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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) [HL1538] To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 
will propose measures to improve the status quo for the people of East Jerusalem, the 
West Bank and Gaza, for humanitarian reasons and to prepare the way for permanent 
peace negotiations. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK Government regularly raises with the 
Government of Israel concerns about the situation for Palestinians in East 
Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza, and pushes for an easing of restrictions. We 
are firmly committed to the promotion and protection of human rights, and call 
upon all parties to abide by International Humanitarian Law. Ultimately peace will 
only come through fresh negotiations between the parties, which the UK fully 
supports, and it is critical that Israel and the Palestinians take advantage of any 
momentum gathered through international efforts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-12/HL1538/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1564] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of reports that Hamas leaders have offered the government 
of Israel a long-term ceasefire in exchange for the blockade on the Gaza Strip being 
lifted. 

Lord Admad of Wimbledon: While we have not made any assessment of this 
issue, we have been clear that we believe that a durable ceasefire agreement 
should ensure that Hamas and other terrorist groups permanently end rocket fire 
and other terrorist attacks against Israel, and that all terrorist groups in Gaza 
should disarm. Our policy on Hamas remains clear: Hamas must renounce 
violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements. Hamas must 
make credible movement towards these conditions, which remain the benchmark 
against which its intentions should be judged. We call on those in the region with 
influence over Hamas to encourage them to take these steps. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-12/HL1564/  
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1565] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding reports of the 
eviction of families living in East Jerusalem. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Minister of State for the Middle East issued a 
statement on 6 September condemning the eviction of the Shamanseh family 
from the property they have lived in for decades in East Jerusalem. The UK 
considers such evictions contrary to international law and they cause unnecessary 
suffering. The increased trajectory of evictions, demolitions and settlements in 
East Jerusalem undermines the prospects for peace. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-12/HL1565/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://twitter.com/foreignoffice/status/905472404675207168  
 

Israel: Burma 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1566] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of reports that the government of Israel has supplied 
weapons to the government of Myanmar. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not made representations on this issue. 
Under the EU arms embargo to Myanmar, the UK would not export military 
equipment to Israel if we believed that the ultimate end user destination would be 
Burma. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-12/HL1566/  
 

Palestinians: Freedom of Expression 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1567] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the Palestinian Authority following reports of 
restrictions being imposed on free speech and the arrest of activists who have criticised 
Palestinian Authority leaders. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government stands up for and strongly 
supports the right of freedom of expression. We have concerns about the 
contraction of space for free speech in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Our 
Consul-General to Jerusalem raised our concerns over the arrest and detention of 
human rights activists and advocates of free speech with the Palestinian Authority 
on 10 September. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-12/HL1567/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Statement from Alistair Burt, Minister of State for the Middle East 
Strongly condemn attack in Har Adar (NW of Jerusalem). Thoughts and prayers are with 
families of the victims. No justification for violence. 
https://twitter.com/AlistairBurtUK/status/912667374171643904 
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Other Relevant Information 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Council holds general debate on racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance 
… Speakers expressed concern at what they termed a world-wide rise in racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.  They called for compliance with and 
implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, which was singled 
out as the international community’s best bulwark against the threats presented by 
racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.  Some speakers 
underscored the particular dangers of Islamophobia, anti-Semitism and other religious-
based discrimination, while others focused on discriminatory practices in general. … 
Israel was concerned about the rise of anti-Semitism in many countries and the worrying 
growth in hate speech, holocaust denial, physical assault on Jews and desecration of 
memorial and synagogues.  It was important to highlight that many of those despicable 
actions found no reactions from governments and parliaments. … 
Turkey said that the world was facing by a pressing need to seriously address and take 
immediate action against the challenges presented by racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism 
and Islamophobia. … 
Amuta for NGO Responsibility said the Durban Conference had turned into a forum for 
hatred.  The singling out of one country continued, particularly by some non-
governmental organizations.  The Durban Declaration and Programme of Action 
embodied anti-Semitism, and the funders of non-governmental organizations shared 
moral responsibility for funding them.  There was no room for anti-Semitism in the human 
rights architecture. … 
World Jewish Congress drew attention to the spike in anti-Semitism rising from ignorance 
and fear, and attacks on Jewish families in France.   Anti-Semitic violence was running 
rampant in France.  Jewish citizens in France had to be accorded with appropriate 
protection. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22161&LangID=E  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22161&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html


 4 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 
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