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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Grammar and Faith Schools 
col 1141  Keith Vaz: … It is important that if parents wish to send their children to faith 
schools, they are allowed to do so, but such schools should be vehicles for integrating 
communities; they should not be exclusive, but open. … 

 

col 1420  Sarah Wollaston: … 100% selection by faith risks driving communities into 
further segregation and does nothing to improve social cohesion … 

 

col 1421  Keith Vaz: … Faith schools can be a powerful force for integration as well as 
providing faith for those of a certain religion. … 

 

col 1431  The Second Church Estates Commissioner (Dame Caroline Spelman): … 
The composition of Church schools reflects the social geography of their area. Some 
Church schools, such as those in Bradford and Blackburn, are 95% Muslim. Conversely, 
schools in rural areas are inevitably more likely to be less diverse, mostly as a function of 
patterns of migration to and settlement in urban areas. … 
… parents of all faiths and none choose Church of England schools because of the broad 
and rounded education they provide. … 

 

col 1140  Mike Kane: … One of [Michael Gove’s] first acts as Education Secretary was 
to require all new schools of a religious character to be open to admitting 50% of pupils 
from outside their faith. The measure was aimed primarily at Muslim schools, but 
paradoxically it had almost no impact on them. … This measure did, however, prevent 
the expansion of other faith schools, which has led to real shortages and a lack of choice 
in many parts of the country. … 

 

col 1443  The Minister for School Standards (Nick Gibb): … Faith schools make up 
around a third of all mainstream schools in England. … Faith schools are more likely than 
non-faith schools to be rated as good or outstanding, with 89% of primary faith schools 
reaching those standards. The current rule, designed to promote inclusion by limiting the 
proportion of pupils that oversubscribed new faith free schools can admit on the basis of 
faith, has not worked to combat segregation. Worse, this burdensome regulation has 
become a barrier to some faith groups opening new schools. …  
We will … explore ways to use the school system to promote greater integration within 
our society, such as requiring new faith schools to establish twinning arrangements with 
other schools not of their faith. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-08/debates/9B933284-5148-4E50-
9BBC-81EA25BD12F3/GrammarAndFaithSchools  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-08/debates/9B933284-5148-4E50-9BBC-81EA25BD12F3/GrammarAndFaithSchools
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-08/debates/9B933284-5148-4E50-9BBC-81EA25BD12F3/GrammarAndFaithSchools
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House of Commons Written Answer 

Post-mortems 
Shabana Mahmood [50881] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what steps the Government has taken as a result of the conclusion made in the Hutton 
review of forensic pathology in England and Wales, submitted to the Minister for Crime 
Prevention in March 2015, that the coronial autopsy rate in England and Wales could be 
reduced by up to 40 per cent. 

