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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Muslim Brotherhood: Finance 
Andrew Rosindell ∫[6789] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
conclusions her Department's internal review into the funding of UK Islamist extremist 
groups has reached on the financing of the Muslim Brotherhood in the UK, including from 
the State of Qatar; and if she will make a statement. 

Sarah Newton: The Government laid a Written Ministerial Statement in 
Parliament on Wednesday 12 July 2017, which conveyed the main findings of the 
review into the funding for Islamist extremist activity in the UK. The review has 
improved the Government’s understanding of the nature, scale and sources of 
funding for Islamist extremism in the UK. The Written Ministerial Statement 
confirms the most significant source of funding for Islamist extremism in the UK is 
small, private donations from UK-based individuals. 
The review’s report is classified because of the volume of personal information it 
contains and for national security reasons. The Written Ministerial Statement is a 
comprehensive and representative reflection of the review’s findings. The 
Government has no plans to comment further on the review’s findings and it will 
not provide a running commentary on the groups, individuals or sources it 
considers to be of extremism concern. The Government’s priority is making the 
best use of the tools available tools to disrupt extremist activity in the UK. 
The Government concluded a comprehensive review of the Muslim Brotherhood in 
2015. The review concluded the movement is a secretive organisation with an 
ambiguous relationship with violent extremism. The Government remains 
committed to keeping under review the views promoted and activities undertaken 
by the Muslim Brotherhood’s associates in the UK, in accordance with the five 
commitments included in the former Prime Minister’s statement to Parliament. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6789/  
 

The written statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Commons/2017-07-12/HCWS39/  
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6789/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6789/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2017-07-12/HCWS39/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2017-07-12/HCWS39/
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House of Lords Oral Answers 

Prevent Strategy 
Baroness Warsi (Conservative): To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the 
Prevent strand of CONTEST is part of a counterterrorism strategy or counterextremism 
strategy. 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Williams of Trafford): My Lords, 
Prevent is part of the UK’s counterterrorism strategy, Contest. It safeguards 
people from being drawn into terrorism. 

Baoness Warsi: I thank my noble friend for that Answer. I also welcome the 
Government’s statement that they intend to tackle all forms of extremism. Does my noble 
friend agree that, to tackle hate crime effectively, we must define those acts, words, 
conduct and attitudes that we consider to be extreme? Therefore, what is the 
Government’s working definition of Islamophobia? When, if at all, do they intend to agree 
and publish a definition of far-right extremism? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I thank my noble friend for that question. On 
Islamophobia, the Government are absolutely clear that hatred and intolerance on 
the grounds of race, religion, sexual orientation, disability or transgender identity 
have absolutely no place in our society. Our hate crime action plan sets out our 
commitment to defeating all forms of hatred. Generally, the Government’s 
counterextremism strategy defines extremism as, 

“vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs”. 
This applies to all forms of extremism, including the far and extreme right wing. 
Lord Rosser (Labour): Of course, the Prevent strategy to counteract extremism and 
acts likely to incite extremism applies across the board and to the whole community. 
Recently, some of our national media have carried a news story about alleged cultural 
impositions on a Christian child in the care of Muslim foster parents— a story that was 
subsequently revealed, following court proceedings, to be inaccurate in significant 
aspects, as well as being accompanied by a contentious mocked-up photograph. The 
way the story was presented and headlined was hardly designed to lower the 
temperature as far as attitudes about extremism are concerned. How exactly does the 
Prevent strategy apply to misleading reporting of such stories in our national media? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, it is extremely unhelpful and can be 
divisive when such stories hit the media. With regard to how that might fit into 
Prevent, the Prevent programme is fundamentally about supporting vulnerable 
individuals and safeguarding them from being drawn into terrorism. It is 
safeguarding in a similar way to how we would safeguard people from drug abuse 
or physical and sexual abuse. I will not comment on individual cases, but that 
would be the clear distinction between the two. 

Lord Paddick (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, can the Minister remind the House why 
the Government refuse to allow an independent review of Prevent, as recommended by 
the former reviewer of terrorism legislation, and why they refuse to publish their own 
review? At the moment, we have criticism of Prevent which the Government say is 
without foundation, but that assertion is in itself without foundation.  

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, we are absolutely clear that Prevent is 
working. Since 2010, 280,000 pieces of illegal terrorist material have been 
removed from the internet. A thousand people have received support through the 
Channel programme. In addition, we have absolute evidence of delivery of 
Prevent working across sectors. We have 850,000 frontline staff, including NHS 
staff and teachers, trained in spotting signs of radicalisation, so we are happy that 
Prevent is actually working. 

