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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jim Shannon (770) Signs of Christianity in te workplace – That this House notes the 
report by the Equality and Human Rights Commission which highlights the overzealous 
approach of some employers to ensuring there is no sign of Christianity in work places, 
including the discrete wearing of crosses; expresses concern that this approach is 
tantamount to the persecution of Christians which is intolerable; and underlines the fact 
that in a Christian country employees must not fear losing their job due to wearing a 
symbol of their faith. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/770  
 
 

Crown Prosecution Service 

Man who posted articles to MP 'littered with hate' convicted 
A man who posted highly offensive and anti-Semitic articles relating to Luciana Berger 
MP in an online hate campaign has been convicted today (07 December). 
The jury at the Old Bailey found Joshua Bonehill-Paine, 24, guilty of one count of racially 
aggravated harassment. 
Bonehill-Paine, from Yeovil, Somerset, began posting the articles on two websites in 
2014 following the conviction of another man who had posted similarly hateful content 
about Ms Berger. The new articles were described in court as 'littered with hate'. He will 
be sentenced at a later date and the CPS will, in addition, apply for a Criminal Behaviour 
Order to restrict his access to devices with internet access. 
Sarah Jennings, Special Casework lawyer from CPS London, said: "The highly offensive, 
hateful and racist articles written by Bonehill-Paine in his online campaign against Ms 
Berger are indefensible. 
"He claimed that the posts were appropriate within the bounds of free speech and 
freedom of political expression. However, the whole point of his posts was to aim anti-
Semitic hostility towards Luciana Berger. 
"Everyone has the right not to be harassed or subjected to racist abuse, no matter what 
position they hold in public life." 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/man_who_posted_articles_to_mp__littered_wit
h_hate__convicted/  

TOP 
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
In the absence of the Prime Minister, answered by the Leader of the House, David Lidington 

Q3. Bob Blackman In 1943, a 16-year-old girl was forcibly taken to Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
where she witnessed the horrors of the death camps. On liberation, she came to this 
country with her mother. She raised a family and became a nurse. She dedicated her life 
to making sure the people of this country and beyond know the horrors of the holocaust. 
Last week, that lady turned 90. Kitty Hart-Moxon is with us today at Prime Minister’s 
Question Time. [Applause.] Will my right hon. Friend join me, and I think the whole 
House, in wishing Kitty a very happy belated birthday, and thank her for her lifetime of 
dedication to raising this important issue? Will he also pay tribute to the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, which does everything possible to ensure we all remember and bear 
witness to the horrors of the worst part of the 20th century? [907702] 

David Lidington: First, I am grateful to my hon. Friend for raising this important 
issue. I would like to join him in marking the achievements of Kitty Hart-Moxon 
and the Holocaust Educational Trust. I can never forget the impact of discovering, 
as a schoolboy, that two of the boys in my class had fathers who survived 
Auschwitz. It is only a couple of generations ago that Europe was plunged into 
this unspeakable horror. It is important that not just the Holocaust Educational 
Trust but all of us play our part in ensuring that the memory of the holocaust lives 
on, and that the wider lessons of that dark period in our history are learned. I 
would be grateful for the support of all Members, right across the House from all 
political parties, in working together to ensure that that vital work continues. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-07/debates/5F04768D-78CD-40DD-
9F92-C1259426F8BE/Engagements#contribution-EE3716DD-1369-4BD5-B3DC-
DB828DBBFB1C  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Michael Tomlinson [55458] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent reports he has received on renewed construction by Hamas of cross-
border tunnels into Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are aware of reports of Hamas rebuilding tunnels and we 
remain deeply concerned by Hamas' attempts to rearm and rebuild infrastructure, 
including the tunnel network in Gaza. Any Hamas rearmament undermines efforts 
to improve the situation in Gaza and harms prospects for peace and stability in the 
Middle East. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55458/  
 

Golan Heights 
Richard Burden [55462] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterparts on demolitions, 
settlement expansion and land appropriation in the Occupied Syrian Golan. 

Tobias Ellwood: Whilst we have not raised these specific issues with respect to the  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-07/debates/5F04768D-78CD-40DD-9F92-C1259426F8BE/Engagements#contribution-EE3716DD-1369-4BD5-B3DC-DB828DBBFB1C
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-07/debates/5F04768D-78CD-40DD-9F92-C1259426F8BE/Engagements#contribution-EE3716DD-1369-4BD5-B3DC-DB828DBBFB1C
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-07/debates/5F04768D-78CD-40DD-9F92-C1259426F8BE/Engagements#contribution-EE3716DD-1369-4BD5-B3DC-DB828DBBFB1C
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55458/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55458/
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Golan Heights, we regard this to be Occupied Territory and we continue to call on 
Israel, as the Occupying Power, to uphold its obligations under international law. 
This includes abiding by UN Security Council Resolution 497 (1981). We have been 
clear that Israel must comply with its obligations under international law, including 
the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55462/  
 

Golan Heights 
Richard Burden [55463] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent assessment his Department has made of the effect of the conflict in 
Syria on the Occupied Syrian Golan. 