Brandon Lewis: The responsibility for coronial autopsies resides with the Chief 
Coroner. The Home Office has raised this issue with the Chief Coroner’s Office for 
their consideration. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-28/50881/  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Hate crime must be eradicated 
A campaign to raise awareness of the effects of hate crime on individuals and 
communities will be launched next year, Equalities Secretary Angela Constance 
announced today. … 
Ms Constance said: “There is absolutely no place for bigotry and prejudice in Scotland. 
Hate crime is traumatic, isolating and damaging to communities. Wherever it happens, 
whenever it happens and whoever it happens to – it needs to be tackled and it needs to 
stop. … 
This campaign will show the devastating effects hate crime can have on individuals and 
communities, and where people can go for support when they need it most. 
But it will also celebrate the fullness of Scotland’s diversity – it is our firm belief that 
everyone in Scotland must be empowered to achieve their potential irrespective of race, 
faith, sexual orientation, gender identity or disability. These core values are why it’s so 
important that hate crime is dealt with and stamped out.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.gov.scot/news/hate-crime-must-be-eradicated  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Lessons from the past to help tackle antisemitism today 
Tens of thousands of Jewish businesses and over 200 synagogues were destroyed and 
hundreds of people murdered or driven to death on Kristallnacht, 9-10 November 1938. 
The antisemitic pogrom that these events were a part of sowed the seeds of the 
Holocaust. Its anniversary reminds us that complacency is not an option, as antisemitism 
continues to haunt Europe today. 
For example, the Agency’s 2013 survey report on Discrimination and hate crime against 
Jews in EU Member States revealed how 66% of respondents felt that antisemitism is a 
major problem in their country. Over a fifth of respondents had been physically attacked, 
verbally insulted and harassed in the 12 months prior to the survey. Antisemitism has 
also spilled online: 76% felt that online antisemitism had increased over the last five 
years. 
Concerted efforts are  required from the EU,  its Member States, educational practitioners  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-28/50881/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-28/50881/
http://news.gov.scot/news/hate-crime-must-be-eradicated
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and civil society organisations to combat the phenomenon. Fundamental rights promotion 
and wider educational efforts all play a pivotal role in this. 
Holocaust and human rights education can help teach those in the present about 
citizenship and remembrance by drawing on lessons from history. … 
It is not sufficient to remember and commemorate the past. The lessons from it must be 
applied now. Only then can we create a society for future generations grounded in 
mutual dignity, compassion and humanity, as opposed to hate.  
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/lessons-past-help-tackle-antisemitism-today  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East: Conflict, Stability and Security Fund 
Kevan Jones [51146] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what proportion of Conflict Stability and Security funding in Israel supports Israel-
Palestinian coexistence work. 

Tobias Ellwood: I refer the Hon. Member to my answer of 27 October 2016 (PQ 
49938). 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51146/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49938/  
 

Investment: Israel 
Craig Williams [51147] To ask the Secretary of State for Wales, what assessment he 
has made of potential new investment opportunities between Wales and Israel since the 
Israeli business delegation visit to Wales in 2015. 

Alun Cairns: Inward investment continues to thrive in Wales. 2015/16 was the 
second best year on record for inward investment, with 97 new projects in Wales. 
These inward investment projects were from companies based in 23 countries 
around the world. 
UK Government recognises the significant value to the Welsh economy from 
these investments - at least £660m - creating wider economic benefits, jobs and 
new business opportunities for Welsh companies through supply chains. 
Lordan UK Ltd’s £1million investment into Wales is an example of the new 
investment opportunities that have arisen since the Israeli business delegation 
visit to Wales in 2015, which has generated further job and business growth. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51147/ 
 

Trade Agreements: Israel 
Craig Williams [51148] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what steps 
he is taking to ensure that the UK secures a trade agreement with Israel for 
pharmaceutical products after the UK ceases to be party to the EU-Israel mutual 
recognition agreement on pharmaceutical certificates. 

Mark Garnier: The UK and Israel have a strong and important trading relationship 
and the pharmaceutical sector is strategically important for the United Kingdom. 
Whilst it would  be  wrong  to  set  out  unilateral  positions  at  this  stage,  we  are  
 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/lessons-past-help-tackle-antisemitism-today
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51146/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51146/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49938/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51147/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51147/
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committed to working towards a smooth transition for businesses to minimise 
disruption to exports and investment as we leave the EU. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51148/  
 

Foreign Investment in UK: Israel 
David Mackintosh [51251] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, how 
many jobs were created in the UK by Israeli companies in 2015; and what steps his 
Department is taking to encourage more Israeli companies to trade in the UK. 

Mark Garnier: UK Trade and Investment, now known as the Department for 
International Trade, was actively involved in assisting 29 Israeli companies to set 
up or expand their operations in the UK and create 560 new UK jobs in 2015. 
The UK is the number one destination for Israeli FDI in Europe and there are now 
more than 300 Israeli companies established in the UK. 
Israel is an important trading partner for the UK and we are committed to further 
strengthening our trade and investment relationship. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51251/  
 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
John Howell [51375] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what recent representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority on its 
commitments to the Quartet Principles. 

