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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Graham Allen [57157] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
she has made of the implications of the Education Policy Institute report, entitled Faith 
Schools, pupil performance and social selection, published on 2 December 2016, for the 
proposal to remove the 50 per cent cap on religious selection in faith schools. 

Nick Gibb: The Education Policy Institute report does not recognise the fact that 
the government’s proposals are focused on creating more good school places, 
and therefore creating more choice for parents when selecting a school. Our 
proposals to expand the number of these good school places available to parents 
will benefit more young people and give them the chance to go as far as their 
talents will take them. 
Faith schools make up a third of all schools in England, and are among the 
highest performing schools in the country. More primary and secondary faith 
schools are judged good or outstanding than their non-faith counterparts[1] and 
consistently achieve higher performance in exam results. Faith schools are 
popular with parents and so the removal of the 50% faith cap will enable the 
establishment of even more good schools and places. 
[1] Ofsted official statistics: Maintained schools and academies inspections and 
outcomes as at 31 March 2016 shows faith schools are more likely to 
be good or outstanding as compared to non-faith schools (89% as compared to 
86% at primary; 81% as compared to 75% at secondary). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-12/57157/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://epi.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/Pupil_characteristics_and_performance_at_faith_schools.pdf  
 

 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Community Relations 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Mawson [HL3870]  To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-12/57157/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-12/57157/
http://epi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Pupil_characteristics_and_performance_at_faith_schools.pdf
http://epi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Pupil_characteristics_and_performance_at_faith_schools.pdf
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encourage people from different ethnic and religious backgrounds to work together on 
projects and programmes in local communities. 
Lord Mawson [HL3874] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what lessons they have 
learned from projects with hands-on practical experience of building integrated 
communities; how they will build on the success of those projects; and what role those 
projects will play in achieving the changes that are recommended in The Casey Review: 
a review into opportunity and integration. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The government is committed to building more 
integrated communities and widening opportunity. We have spent over £60 million 
on integration projects since 2010/11, helping to create the conditions for people 
to live successfully alongside each other. 
This includes funding for community – based tuition to help isolated adults to learn 
English and the Near Neighbours programme, supporting well over 1,000 small 
projects bringing people together across faith, social and ethnic boundaries. 
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government has made clear he 
will be studying Dame Louise’s findings closely. As part of those considerations, 
we will look to learn from our existing integration projects. In spring, we will come 
to the House with our plans for tackling the issues raised by Dame Louise, so that 
we can continue to build a country that works for everyone. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-06/HL3870/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-06/HL3874/ 

 

The Casey Review, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/Th
e_Casey_Review_Report.pdf  
 

Community Relations 
Lord Mawson [HL3872] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what evidence there is that 
practical lessons have been learnt from past research conducted into integration in 
British communities. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystyth: Dame Louise Casey's Review into integration and 
opportunity published on the 5 December takes account of academic and other 
research and considers previous community cohesion reports and programmes. 
The government will be studying her Report carefully and will publish a response 
in the spring. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-06/HL3872/  

 

The Casey Review, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/Th
e_Casey_Review_Report.pdf  
 

Community Relations 
Lord Mawson [HL3873] To ask Her Majesty’s Government how much has been spent 
over the last five years on studies about integration in British communities and what 
impact this has had, if any. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The only comprehensive study, in the last five 
years, has been Dame Louise Casey's Review into integration and opportunity, 
published on 5 December 2016.  A number of Departments will have undertaken 
studies in support of policy objectives related to integration, however information 
on the cost of these studies is not held centrally. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-06/HL3873/  
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-06/HL3874/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-06/HL3874/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/The_Casey_Review_Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/The_Casey_Review_Report.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-06/HL3872/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-06/HL3872/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/The_Casey_Review_Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/The_Casey_Review_Report.pdf
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The Casey Review, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/Th
e_Casey_Review_Report.pdf  
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Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answers 

World War II: Genocide 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Hylton [HL3829] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consultation, if any, and 
what reasons, led to the announcement in January by the former Prime Minister, David 
Cameron, that a National Holocaust Memorial should be sited in Victoria Tower Gardens. 
Lord Hylton [HL3830] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to meet the 
authorities of both Houses of Parliament, Westminster City Council, the Thorney Island 
Society and other local residents and interested parties, to discuss the implications of a 
National Holocaust Memorial in Victoria Tower Gardens. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: In 2014 the Prime Minister’s cross-party Holocaust 
Commission undertook a nationwide public consultation, receiving more than 
2500 responses to its Call for Evidence. This resulted in the Commission 
recommending the creation of a new National Memorial to the Holocaust and an 
accompanying Learning Centre to be prominently located in Central London. 
Following an extensive search across central London, which included discussions 
within Government and with property owners and developers across Central 
London; invitations to respond to a site specification; and a thorough search by 
property agents CBRE, Victoria Tower Gardens was identified as a possible 
location for the Memorial. 
The Memorial will serve as a reminder of the depths of depravity that a seemingly 
enlightened society can plunge to if it abandons its democratic values, and the 
importance of constant vigilance in protecting these values. There could be no 
more powerful or appropriate location to make such a statement than next to 
Parliament. As a result, and following consultation with Westminster City Council 
and The Royal Parks, the UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation, which advises 
DCLG in this matter, recommended that the Memorial be located in Victoria Tower 
Gardens. This was announced by the Government in January 2016. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3829/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3830/ 
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-holocaust-memorial-will-stand-beside-
parliament-as-permanent-statement-of-our-british-values  

