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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Home Affairs Committee inquiry into Hate Crime 
and its Violent Consequences 

Witnesses: Bharath Ganesh, Fiyaz Mughal and Miqdaad Versi. 
… Q128  Fiyaz Mughal: … let me just go back to your initial question: has there been an 
increase in reporting for the Muslim community? The answer is: possibly—we don’t 
know. The second part of that question is: is there a correlation between national and 
international incidents and very sharp spikes in anti-Muslim hatred? The answer is yes, 
there are very clear correlations in the data that comes to us directly from victims within 
Muslim communities that shows very clear, very large spikes in reporting, and recording, 
around major national and international incidents. These spikes are gaining in 
amplitude—they are not getting less. Each spike we are finding correspondingly gets 
higher and higher and higher, and the background noise—the amplitude—is getting 
wider and wider. So there is an issue here. It is an ongoing issue and it is a widening 
issue. … 

 

Bharath Ganesh: … it is incredibly difficult to identify what is causing the increase in our 
numbers. … If we look at the activity of the far right online, for example, we see that there 
has been a huge spike in activity, particularly in 2016 … In particular, it has been the kind 
of rhetoric that has been used during elections and campaigns. … 
The other thing is that the majority of the incidents that were reported to Tell MAMA back 
in 2012, 2013 and even 2014 were online incidents. Those are things that were 
happening on social media platforms. Now a much larger proportion—the majority of our 
incidents—are coming in as offline incidents. … 

 

Q129  Chair (Yvette Cooper): Is your sense that you are seeing an increase in the 
number of perpetrators or that those who are being Islamophobic are becoming more 
vocal or more active? 

 

Bharath Ganesh: I think we are seeing a mix of the two.  … the number of people who 
are exposed to Islamophobic and anti-Muslim rhetoric has definitely increased. … 

 

Fiyaz Mughal: There is also a very strong strain of misogyny that is wrapped up in the 
anti-Muslim hated. … The majority of the perpetrators are male … and the age range in 
our 2015 report went from 15 to 35-year-olds to 13 to 18-year-olds. So something is 
creating a generational shift in the kind of perpetrator base we are seeing. … The 
majority of the victims are female, so what we have in a large number of cases is 
misogyny, misogynistic language and sexualised language mixed in with anti-Muslim 
hatred to humiliate the woman. … 
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Q133 … Bharath Ganesh: … We have seen UK-based young people on Twitter who are 
getting their information from far-right sources in the US, and from people in France, 
Germany, the Netherlands and other parts of Europe who are also far-right, as well as 
from some of the ideologues we have in the UK. A large transnational echo chamber is 
forming—in fact, it has been in place for some time—and it appears that younger people 
are being more and more influenced by that rhetoric. … 

 

Q134 … Miqdaad Versi: … The research from the University of Cambridge concluded 
that mainstream media reporting about Muslim communities is contributing to an 
atmosphere of rising hostility towards Muslims in Britain. … The biggest driver of anti-
Muslim hatred within the wider population—of which there is a lot—is the media. We 
have figures to that end, whether it is the 37% of the British population who would 
support policies to reduce the number of Muslims in the UK, the 50% who think that 
Islam is a threat to western civilisation, or the 30% of young children between the ages of 
10 and 14 who think that there are too many Muslims in the UK. … 

 

Fiyaz Mughal: … We had a lot of complaints from Sikh organisations and groups that 
said, “Frankly, that also targets us, in the way that Osama bin Laden potentially looks. 
Nobody can tell the difference between a Sikh and a Muslim so it also impacts on us.” … 

 

Q138 Naz Shah: … what is it that in your opinion is missing from the political response? 
What do we need to do to get this right? 

 

Fiyaz Mughal: Well, you have heard my position on social media, and I think we need to 
be robust on that. We also need to be particularly robust on, and have a much more 
robust approach towards, politicians who use scenarios—I will go back to this—and 
poster campaigns showing individuals who might be of a different race or wearing 
headscarves. … Those have serious impacts on our communities. … 
The third thing, which I think is very important, is that our police forces need to be given 
the ability to do their job in the online world. I meet police officers who are dedicated and 
committed every day of our working lives. The fact that they do not have adequate 
training in what happens online—that ongoing support in how they deal with online 
cases—is a barrier to their work. … 

 

Miqdaad Versi: … The final area is education. … We have polls showing that the views 
of Muslims among young children is more and more negative than it used to be in the 
past. This is worrying. If 30% of young children think that there are too many Muslims in 
the UK, what will that mean for our future? … 

 

Q139 Naz Shah: Yesterday the Prime Minister announced adopting a definition of anti-
Semitism along with 56 other countries in the Organisation for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe. There does not seem to be a universal understanding of what Islamophobia 
is, or can you tell me otherwise, Mr Mughal? 