Tobias Ellwood: I have not specifically discussed the Quartet Principles as a 
whole with the Palestinian Authority (PA) recently. On the three issues in the 
principles: 
- On recognition of Israel: the Palestinian Liberation Organisation recognised 
Israel some years ago and successive PA governments have been bound by this. 
- On renunciation of violence: the Palestinian leadership renounced violence some 
time ago as a means of achieving their goals. We consider that the overall track 
record of President Abbas and the PA shows their genuine commitment to non-
violence and a negotiated two-state solution. We raise instances of incitement 
with both the PA and continue to urge the PA leadership to do all they can to 
reduce tensions with Israel. 
- On adherence to previous diplomatic agreements: we continue to discuss how 
progress can be made towards peace with both the Israeli and Palestinian 
leaderships. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51375/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [51476] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the contribution that monitoring settlement 
expansion in the West Bank makes to the prospects for (a) coexistence of Israelis and 
Palestinians and (b) the creation of a viable and independent Palestinian state alongside 
Israel. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Government has funded a number of projects to monitor 
and report on settlement expansion in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, and to 
protect vulnerable Palestinian communities from the effects of settlement 
expansion. Accurate data on settlement expansion is vital in tracking negative 
developments and enabling us to express our very strong concerns publicly to the 
Israeli government. The UK’s position on settlements is clear: they are illegal 
under international law, present an obstacle to peace and take us further away 
from a two-state solution. We will continue to raise our objections to settlements 
with the  Israeli  government.  The  increased  pace  of  settlement  advancement,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51148/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51148/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51251/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-31/51251/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51375/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51375/
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including moves to approve retroactively unauthorised settlement units and 
outposts, fundamentally calls into question Israel’s commitment to the two-state 
solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51476/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [51477] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what assessment she has made of the effectiveness of monitoring restrictions on access 
of goods and people into and out of (a) Gaza and (b) the West Bank for the (i) economic 
and social development of those territories and (ii) successful future coexistence 
between Israelis and Palestinians. 

Rory Stewart: A comprehensive lifting of restrictions as part of a political 
agreement is needed to support sustainable economic development in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). Meanwhile, we continue to monitor the 
movement of goods and people into and out of the OPTs, and call for an end to 
the movement and access restrictions that inhibit development in Gaza and the 
West Bank. 
In Gaza, DFID has supported the Materials Monitoring Unit (MMU) to effectively 
monitor the import, storage, supply and use of construction materials brought into 
Gaza through the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM). Since September 
2014, 1.6 million tonnes of construction material has entered Gaza through the 
GRM, allowing the completed or ongoing rebuilding of over 1000 fully destroyed 
homes and enabling the Gazan private sector to build public and private 
infrastructure. The UK also supports the Access Coordination Unit (ACU) to 
support humanitarian access into and out of the West Bank and Gaza, as well as 
producing data and reports that support advocacy for improved access and 
adherence to existing agreements. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51477/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden [51478] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what assessment he has made of the contribution that Israelis working alongside 
Palestinians make to promoting equality and respect for human rights for both peoples. 

Tobias Ellwood: The UK Government supports equality and human rights for all 
peoples and we therefore welcome any initiative that promotes these principles. 
Israelis and Palestinians working together can only help break down divisions in a 
region suffering from the longstanding tragedy of conflict. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51478/  
 

Palestinians: Human Rights 
Richard Burden [51715] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, how many meetings there have been in the last 12 months between human rights 
organisations operating in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and (a) the British 
Consulate-General in Jerusalem and (b) the British Embassy in Tel Aviv. 

Tobias Ellwood: We are unable to provide the specific information requested 
without incurring disproportionate cost. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-02/51715/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Bob Blackman [51552] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs,  what  recent   assessment  he  has  made   of  the  implications  of  the   ongoing  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51476/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51476/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51477/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51477/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51478/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-01/51478/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-02/51715/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-02/51715/
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glorification sanctioned by the Palestinian Authority of people who have killed Israelis for 
the viability of a lasting two-state solution. 

