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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Hate Crime 
Paul Flynn [56415] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to 
the Answer of 6 December 2016 to Question 55224, how many incidents of hate crime 
were recorded in 2014-15. 

Sarah Newton: The Home Office collect and publish statistics on the number of 
hate crimes recorded by the police on an annual basis. In 2014/15, the police 
recorded 52,465 hate crimes in England and Wales. The latest statistical bulletin 
can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2015-to-
2016  
This Government is committed to tackling hate crime. The UK has one of the 
strongest legislative frameworks in the world to tackle hate crime. We are working 
across Government with police, (including National Community Tensions Team), 
the Crown Prosecution Service and community partners to send out a clear 
message that hate crime will not be tolerated and we will vigorously pursue and 
prosecute those who commit these crimes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-06/56415/ 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-28/55224/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Islam: Tenet of Abrogation 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, as part of their 
strategy against Islamic terrorism, they will encourage United Kingdom Muslim leaders to 
re-examine the Muslim tenet of abrogation. 

Reply from the Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Williams of 
Trafford): My Lords, freedom of speech and religion are core values that make 
our  country  great.  Britain  is  home  to  diverse  communities,  which  are  free to  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2015-to-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2015-to-2016
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-06/56415/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-06/56415/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-28/55224/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-28/55224/
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practise their religion in accordance with the law. The Government’s strategy for 
tackling Islamist terrorism is firmly based on strengthening our partnership with 
communities, civil society groups and faith organisations across the United 
Kingdom. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: My Lords, I thank the noble Baroness for that reply, which 
was helpful as far as it went. I should explain that Islamic abrogation holds that the 
Koran’s later, violent verses, of which there are many, take precedence over the earlier, 
peaceful verses, and so it lends support to the jihadists. Have the Government noticed 
that we can say what we like about any other religion, but we get into all manner of 
trouble if we try to discuss Islam? If they have noticed, what can they do to encourage 
civilised national debate about Islam, in the hope that that will encourage our peaceful 
Muslim friends—who are, of course, in the vast majority—to do more to stand up to their 
violent co-religionists? 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, I have to say that I think 
that the first part of the noble Lord’s statement is factually incorrect. We work with 
communities to make them resilient and we certainly support the discussion of 
religion, as we are doing now, as we speak. This is a country that prides itself on 
freedom of speech—unless people are actually inciting others to intolerance or 
hatred—and that is something of which I am very proud. 

Lord Lamont of Lerwick: My Lords, is the Minister aware that a Muslim scholar, whom I 
consulted today, told me that there is no unanimity in the Islamic world about which 
verses of the Koran are abrogated by later verses? It is completely wrong of the noble 
Lord, Lord Pearson, to ascribe the views of some hard-line Wahhabis and Salafists as 
though they were the views of mainstream Sunni, Sufi and Shia Muslims. That is not the 
case, and all that the noble Lord does by repeating this—as he has done before—is to 
undermine the position of moderate Muslims in this country. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: I could not have put it better than 
my noble friend; that is absolutely right. The vast majority of Muslims in this 
country share our values and share most of the things that we would aspire to for 
our children and our communities. We should not make blanket statements about 
a very small minority. 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, whenever the question of religion is raised in this 
House, there seems to be an air of embarrassment, as if it were something private that 
should not be discussed. The reality is that it is very much the concern of us all. The 
suffering in Syria and the weekend outrages in Cairo and Istanbul show that a force, 
religion, which has a potential for good, is being used these days as a force for evil. Does 
the Minister agree with the findings of the Louise Casey report that the interfaith industry 
has done very little to combat this, and we need an actual discussion of the concerns that 
people feel, rather than being superficially nice to each other? 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, the noble Lord is 
absolutely right that religion should be a force for good. It is a particularly pertinent 
point at Christmas time to consider what religion is a force for. Christmas is a time 
for giving and doing good to your fellow man or woman. Dame Louise Casey 
produced an independent report which the Government will consider in due 
course and comment on in the new year. She addressed what the noble Lord is 
talking about—namely, that we should not be frightened of saying things. 