 

Fiyaz Mughal: The answer is no, there is no universal definition of what Islamophobia or 
anti-Muslim hatred is. … Tell MAMA warmly accepts the adoption yesterday of the 
definition of anti-Semitism, because we have seen the damage that anti-Semitism has 
created, in the last five years, within Jewish communities. We work very closely with 
Jewish communities and are very honoured to be in that position. We have some strong 
partnerships. When we have members of the Jewish community being held to account 
for the State of Israel, that is anti-Semitism. When we have members of the Muslim 
community being held to account for Iraq and Syria, that is anti-Muslim bigotry. There are 
some very clear similarities—but clearly some differences—in where the two 
communities have come from. 
We warmly accept the Prime Minister’s step. We value the incredible work she has been 
doing on hate crime. We stand with Jewish communities in the definition of anti-
Semitism. I was looking at the definition yesterday, and if you take out “anti-Semitism” 
and put in “anti-Muslim” that definition stands absolutely around Islamophobia and anti-
Muslim hatred. I will finish by saying that through the work of Sir Eric Pickles—he has 
been pushing this — and through the work of Jewish communities in Europe, which have  
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been absolutely steadfast in working towards this, what the Prime Minister has done has 
opened up the door for solid definitions of anti-Muslim hatred and Islamophobia in the 
future. We must welcome those, appreciate that and congratulate Jewish communities, 
Sir Eric Pickles and the Prime Minister on taking this stance. 

 

Q140 Nusrat Ghani: Just to clarify: there is no preferred definition of Islamophobia but 
you are arguing that if we took the term “anti-Semitism” out of the statement that was 
agreed by 57 countries and put in “Islamophobia”, that would work and would be adopted 
by many countries. 

 

Fiyaz Mughal: It would absolutely stand firm and it could easily be adopted across. It is 
an opening trailblazer for other communities to follow. … 

 

Q143 Nusrat Ghani: … I want to talk about Islamophobia within Muslim communities. No 
doubt you saw “Muslims Like Us” on the BBC recently. Does the Muslim Council of 
Britain represent every Muslim on that TV programme? 

 

Miqdaad Versi: The Muslim Council of Britain is an umbrella body. We represent our 
affiliates. That is all we can do … 

 

Q144 Nusrat Ghani: When you submitted evidence to the Committee, and quite often 
when you quote to the media, you claim to represent the Muslim community in Britain. … 

 

Q145  Miqdaad Versi:…We represent our affiliates … 
 

Q146 Nusrat Ghani: You say you represent 500 mosques. Are any of those Ahmadi or 
Ismaili mosques? 

 

Miqdaad Versi: None of them are Ahmadi. I do not believe any of them are Ismaili. 
 

Q147 Nusrat Ghani: So you do not represent Ahmadis, you do not represent Ismailis 
and you are not sure if you represent Muslims who are gay, but you claim to represent 
the majority of Muslims in this country. 

 

Miqdaad Versi: … we have affiliates, they vote for us and we represent those 500-plus 
affiliates’ views. The latest poll suggests that a majority of Muslims think that we 
represent their views. … 

 

Q148 Nusrat Ghani: Which Muslims? Just Sunni Muslims, I assume. 
 

Q150 Mr Winnick: … would it not be right to say that the large majority—perhaps, to go 
further, the overwhelming majority—of Muslims in this country go about their business 
like the rest of the residents without hindrance or difficulties? … 

 

Miqdaad Versi: I think that is probably fair. I think most Muslims are able to continue 
their normal lives. I think, though, there is a fear within a larger proportion of Muslims, 
because most Muslims probably know somebody who suffers from abuse, either verbal 
or otherwise. … 

 

Q151 Mr Winnick: … It is now totally unacceptable, except on the extreme right, or the 
Nazi right, if you like, to have a go at Jews—there are no votes in it, as far as the 
mainstream political parties are concerned—but when it comes to Muslims, that’s not 
quite the attitude taken by some mainstream politicians. In some respects, is it a sort of 
modern anti-Semitism? … 

 

Q152 Miqdaad Versi: I don’t want to make comparisons. … There are definitely lessons 
to be drawn from our history. … 

 

Q163 … Fiyaz Mughal: … Given that we work within Muslim communities and given that 
our work is around anti-Muslim hatred, we have also come in for attacks from small 
sections of Muslim communities for being “too Jew-friendly”, for being the friends of 
Zionists—because our chair is Jewish—and for being in the pay of Mossad. These are 
just the daily regurgitations we come across from groups who purport to be tackling 
Islamophobia. … we have to tackle that group head-on as well, and make it very clear 
that their conspiracy, anti-Semitism, hatred of other communities and unipolar view of life 
will be challenged. I will say this: the Home Office needs to have a spine in challenging 
these groups. … 

 