Baroness Afshar (Crossbench): My Lords, are the Government aware that, by defining 
Muslims   as  the  real   focus  of  Prevent,   Prevent  has   an   incentive   to be  an agent  
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provocateur—to actually find Muslims who are defined as other and as potential 
terrorists? This in itself creates a sense of otherisation which alienates many law-abiding 
Muslims and makes them feel as if they are defined as the enemy within. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, we need to be absolutely clear that 
Prevent is in no way targeting Muslims. Prevent is aiming to safeguard people 
who are actually vulnerable to radicalisation, so it is a mechanism to protect 
people and not to target them. I think it is incumbent upon all of us to try not to 
make that connection. 

Lord Ahmed (non-Afiliated): My Lords, the noble Baroness will be aware of the arrest 
of four serving members of the British armed services belonging to a neo-Nazi terror 
group. Could the Minister assure the House that there will be adequate measures taken 
to make sure that there are no extremists serving in the armed services? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, the Government take all the steps 
possible to make sure that there are not extremists serving in the Armed Forces. 
Clearly, some people hide those sentiments and the events of yesterday were 
clear to see. Just as we are tackling Islamist extremism, so we must tackle the far 
right. 

Lord Marlesford (Conservative): My Lords, is my noble friend’s Question not in danger 
of making a distinction where there is actually little difference? In the case of political 
Islam, which she referred to, is this not rather well represented in both cases by the 
Muslim Brotherhood, which seems to me to be rather like Sinn Fein was to the IRA? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, there clearly is a distinction between 
people who hold extremist views and promote those views to others, and those 
who actually go on to commit acts of terrorism. That is why we make a distinction 
between the two, with the former group being tackled on all sides by some of the 
programmes and engagement that we have with communities throughout this 
country. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-09-06/debates/C020A6E7-E5BB-4AB0-91B0-
E49C45B08E5A/PreventStrategy  
 
 

House of Lords Library Briefing 

House of Lords: Lords Spiritual 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/LLN-2017-0056/LLN-2017-0056.pdf  
 
 

Charity Commission 

New charity investigation: Chabad Lubavitch UK 
On 31 July 2017 the Charity Commission, the independent regulator of charities in 
England and Wales, opened a new investigation into Chabad Lubavitch UK. The charity’s 
objects are the advancement and promotion of the Jewish religion and Jewish education. 
The charity’s last reported income was £8,749,623. 
The charity has failed to meet its legal obligation to file its annual accounting information 
to the Commission for the financial year ending 31 December 2015, which was due to be 
filed by 31 October 2016. 
Consequently the charity has now persistently failed to file its accounting documents on 
time for 5 consecutive years – filing at least 300 days late for the past 4 years - and the 
trustee has demonstrated a repeated pattern of behaviour and continuing evidence of 
mismanagement in the administration of the charity. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-charity-investigation-chabad-lubavitch-uk  
 
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-09-06/debates/C020A6E7-E5BB-4AB0-91B0-E49C45B08E5A/PreventStrategy
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-09-06/debates/C020A6E7-E5BB-4AB0-91B0-E49C45B08E5A/PreventStrategy
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/LLN-2017-0056/LLN-2017-0056.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-charity-investigation-chabad-lubavitch-uk
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Social Mobility Commission 

The Social Mobility Challenges Faced by Young Muslims 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/642220/Yo
ung_Muslims_SMC.pdf  
 
 

Police Service of Northern Ireland 

Incidents and Crimes with a Hate Motivation Recorded by the Police in Northern Ireland: 
Quarterly Update to 30 September 2017 
https://www.psni.police.uk/globalassets/inside-the-psni/our-statistics/hate-motivation-
statistics/2017-18/q1/quarterly-hate-motivations-bulletin-period-ending-jun17.pdf  
 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians: Humanitarian Aid 
William Wragg [6377] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what 
steps her Department is taking to provide humanitarian assistance to Palestinians who 
are being made homeless as a result of property demolition in the West Bank. 