Tobias Ellwood: The British Government regards the Golan Heights as Occupied 
Territory. A unilateral decision by Israel to keep the Golan Heights would breach 
UNSC 497 and international law. The future of these territories should be decided 
through negotiations between the respective parties. However, the current situation 
in Syria makes it difficult to pursue those efforts at this time. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55463/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Paula Sherriff [55952] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, which 
projects her Department is currently supporting in Palestine. 
Rory Stewart: Details of our live programmes in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(OPTs) can be found on DFID’s Development Tracker at https://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/. 
The UK is a long term supporter of Palestinian refugees through the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA); and is also committed to supporting the 
Palestinian Authority. The Secretary of State is currently conducting a full examination of 
DFID’s programme in the OPTs to ensure that UK taxpayers’ money is spent in the right 
places and in the right way. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/55952/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3594] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to 
support the calls from Palestinians and humanitarian organisations for the protection of 
Palestinian children walking to and from their school against attacks from settlers living in 
Hebron. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have repeatedly raised with the Israeli 
authorities our concerns about incidents of settler violence and intimidation, 
including the importance of bringing the extremist settlers responsible to justice and 
of the Israeli security forces providing appropriate protection to the Palestinian 
civilian population. An official from our Consulate General in Jerusalem regularly 
meets the British Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme volunteers to hear about 
their experiences of monitoring checkpoints and providing protective presence to 
children on their way to and from school. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3594/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3595]   To   ask  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  further  to  the  Written  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55462/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55462/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55463/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55463/
https://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/55952/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-02/55952/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3594/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3594/


 4 

 

Answer by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 21 November (HL 3109), what assessment 
they have made of the number of rocket attacks from Gaza against Israel in the last six 
months. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any assessment of the 
number of rockets fired into Israel from Gaza, according to the Israeli authorities, 
since the beginning of June 2016 a total of five rockets have been fired into Israel 
by Gazan militant groups. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3595/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3109/  
 

Palestinians: Elections 
Baroness Tonge [HL3596] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the Palestinian Authority concerning the case for municipal elections to be 
held in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Our Consulate General in Jerusalem has regularly 
discussed the local elections with senior Palestinian officials over the past months. 
Following the postponement of the elections, we have continued to urge all sides to 
make efforts to hold genuine and democratic local elections in the West Bank and 
Gaza in accordance with the law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3596/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Baroness Tonge [HL3597] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the proposed demolition of the village Umm 
Al Hiran. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 23 November the Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the 
Member for Bournemouth East (Mr. Ellwood), raised with the Israeli Ambassador 
the concerns expressed in the House of Commons about plans to demolish the 
Bedouin village of Umm al-Hiran in the Negev. Minister Ellwood also issued a public 
statement on this matter calling on the Israeli authorities and Bedouin community to 
work together to find a solution that meets the needs and respects the rights of the 
people affected. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3597/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-
bedouin-village-in-israel  

 
Israel: Bedouin 

Lord Judd [HL3462] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel about the imminent demolition of the Bedouin village of 
Umm al-Hiran. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 23 November the Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the 
Member for Bournemouth East (Mr. Ellwood), raised with the Israeli Ambassador 
the concerns expressed in the House of Commons about plans to demolish the 
Bedouin village of Umm al-Hiran in the Negev. Minister Ellwood also issued a public 
statement on 23 November, calling on the Israeli authorities and Bedouin  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3595/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3595/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3109/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3109/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3596/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3596/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3597/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3597/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-bedouin-village-in-israel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-bedouin-village-in-israel
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community to work together to find a solution that meets the needs and respects the 
rights of the people affected. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-23/HL3462/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-
bedouin-village-in-israel  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

S5M-02833.1 Jackson Carlaw: Palestinian and Israeli Firefighters Working Together 
– As an amendment to motion S5M-02833 in the name of Sandra White (Palestinian and 
Israeli Firefighters Working Together), leave out from “, while Israeli firefighters” to end and 
insert “a number of the fires were deliberately set by Palestinian extremists and that over 
20 suspects are currently in Israeli custody; condemns these acts and considers that they 
damage the efforts for peace and for a resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; is 
encouraged by the high levels of equipment possessed by the Palestinian fire service, and 
believes that all equipment requested and donated through official channels to the 
Palestinian fire fighters has been delivered to the Palestinian fire service." 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&Ref
erenceNumbers=S5M-02833.1 
 