Q170 Stuart McDonald: Mr Mughal, would you support changes to hate speech laws? 
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Fiyaz Mughal: The answer to that is no. There is a fine balance that we have between 
the right of free speech and European conventions, and I think that the balance is just 
about right; it is the question of implementation that is the key here. I wouldn’t suggest 
changes in law; I would suggest it is how we enact current laws and put those into 
practice right the way through to the front-desk level of our police forces. … 

 

Q173 … Fiyaz Mughal: … Five or six years ago, a Conservative Government were not 
looking at these areas. Today, they are seriously looking at these areas—not only anti-
Semitism but anti-Muslim hatred. We hear from some sections of Muslim communities 
that this Government are at fault and that this Government have a problem. Well, I 
cannot answer for this Government on a lot of things, but in the area of hate crime let me 
tell you that this Government and this Prime Minister, who was previously Home 
Secretary, have been firm, robust and absolutely fair. … 
They know one thing, and I say this pretty clearly: if they don’t tackle anti-Muslim hatred, 
they give succour to extremism. … from the Home Office through to DCLG and the FCO, 
they are seriously looking at anti-Muslim hatred. … 

 

Q175 Mr Burrowes: Picking up on the point about where the growing threat is to the 
Muslim community, is it from the far right, or would you say it is more broadly from racists 
and those who exhibit xenophobia? … 

 

Q176 Mr Burrowes: … Is there a danger of trying to bespoke this issue, when really we 
need to tackle the issues of racism and xenophobia at heart? 

 

Fiyaz Mughal:  … yes, we need to tackle the issues of wider racism. … we need to do a 
lot of community education work to start the process of trying to counter some of the 
prejudice, bigotry and racism. … 

 

Q177 Mr Burrowes: … you made a parallel with the Jewish community and the good 
relationship we have. Do you think there is a case for particular funding and support like 
the CST—Community Security Trust—gets? Do you think there is a parallel for the 
Muslim community? 

 

 

Fiyaz Mughal: The answer to that is absolutely. One of the reasons we set up Tell 
MAMA was absolutely to parallel what the CST was doing. That is why the CST worked 
together to effectively support us when we started our work. … 
The fact of the matter is that the risks we are seeing towards Islamic institutions mean 
that there has to be a definitive, identical structure like the CST that looks at support for 
security for mosques and for volunteers to stand outside mosques and ask people, “How 
are you? Who are you? What are you doing?” in the long term. Let’s be clear that we are 
not asking for the securitisation of mosques—we would like cohesive and open 
communities. What we are asking for is this. The CST model has been absolutely brilliant 
for Jewish communities, and there is a wide-open gap for Muslim communities. There is 
an existing body, and the best relationship we have with other faith communities is with 
CST and Jewish communities. It is an open goal, if you ask me. … 

 

Q184 Naz Shah: … In your statement, Tell MAMA said: “Our work is difficult enough as it 
is challenging some groups within Muslim communities who sell a view that Muslims are 
perpetual victims. We have to constantly challenge that destructive view. There are 
others beyond Muslim communities who believe that Muslims should not be seen or 
heard. There are also those who believe that anti-Muslim hatred does not exist and that 
Muslims ‘bring it upon themselves’. In the middle of these toxic views, we try and 
undertake our work under a barrage of abuse, threats and intimidation over the last 5 
years, both from groups selling the perpetual victim narrative and those on the extreme 
far right.” 

 

Q185 … Fiyaz Mughal: … Once you create that mindset, you create an individual who 
starts to disentangle themselves from wider society. If we just look at the bottom line, 
they will actually earn less, they will have fewer future options in their life and fewer 
future experiences, and actually it is deeply destructive to the individual. 

 

Q186 Naz Shah:… Is it the victim mentality that is increasing the hate crimes, or are they  
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both— 
 

Fiyaz Mughal: There is definitely an increase in hate crimes and hate incidents, because 
we see it when it tallies with international incidents.  

 

Q187 Fiyaz Mughal: The reality is that there is an issue and it is impacting on Muslims’ 
lives, but it is not the overwhelming issue that takes women away from doing their 
shopping or takes them away from leaving the home. That is the bit, I find, that when 
exacerbated starts to impact on the mentality of individuals and reduce their ability to be 
mobile in their own lives. … 
 

Witnesses: Dr Imran Awan, Murtaza Shaikh and Dr Chris Allen. 
Q189 Chair: How are people changing their behaviour in response to online abuse? 
 