Alistair Burt: The UK Government provides emergency response to communities 
facing demolition and displacement in Area C and East Jerusalem through our 
contribution to the European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations 
(ECHO). The UK Government continues to raise with the Israeli authorities at the 
highest level our serious concern at the increase in demolitions of Palestinian 
properties in Area C of the West Bank and in East Jerusalem, most recently on 
the 4th April 2017. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6377/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Top British companies seek cyber solutions from Israel in battle against hackers 
Top UK banks, insurers and telecom companies will seek cyber security solutions from 
Israel next week, as part of an effort by the British Government to protect companies and 
institutions from cyber attacks. Starting Monday, Aviva Insurance, BT, Goldman Sachs, 
RBS, Visa and others will host leading Israeli cyber security startups for a series of 
targeted events in London. The 12 startups are a part of TeXchange, a programme by 
the British Embassy in Israel that connects UK companies to promising digital solutions. 
The past year has seen numerous cyber attacks on UK companies and public institutions 
such as Parliament and the NHS. A recent government report concluded that Britain’s 
top firms and charities urgently need to do more to protect themselves from online 
threats.  … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/top-british-companies-seek-cyber-solutions-from-
israel-in-battle-against-hackers  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/642220/Young_Muslims_SMC.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/642220/Young_Muslims_SMC.pdf
https://www.psni.police.uk/globalassets/inside-the-psni/our-statistics/hate-motivation-statistics/2017-18/q1/quarterly-hate-motivations-bulletin-period-ending-jun17.pdf
https://www.psni.police.uk/globalassets/inside-the-psni/our-statistics/hate-motivation-statistics/2017-18/q1/quarterly-hate-motivations-bulletin-period-ending-jun17.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6377/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6377/
http://www.ukisraelhub.com/event/texchange-2017/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/two-in-three-bosses-at-britains-biggest-businesses-not-trained-to-deal-with-a-cyber-attack?utm_source=Digital+Leaders+Main+List&utm_campaign=da16721b9f-Mailer+03+August&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0205df39fb-da16721b9f-153692825&mc_cid=da16721b9f&mc_eid=eae379fccb
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/top-british-companies-seek-cyber-solutions-from-israel-in-battle-against-hackers
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/top-british-companies-seek-cyber-solutions-from-israel-in-battle-against-hackers
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FOI release: human rights abuses of Palestinian children 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/641801/07
10-17_Letter.pdf 
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/641803/07
10-17_Attachment.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Palestinian Rights Committee Adopts Annual Report, Reviews Latest Events while 
Considering How to Enhance, Streamline Its Work 
The Palestinian Rights Committee adopted its annual report  … for submission to the 
forthcoming session of the General Assembly … 
Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine, provided an overview of 
Secretary-General António Guterres’ recent visit to the Middle East, noting that, in 
Ramallah, he had led his delegation of senior officials in a visit to a women’s centre, a 
museum on the history of Palestine, the tomb of Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and the bunker where the late President of the Palestinian 
National Authority had spent the last two years of his working life.  The Secretary-
General had also met with Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah and attended numerous 
meetings with civil society stakeholders on pressing issues including opportunities for 
youth. 
In the Gaza Strip, the tragic situation in the enclave had been reflected in the people’s 
poverty and bad living conditions, he said, citing a scarcely used crossing point that 
resembled an airport terminal designed to serve 40,000 people daily.  “It’s a sad picture,” 
he added, noting that the Israeli blockade had exacerbated the overall employment, 
housing and sanitation conditions.  Children faced kidney-related illnesses from drinking 
unclean water, he said, adding that the Secretary-General had met with students who 
had shared presentations on their concerns. 
Summarizing the Secretary-General’s sentiments, he said there was an expression of 
hope for a future in which two States could live side by side and that the occupation 
could end.  … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1396.doc.htm  
 
 

Save the Children 

Gaza: one million Palestinian children in 'unlivable' conditions: Gaza’s children 
spent Eid holiday in the dark 
One million children in Gaza are living in dire conditions. Many celebrated Eid in the dark 
without electricity. A UN report in 2012[1] said Gaza would be unlivable by 2020. Save 
the Children considers Gaza to be unlivable now.  
Save the Children urges Israel to lift the Gaza blockade and for Palestinian and Israeli 
authorities to provide basic services to the residents of Gaza. The international 
community has failed to react to the suffering of Palestinian children in Gaza.  A decade 
of isolation had reduced power available to households to just eight hours per day. Now 
families are lucky if they get two hours of electricity per day. Far too many get nothing at 
all. … 
Jennifer Moorehead, Country Director, Occupied Palestinian Territory, Save the Children, 
said: “Sadly, the children of Gaza are caught in one of the most politicised conflicts in the 
world. The continued Israeli occupation and splits within the Palestinian leadership are 
making life  unbearable.  If you’re ten years old in  Gaza you’ve  already witnessed  three  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/641801/0710-17_Letter.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/641801/0710-17_Letter.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/641803/0710-17_Attachment.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/641803/0710-17_Attachment.pdf
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1396.doc.htm
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massive and violent escalations of conflict." 
“While politicians celebrate Eid and sleep in their air-conditioned homes, Gaza’s children 
are sweating in the stifling summer heat, unable to sleep, play or study. We shouldn’t 
have to be demanding such a basic service as electricity for the children of Gaza. A 
couple of hours of power a day is just not acceptable in 2017." 
“Gaza’s children are already suffering through a ten-year blockade and the constant 
threat of conflict. Living without access to basic services like electricity is affecting their 
family life and mental well-being. We’re seeing increased levels of anxiety, aggression 
and mood swings.” 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/gaza-one-million-palestinian-children-unlivable-
conditions  

TOP 

 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 
 

Second Reading Briefing paper 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8079/CBP-8079.pdf  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Mandatory Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) recording in slaughterhouses (closing date 
21 September 2017) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/ 
 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 

https://www.savethechildren.net/article/gaza-one-million-palestinian-children-unlivable-conditions
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/gaza-one-million-palestinian-children-unlivable-conditions
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8079/CBP-8079.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-public-consulation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-public-consulation
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation
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Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
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