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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Centenary of the Balfour Declaration 
col 93WH  Caroline Ansell: … On that November day back in 1917, a Conservative 
Foreign Secretary, Arthur James Balfour, gave the official approval of His Majesty’s 
Government to the Zionist movement’s aspiration for Jewish self-determination. That 
paved the way for the creation of the state of Israel in their historic homeland following 
centuries of exile and persecution around the world. This landmark letter, comprised of 
just three paragraphs, has been the subject of intense historical debate … 

 

Bob Stewart: The British Government of that day could well be accused of duplicity. Not 
only were they issuing the Balfour declaration, but they had guaranteed, one way or 
another, to the Sharif of Mecca and other Arab leaders, that the Arabs would be allowed 
to have a homeland, so they were either duplicitous or incompetent in 1917. … 

 

Caroline Ansell: … I am proud that our country supported the establishment of that 
national home, and I am also proud of the strength of the UK-Israeli relationship. Our 
partnership in trade, technology, medicine and academia, and our shared values, have 
flourished in the 68 years of Israel’s young life. … 

 

col 94WH  Andy Slaughter: … the first part of that equation has been dealt with, which 
is the establishment of a national home for the Jewish people in Palestine—not, 
obviously, the whole of Palestine … concentration for the next immediate period should 
be on the second part, the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities, 
which clearly has not been achieved … 

 

Mark Field: … Although I accept that there is still work to do to ensure that every aspect 
of the Balfour declaration is put in place, and we will hopefully play a part in that work in 
the decades to come, it is equally important to recognise that Israel has been a success 
story and its right to exist should be recognised globally. … 

 

Caroline Ansell: … The League of Nations, the precursor to the United Nations, formally 
recognised, and this is critical to what follows, “the historical connection of the Jewish 
people with Palestine” and “the grounds for reconstituting their national home in that 
country”. 
Through its use of the term “reconstituting”, the international community formally 
recognised the pre-existing ties of the Jewish people to their homeland, in which there 
had been a continuous Jewish presence for millennia. 
A hundred years on and Israel today is a multiracial, multi-ethnic democracy where 
Arabs,  Druze  and  other  minorities  are  guaranteed  equal rights under law. Israel’s 1.7  
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million-strong Arab minority—around 20% of the local population—participates fully in 
Israel’s political system, and there are currently 17 Israeli Arab members in the 120-seat 
Knesset. Israeli Arabs serve as university professors, senior police and army officers and 
heads of hospital departments, and an Arab judge sits in the country’s Supreme Court. 
Opponents of Zionism and the state of Israel have freedom of speech and are permitted 
to form political organisations within the country. In fact, Israel is the only country in the 
world whose Parliament has Members advocating the destruction of the state. … 

 

col 96WH  John Spellar: … Is not the key to a sustainable peace that those who are 
involved in negotiations commit themselves to full recognition of the state of Israel, 
securely positioned alongside a Palestinian state with international guarantees, and a 
rejection of the groups that campaign against the existence of Israel? … 

 

Julian Lewis: Would we not have a two-state solution today if the armies of five Arab 
states had not invaded the newly independent declared state of Israel in 1948? … 

 

Caroline Ansell: … one in six generic prescription drugs issued by the NHS comes from 
an Israeli pharmaceutical company. Indeed, the Under-Secretary of State for Health … 
announced a few weeks ago that, without these supplies from Israel, “significant 
shortages of some medicines important for patient health” would be likely. … 
Israel has defied the challenges posed by an arid climate, a small population and 
security threats to make significant contributions to the advancement of the world. Israeli 
inventions have transformed the way we live our lives. … 

 

col 97WH  Andy Slaughter: … Next year is also the 50th anniversary of a brutal military 
occupation of someone else’s territory. Until that key point is resolved, we will not have 
two peoples living together in peace. …  

 

col 98WH  Caroline Ansell: … Instead of participating in face-to-face talks, the 
Palestinian Authority have chosen to pursue unilateral measures in the international 
arena, but unilateralism is the rejection of the peace process, not a means to revive it. … 