Imran Awan: One individual who we spoke to said that she had suffered some 
horrendous abuse. … Somebody was saying to her, “We know where you live and where 
you go to work.” She stopped taking the specific public transport route she normally 
took—she would go the other way. In the evenings, she would purposely not travel 
because she said, “After this specific time, it is quite dangerous and I’m more 
vulnerable.” … 

 

Chris Allen: Whether it is online or offline—with any form of hate crime on whatever 
basis it is being perpetrated—we have to remember that you could be attacked randomly 
or be the victim of a crime that does not involve the recognition of who you are. We have 
to put that in context with hate crime. Hate crime cannot be seen to be random, because 
it specifically targets the part of your identity that is probably the most important to you. If 
you are attacked online or in the street, you are being attacked—if it is motivated by 
Islamophobia—because you are Muslim. It is the very core of your identity that is being 
attacked, targeted and identified.  …  

 

Q196 James Berry: … When we had the Chief Rabbi giving evidence, he made an 
interesting point. With anti-Semitism, if Mrs and Mr Smith are at the dinner table in 
Nottingham having an anti-Semitic conversation, it doesn’t really affect him, but when it is 
in his hand, there to see on Twitter, it really does affect him. I think it goes a bit further 
than that: it eggs other people on, and it normalises those views if you see them all the 
time. … 

 

Chris Allen: … We have become sophisticated enough to know what we can and cannot 
say in public. A lot of the time, our prejudices, whether they are minor prejudices or are 
full blown, as the Chief Rabbi was saying, are such that we become nuanced and 
sophisticated in that respect. On social media, it has become the same. Without wanting 
to play down any sort of bigotry or hatred, if you are just texting it to your friend, is that 
any different from having that view in your front room? Where it becomes problematic is 
when somebody tweets and they have two followers. Does that make an impact? What if 
you have 1,000 followers, and then somebody else with 1,000 followers retweets, and 
then it is retweeted and retweeted? I don’t think we can talk about this in blanket terms. 
The analogy actually goes a little further. Once it goes into the public space and public 
discourse, whether via more traditional mainstream media or social media, it definitely 
leads to a sense of normalisation. … 

 

Q198 James Berry: … one thing we explored in one of our previous reports was one of 
our colleagues being trolled with the hashtags #filthyjew or #filthyjewbitch. That is very 
easy to identify. Even now, just while I have been sitting here, I have found dozens of 
tweets using that hashtag. It would be very easy, because it is quite specific, for Twitter 
to automatically quarantine any message with that and review it before allowing it to go 
out, or maybe just not allow it at all … 

 

Imran Awan: Absolutely. It is like the hashtag #killallmuslims that was trending. …  
 

Chris Allen: But just in that respect, wouldn’t somebody just remove the hashtag? Then 
you wouldn’t be able to pick it up. 

 

Q200 James Berry: That is true, but Twitter have chosen not to do that …  
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Q208  Chris Allen: … At the moment, Muslims and Islam are still seen to be “other”. …  
the tendency now among the press and broadcast media is to present Muslims not as a 
violent other but as a kind of cultural other—“They’re against our way of life, our culture, 
our values” and so on. … 

 

Q210 Nusrat Ghani: … what is important about what was adopted by 56 countries on 
anti-Semitism was that everyone accepted what having a Jewish identity is. What I was 
trying to draw out in the earlier session is that there are many different forms of Muslims 
who identify themselves as Muslims, but that there are other Muslim representatives who 
do not. There can be Islamophobic incidents within the Muslim community. … 

 

Chris Allen: … I would imagine, within Jewish communities, that there are actually 
differences of opinion that are exactly the same. … 

 

Imran Awan: That definition point of view is also important for the victim. A lot of the 
research shows that victims are not aware whether they have been a victim of a hate 
crime, so we could have some sort of solid interpretation—“You fall into this category or 
you don’t”. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/hom
e-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/oral/44438.html  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Community Relations 
Liz Roberts [56682] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what the British values are, as referred to in the Casey Review: a review 
into opportunity and integration, published on 5 December 2016. 

Marcus Jones: As the then Home Secretary explained in her speech of 
23 rd March 2015, British values – such as regard for the rule of law, participation 
in and acceptance of democracy, equality, free speech and respect for minorities 
– are supported by the overwhelming majority of British people. They are 
sustained by our most important local and national institutions. And they are the 
means by which we have made our multi-racial, multi-cultural and multi-religious 
society succeed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-07/56682/  
 

The Review referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/Th
e_Casey_Review_Report.pdf  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Baroness Whitaker [HL4002] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the 
proposal to replace the 50 per cent cap on faith-based admissions to faith schools, as set 
out in the Government consultation Schools that work for everyone, what consideration 
they have given to the finding of the Education Policy Institute that "there is a risk that 
increasing the numbers of faith schools would come at the price of increased social 
segregation, with a risk of lower social mobility". 

