
 1 

 

14 October 2016 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Angus Robertson: The European Commission against Racism and Intolerance has 
found that there are “a number of areas of concern” regarding political discourse and 
hate speech in the UK, as well as violent racial and religious attacks. Police statistics 
show a sharp rise in Islamophobic, anti-Semitic and xenophobic assaults over the past 
year. Does the Prime Minister agree that all mainstream Governments and mainstream 
political parties should do everything they can to oppose xenophobia and racism? 

The Prime Minister: I have been very clear from this Dispatch Box on a number 
of occasions that there is absolutely no place in our society for racism or hate 
crime. It is right that the police investigate allegations of hate crime where they 
occur. I am pleased to say that as Home Secretary I was able to bring in 
arrangements that improved the recording of hate crime. We also improved the 
requirement on police specifically to record hate crime relating to faith, so that we 
can see when Islamophobia is taking place, as well as anti-Semitism and other 
types of hate crime. There is no place for such crime in our society. With one 
voice, from across this Chamber, we should make that absolutely clear, and give 
our police every support in dealing with it. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-10-
12/debates/16101265000023/Engagements#contribution-3E9EE96F-49C8-492C-84DB-
92FF0D11612A  
 
 

House of Commons Home Affairs Committee Antisemitism inquiry 

Evidence from Tim Farron MP, Leader of the Liberal Democrats, and the Rt Hon 
Eric Pickles MP, UK Special Envoy for post-Holocaust issues and former 
Conservative Party Chairman  
Q510 Tim Farron: … My sense is that antisemitism is a problem throughout society and 
throughout history. The evidence is that within this country over the last 12 months there 
has been an 11% rise in antisemitic attacks. I think that demonstrates a broader problem, 
and I think this will raise its head within every institution. I consider it to be my job not to 
be in any denial about any problems we have had in my party, either in the past or 
currently. Do I think we have a systemic problem throughout the party? I don’t think the 
evidence shows that.  But have individuals,  in the past,  behaved in a way  or said things  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-10-12/debates/16101265000023/Engagements#contribution-3E9EE96F-49C8-492C-84DB-92FF0D11612A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-10-12/debates/16101265000023/Engagements#contribution-3E9EE96F-49C8-492C-84DB-92FF0D11612A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-10-12/debates/16101265000023/Engagements#contribution-3E9EE96F-49C8-492C-84DB-92FF0D11612A
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that are not acceptable? I would surely say that is the case. …  
 

Q515  Tim Farron: … The incident in particular that led to [David Ward] having the Whip 
withdrawn from him in 2013 … was, as I say, the first time something like that had 
happened. He made apologies. He has also said other things since, which many people, 
me included, would consider to be offensive and provocative. The question always, when 
we are looking at matters of discipline, is to allow a disciplinary process to take place. 
Then a judgment is made as to whether someone has gone from a provocative and 
offensive remark into something racist and antisemitic and therefore utterly 
unacceptable. …  

 

Q517  Tim Loughton (Chair): … The following year, he made a suggestion that he 
would fire rockets at Israel if he lived in Gaza, for which he was not suspended … This 
year … he referred to the “rogue state of Israel” and he remains in receipt of the Lib-Dem 
Whip and a member, presumably, of your party. So do you agree, if you were him, that it 
is acceptable that you would fire rockets at Israel if you lived in Gaza? Do you think that 
Israel is a rogue state? 

 

Tim Farron: I think they are utterly provocative and offensive remarks 
 

Q518  Tim Farron: … we are now at the heart of the problem, which is the danger that 
when people are talking about Israel/Palestine they move from a potentially legitimate 
criticism of the Israeli Government and the actions of the Administration and morph into 
criticism or delegitimisation of the existence of the state of Israel and, still worse, 
attributing collective responsibility or denigrating, bringing into suspicion and using hate 
language towards Jewish people and communities everywhere. … 
… a judgment has to be made about whether they are antisemitic or racist comments, or 
just provocative and offensive. … 

 

Q523  Nusrat Ghani: … Would you agree with the definition of antisemitism: holding 
Jews collectively responsible for the actions of the state of Israel? 

 

Tim Farron: … Yes, I would consider that to be antisemitic. 
 