 

col 99WH  Ivan Lewis: … We are seeing a serious and concerning resurgence of anti-
Semitism globally, which more often than not is inextricably linked to a hostility towards 
the state of Israel. In many quarters, Zionism has become a toxic word that is equated, 
by some, with the oppression of the Palestinian people. In the recent past, there was a 
global campaign by Israel’s strongest critics to falsely equate Zionism with racism. … 
Although it is true … that some people inappropriately label any criticism of the Israeli 
state as anti-Semitism, it is also true that hostility towards Israel and Zionism too often 
consists of language and imagery that crosses a line and becomes anti-Semitism—or, to 
give it its true name, Jew hatred. … Too often, anti-Semitism is viewed as a second- 
class form of racism, and justified or legitimised by many who claim to be staunch anti-
racism campaigners, but who abhor Israel and attack Zionism. … 
col 100WH  No serious attempt to tackle contemporary anti-Semitism can duck the 
Zionism question. All too often, those who talk about tackling anti-Semitism do not want 
to recognise that fact. … 
col 101WH  To be clear, Zionists have no right to seek exemption for Israel from 
legitimate criticism of the actions of her Government or to brand those who engage in 
such criticism as anti-Semitic. Equally, some of Israel’s fiercest critics must not be 
allowed to get away with the delegitimisation of Israel through the rewriting of history, 
which seeks to deny the legal and moral basis of the Jewish people’s right to self-
determination in their own state. … 

 

col 102WH  Theresa Villiers: … Israel is a multi-ethnic, multi-faith democracy in which 
Arabs, Druze and other non-Jewish minorities are guaranteed equal rights under the law. 
… 
col 103WH  Will [Tom Brake] join me in condemning the meeting that his former party 
colleague Baroness Tonge hosted in the House of Lords, at which the discourse was 
anti-Semitic? Will he condemn that meeting and his former colleague? 

 

Tom Brake: Of course I condemn that meeting. The right hon. Lady rightly described her  
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as my former party colleague; I am pleased that she is no longer a party colleague. 
 

Bob Stewart: As I understand it, there was no anti-Semitism from the bench at that 
meeting. It was a question asked from the audience that Baroness Tonge did not even 
hear. That meeting has been grossly misconstrued, and that is wrong. 

 

col 104WH  Tom Brake: … The UK has a particular historical responsibility towards the 
Palestinian people. We failed to honour our promises nearly 100 years ago. We have a 
duty now to actively support the peace process and to secure a viable Palestinian state. 
… It will be the most effective and meaningful way of marking the Balfour declaration and 
would mean that in future years its anniversary could be celebrated by both the Jewish 
people and the Palestinian people. … 

 

col 105WH  Bob Blackman: … We should celebrate the Balfour declaration, but the one 
element that was not put in it was the borders of the state of Israel. Had those borders 
been determined at the time, when Britain was drawing lines on maps in many other 
parts of the world, possibly we would not still be trying to reach the two-state solution that 
we talk about today. It took three years for the Balfour declaration to be accepted 
worldwide, but accepted it was. Israel has since had to endure the second world war; the 
Holocaust; the 1948 war of independence, when it was attacked by Arab states that 
sought to wipe Israel off the face of the planet on its inception; a war in ’67, when it was 
invaded again; and a war in ’71, when it was invaded. Yet Israel continues to exist. …  
Anti-Semitism is on the rise; it is often conflated with a belief that the state of Israel 
should not exist at all or with attacks on the Government of the state of Israel. We have 
to confront anti-Semitism wherever it rears its ugly head. We must ensure it is 
understood that it is unacceptable to express such views and that it is unacceptable that 
anyone in this country should have to suffer anti-Semitism. … 
col 106WH  One issue that has not been mentioned, but should be, is the plight of the 
Jewish people throughout the middle east. Back in the 1950s, when Israel was in its 
infancy, there were 2.3 million Jewish people living in Arab states; today, there are fewer 
than 100,000. They all had to flee Arab states in fear of their lives. … 

 

col 107WH  Jim Shannon: … Israel is a nation that can do so much for the rest of the 
world. It should be allowed to carry out that work free from the prejudice and the cloud of 
distrust that so often surrounds it. I spoke on anti-Semitism in the House two years ago; it 
is unfortunate that it is still to be found, including in the so-called boycott of Israeli 
products. If people only knew what they would be doing without, they would think 
seriously about that. … 

 

col 108WH  Jonathan Djanogly: … Israel is a nation that can do so much for the rest of 
the world. It should be allowed to carry out that work free from the prejudice and the 
cloud of distrust that so often surrounds it. I spoke on anti-Semitism in the House two 
years ago; it is unfortunate that it is still to be found, including in the so-called boycott of 
Israeli products. If people only knew what they would be doing without, they would think 
seriously about that. … 