The Motion to which the above is an amendment was included in PAB on 1 December, and 
can be read at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&Ref
erenceNumbers=S5M-02833  
 
S5M-02967 Jackson Carlaw: UN Group Recognises IDF Field Hospital as World’s 
Best – That the Parliament notes that the UN has recognised the Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF) field hospital with the first-ever Type 3 rating, the highest score that the World 
Health Organization (WHO) can give; understands that Type 3 recognition deals with the 
provision of inpatient referral surgical care; acknowledges that the IDF field hospital is run 
by Medical Corps doctors, soldiers and reservists; understands that it has provided 
immediate, high-quality medical care to thousands of patients in Nepal, Haiti, Philippines, 
the Syrian border and numerous other countries following both natural and man-made 
disasters; believes that 17 countries worldwide, including democratic Israel, are currently 
recognised by WHO as having qualified foreign medical teams that can be deployed to 
countries and provide help in medical disaster relief, and thanks the IDF for its 
overseas work in continuing to provide humanitarian medical care to those countries 
and their people shocked by the many natural and man-made disasters without which this 
assistance would have been exasperated. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&Ref
erenceNumbers=S5M-02967 
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on the “Regularisation Bill” in Israel 
The Israeli Knesset is in the process of adopting the so-called "Regularisation Bill" which 
could lead to legalisation of numerous illegal settlements and outposts, built on private 
Palestinian land in violation of Israeli and international law, by confiscating property rights 
of Palestinians for settler use.  
If it passes,  this would be the first law  adopted by the  Knesset on the status of land in the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-23/HL3462/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-23/HL3462/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-bedouin-village-in-israel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-bedouin-village-in-israel
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02833.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02833.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02833
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02833
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02967
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02967
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West Bank, an occupied territory not under its jurisdiction. Senior members of the Israeli 
government have called this a step towards annexation of the West Bank.  
Recalling that settlements are illegal under international law, constitute an obstacle to 
peace and threaten to make the two-state solution impossible, the European Union 
reiterates its strong opposition, in line with the position of the Middle East Quartet, to 
Israel's settlement policy and all actions taken in this context. 
https://eeas.europa.eu/node/16735_en  
 
 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Zeid urges Israel to reconsider bill to legalise outposts that “clearly and 
unequivocally violate international law”  
UN High Commissioner for Human rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein on Thursday expressed 
deep concern over unprecedented proposed legislation in Israel that, if adopted, would 
allow the retroactive “legalization” of so-called Israeli outposts constructed on privately 
owned Palestinian land in the occupied West Bank. The Bill was approved by the Knesset 
at the first of three readings on Wednesday. 
“In enabling the use of land privately-owned by Palestinians for Israeli settlements without 
the owners’ consent, this legislation would violate international law according to which 
Israel, as the occupying power, must respect the private property of Palestinians, 
regardless of whether or not compensation is provided,” the High Commissioner said.   “I 
strongly urge lawmakers to reconsider their support for this bill, which if enacted, would 
have far-reaching consequences and would seriously damage the reputation of Israel 
around the world.” … 
This would further add to the fragmentation of the Palestinian territory, and consequently 
would undermine any viable future Palestinian State on that territory. This would be the 
first time that the Knesset enacts a law with territorial implications for the West Bank, 
beyond East Jerusalem.  … 
“This openly-stated ambition should alarm all those interested in seeing respect for 
international law, and all those who wish for a lasting peace for all the inhabitants of Israel 
and Palestine,” the High Commissioner said. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21003&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Saudi Arabia: Religious Freedom 
Lord Alton of Liverpool [HL3556] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 
they have made of the content of school text books in Saudi Arabia, in the light of the 
extent of compliance by the Saudi authorities with their undertakings made in 2001 to 
remove from their school textbooks incitements to hate and kill Jews and Christians. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Since 2001, Saudi Arabian school textbooks have 
undergone a number of revisions and we are not aware of any recent examples of 
incitement in these books. The King and the religious establishment continue 
clearly and publicly to condemn Daesh, and to emphasise that it does not in any 
way represent the teachings of the Islamic faith. The Saudi Arabian Government 
has been at the forefront of international efforts to de 

 

https://eeas.europa.eu/node/16735_en
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21003&LangID=E
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3556/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3556/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3556/
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
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http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html
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Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Welsh Assembly Inquiry into Lobbying (closing date 31 January 2017) 
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes  
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation: increasing numbers of successful 
donations (Scotland) (closing date 14 March 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00511160.pdf 

TOP 
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