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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Christmas Adjournment 
… col 1394  James Berry: … Right now, in less than a minute, any Member of this 
House with an iPhone would be able to find copious amounts of hate speech on 
Twitter—racism, especially anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, homophobia and many 
other forms of discrimination, and not just language that would not survive the Equality 
Act 2010, but language that is downright abusive and would not survive our criminal law. 
In the Home Affairs Committee’s recent report on anti-Semitism, we outlined how a 
Jewish colleague received 2,500 abusive tweets over a few days using the hashtag 
#filthyjewbitch. Two of her abusers have already been sent to prison for this. Now there 
can be no dispute that that hashtag is offensive, abusive and racist, yet if one searches 
for that hashtag now, as I did just a few moments ago, one will find it still on Twitter, not 
from two hours ago or even two weeks ago, but from two years ago. I say that that is a 
disgrace, especially after the matter has been raised by a Committee of this House. 
Although hate speech makes up a very small proportion of the overall traffic on social 
networking sites, when we live our lives more and more online, and this speech exists 
online in a way that it does not exist in the street or in the way we speak to one another, 
there is a risk that it becomes normalised and gives a licence to others to repeat it and to 
do worse. … 

 

col 1409  Cat Smith: … I am sure no Member of this House is unaware of the things that 
go on on social media—the anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, racism, sexism and all the 
other forms of hate we see there. Last week I reported a comment on Facebook that was 
made about a person who is a democratically elected politician in this country. The quote 
was, “shoot the bastard between the eyes and two bullets to the heart, will cure the 
problem”. 
Within hours I heard back from Facebook that that did not breach its terms and 
conditions. That is absolutely a death threat, and I am continuing to pursue that with 
Facebook. … 

 

col 1412  The Deputy Leader of the House of Commons (Michael Ellis): … I take this 
opportunity to commend the cross-party Home Affairs Committee for its report on anti-
Semitism. My hon. Friend spoke about that and I know that he is on that Committee. He 
referred to the 2,500 deeply offensive anti-Semitic messages received in a short period 
of time by one Member of this House. I commend the Committee for its work. In this 
context, the death was announced today of Rabbi Lionel Blue. He was a wonderful voice 
of reason on the  airwaves,  in marked  contrast to the virulent  anti-Semitism  that we are  
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hearing about on social media in so many quarters. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-20/debates/FF51202E-34FA-48C7-
B002-28DB6AF473AA/ChristmasAdjournment  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Internet: Bullying 
Tim Farron [57899] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what recent 
steps her Department has taken to reduce online abuse. 

Ben Wallace: We expect social media companies, and internet platforms, to have 
robust processes in place and to act promptly when abuse is reported. The 
Government continues to work closely with social media companies and other 
relevant actors and experts to make sure they are committed to protecting those 
who use their platforms. The law is clear that what is illegal offline is illegal online. 
Robust legislation is in place to deal with internet trolls, cyber-stalking and 
harassment, and perpetrators of grossly offensive, obscene or menacing 
behaviour. The Criminal Justice Act 2015 strengthened two existing 
communications offences: section 1 of the Malicious Communications Act 1988, 
and section 127 of the Communications Act 2003 which can now be used to 
prosecute misuse of social media. The police now have longer to investigate 
either offence, and the maximum penalty for the former has been increased to two 
years imprisonment. The Crown Prosecution Service published guidance to 
prosecutors in October on crimes involving social media. The Home Office has 
allocated £4.6 million of the Police Transformation Fund specifically to begin the 
critical work of setting up a comprehensive and joined up programme of digital 
transformation across policing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-15/57899/  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-03223 Jackson Carlaw: Rabbi Lionel Blue, 1930 - 2016 – That the Parliament 
notes the life of Rabbi Lionel Blue, who died on 19 December 2016; acknowledges that 
Rabbi Blue was well known for his broadcasting work on behalf of the Reform Jewish 
faith, in particular on Thought for the Day on BBC Radio 4's Today programme; notes 
that, in the 1980s, he was the first British rabbi to come out as gay, at a time when being 
gay was still generally viewed by too many in society as unacceptable, and, in doing so, 
considers that he broke down barriers for future generations; thanks him for his 
ecumenical approach, which saw him meeting with Christians, Muslims and people of 
other faiths and of none; considers that this approach helped him to build links between 
different creeds, and ultimately believes that the world is a poorer place without his liberal 
thinking on matters of faith. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-03223 
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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