 
World War II: Genocide 

Lord Hylton [HL3831] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they plan to contribute 
financially to a National Holocaust Memorial, wherever that might be sited, with or without 
an attached visitor and learning centre; and if so, to what extent. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: In January 2015, Government announced that it 
was  accepting  all  the   recommendations   of  the   Prime   Minister’s   Holocaust  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/The_Casey_Review_Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/The_Casey_Review_Report.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3829/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3829/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3830/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3830/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-holocaust-memorial-will-stand-beside-parliament-as-permanent-statement-of-our-british-values
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-holocaust-memorial-will-stand-beside-parliament-as-permanent-statement-of-our-british-values
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Commission. In doing so, Government also committed £50 million as its 
contribution to total project costs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3831/  
 

The commitment referred to above can be read at col 723 of 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150127/debtext/15012
7-0001.htm#15012737000021  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-03204 Jackson Carlaw: Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 – That the Parliament 
recognises that 27 January 2017 marks Holocaust Memorial Day; believes that the day 
should serve as an opportunity for learning institutions, faith groups and communities 
across Scotland, including in Eastwood, to remember the six million men, women and 
children murdered by the Nazi regime in occupied Europe; notes that the theme of 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 is "How can life go on?"; understands that this theme aims 
to look at the aftermath of the Holocaust, subsequent acts of genocide and the 
challenging questions that such actions continue to raise for individuals, communities 
and nations about their responsibilities in the wake of such criminal acts; values the 
Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz project, which gives two post-16 
students from every school and college in Scotland the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-
Birkenau; celebrates the Holocaust survivors who subsequently made Scotland their 
home and thanks them for their contribution to Scotland as a nation, and recommits 
to ensuring that anti-Semitism in all its forms is challenged without fear or favour. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-03204 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Baroness Tonge [HL3815] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding reports of Israeli settlers illegally 
obtaining Palestinian-owned land in East Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this issue, we will 
continue to make clear our concerns over East Jerusalem to the Israeli authorities 
and the Municipality of Jerusalem, both bilaterally and in co-operation with our EU 
partners. We view any attempts to change the facts on the ground as a serious 
provocation likely to raise tensions and cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians, as well as being harmful to the peace process and in contravention 
of international law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3815/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3816] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel concerning restrictions on the movement of 
Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including occupied East 
Jerusalem. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3831/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3831/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150127/debtext/150127-0001.htm#15012737000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150127/debtext/150127-0001.htm#15012737000021
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-03204
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-03204
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3815/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3815/
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Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We continue to call on the governments of Israel 
and Egypt to show maximum flexibility in opening the crossings into Gaza to help 
facilitate travel in and out of Gaza. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv most 
recently raised the issue of movement and access with the Israeli authorities on 5 
December. We also remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement between the West Bank and East Jerusalem. We continue to work 
closely with EU partners to call on Israel to ease access these restrictions. Our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly lobbies the Israeli authorities on the issue of 
movement and access. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3816/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3817] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel concerning reports of Palestinians being injured 
by Israeli forces and settlers while harvesting olives. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We raised a number of allegations with the Israeli 
authorities on 14 November, and have urged for a thorough investigation and for 
any perpetrators to be brought to justice. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3817/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3818] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel in response to the report by the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs that Israeli officials seized an electric generator and 
a metal-cutting machine belonging to an aid organization near Nablus. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Whilst we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Israeli authorities, the UK regularly raises its concerns about confiscations 
with the Government of Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3818/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3820] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding the reports alleging physical assault by 
Israeli settlers on Palestinians living in the West Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Government condemns all acts of violence 
by extremist settlers. Settler violence is an abhorrent phenomenon which must be 
tackled firmly. We have repeatedly raised with the Israeli authorities our concerns 
about incidents of settler violence and intimidation, including the importance of 
bringing the extremist settlers responsible to justice. 
We raised a number of allegations concerning violence against Palestinians 
during the olive harvest with the Israeli authorities on 14 November, and have 
urged for a thorough investigation and for any perpetrators to be brought to 
justice. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3820/  

TOP 
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3820/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-05/HL3820/
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html  

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Welsh Assembly Inquiry into Lobbying (closing date 31 January 2017) 
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes  
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-death-certification
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-death-certification
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes
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Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation: increasing numbers of successful 
donations (Scotland) (closing date 14 March 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00511160.pdf 
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