Lord Nash: The EPI report fails to recognise the fact that the government’s 
proposals are about creating more good school places for more parents in more 
parts of the country by giving them more choice. Our proposals to expand the 
number of good school places available to  parents will help  more  young  people,  
 

http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/oral/44438.html
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/oral/44438.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-07/56682/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-07/56682/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/The_Casey_Review_Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/575973/The_Casey_Review_Report.pdf
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irrespective of their background, have the chance to go as far as their talents will 
take them. 
Faith schools are among the highest performing schools in the country, with more 
primary and secondary faith schools judged good or outstanding than their non-
faith counterparts[1]. Faith schools are popular with parents and the removal of 
the 50% faith cap will enable the establishment of even more good schools. 
[1]Ofsted official statistics: Maintained schools and academies inspections and 
outcomes as at 31 March 2016 shows faith schools are more likely to 
be good or outstanding as compared to non-faith schools (89% as compared to 
86% at primary; 81% as compared to 75% at secondary). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-09/HL4002/ 
 

The consultation referred to above can be read at 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-
everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERY
ONE%20%20FINAL.PDF  
 

Church Schools 
Lord Murphy of Torfaen [HL4149] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 
they have made of the contribution of Church schools to community cohesion. 

Lord Nash: Church schools make a positive contribution to our society and 
education system and are amongst the highest performing nationally We want 
more good schools and to enable quality providers to establish them. Our 
consultation, Schools that Work for Everyone, is aimed at creating more good 
schools and improving community cohesion so that more young people have the 
chance to go as far as their talents will take them. 

 http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4149/  
 

Organs: Donors 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Khalid Mahmood [56779] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what recent estimate 
he has made of the difference between BME organ donations and the level of demand 
for such donations. 
Khalid Mahmood [56780] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what steps his 
Department has taken to establish ways of encouraging BME organ donations. 

Nicola Blackwood: As of 9 December 2016, there were 1,851 people from Black, 
Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) communities waiting for an organ transplant. 
This represents around 29% of the active transplant list. Around 5% of all 
deceased organ donors came from BAME communities. 
There are a number of specific initiatives to increase the number of organ donors 
from BAME communities. These include the National BAME Transplant Alliance 
to coordinate the work of BAME organisations working within these communities, 
a Peer Educator Project working with the Pakistani Muslim Community in 
Birmingham and the Bangladeshi community in Tower Hamlets and NHS Blood 
and Transplant has developed a behaviour change campaign strategy in support 
of the Taking Organ Transplantation to 2020: A UK Strategy. This includes 
increasing its education and engagement activities with BAME communities and a 
Faith Action Plan outlining action to work in partnership with faith leaders. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-08/56779/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-08/56780/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-09/HL4002/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-09/HL4002/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERYONE%20%20FINAL.PDF
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERYONE%20%20FINAL.PDF
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/supporting_documents/SCHOOLS%20THAT%20WORK%20FOR%20EVERYONE%20%20FINAL.PDF
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4149/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4149/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-08/56779/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-08/56779/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-08/56780/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-08/56780/
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The Strategy referred to above can be read at 
http://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/to2020/resources/nhsbt_organ_donor_strategy_long.pdf  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-03155 John Finnie: Proscribing of neo-Nazi Group – That the Parliament 
welcomes the announcement by the Home Secretary that she has used the powers 
under the Terrorism Act 2000 to proscribe the British neo-Nazi movement, National 
Action; understands that this is the first time that a far-right group has been banned 
under such legislation; believes that there is no place in Scotland, the UK or anywhere 
for groups that espouse such ideologies, and supports calls for other groups similar to 
National Action to also be proscribed. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-03155 
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Racial Equality 
Chris Lyttle [AQO 698/16-21] To ask the First Minister and deputy First Minister, 
following the closure of the Northern Ireland Council for Ethnic Minorities, how they will 
ensure ethnic minorities retain a political voice. 

The Racial Equality Subgroup has been established to be the voice of minority 
ethnic people and migrants at the heart of government here. Its role is to support 
and drive forward work on racial equality and good race relations. The Subgroup 
has already met twice in order to establish a framework and structures to support 
its work. A further meeting in December is currently being arranged. 
Although the Minority Ethnic Development Fund is not open to applications of a 
party political nature, there are over 30 projects being funded in the current 
financial year. These projects not only address the needs of people from minority 
ethnic backgrounds, they also work towards promoting good relations between 
different ethnic groups. They help to ensure that the voices of minority ethnic 
people are heard. 
Additionally, we would certainly hope that all our political parties here ensure that 
they represent all members of our society, including those from a minority ethnic 
background. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=282611  
 

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: International Trade 
T4. Bob Blackman: On Monday, I was delighted to hear my right hon. Friend the Prime 
Minister announce that she wanted to take the trade relationship with Israel to the next 
level—our key ally in the middle east and strong trading partner. Can my right hon. 
Friend set out the steps that he is taking to ensure that we put in place a new trade deal 
with Israel, so that we can cement that commitment by the Prime Minister? [907884] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International Trade (Mark 
Garnier):  My  hon. Friend is right.  We have an  extraordinarily  good  relationship  
 

http://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/to2020/resources/nhsbt_organ_donor_strategy_long.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-03155
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-03155
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=282611
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with Israel, and we are the second biggest export market for Israel. Currently, we 
are governed by the association agreement that the EU has with Israel, and we 
are certainly keen to engage with Israel to make sure that in a post-Brexit world 
there is no disruption to the trade that we have. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-15/debates/CD2A278E-9AC5-4668-
B05D-ABE6DAFF6FE8/TopicalQuestions#contribution-CD4BFB6B-E0C1-4862-913A-
A88D96A9BA7D  
 
