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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Occupied Territories: Demolition 
Alan Brown [55142] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Answer of 22 November 2016 to Question 53572, whether the UK made 
a financial contribution to the EU's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection Office (ECHO) 
in respect of the 180 structures funded by the ECHO and demolished by the Israeli 
government since 2009. 

James Wharton: The UK’s financing share of European Union (EU) expenditure 
varies year on year but has been approximately 15%. The UK has made no 
further bilateral contribution to the programme in question. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-28/55142/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-17/53572/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3237] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding reports by the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the demolition or confiscation of 18 structures, 
eight of which had been provided as humanitarian assistance, in six Palestinian 
communities in East Jerusalem and Area C, displacing people, including children, and 
affecting the livelihoods of others. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any representations to 
the Israeli authorities on this specific case, on 7 September during a meeting with 
Israeli Defence Minister Lieberman in London, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the Member for 
Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood) expressed our opposition to demolitions. Our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv also continues to raise our strong concerns about 
demolitions with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3237/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-28/55142/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-28/55142/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-17/53572/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-17/53572/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3237/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3237/


 2 

 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3238] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel regarding damage to structures and access 
restrictions to grazing areas resulting from military training exercises conducted by Israeli 
forces in the northern Jordan Valley. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made representations to the Israeli 
authorities on this specific issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3238/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3239] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning reports of the wounding of Palestinian 
students, with others suffering from tear gas inhalation, by Israeli forces inside Al Quds 
University in Abu Dis, East Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not made representations on this 
specific issue. We recognise the Israeli authorities' legitimate need to deploy 
security measures in some circumstances, but we have encouraged them to avoid 
excessive use of force and act in a way which minimises tensions. In instances 
where there have been accusations of excessive use of force, we have urged the 
Israeli authorities to conduct swift and transparent investigations. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3239/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3240] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel concerning the extension of Israel's wall which 
will block access to Palestinian lands in the Cremisan Valley. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have 
raised this issue repeatedly with the Israeli authorities. Officials from the British 
Consul General in Jerusalem have also met with local community leaders to 
emphasise our continuing support for the community and our opposition to the 
Separation Barrier in general. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3240/  
 

Ahmad Manasra 
Baroness Tonge [HL3241] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel concerning the 12-year prison sentence given to 
14-year-old Ahmad Manasra. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific case with the 
Israeli authorities. Whilst we condemn all acts of violence which target innocent 
civilians, we are deeply concerned about the treatment of Palestinian children 
detained in Israeli prisons. We continue to push for the implementation of 
previously agreed improvements and encourage further changes in practice. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3241/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3242] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
are making to the government of Israel following the Israeli military blockade of 
Palestinian communities south of Nablus District from 4 to 11 September. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities. However, whilst we recognise the legitimate need of Israel to 
deploy security  measures  in certain  circumstances,  we  strongly  encourage the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3238/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3238/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3239/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3239/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3240/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3240/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3241/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3241/
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Israeli Government to avoid use of excessive force and act in a way which 
minimises tensions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3242/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
The Marquess of Lothian [HL3263] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel over the legislation currently 
before the Knesset which could retroactively legalise Israeli settlement building on private 
Palestinian land. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: On 16 November the Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the 
Member for Bournemouth East (Mr Ellwood) issued a statement expressing our 
deep concerns over this bill.The UK's position on Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories is clear: they are illegal under international law, 
present an obstacle to peace and take us further away from a two state solution. 
In November, Minister Ellwood issued two statements about Israeli settlement 
announcements, expressing deep concerns about the development of new Israeli 
settlement units in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Israel’s systematic 
policy of settlement expansion is undermining the chances of achieving a two 
state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3263/  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton [HL3383] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer 
by Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 15 November (HL2871), whether they will raise the 
issue of access to Gaza for UN and other international non-governmental organisation 
personnel at more senior levels with both Israel and Egypt. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we do not intend to raise the specific issue 
of access for United Nations and Non-Governmental Organisation personnel, we 
continue to call on the governments of Israel and Egypt to show maximum 
flexibility in opening the crossings into Gaza to help facilitate travel in and out of 
Gaza. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv most recently raised the issue of 
movement and access with the Israeli Head of Coordination of Government 
Activities in the Territories Civil Division on 7 September. We remain concerned 
that the Rafah crossing with Egypt has been mostly closed since October 2014. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3383/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-01/HL2871/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Paul Monaghan (761) Application of martial law in the West Bank – That this House 
notes that martial law has now been in place in the West Bank for almost 50 years and 
that the human rights organisation Military Court Watch has lodged submissions with the 
UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention relating to the continuing practice of detention 
and transfer for Palestinian adults and children from the West Bank to prisons located 
inside Israel in violation of both the Fourth Geneva Convention and the Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court; recognises that this practice is classified under 
international law as a war  crime; further notes that  between 7,000 to 8,000  Palestinians  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3242/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3242/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3263/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3263/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3383/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-21/HL3383/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-01/HL2871/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-01/HL2871/
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are subject to transfer each year, including children; and calls on the Government to 
make representations to the UN to contest this practice and to ensure that relevant 
international standards and relevant international legal instruments accepted by both 
Israel and Palestine as signatories to the Fourth Geneva Convention are fully and 
timeously addressed. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/761  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Common sense approach needed for religion and belief at work 
… A review of religion and belief law, published today, finds the legislation is generally 
effective but a lack of understanding of the law has led to misinterpretation and 
confusion. 
David Isaac, Chair of the Equality and Human Rights Commission said: “Our review finds 
that the law works well. There are a lot of myths that have arisen due to 
misunderstanding of legal requirements. 
“Employers actions shouldn’t be governed by a fear of causing offence. …” 
The new guidance, also published today, will help managers to navigate their way 
through the issues and decide the appropriate steps they should take.  
Praising the guidance to employers, Marie van der Zyl, Vice-President of the Board of 
Deputies, said: “The Board of Deputies of British Jews commends the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission for producing this suite of materials which demonstrate how 
religion and belief requests can be accommodated, to the benefit of both employers and 
employees. The materials are comprehensive and thorough, and we hope they will 
support an atmosphere where diversity can be a real asset to the workplace.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/common-sense-approach-
needed-religion-and-belief-work  
 
Religion or belief: is the law working? 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/religion-or-belief-report-
december-2016.pdf  
 
Guidance: Religion or Belief 

Religion or belief: what is it and why is it important? 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/religion-or-belief-
what-it-and-why-it-important  
 
Religion or belief: a guide to the law 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/religion-or-belief-guide-to-
the-law.pdf  
 
Religion or belief: how do I handle employee requests? 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/religion-or-belief-
how-do-i-handle-employee-requests  
 
Religion or belief: frequently asked questions 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/religion-or-belief-
frequently-asked-questions  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/761
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https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/common-sense-approach-needed-religion-and-belief-work
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/religion-or-belief-report-december-2016.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/religion-or-belief-report-december-2016.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/religion-or-belief-what-it-and-why-it-important
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/religion-or-belief-what-it-and-why-it-important
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/religion-or-belief-guide-to-the-law.pdf
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https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/religion-or-belief-how-do-i-handle-employee-requests
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/religion-or-belief-how-do-i-handle-employee-requests
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/religion-or-belief-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/religion-or-belief-frequently-asked-questions
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Policy Exchange 

Unsettled Belonging: A survey of Britain’s Muslim communities 
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2016/12/PEXJ5037_Muslim_Communities_FINAL.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
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Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
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