UK Nationals Imprisoned Abroad 
col 450WH  Tom Brake: … There is also the case, drawn to my attention just yesterday, 
of a dual UK-Lebanese citizen detained in Israel. The release of Mr Faiz Mahmoud 
Ahmed Sherari has been ordered by a military court in Israel, but as far as I am aware he 
has not been released. …  
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-20/debates/2952D1B1-A3DD-4277-
82A3-D952B3994B94/UKNationalsImprisonedAbroad  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Visits Abroad 
Emily Thornberry [57683] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, how many visits were made by Ministers to (a) Russia, (b) Iran, (c) Turkey, (d) 
Israel and (e) Pakistan in each year in (i) 2014, (ii) 2015 and (iii) 2016; and what the cost 
to the public purse was of (A) transport, (B) accommodation and (C) expenses of each of 
those such visits for (1) Ministers and (2) accompanying staff for each such visit. 

Boris Johnson: All information regarding Ministerial travel and expenses incurred 
can be seen in the Quarterly Transparency review found here. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-14/57683/  
 

Israel: Legislation 
Matthew Pennycook [57121] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the 
Regulations Bill in that country since 7 December 2016. 

Tobias Ellwood: I raised the issue with the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister when 
we met in London on 12 December. I have also raised the issue with the Israeli 
ambassador to London and have issued two press statements on the issue. The 
UK is extremely concerned that the Knesset has passed the first reading of a bill 
which would expropriate privately owned Palestinian land and pave the way for a 
significant further expansion of settlements in the West Bank. This would be illegal 
under international law, and once again calls into question the Israeli 
government's commitment to a two-state solution. The UK urges the Israeli 
government to reconsider the land regulation bill at the earliest opportunity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-12/57121/  
 

Palestinians: Fire and Rescue Services 
Andy Slaughter [57093] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to the Israeli authorities on donation of 
equipment and supplies made by the Fire Brigades Union to assist Palestinian 
firefighters. 

Tobias Ellwood: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have been in touch with 
the Israeli authorities to ascertain the correct procedures which need to be 
followed to meet Israel's customs requirements. They have been in regular 
contact with the Fire Brigades Union, and provided advice on the correct steps 
which need to be followed to proceed with the shipment. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-12/57093/  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cabinet-office-ministerial-gifts-hospitality-travel-and-meetings-april-to-june-2016
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Israel: Demolition 
Anne Main [57280] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
with reference to the Answer of 13 November 2015 to Question 15102, what recent 
representations the British Embassy in Tel Aviv has made to Israeli authorities since the 
Israeli government demolition order in November 2016 of the Bedouin village in Umm al-
Hiran in the Negev. 

Tobias Ellwood: I raised concerns about plans to demolish the Bedouin village of 
Umm al-Hiran when I spoke to the Israeli Ambassador on 23 November. Although 
the demolition did not happen before 30 November, the threat remains. The UK 
continues to call on the Israeli authorities and Bedouin community to work 
together to find a solution that meets the needs and respects the rights of the 
people affected. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-12/57280/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-05/15102/  
 

A press release about the conversation with the Israeli Ambassador referred to above 
can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-
bedouin-village-in-israel  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Overseas Trade: Israel 
Lord McInnes of Kilwinning [HL4089] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was the 
value of trade between Scotland and Israel in 2015; and what steps they are taking to 
further strengthen ties between Scotland and Israel. 

Lord Price: The value of trade in goods between Scotland and Israel was £75 
million in 2015 (Source: HM Revenue and Customs Regional Trade Statistics 
database). This does not include services, which will make this figure 
considerably higher. 
Israel is an important trading partner for the UK and we are committed to further 
strengthening our important trade relationship. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-13/HL4089/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2015-11-05/15102/
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** Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-12-20/debates/4DE74B6B-97F6-4262-96C7-
A4D3D5658DFF/Lobbying(Transparency)Bill(HL)  

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Welsh Assembly Inquiry into Lobbying (closing date 31 January 2017) 
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes  
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation: increasing numbers of successful 
donations (Scotland) (closing date 14 March 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00511160.pdf 

TOP 
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