T6. Philip Hollobone: In prioritising a post-Brexit free trade deal with Israel, will the 
Minister ensure that as far as possible the Palestimonian Authority is included, because 
enhanced trade between the UK, Israel and the Palestinian Authority will be an essential 
part of building a sustainable and lasting peace? [907886] 

Mark Garnier: I wholeheartedly agree with my hon. Friend. The British 
Government absolutely support a negotiated settlement leading to a safe and 
secure Israel living alongside a viable and sovereign Palestine state. We should 
continue to engage with those countries. I was in Israel not so long ago, but I also 
visited Ministers in Palestine. We are very keen to engage with both Israel and 
Palestine. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-15/debates/CD2A278E-9AC5-4668-
B05D-ABE6DAFF6FE8/TopicalQuestions#contribution-E795FF29-394D-4231-A2FC-
F7DA6A7DA21B  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Trade Agreements: Middle East 
Philip Hollobone [57291] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, if he will 
make it his policy to prioritise a free trade agreement with (a) Israel and (b) the 
Palestinian Authority after the UK has left the EU. 

Mark Garnier: Ministers and officials in the Department for International Trade are 
working closely with counterparts across a wide range of markets, in order to 
promote the UK as a great place to do business and with which to trade. 
We are taking advantage of all the opportunities available to us to ensure that 
Britain becomes the global leader in free trade once we leave the EU. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-12/57291/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

"Together we must deplore incitement on all sides of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict." 
Statement by Ambassador Matthew Rycroft, UK Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, on the Middle East Peace Process. …  
What can we do together to ensure that the people of Israel and Palestine enjoy decades 
of peace ahead, rather than relapse into the decades of division and hatred? 
I want to focus on three issues where our activism is needed most; illegal settlements, 
Gaza, and tackling incitement and violence. 
The UK’s position on settlements is clear. It’s a position shared by all of us around this 
table I think. Settlements are illegal under international law, and take us further away 
from the two-state solution that we all want to see. 
Despite the findings of the Quartet report this year, the situation has only got worse.  … 
we are especially concerned by the land regulation bill in the Knesset, which would 
retroactively  legalise  settlement  outposts  in the  West  Bank.  Should  this proposal  go  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-15/debates/CD2A278E-9AC5-4668-B05D-ABE6DAFF6FE8/TopicalQuestions#contribution-CD4BFB6B-E0C1-4862-913A-A88D96A9BA7D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-15/debates/CD2A278E-9AC5-4668-B05D-ABE6DAFF6FE8/TopicalQuestions#contribution-CD4BFB6B-E0C1-4862-913A-A88D96A9BA7D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-15/debates/CD2A278E-9AC5-4668-B05D-ABE6DAFF6FE8/TopicalQuestions#contribution-CD4BFB6B-E0C1-4862-913A-A88D96A9BA7D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-15/debates/CD2A278E-9AC5-4668-B05D-ABE6DAFF6FE8/TopicalQuestions#contribution-E795FF29-394D-4231-A2FC-F7DA6A7DA21B
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-15/debates/CD2A278E-9AC5-4668-B05D-ABE6DAFF6FE8/TopicalQuestions#contribution-E795FF29-394D-4231-A2FC-F7DA6A7DA21B
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-15/debates/CD2A278E-9AC5-4668-B05D-ABE6DAFF6FE8/TopicalQuestions#contribution-E795FF29-394D-4231-A2FC-F7DA6A7DA21B
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-12/57291/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-12/57291/
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ahead, it would be a serious blow to the prospects for a two-state solution. It would pave 
the way for an exponential rise in settlements deep in the West Bank, creating more 
grievances, more hopelessness, more anger amongst Palestinians. … 
Turning to Gaza, it’s clear that there is a real risk of a return to conflict. As we saw in 
October, rocket attacks have continued, as have the Israeli’s response. We should speak 
loudly and clearly in this chamber; terrorist groups in Gaza must permanently end rocket 
fire and other attacks against Israel. 
But the woes of Gaza go beyond the unacceptable acts of these groups. It’s estimated 
that 90% of Gaza’s water is not fit even for agricultural use, and Gaza continues to have 
the highest unemployment rates in the world. … 
Turning to my third point, we are pleased to see that levels of violence have dropped in 
recent months. But again there is much for both parties to do to de-escalate tensions and 
prevent incitement. 
We cannot underestimate just how corrosive, racist, anti-Semitic and hateful language is 
in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Together we must deplore incitement 
on all sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, including any comments that stir up hatred 
and prejudice. 
Sadly, such hatred is not limited to words alone. We’re appalled by terrorist attacks 
against Israeli citizens. We’re appalled at violence by extremist settlers against 
Palestinians. We unequivocally condemn all such incidents. … 
We need also to work with partners in the region and internationally to drive 
improvements on the ground and build trust between the parties, if we are to secure 
progress towards meaningful negotiations.  … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/together-we-must-deplore-incitement-on-all-
sides-of-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict  
 