Q524       Nusrat Ghani: May I take you back to Baroness Tonge, who recently called on 
British Jewish people to stop the Israeli Government destroying the Middle East? 
The Campaign Against Antisemitism reported that individuals who complained about her 
speech were told by your party that her words were offensive but fell short of racism. … 

 

Tim Farron: Jenny Tonge has not carried the party’s Whip for many years. … 
 

Q529  Tim Farron: My job is not to be an apologist for what has happened in the past, 
and I have no desire to come here and be defensive about the remarks of either of those 
two individuals—I accept them as being unacceptable … 

 

Q535  Tim Farron: … I appointed someone who is now the vice-president of the Jewish 
Leadership Council to be my Middle East adviser and to do things like, for example, 
recently meet with the Israeli ambassador and, indeed, to reach out to the Jewish 
community in other ways. I am meeting with the Board of Deputies in a fortnight. …  

 

Q545  Mr Winnick: … Mention has been made of your Christian faith. Antisemitism has 
been around for centuries. As it has not come out of thin air, it could be argued that there 
was a direct line from the beginning to the Holocaust—the extermination, the killings and 
the other ways—of millions of people simply because of their racial origin. … 

 

Tim Farron: … I think that, over 2,000 years, many people who would have referred to 
themselves as or been deemed to be Christians have behaved in unspeakable ways 
towards the Jewish community. That is utterly contrary to Christian teaching. … 

 

Q553 Eric Pickles: … Why is it that the level of antisemitic activity increased in London 
and yet in Manchester we have seen it plunge? In a way, it is about good leadership and 
engagement. I think there are a number of people in Manchester, particularly in the 
churches, mosques and synagogues, who have gone out of their way over a number of 
years to engage and see people not through the spectrum of their religion. …  

 

Q559  Eric Pickles:  … Antisemitism is one of the oldest,  most nasty, most evil of all the  
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sins. It comes back. What I am suggesting is that the way to deal with it is zero tolerance. 
…  

 

Q5671  Eric Pickles: … I think it is a conflating between Israel and Jewish people that is 
a problem, because of the Holocaust. The old stereotype of Jews owning everything, 
how they look and how they dress, that is completely unacceptable, but a kind of new 
antisemitism has crept in through this back-door, through anti-Zionism. Things that 
people say about Israelis or Zionists if they said about Jews would be clearly seen as 
being antisemitic. … 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/hom
e-affairs-committee/antisemitism/oral/40875.html  
 
Committee to publish report on Antisemitism 
The Home Affairs Committee will publish its report ‘Antisemitism in the UK’ on Sunday 16 
October 2016. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/161013-antisemitism-report-flag/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Anne McLaughlin (534) Hate crime awareness week –  That this House welcomes the 
attention that Hate Crime Awareness Week gives to the impact of crimes that are 
motivated by prejudice of some kind, where the victim is targeted because they are a 
member of a particular social group or have a particular characteristic, which the 
perpetrator has negative views or beliefs, for example prejudice based on race, including 
nationality, ethnicity and skin colour, religion, sexual orientation, disability or transgender 
identity; notes the recent report by Independent Advisory Group on Hate Crime, 
Prejudice and Community Cohesion; regrets that hatred and prejudice continue to have 
very serious consequences for people and communities across society; recognises that 
hate crime is a threat to the basic values of an open democratic society; considers 
addressing prejudice and hate crime is therefore not only an issue for minorities or those 
who are targeted but must be a priority concern for the whole of society; applauds the 
work by Glasgow Community Safety and the Scottish Government in challenging 
prejudice and hate crime within the Scottish Strategy for Justice; further notes that hate 
crimes in Scotland fell in the aftermath of the referendum on membership of the EU 
despite a 14 per cent rise being recorded across the UK as a whole; and believes 
change will require political leadership, legal support and public policy and calls on all 
those in a position of influence including politicians and the media to exercise respect 
and sensitivity with regards to minority groups and to commit to actively discourage those 
who commit or ignore hate crimes. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/534  
 
 

Home Affairs Committee Hate crime and its violent consequences 
inquiry 

Written evidence: 
Muslim Council of Britain 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40384.pdf  
 
Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40610.pdf  
 

http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/oral/40875.html
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/antisemitism/oral/40875.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/161013-antisemitism-report-flag/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2015/161013-antisemitism-report-flag/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/534
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40384.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40384.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40610.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40610.pdf
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Centre for Hate Studies, University of Leicester 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40611.pdf  
 
Equalities and Human Rights Commission 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40613.pdf  
 
Kingston Race and Equalities Council 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40612.pdf  

 
 

Home Office 

Statistical News Release: Hate Crime, England and Wales, 2015/16 
… In 2015/16, there were 62,518 offences recorded by the police in which one or more 
hate crime strands were deemed to be a motivating factor. This was an increase of 19 
per cent compared with the 52,465 hate crimes recorded in 2014/15.  
The number of hate crime offences in 2015/16 for the five centrally monitored strands 
were as follows:  

 49,419 (79%) were race hate crimes;  

 7,194 (12%) were sexual orientation hate crimes;  

 4,400 (7%) were religion hate crimes;  