The Lord Bishop of St Albans: My Lords, does the Minister agree that the best way to 
tackle extremism in a religious setting is not for this Government, or any Government, to 
start identifying particular religious doctrines that they would like to see changed, but 
rather to concentrate on that building of partnerships? Would she agree with me in 
commending the approach taken by my colleague the most reverend Primate the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in building those sorts of relationships of trust and friendship, 
which are creating a platform on which these issues can be honestly faced and 
discussed as we try to find a way forward on them? 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford:  I completely  concur  with  the  right  
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reverend Prelate. I thought that he was going to talk about his noble friend the 
right reverend Prelate the Bishop of Birmingham, because he does similar work. It 
is in talking to people through the partnerships that we form that we can form a 
more cohesive society. I commend the work of the Church of England in this  

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, while associating myself with the comments of the 
right reverend Prelate, can I ask the Minister whether she thinks it appropriate for a 
Question to be put down on the Order Paper of this House which refers to “Islamic 
terrorism”? She quite rightly referred to “Islamist terrorism”. It is inappropriate to lump in 
2.5 million British Muslims in this country as somehow being associated with terrorism. 
Does she think that this Question being brought constantly to this House by a Member of 
this House is in fact helping those who want to see division in this society and who want 
to associate peace-loving Muslims in this country with terrorism? Will she answer that 
please, and will she also say … whether she thinks that is appropriate? 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: … This House prides itself on the 
wide range of Questions that can be tabled. We do not police too heavily whether 
those Questions are always necessarily accurate or reflect the situation. I cannot 
remember the noble Baroness’s second point. I will leave it there. 

Lord Watts: Is there not a real danger of highlighting parts of the Koran, when you could 
equally make the same points about the Bible? Is it not important that we do not take 
either of those texts as literal? 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, we have seen with all 
religions how people can interpret parts of them to their own ends. I was talking 
just this morning about my own Church and how some things in the past have 
been interpreted not for evil ends but wrongly. It happens with all texts. It is a 
question of how we as a civilised society deal with that in the round. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-12-12/debates/2053BE25-831C-4331-965B-
1BF6BA5AC311/IslamTenetOfAbrogation 
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Race and Faith Policy 
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Sajid Javid): 
Today, I am pleased to inform the House that the UK Government are the first European 
Union country to formally adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
working definition of anti-Semitism. The Government believe that the definition, although 
legally non-binding, is an important tool for criminal justice agencies, and other public 
bodies to understand how anti- Semitism manifests itself in the 21st century, as it gives 
examples of the kind of behaviours which depending on the circumstances could 
constitute anti-Semitism. It will be for public bodies and agencies to implement the 
definition and embed it within operational guidance as relevant. 
In addition, the Government have published its response to the Home Affairs Select 
Committee’s report on anti-Semitism, and provided a progress update to the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group against Anti-Semitism Inquiry into the rise in the number of anti-
Semitic incidents following the Gaza conflict in 2014. 
Our response to both reports demonstrates the significant progress we have made in 
combating anti-Semitism which has been acknowledged by the Home Affairs Select 
Committee and the All- Party Parliamentary Group against Anti-Semitism. Our approach 
has also been cited as best practice across Europe and the Americas. 
However, we cannot be complacent. Anti-Semitism continues to be a problem in this 
country and it is right that, as a Government, we are able to demonstrate the seriousness 
with which we take it, as we do for other forms of hate crime. Anti-Semitism must be 
understood for what it is—an attack on the identity of people who live, contribute and are 
valued in our society.  Our  relationship with the Jewish community has been  built on the  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-12-12/debates/2053BE25-831C-4331-965B-1BF6BA5AC311/IslamTenetOfAbrogation
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-12-12/debates/2053BE25-831C-4331-965B-1BF6BA5AC311/IslamTenetOfAbrogation
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solid work of the cross-Government working group on tackling anti-Semitism, which 
ensures that we are alive to any issues and concerns of the Jewish community and can 
respond quickly. 
The adoption of the definition and our positive response to both reports underlines how 
the Government have done much to establish Britain as a safer place for Jewish people. 
[HCWS345] 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-
12/debates/16121220000010/RaceAndFaithPolicy  
 
