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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Prevention and Eradication of Hate Crime and Prejudice 
15.09  The Cabinet Secretary for Communities, Social Security and Equalities 
(Angela Constance): I start by simply stating that there is never an excuse for hate 
crime and prejudice and that this Government is absolutely committed to tackling it, 
wherever it happens, whenever it happens and whoever it happens to. People who do 
not experience it might not always see it, but the reality is that an attack on one is an 
attack on all of us. … 
We know that there are people who experience what is sometimes described as “low-
level” persistent abuse and harassment, and that they experience it many times a day, in 
public—on transport, at school—at home or at work. … 
Such experiences are traumatic for individuals and deeply damaging to communities and 
community cohesion. Whole communities can end up isolating themselves from society 
and enjoying fewer opportunities to interact and engage with others. … 
We will launch a campaign next year to raise awareness of the impacts of hate crime and 
the support that is available in communities for those who experience hate crime or 
prejudice, or for those who fear it. … 

 

15.28  Pauline McNeill: … Incidents of Islamophobia have tripled—a majority of Scottish 
Muslim pupils have experienced it and are frequently called names such as “terrorist” 
and “the Taliban”. Sikh and Hindu pupils often suffer the same abuse … 

 

15.36  James Dornan: … Islamophobic hate crime is not the only religion-based 
problem in Scotland. I will not get into the age-old one that we have had for a long time, 
but there have been a number of anti-Semitic incidents across the country. Verbal 
attacks and neo-Nazi salutes are not acceptable in Scotland in 2016. No person—be 
they Muslim, Jewish, Christian or of any other religion—should live in fear of physical or 
verbal abuse because of their beliefs. … 

 

16.04  John Finnie: … There is a range of experiences, and, in that respect, I found the 
example given by Enable Scotland with regard to bullying very compelling. Enable 
quotes an individual as saying: “That day on the bus, nobody came to my aid. The whole 
bus was full but nobody helped me. After that day I closed myself off and didn’t leave 
home for a month.” … 
Hate crime is not simply associated with urban areas, of course. It is reprehensible 
regardless of where it takes place, but there are additional features if it takes place in a 
rural area. In particular, if an ethnic minority individual is the recipient of hate crime in a 
rural area, they are often isolated from the wider community and family support. … 
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16.23  Ash Denham: … A UN body has commented that British politicians helped to fuel 
a steep rise in racist hate crimes during and after the EU referendum campaign. The 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination said: “the Committee is deeply 
concerned that the referendum campaign was marked by divisive, anti-immigrant and 
xenophobic rhetoric, and that many politicians and prominent political figures not only 
failed to condemn such rhetoric, but also created and entrenched prejudices, thereby 
emboldening individuals to carry out acts of intimidation and hate towards ... minority 
communities and people who are visibly different.” 
Hate crime in England has gone up as a result. In the week before and after the vote on 
23 June, a year-on-year increase of around 42 per cent was recorded. … 
There seems to be no evidence that the increase in hate crime in England is being 
replicated in Scotland, but I sound a note of caution. As the independent advisory group 
on hate crime, prejudice and community cohesion said in its report, some victims simply 
do not want to report crimes to the police. … 
The independent advisory group reported: “many people who experience hatred and 
prejudice on a daily basis said that it would be impossible to report them all to the police. 
Many participants reported that people subject to repeated incidents of prejudice or hate 
crime internalised such behaviour as a ‘normal’ experience of everyday life and 
developed coping strategies to deal with these that do not include contact with Justice 
agencies or support services.” … 

 

16.50  The Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs (Annabelle Ewing): … 
Everyone has the right to be safe and to feel safe in their community. There is no excuse 
for any form of hate crime, which is never acceptable and will never be tolerated in this 
country. Scotland is a diverse multicultural society, and that diversity is a strength, not a 
problem. … 
Vigilance is required at all times, and this Government is committed to doing everything 
that it can to ensure that Scotland continues on the journey so that equality becomes a 
reality for everyone. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10611&i=97605#ScotP
arlOR  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

West Bank: Water Supply 
Baroness Tonge [HL2848] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of reports of restrictions imposed by Israel on the water supply for 
Palestinians in the West Bank. 

Lord Bates: The UK remains concerned by reports of Israeli restrictions on the 
water supply for Palestinians in the West Bank. UK officials are in regular dialogue 
with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the UN, World Bank, EU and other 
development actors on this issue. The UK continues to stress the urgent need for 
Israel to take immediate and practical measures to improve the current situation 
and ensure fair distribution of water in the West Bank and Gaza. The UK 
encourages both parties to find a swift resolution to this issue and to reconvene 
the Joint Water Committee to facilitate approval of projects that will improve 
Palestinian access to water. 
The Department for International Development is funding a UNICEF programme 
to lead on developing and updating the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) 
Water Sanitation and Hygiene Sector Contingency Plan at the national level.  This  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10611&i=97605#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10611&i=97605#ScotParlOR
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brings together the Palestinian Water Authority and other partners to monitor the 
water situation in the OPTs and ensure preparedness and effective response in 
case of an emergency. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-31/HL2848/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill (closing date no later than 17 November 2016  
but could be sooner) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-
property-armed-conflicts-bill/  
 
** closes in 8 days 
Transformation of power in the Middle East and implications for UK policy  
(closing date 18 November 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-
Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf  
 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
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Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
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