Commonwealth Summit 
The Lord Bishop of Coventry [HL431] Her Majesty's Government what plans they have 
to include freedom of religion or belief on the agenda of the 2018 Commonwealth 
Summit. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government believes that the Commonwealth 
is a force for good around the world, through its promotion of freedom, 
democracy, human rights, development and prosperity. 
The UK-hosted 2018 Commonwealth Summit will encourage all Commonwealth 
members to uphold the values set out in the Commonwealth Charter, and this 
includes freedom of religion and belief. We are currently working on finalising the 
key themes and agenda for the summit which will include a focus on shared 
values and the human rights agenda. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-04/HL431/  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 
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