 

Downing Street 

Government leads the way in tackling anti-Semitism 
The government is taking fresh steps in the fight against hatred of Jews by formally 
adopting the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s (IHRA) working definition 
of anti-Semitism. 
… Prime Minister Theresa May explained how tackling anti-Semitism is an essential step 
in removing the barriers that hold people back. Adopting the international definition will 
ensure that culprits will not be able to get away with being anti-Semitic because the term 
is ill-defined, or because different organisations or bodies have different interpretations of 
it. 
Britain will be one of the first countries to adopt the definition, agreed by the IHRA, an 
intergovernmental body made up of 31 member countries, in May this year. It states: 
Anti-Semitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward 
Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of anti-Semitism are directed toward 
Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community 
institutions and religious facilities. … 
Prime Minister Theresa May said: “Israel guarantees the rights of people of all religions, 
races and sexualities, and it wants to enable everyone to flourish. … 
It is unacceptable that there is anti-Semitism in this country. It is even worse that 
incidents are reportedly on the rise. As a government we are making a real difference 
and adopting this measure is a ground-breaking step. 
It means there will be one definition of anti-Semitism – in essence, language or behaviour 
that displays hatred towards Jews because they are Jews – and anyone guilty of that will 
be called out on it.” 
Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said: “Anti-Semitism must be understood for what it is 
– an attack on the identity of people who live, contribute and are valued in our society. 
There can be no excuses for anti-Semitism or any other form of racism or prejudice.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-leads-the-way-in-tackling-anti-semitism  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

A progress update to the All-Party Parliamentary Group against Anti-Semitism Inquiry 
into the rise in the number of antiSemitic incidents following the Gaza conflict in 2014 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/576563/16
1212_APPG_-_Progress_Update.pdf  
 
Response to Home Affairs Committee inquiry into anti-Semitism 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/576792/C
M9386_-_Select_Comittee_Response_-_Antisemitism_in_UK.pdf  
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-03067 Jeremy Balfour: Congratulations to Edinburgh Jewish Dialogue – That 
the Parliament congratulates everyone at Edinburgh Jewish Dialogue on receiving a 
£5,000 grant from the Big Lottery Fund; notes that the organisation delivers cultural 
activities for Jewish people and the wider community; understands that the project aims 
to celebrate Jewish culture, and wishes everyone involved the best of luck. 
Supported by: Ross Thomson 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-03067 
 
 

Welsh Assembly Written Answer 

Non-stun slaughter 
Paul Davies: What steps is the Welsh Government taking to end non-stun slaughter in 
Wales? (WAQ71605) 

Lesley Griffiths: There are long-standing provisions in law which, subject to 
specific requirements, permits the slaughter of animals without stunning to meet 
Jewish and Muslim religious requirements. 
The non-stun slaughter of sheep, goat, bovine animal or bird in a slaughterhouse 
for human consumption is permitted under The Welfare of Animals at the Time of 
Killing (Wales) Regulations 2014. This legislation provides extensive animal 
welfare provisions. 

There is no direct link to this question and answer, but it is included at 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3336&assembly=5
&c=Written%20Question 
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Policing and Community Safety Partnerships 
Michaela Boyle [AQW 8342/16-21] To ask the Minister of Justice for her assessment on 
how well Policing and Community Safety Partnerships engage with people from ethnic 
minority communities to work out strategies to address issues of crime and build 
confidence in those communities. 

