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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Freedom of Expression (Religious Satire) 
12. Charles Walker: What legal protections are in place to protect people’s freedom of 
expression with regard to religious satire. [907626] 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Amber Rudd): Freedom of 
speech and religion are core values that make our country great. They are, 
indeed, protected in law. What is or is not a joke, or what constitutes satire, is, I 
believe, in the eye or ear of the beholder and is not, perhaps, for Government to 
opine on. 

Charles Walker: Why did the Home Secretary and her Ministers not give voice to those 
principles during the manhunt and vilification of the gymnast Louis Smith? 

Amber Rudd: One of the first actions that I took when I came to office in July was 
to publish a hate crime action plan, to which I refer my hon. Friend. It enables 
anybody who is the victim of any sort of hate crime, which I think is what he is 
referring to, to have the confidence to report what is going on and to make sure 
that the police take action so that they do not feel singled out and abused. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-05/debates/98E6C89A-8CD9-46E5-
AA66-DB9CACD3C919/FreedomOfExpression(ReligiousSatire)  
 

The hate crime action plan referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Ac
tion_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Textbooks: Saudi Arabia 
Lord Alton of Liverpool [HL3557] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of 
reports by the BBC’s Panorama programme in 2010 that approximately 5,000 pupils in 
the UK are being taught the Saudi national curriculum, what action has been taken to 
ensure that school text books originating in Saudi Arabia which propagate hate speech 
and religious intolerance are not being used in schools, clubs and weekend schools in 
the UK. 

Lord Nash:  The Government is  committed to ensuring  that all children learn in a  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-05/debates/98E6C89A-8CD9-46E5-AA66-DB9CACD3C919/FreedomOfExpression(ReligiousSatire
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-05/debates/98E6C89A-8CD9-46E5-AA66-DB9CACD3C919/FreedomOfExpression(ReligiousSatire
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
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safe environment, protected from extremist or hateful views wherever they are 
receiving education. We are taking firm action where concerns arise, and have 
taken a number of steps to strengthen regulation in schools. Ofsted now inspects 
schools on the requirement to actively promote the fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and respect and tolerance of those 
with different faiths and beliefs, as well as on the breadth of the curriculum, which 
should prepare pupils for life in modern Britain. In addition, we have provided 
further resources to Ofsted to allow them to increase their investigative work into 
unregistered independent schools. Wherever such schools are found to be 
teaching hate or intolerance, we are taking action to close them and prosecute 
those operating them. 
Ofsted have not found any evidence of the text books referred to in the 
programme being used in schools that they have inspected. 
We have also taken steps to increase oversight of out-of-school settings, such as 
clubs and weekend schools. Prevent duty statutory guidance sets out the 
expectations on local authorities to take steps to understand the range of out-of-
school settings in their areas and to ensure that children attending such settings 
are safeguarded, including from the risk of being drawn into extremism and 
terrorism. We set out plans to introduce a new system of regulation for out-of-
school settings in our call for evidence which closed earlier this year. The 
proposed system would allow Ofsted to close such settings where there was 
evidence that they were engaging in extremist teaching or failing to adequately 
safeguard the children in their care. We received a large number of responses 
and will set out next steps in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3557/ 
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Opportunity and Integration 
The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Sajid Javid): Dame 
Louise Casey has today released her report on how to boost opportunity and integration 
in isolated communities. A copy of the report has been placed in the Library of the 
House, and it is also available through my Department’s website. 
Dame Louise was commissioned to carry out her review by the then Prime Minister in 
July 2015. The review conducted through a combination of written consultation, visits and 
engagement across the country with members of the public and statutory agencies, 
round tables with academics, faith leaders and analysis of research and data. I am most 
grateful to Dame Louise for the thoroughness of her review and the comprehensive 
report. 
This country has long been home to many different cultures and communities, but all of 
us have to be part of one British society. It is right that we celebrate the positive 
contribution that diverse groups make to British life, but we also need to recognise that 
more needs to be done to make sure nobody is excluded or left behind. To do that, we 
need to take a serious look at the evidence and must not shy away from the challenges 
we face. Dame Louise’s report is a crucial step in that process, and I will be studying her 
findings very closely. 
The report considers population change, patterns of residential and school segregation, 
social interactions between different groups in society, public attitudes and values, social 
and economic exclusion, equality impacts of cultural and religious practices, hate and 
extremism, past approaches and the role of leadership. It concludes with a series of 
recommendations to Government for promoting integration that could be implemented as 
a new programme across Government. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3557/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-28/HL3557/
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I will carefully consider the findings in this review, in consultation with my Government 
colleagues and faith and community leaders, and will bring forward proposals in due 
course. [HCWS319] 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-
05/debates/1612057000017/OpportunityAndIntegration  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

