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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions: Racial hatred 
Lucy Frazer: In October, hundreds of people from across Europe attended a neo-Nazi 
rally in Haddenham, a small village in my rural constituency. What steps is the Prime 
Minister taking to tackle racial hatred? 

The Prime Minister: First of all, can we once again, from this House, send a very 
clear message that there is no place for racial hatred in our society? This is so 
important. The Home Office has done a lot of work on racial hatred and hate 
crime. It has published a hate crime action plan, which shows what we are going 
to be doing during the lifetime of this Government. Of course, earlier this week, 
my right hon. Friend the Home Secretary proscribed the right-wing organisation 
National Action, which means that being a member of, or inviting support for, that 
organisation will be a criminal offence. It is important that we take every step we 
can to stop racial hatred in this country, and I was pleased to announce on 
Monday that Britain will be the first country in Europe to adopt the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s definition of anti-Semitism. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-14/debates/7053F896-FC84-4084-
8AAA-CAC26A51EEBB/Engagements#contribution-284FCCA3-8D44-487D-8AD5-
9A13FD294DC8 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

School Standards and Framework Act 1998 
Graham Allen [56128] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission report, Religion or belief - is the law working, 
published in December 2016, if she will obtain independent legal advice to establish 
whether sections 60 (4) and (5) of the School Standards Framework Act (SSFA) comply 
with the EU Employment Equality Directive Article 4 (2) and whether exceptions allowed 
under the SSFA are legitimate and proportionate. 

Nick Gibb: The Department has already given this issue careful scrutiny and is 
confident that the provisions in the School Standards and Frameworks Act 1998 
are lawful and comply with the EU Employment Equality Directive Article 4 (2). 
This issue has also been considered by the European Commission, which agrees 
with the Department’s interpretation of the legislation. 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-14/debates/7053F896-FC84-4084-8AAA-CAC26A51EEBB/Engagements#contribution-284FCCA3-8D44-487D-8AD5-9A13FD294DC8
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-14/debates/7053F896-FC84-4084-8AAA-CAC26A51EEBB/Engagements#contribution-284FCCA3-8D44-487D-8AD5-9A13FD294DC8
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Employment, equality and human rights  law applies to the  employment  practices 
of all schools, and they must act reasonably and proportionately. We have not 
been made aware of any firm evidence that schools are acting outside of this 
framework and have not been alerted to any alleged faith-discrimination cases 
from members of the school workforce. 
It is important that faith schools are able to maintain their particular religious ethos 
and deliver the form of education which they have historically provided and which 
parents value. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56128/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/religion-or-belief-report-
december-2016.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tommy Sheppard (811) FIFA recognition of football teams in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories – That this House notes with considerable concern that six 
football teams based in illegal Israeli settlements are playing in the Israeli football league, 
in the 3rd, 4th and 5th tiers, organised by the Israel Football Association (IFA), a member 
of FIFA; further notes that UN resolutions and international law are clear that those 
settlements, built in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, are not part of Israel and are 
illegal under international law; is concerned that football is being used to legitimise the 
illegal occupation and the illegal settlement project; calls on FIFA to resolve this situation 
and prohibit teams based in illegally occupied territory from playing in the Israeli football 
league, which is accountable to FIFA; and calls on FIFA to stop business activity that 
supports those settlements. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/811  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56128/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56128/
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/religion-or-belief-report-december-2016.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/religion-or-belief-report-december-2016.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/811
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
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** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-12-14/debates/A2062422-E865-4C45-9F4C-
23413E361D61/WalesBill  
and 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-12-14/debates/4F1FFCDE-845A-4434-BDFD-
0201AE7F7069/WalesBill  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Welsh Assembly Inquiry into Lobbying (closing date 31 January 2017) 
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes  
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation: increasing numbers of successful 
donations (Scotland) (closing date 14 March 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00511160.pdf 

TOP 
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