 

col 109WH  George Kerevan: … It is right that we should mark the 100th anniversary of 
the Balfour declaration, but I use the word “mark” very carefully, rather than “celebrate”. It 
is an important historical moment in time but it is—and this is my basic point—unfinished 
business. The declaration foresaw not only one homeland for the Jewish people but that 
the rights of other people and other growing nationalities in the region would be 
protected. Clearly, that has not happened. … 

 

col 112WH Alan Brown: Does the shadow Minister not think we should do more than 
just issue platitudes about the illegal settlements and the fact that outposts are now being 
legalised by the Israeli Government? Firm action needs to be taken. …  

 

col 114WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): … The Balfour declaration is part of our 
history that some celebrate and some condemn. It did not create the state of Israel, but it 
was a stepping stone along the way. … 
 



 4 

 

… like so much foreign policy, it was a product of its age. It was written in a world of 
competing imperial powers, in the midst of the first world war and in the twilight of the 
Ottoman empire. Many people believe that establishing a homeland for the Jewish 
people in the land to which they had such strong historical and religious ties was the right 
and moral thing to do. It is for historians to assess the declaration in that context, and it is 
for Ministers to deal with today. … 
The Balfour declaration had its flaws. It called for the protection of the “civil and religious 
rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine”. It should have protected their 
political rights, too, most especially their right to self-determination: a right that underpins 
the British commitment to a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We will 
mark the centenary of the Balfour declaration next year. Planning is still at an early stage, 
but I want to make it clear that we will neither celebrate nor apologise.  
We will not apologise, for the UK is a diverse country in which the historical show of 
support for the world’s Jewish community means a great deal to many people. We 
continue to support the principle of a Jewish homeland and the modern state of Israel, 
just as we support the critical objective of a Palestinian homeland. Nor will we celebrate 
the centenary as others have called on the British Government to do. The seriousness of 
the situation faced by millions still affected by the conflict is testament to the fact that the 
achievement of Jewish and Palestinian self-determination in the former British mandate 
of Palestine is a task as yet unfulfilled. … 
col 115WH  The ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a highly emotive issue, as has 
been expressed today. Israel has achieved statehood while the Palestinians have not. 
The UK Government are very clear that the occupation of the Palestinian territories is 
unacceptable and unsustainable. …  
Not everyone will be happy with the Government’s position on the anniversary of the 
Balfour declaration. I fully accept that. Some will want to celebrate the anniversary 
unreservedly and will see our position as insufficient. Some will condemn it. They will 
want us to make the apology and will consider marking the anniversary improper. … 
col 116WH  … we seem further away than ever from bringing the parties together. We 
are not seeing the leadership on the Palestinian side that would invoke the necessary 
measures of support to bring people to the table. On the Israeli side, it makes it much 
tougher to defend our friend and ally when we see the continuing building in the 
settlements. … 
 

Caroline Ansell: … Today we can all grieve and lament the lives that have been lost and 
the conflict that we have seen, but I hope too that we can all see what has come forward 
and positively affected the world in the creation of the state of Israel and the justice that 
has been served there. I hope we can all with one voice urge again the resumption of 
direct peace talks that stand steadfastly in the interests of the people of Israel and 
Palestine.  
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/E6F367C0-2BFD-427B-
8A02-2BBB2B1529B8/CentenaryOfTheBalfourDeclaration  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: International Development 
T2. Theresa Villiers: I welcome the work the Secretary of State is doing to ensure that 
UK aid to the Palestinian Authority does not directly fund payments to terrorist prisoners, 
but will she assure the House that she is doing everything possible to ensure that they do 
not indirectly fund such payments by freeing up resources that would otherwise be spent 
on day-to-day PA activities? [907189] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Rory 
Stewart): We have made it clear that our focus will be very much targeted on 
health, education and co-existence projects.  We ensure that any support going in  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/E6F367C0-2BFD-427B-8A02-2BBB2B1529B8/CentenaryOfTheBalfourDeclaration
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/E6F367C0-2BFD-427B-8A02-2BBB2B1529B8/CentenaryOfTheBalfourDeclaration
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is carefully vetted, with an independent auditor; is directed to what will provide 
value for money; and, above all, will benefit the Palestinian people. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/10511A96-01A1-430B-
82BC-E4D5D435194B/TopicalQuestions#contribution-049DF7FB-6478-42F8-B560-
1EBE2676ED5F  
 