The Casey Review A review into opportunity and integration 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/574565/Th
e_Casey_Review.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Michael Tomlinson [55476] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps he is taking to encourage the resumption of direct 
peace talks between Israel and the Palestinians. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK Government believes a negotiated two-state solution is 
in the firm interests of both Israel and the Palestinians. We are working through 
international organisations, including the UN and EU, to encourage both sides to 
take steps that rebuild trust - crucial for negotiations to succeed. Arab states also 
have a key role in the peace process and we are discussing with them ways we 
can move the situation forward. And we are in contact with the French about their 
initiative, launched in January, aimed at securing progress in the situation. 
But whilst we are doing all we can, ultimately peace will only come through 
negotiations between the parties. It is critical that Israel and the Palestinians take 
advantage of any momentum gathered through international efforts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55476/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness tonge [HL3391] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the reported demolition of the Bab al-
Rahmeh cemetery in East Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities. We understand the demolition of the graves in question seem to have 
been outside the cemetery’s boundaries. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3391/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3393] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the use of rubber, and rubber-coated, 
bullets against civilians. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-05/debates/1612057000017/OpportunityAndIntegration
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-12-05/debates/1612057000017/OpportunityAndIntegration
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/574565/The_Casey_Review.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/574565/The_Casey_Review.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55476/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-29/55476/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3391/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3391/
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Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK has repeatedly made clear to Israel our 
longstanding concerns about the manner in which the Israel Defence Forces 
polices non-violent protests and the border areas, including use of lethal and non-
lethal ammunition. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3393/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Baroness Tonge [HL3394] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of reported 
statements made by an adviser to the US President-elect, what assessment they have 
made of future US policy regarding Israeli settlements and its impact on the peace 
process. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK Government is in regular contact with the 
US on a range of Middle East matters, including Israeli settlements and their 
impact on the Middle East Peace Process. We expect to continue this 
engagement with the incoming US administration. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3394/  
 
 

United Nations 

Amid Devastating Conflicts in Middle East, Officials Urge Stable Financing for 
Palestine Refugee Agency 
… Pierre Krähenbühl, Commissioner-General for the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, said that at a time of great uncertainty, 
devastating conflicts and violence, he was often asked why the world should care about 
Palestine refugees, who made up the largest refugee community in the world.   Although 
some thought that the issue was overshadowed by other crises in the Middle East, no 
one could be more fatigued than Palestine refugees, he said, emphasizing that in 
Lebanon, they lived in overcrowded camps and faced diverse forms of exclusion.  In the 
West Bank, the Bedouin community had been threatened with forcible transfer and the 
destruction of their traditional ways of life. 
Why human rights did not apply to Palestine refugees required urgent answering, he 
continued, stressing the need for a political solution.  The absence of political and 
personal horizons was creating conditions that did not reconcile with dignity and security 
of anyone in the region. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11865.doc.htm 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

UN Human Rights Council 
Margaret Ferrier [54915] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will take steps to ensure that religious persecution is on the agenda for the 
next session of the UN Human Rights Council. 

Alok Sharma: The promotion and protection of Freedom of Religion or Belief is a 
high priority for the UK. It was one of our pledges for re-election to the UN Human 
Rights  Council in  2017-2019,  and will  inform our approach to  Council  sessions  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3393/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3393/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3394/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3394/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11865.doc.htm
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and UN Special Procedures. At the 34th Session in March 2017, we will work with 
likeminded partners to maintain consensus on the adoption and implementation of 
both the EU's 'Freedom of Religion or Belief' resolution and the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation's 'Combating Religious Intolerance' resolution, both of which 
we expect to be tabled at that session. 
In addition, the new UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Dr 
Ahmed Shaheed, mandated by the UN Human Rights Council, will also present 
his first report. A dialogue with Member States will follow, giving the UK further 
opportunity to set out our support for his mandate and to draw attention to priority 
issues. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-25/54915/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Code of Conduct on countering illegal hate speech online: First results on implementation 
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/image/document/2016-50/factsheet-
code-conduct-8_40573.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  
 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  
 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-25/54915/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-25/54915/
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/image/document/2016-50/factsheet-code-conduct-8_40573.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/image/document/2016-50/factsheet-code-conduct-8_40573.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view
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Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
** Welsh Assembly Inquiry into Lobbying (closing date 31 January 2017) 
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes  
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
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