 

Department for International Development 

Future UK support to the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
The UK has confirmed that it will continue to provide funding to the Palestinian Authority 
in order to maintain stability, provide vital services and build and strengthen the 
institutions needed for a viable two-state solution. However, certain key changes will be 
made to ensure this funding delivers the best value for money and maximum impact for 
Palestinians. 
The decision forms part of an ongoing examination of UK aid to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, carried out by the Department for International Development, in close 
collaboration with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, to ensure that support is 
reaching those it is meant to help, doing so as effectively as possible, and representing 
best value for money. 
The UK government has confirmed it will continue funding to the Palestinian Authority 
(PA), but in order to ensure its effective use they have directed that certain critical 
changes are made to the UK’s approach. These are: 

1. UK support will now focus solely on vital health and education services, in order to 
meet the immediate needs of the Palestinian people and maximise value for 
money. Funding will only go towards the salaries of health and education public 
servants on a vetted list. 

2. UK funds will no longer be used to support the salaries of Palestinian Authority 
public servants in Gaza who have not been able to work. 

3. The UK will assess fiscal and public financial management reforms that the 
Palestinian Authority will need to show progress against in order to secure full 
future payments from the UK. 

… DFID will provide up to £25 million to the PA this financial year.  Future  payments  will  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/together-we-must-deplore-incitement-on-all-sides-of-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/together-we-must-deplore-incitement-on-all-sides-of-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict
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be subject to annual sign-off by UK Government ministers after reviewing the PA’s 
commitment to the UK Partnership Principles and progress against key reform indicators. 
…  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/future-uk-support-to-the-occupied-palestinian-
territories 
 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General Stresses Palestine’s Right to Exist, Israel’s Need for Peace with 
Neighbours, in Final Security Council Briefing on Middle East 
… Today, I report to the Security Council for the last time on the situation in the Middle 
East.  It saddens me that my last such briefing brings no sense of optimism for the future. 
Some may ask why, given all the crises in the region, I chose to address the Council on 
the question of Palestine.  To them, I say that while the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is not 
the cause of the wars in the Middle East, its resolution can create momentum for peace 
throughout the region. 
In 1947, on the basis of United Nations General Assembly resolution 181, the world 
recognized the two-State solution and called for the emergence of “independent Arab 
and Jewish States”.  On 14 May 1948, the State of Israel was born.  Almost seven 
decades later, the world still awaits the birth of the Palestinian State. 
As the Security Council has made clear, Gaza, and the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, have been under military occupation since 1967.  These lands comprise the 
future Palestinian State, ultimately to be agreed by the parties through direct 
negotiations. 
History has shown that peace and security can be built only on the basis of respect and 
mutual acceptance.  The right of the Jewish people to have a State does not negate the 
right of the Palestinian people to Statehood. 
Yet Palestinian frustration and grievances are growing under the weight of nearly half a 
century of humiliating occupation.  Ten years ago, the majority of both peoples believed 
in the two-State solution.  Today that majority is unravelling. … 
The expanding Israeli settlement enterprise and an ever-more-entrenched status quo is 
preventing Palestinian development and locking in Gaza.  …  Israelis feel that there is no 
end in sight to terrorism, as incitement and calls for Israel’s obliteration continue 
unchallenged by Palestinian leaders. … 
… I continue to insist, that without addressing the deeper causes of this conflict, such 
cycles of escalation will persist.  
Yet another troubling measure of the current state of play is that, during my tenure, the 
Security Council adopted only two resolutions on the Middle East peace process, the 
most recent almost eight years ago. 
We are fast approaching a precipice as a direct result of the actions of those seeking to 
destroy the prospects for peace.  But there is a way out of this deadlock — by both sides 
implementing the recommendations in the recent report of the Middle East Quartet. … 
Settlements eat away at the land meant for a future Palestinian State.  … 
A bill currently being debated in the Israeli legislature risks the “regularization” of more 
than 50 outposts and thousands of housing units built on private Palestinian land in the 
West Bank — a clear violation of international law.  … 
Bold steps by Israel to empower the Palestinian Authority, based on the transition 
envisioned in previous agreements, can bring benefits to the Palestinian people and 
increase Israeli security. 
Progress in this area, however, will be difficult unless the Palestinian authorities take 
brave and concrete steps to address incitement and violence.  Acts and statements that 
glorify terror are unacceptable.  … 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/future-uk-support-to-the-occupied-palestinian-territories
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/future-uk-support-to-the-occupied-palestinian-territories
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Israel must also understand that continued occupation and heavy-handed security 