Tobias Ellwood: While we have not made any assessment on this specific issue, 
we regularly urge the Palestinian and Israeli leaderships to refrain from or prevent 
any actions that could threaten the viability of a two-state solution, including 
violence, incitement and settlement expansion. We continue to support the 
reinstatement of the Tripartite Committee on Incitement as the appropriate 
channel to deal with allegations of incitement from either side, and continue to 
press the Palestinian Authority (PA) regularly on the importance of their swift 
condemnation of violent attacks. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-02/51552/  
 

Palestinians: Medical Treatments 
Roger Godsiff [51606] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 28 October 2016 to Question 50165, if he will raise 
with the Israeli government the issue of access to essential medical treatment for people 
living in Palestinian territories. 

Tobias Ellwood: Access to essential medical treatment is an important issue, and 
our officials at the British Embassy in Tel Aviv will seek appropriate opportunities 
to raise this. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-02/51606/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-02400 James Dornan: Detention of 720 Palestinian Detainees Without Charges 
or Trial – That the Parliament understands with deep concern that there are 720 
Palestinian detainees being held under the Israeli administrative detention policy without 
any charge or trial; believes that eight of these detainees are on hunger strike; considers 
that this is a peaceful and non-violent form of protest and, indeed, the only available form 
of protest available to them; understands that the detainees are in desperate need of 
intervention from authorities as they are in a critical condition and lives are at risk; urges 
the Israeli authorities to uphold international law, and demands that the detainees are 
afforded the most basic of human rights of health care and a trial, so that if no charges 
are to be presented they should be released in accordance with the law. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-02400 
 
 

United Nations 

Draft Resolutions on Palestine Refugees, Israeli Practices in Occupied Arab Lands 
among 12 Approved as Fourth Committee Concludes Its Work 
… The Committee approved … “Work of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli 
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the 
Occupied Territories” (document A/C.4/71/L.11) … [expressing] grave concern about the 
critical situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory as a result of unlawful Israeli 
practices and measures. … 
The Committee … [also approved] “Operations of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East” (document A/C.4/71/L.9) … [calling] 
upon Israel, the occupying Power, to comply fully with the provisions of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War … 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-02/51552/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-02/51552/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-02/51606/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-02/51606/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02400
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02400
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… [and] “persons displaced as a result of the June 1967 and subsequent hostilities” 
(document A/C.4/71/L.8) … “Palestine refugees’ properties and their revenues” 
(document A/C.4/71/L.10), … “applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the other occupied Arab territories” 
(document A/C.4/71/L.12) …  
… the Assembly would demand that Israel accept the Convention’s de jure applicability in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and other Arab territories 
occupied since 1967, and that it comply scrupulously with its provisions. …  
[The Committee approved] “Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian Golan” (document A/C.4/70/L.13) … 
[to] condemn acts of violence, destruction, harassment, provocation and incitement by 
Israeli settlers in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and call for accountability for the 
illegal actions perpetrated in that regard … 
[and] “Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the Palestinian people in the 
Occupied  Palestinian  Territory,  including  East  Jerusalem”   (document  A/C.4/70/L.14) 
demanding] that Israel cease all practices and actions violating the human rights of the 
Palestinian people, including the killing and injury of civilians, arbitrary detention and 
imprisonment of civilians, forced displacement, and any obstruction of humanitarian 
assistance … 
[and] “the occupied Syrian Golan” (document A/C.4/71/L.15) … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaspd628.doc.htm  
 
The documents referred to above can be read at: 
 

A/C.4/71/L.11 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/47d4e277b48d9d3685256ddc00612265
/c3645ae0ceccb70485258061005c0ba0?OpenDocument  
 
A/C.4/71/L.9 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/C0B07E67C4C7A2B1852580640062E75F  
 
A/C.4/71/L.8 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/AB7C8E13594F45198525806400704D4A 
 
A/C.4/71/L.10 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/UNISPAL.NSF/47D4E277B48D9D3685256DDC00
612265/395839BD11C45D19852580640073FFCE 
 