Whilst advice from the PSNI indicates there has not been a rise in reported levels 
of hate crime across most categories, I fully acknowledge that some communities 
feel more vulnerable at this time when they should be feeling welcome within our 
society. My Department and the Northern Ireland Policing Board provide funding 
to PCSPs to enable local initiatives to be developed to tackle crime, fear of crime 
and anti-social behaviour. 
In addition to PCSPs working alongside Council Good Relations officers to 
address hate, I am aware that PCSPs regularly engage with people from ethnic 
minority communities and are taking forward a number of projects to address 
issues of crime and build confidence. Some examples include: 
South Belfast District PCSP have commissioned the Migrant Centre NI to supply 
and deliver a hate crime and fear of hate crime programme; 
Mid and East Antrim PCSP has commissioned the services of (Mid and East 
Antrim) Inter Ethnic Forum, which includes an objective to encourage reporting of 
race hate crime and incidents; and 
Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon PCSP are rolling out a “Break the Silence” 
campaign to support Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) communities around issues  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-03067
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-03067
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3336&assembly=5&c=Written%20Question
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3336&assembly=5&c=Written%20Question
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/plenaryitem.aspx?category=written%20question&itemid=3336&assembly=5&c=Written%20Question
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such as vandalism, graffiti, drugs and street drinking. 
The effectiveness of these and other PCSP projects will be measured using an 
Outcomes Based Accountability (OBA) approach from 2017/18 to align with the 
Programme for Government and following a recommendation by the Criminal 
Justice Inspection Northern Ireland to develop indices to enable the assessment 
of the success of PCSPs. 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=284647  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answer 

World War II: Genocide 
Baroness Whitaker [HL3686] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the remarks 
by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 14 September (HL Deb, col 1457), whether they will 
provide more details regarding how the genocide of the Roma people will be 
commemorated in the Holocaust memorial. 

Lord Bourne of Abertstwyth: The Holocaust Memorial designs will remain true 
to the vision of the Prime Minister's Holocaust Commission by appropriately 
representing the Holocaust and all victim groups persecuted by the Nazis. In 
addition, there will be a full consultation around the design competition and we 
would encourage the Roma community to be part of this. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-29/HL3686/  
 

The remarks referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-09-
14/debates/16091430000415/HateCrime#contribution-16091430000033  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Courts Martial 
Paul Monaghan [56157] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what information the Government holds on whether any UK nationals sit as 
judges in Israeli military courts. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office does not hold any 
information on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56157/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Kerry McCarthy [56402] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, with reference to his Department's news story on plans to demolish a Bedouin 
village in Israel, published on 23 November 2016, whether he has raised concerns on 
behalf of the Government with the Israeli ambassador in addition to the concerns he has 
raised on behalf of the House; and what the outcome of such discussions have been. 

 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=284647
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-29/HL3686/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-29/HL3686/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-09-14/debates/16091430000415/HateCrime#contribution-16091430000033
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-09-14/debates/16091430000415/HateCrime#contribution-16091430000033
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56157/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56157/
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Tobias Ellwood: I raised concerns about plans to demolish the Bedouin village of 
Umm al-Hiran when I spoke to the Israeli Ambassador on 23 November. Although 
the demolition did not happen before the 30 November the threat remains. The 
UK continues to call on the Israeli authorities and Bedouin community to work 
together to find a solution that meets the needs and respects the rights of the 
people affected. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-06/56402/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Data collection lack of progress impedes antisemitism fight 
… This latest report, Antisemitism: Summary overview of data available in the European 
Union 2005–2015, reveals large gaps in data collection on antisemitism in EU Member 
States, as previous overviews also noted. In addition, each Member State collects 
different types of data, preventing any meaningful comparison of the data collected.  
Nevertheless, where comprehensive data exist, they show that antisemitism remains a 
serious concern which demands decisive and targeted policy responses. This would not 
only better protect Jewish communities against antisemitism, but would also send a clear 
signal that across the EU the fundamental rights of all people are protected and 
safeguarded.  
Continued and sustained efforts at the national, European and international levels, as 
well as at the level of civil society, are needed to improve data collection on hate crime, 
including antisemitism. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/data-collection-lack-progress-impedes-antisemitism-fight  
 
Antisemitism - Overview of data available in the European Union 2005-2015 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2016-antisemitism-update-2005-
2015_en.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  
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Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Welsh Assembly Inquiry into Lobbying (closing date 31 January 2017) 
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes  
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation: increasing numbers of successful 
donations (Scotland) (closing date 14 March 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00511160.pdf 

TOP 
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