responses — including the possible excessive use of force and the highly restrictive 
closure policy in Gaza — play into the hands of extremists.  … 
The absence of Palestinian unity throughout the occupied territory presents an obstacle 
to the two-State solution.  The failure to organize Palestinian general elections has 
remained one of the clearest signs of this disunity and of the fragile Palestinian 
democratic process. … 
It is unacceptable that Hamas still boasts an anti-Semitic Charter that aspires to the 
obliteration of Israel.  Hamas must, once and for all, renounce the use of violence and 
recognize the right of Israel to exist alongside a Palestinian State, in accordance with all 
relevant Security Council resolutions and previous agreements between the parties. … 
The centrality of the challenges facing Gaza cannot be overstated.  Indiscriminate rocket 
fire by Hamas towards Israel for a decade has convinced many Israelis that there is no 
hope for peace.  After three brutal conflicts, Israel’s crippling closures and a decade-long 
political divide have left 2 million Palestinians trapped in a humanitarian tragedy, without 
hope for a political horizon. … 
During the past 10 years, I have argued that we must never accept bias against Israel 
within United Nations bodies.  Decades of political manoeuvrings have created a 
disproportionate volume of resolutions, reports and conferences criticizing Israel.  In 
many cases, rather than helping the Palestinian cause, this reality has hampered the 
ability of the United Nations to fulfil its role effectively. 
At the same time, Israel must realize that the reality in which a democratic State, 
governed by the rule of law, keeps the Palestinian people under military occupation will 
continue to generate criticism and calls for accountability. 
As we look to the future, I call on the Security Council to reaffirm without reservations that 
there is no alternative to the two-State solution.  The status quo entrenches a one-State 
reality of perpetual occupation and conflict.  We must not give up on the right of Palestine 
to exist, just as we must protect the right of Israel to exist in peace and security with its 
neighbours. … 
Ultimately, it is up to the Israelis and Palestinians to make peace — we cannot do it for 
them.  They must rebuild trust in each other, as the only way to address the fears and 
suspicions that have led to the deep polarization we see today.  At the same time, we all 
can and must contribute to building trust, so sorely needed in the Middle East and the 
world today.  This work must begin now, before it is too late. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm18372.doc.htm  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human rights defenders under growing legal pressure in the OPT – UN rights 
experts 
Human rights activists working in the Occupied Palestinian Territory face daily violations 
of some of the most fundamental protections afforded by international human rights and 
humanitarian laws, two United Nations independent experts said today.  
“We have received a worrying number of complaints in recent months regarding human 
rights defenders who are arrested and, in many cases, arbitrarily detained, often 
apparently as a direct result of their important work in their communities,” said the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the OPT, Michael Lynk, and the UN Special Rapporteur on 
human rights defenders, Michel Forst. 
“Human rights work is critical to creating a just society and maintaining peace and 
security. These are the goals all parties ultimately share,” the experts stressed. 
“However, it appears that rights defenders are facing ever greater challenges in the 
OPT.” 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm18372.doc.htm
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The Special Rapporteurs drew special attention to the cases against Issa Amro, founder 
of the Hebron-based group Youth Against Settlements, and Farid al-Atrash, a lawyer 
from Hebron, who were arrested due to their participation in a peaceful protest in 
February of this year. Mr. Amro is currently facing trial in an Israeli military court on 18 
charges dating back to 2010, including participation in a rally without a permit. 
“This relatively unusual practice of bringing up stale charges, which were not pursued 
many years ago, strongly suggests that Mr. Amro is being unfairly targeted due to his 
legitimate and peaceful human rights work,” … 
The two Special Rapporteurs emphasized that charges of participation in a rally without a 
permit are nearly impossible to avoid for Palestinians in the West Bank who peacefully 
protest and oppose the almost 50 year-old occupation. 
They noted that Israeli Military Order 101 (issued in 1967) effectively prohibits free 
association and assembly, in clear violation of the basic tenets of international human 
rights law. … 
“We are also troubled by reports of harassment and threats made against groups seeking 
to promote accountability and engage with the International Criminal Court,” the UN 
experts said. 
“We call on the Israeli authorities to ensure fair trial guarantees for human rights 
defenders and respect their unfettered exercise of fundamental freedoms of expression, 
peaceful assembly and association,”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21041&LangID=E  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  
 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  
 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html  
 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21041&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation
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Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Welsh Assembly Inquiry into Lobbying (closing date 31 January 2017) 
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes  
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation: increasing numbers of successful 
donations (Scotland) (closing date 14 March 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00511160.pdf 
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