Topical Questions: International Development 
T5. Tommy Sheppard: Further to an earlier question, will the Minister commit to fast-
track the review of aid for the families of Palestinian prisoners, in the knowledge that any 
reduction in that aid will bankrupt the Palestinian Authority, undermine politicians who are 
working for a peaceful solution and play into the hands of those, like Hamas, who want to 
pursue a course of violence? [907193] 

Rory Stewart: The Department remains entirely committed to the following 
principles. First, anything we do must encourage a two-state solution by ensuring 
that the Palestinian people are served with proper services. Secondly, we must 
make sure that the money goes in the right way to the right people. That is all 
about auditing, vetting and making sure that the real beneficiaries are there. Of 
course we will ensure that the review is done as efficiently as possible to serve 
the interests of the Palestinian people and the stability of the region. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/10511A96-01A1-430B-
82BC-E4D5D435194B/TopicalQuestions#contribution-3783C275-2891-4038-97B6-
91B07491E5E0  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge [HL3107] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the report of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development assistance to the Palestinian 
people Developments in the economy of the Occupied Palestinian Territory published in 
July 2015, what assessment they have made of the future habitability of the Gaza Strip. 

Lord Bates: The UK remains deeply concerned by the situation in Gaza and the 
report’s warning that Gaza could become uninhabitable by 2020. UK aid has 
supported economic development, provision of basic services, and enabled 
reconstruction through support to the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism. However, 
as the report makes clear, aid alone cannot solve the problems in Gaza. We 
welcome Israel’s decision last year to increase the water supply to Gaza, as well 
as other commitments which permit the construction of essential energy 
infrastructure. Improvements in energy and water provision are essential to 
improve the daily life of the people living in Gaza. The UK government frequently 
stresses with both parties the importance that these commitments are 
implemented quickly, and continues to press for a sustainable political solution for 
Gaza which will address Israel’s legitimate security concerns whilst opening up 
movement and access. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3107/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/tdb62d3_en.pdf 
 

Gaza: Sewers 
Baroness Tonge [HL3108] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the possibility of a cholera epidemic following the breakdown of the 
sewage system in Gaza. 

Lord Bates:  The  UK  is  concerned  by  the  electricity  shortage in Gaza and the  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/10511A96-01A1-430B-82BC-E4D5D435194B/TopicalQuestions#contribution-049DF7FB-6478-42F8-B560-1EBE2676ED5F
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/10511A96-01A1-430B-82BC-E4D5D435194B/TopicalQuestions#contribution-049DF7FB-6478-42F8-B560-1EBE2676ED5F
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/10511A96-01A1-430B-82BC-E4D5D435194B/TopicalQuestions#contribution-049DF7FB-6478-42F8-B560-1EBE2676ED5F
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/10511A96-01A1-430B-82BC-E4D5D435194B/TopicalQuestions#contribution-3783C275-2891-4038-97B6-91B07491E5E0
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/10511A96-01A1-430B-82BC-E4D5D435194B/TopicalQuestions#contribution-3783C275-2891-4038-97B6-91B07491E5E0
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-16/debates/10511A96-01A1-430B-82BC-E4D5D435194B/TopicalQuestions#contribution-3783C275-2891-4038-97B6-91B07491E5E0
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3107/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3107/
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/tdb62d3_en.pdf
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serious impact it is having on the sewage system. We are in close touch with 
humanitarian agencies such as UNICEF, who lead on water and sanitation, about 
the main health risks associated with sewage treatment in Gaza. We are also in 
regular dialogue with Israel, the Palestinian Authority and other development 
actors on energy issues. The UK has supported partners such as the UN Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), which provides health 
services and repairs water infrastructure in Gaza. We are also encouraged by the 
commitments Israel made at the UN General Assembly in New York this year, 
which permit the construction of essential energy infrastructure for Gaza. The UK 
government frequently stresses with both parties the importance that these 
commitments are implemented quickly. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3108/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Hate Crime Data 2015: Full Findings 
http://hatecrime.osce.org/what-hate-crime/racism-and-xenophobia  
 
Hate Crime Data 2015: Key Findings 
http://hatecrime.osce.org/sites/default/files/documents/Website/Infographics/2015-
hatecrimedata.pdf 
 

Full Findings for the United Kingdom 
http://hatecrime.osce.org/united-kingdom  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill (closing date no later than 17 November 2016  
but could be sooner) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-
property-armed-conflicts-bill/  
 
** closes tomorrow 
Transformation of power in the Middle East and implications for UK policy  
(closing date 18 November 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-
Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf  
 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales  

TOP 
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