A/C.4/71/L.12 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/47d4e277b48d9d3685256ddc00612265
/59df9b2223e0dbeb852580610070ee4f?OpenDocument  
 
A/C.4/70/L.13 
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/UNISPAL.NSF/47D4E277B48D9D3685256DDC00
612265/DCA75B2208D3835E8525806100574449 
 
A/C.4/70/L.14 
http://www.humanrightsvoices.org/assets/attachments/documents/11.8.2016.4th.co
m.res.israeli.practices.pdf 
 
A/C.4/71/L.15 
http://www.humanrightsvoices.org/assets/attachments/documents/11.8.2016.4th.co
m.res.occupied.syrian.golan.pdf  

 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaspd628.doc.htm
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/47d4e277b48d9d3685256ddc00612265/c3645ae0ceccb70485258061005c0ba0?OpenDocument
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/47d4e277b48d9d3685256ddc00612265/c3645ae0ceccb70485258061005c0ba0?OpenDocument
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/C0B07E67C4C7A2B1852580640062E75F
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/AB7C8E13594F45198525806400704D4A
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/UNISPAL.NSF/47D4E277B48D9D3685256DDC00612265/395839BD11C45D19852580640073FFCE
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/UNISPAL.NSF/47D4E277B48D9D3685256DDC00612265/395839BD11C45D19852580640073FFCE
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/47d4e277b48d9d3685256ddc00612265/59df9b2223e0dbeb852580610070ee4f?OpenDocument
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/47d4e277b48d9d3685256ddc00612265/59df9b2223e0dbeb852580610070ee4f?OpenDocument
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/UNISPAL.NSF/47D4E277B48D9D3685256DDC00612265/DCA75B2208D3835E8525806100574449
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/UNISPAL.NSF/47D4E277B48D9D3685256DDC00612265/DCA75B2208D3835E8525806100574449
http://www.humanrightsvoices.org/assets/attachments/documents/11.8.2016.4th.com.res.israeli.practices.pdf
http://www.humanrightsvoices.org/assets/attachments/documents/11.8.2016.4th.com.res.israeli.practices.pdf
http://www.humanrightsvoices.org/assets/attachments/documents/11.8.2016.4th.com.res.occupied.syrian.golan.pdf
http://www.humanrightsvoices.org/assets/attachments/documents/11.8.2016.4th.com.res.occupied.syrian.golan.pdf
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Second Committee Passes Resolution Demanding Israel Stop Exploiting Natural 
Resources in Occupied Territories 
The General Assembly would demand that Israel stop exploiting, damaging, depleting or 
endangering natural resources in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem and the occupied Syrian Golan, according to one of three draft resolutions 
approved by the Second Committee (Economic and Financial) today. 
Also by that text, on “Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the 
occupied Syrian Golan over their natural resources”, the Assembly would stress that the 
wall and settlements Israel is building in the Occupied Palestinian Territory are against 
international law and deprive Palestinians of natural resources. 
The Committee approved the text  (document A/C.2/71/L.35)  in a recorded vote of 155 in 
favour and 8 against, with 10 abstentions. 
By further terms, the Assembly would call on Israel to end all actions harming the 
environment, such as the dumping of waste materials, in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory and occupied Syrian Golan.  The Assembly would recognize the Palestinians’ 
right to claim restitution for damage, loss, depletion or endangerment of natural 
resources due to illegal measures taken by Israel and its settlers. 
Also by the text, the Assembly would call on Israel to stop destroying vital infrastructure, 
including water pipelines, sewage and electricity networks, and stop demolishing or 
confiscating Palestinian homes and civilian infrastructure, agricultural lands and water 
wells. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaef3464.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-
outcomes-review 
 
** closes in 8 days 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill (closing date no later than 17 November 2016  
but could be sooner) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-
property-armed-conflicts-bill/  
 
** closes in 9 days 
Transformation of power in the Middle East and implications for UK policy  
(closing date 18 November 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-
Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf  
 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
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