 3,629 (6%) were disability hate crimes; and  

 858 (1%) were transgender hate crimes. … 
There was an increase in the number of racially or religiously aggravated offences 
recorded in June 2016, followed by an even sharper increase in July 2016. The number 
of offences declined in August but remained at a level higher than prior to the 
referendum. The number of racially or religiously aggravated offences recorded by the 
police in July 2016 was 41% higher than in July 2015. …  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559065/hat
e-crime-1516-hosb1116snr.pdf  
 
Hate crime, England and Wales, 2015 to 2016 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559319/hat
e-crime-1516-hosb1116.pdf 
 
Hate crime, England and Wales, 2015 to 2016: data tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559889/hat
e-crime-1516-hosb1116-tables.ods  
 
Hate crime, England and Wales, 2015 to 2016: appendix tables 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559809/hat
e-crime-1516-hosb1116-appendix-tables.ods  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

Tackling Hate Crime—Progress and Challenges 
17.27  Carl Sargeant: … In 2014, we launched ‘Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A 
Framework for Action’, which sets out this Government’s commitment to change hostility 
and prejudice across all the protected characteristics. Our framework includes objectives  
 

http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40611.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40611.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40613.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40613.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40612.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/home-affairs-committee/hate-crime-and-its-violent-consequences/written/40612.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559065/hate-crime-1516-hosb1116snr.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559065/hate-crime-1516-hosb1116snr.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559319/hate-crime-1516-hosb1116.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559319/hate-crime-1516-hosb1116.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559889/hate-crime-1516-hosb1116-tables.ods
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559889/hate-crime-1516-hosb1116-tables.ods
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559809/hate-crime-1516-hosb1116-appendix-tables.ods
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/559809/hate-crime-1516-hosb1116-appendix-tables.ods
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on prevention, support and improving the multi-agency response. … 
We have seen a 20 per cent increase in hate crime reporting in 2015-16 and this can in 
large part be attributed to better awareness, confidence amongst victims and more 
accurate recording. However, we know that up to 50 per cent of victims are still not 
reporting, so there is much more to be done to assure victims that it is both important and 
worthwhile to report what they have suffered. … 
 It is clear that education plays a vital role in addressing hate. Children and young people 
need an inclusive learning environment that values diversity, builds tolerance and 
understanding. When incidents happen, schools need to be clear about their 
arrangements to challenge unacceptable words and behaviour, including racism, and 
support the children involved. … 

 

17.34  Mark Isherwood: … As North Wales Police state, a hate crime incident is any 
incident perceived by the victim as being motivated by prejudice or hate. Although the 
National Police Chiefs Council have stated that recorded hate crimes increased following 
the result of the EU referendum, this problem is not exclusive to the post-EU-referendum 
period. Hate crimes recorded by South Wales Police for the two weeks to the end of 
June decreased slightly, but increased slightly in the first week of July, compared to the 
same weeks in 2015. The number of recorded hate crimes in Wales rose by more than 
20 per cent during 2014-15, with almost 75 per cent classed as race hate crimes—a 19 
per cent increase on the previous year. But campaigners said then that much of the rise 
was due, as the Minister said, to better reporting and communities feeling more positive 
about coming forward to report incidents. … 

 

17.50  Julie Morgan: … The all-Wales hate crime research project collated the number 
of hate crimes that had been recorded in England and Wales in 2011-12, and the vast 
majority of those, 82 per cent, were race hate crimes, but only 45 per cent of those who 
were victims of hate crime felt that the police took the matter as seriously as they should 
have done … 
… there's also an issue about the way that police forces collect statistics about hate 
crime and that the ethnic status data are quite difficult to break down. … 

 

18.04  Neil Hamilton: … hate crime, in whatever form it exists is to be deplored and not 
to be tolerated and, indeed, to be punished, and punished severely. But, we must keep 
this in perspective. Britain, and Wales in particular, are tolerant countries. We are not 
bigots. The number of hate crimes recorded is actually very, very small. The figures to 
which the Cabinet Secretary referred in the 2014-15 report show a total of 2,259. That’s 
2,259 too many, but even if there is underreporting, as we all assume that there is, it’s 
still not a vast number for a year. … 
The figures that are recorded in the report to which the Cabinet Secretary referred come 
from the True Vision website. Not all of the reports are investigated by the police, 
because you can make reports anonymously and, therefore, it would be impossible to 
take them further. So, that reinforces the point that I started making at the beginning of 
my speech. It is also self-selecting, and I quote—because this is what justifies a hate 
crime in terms of the figures that are recorded: ‘Evidence of the hostility is not required 
for an incident or crime to be recorded as a hate crime or hate incident…. the perception 
of the victim, or any other person…is the defining factor….The victim does not have to 
justify or provide evidence of their belief, and police officers or staff should not directly 
challenge this perception.’  
So, the figures that we have have to be seen in the light of those self-selecting rules. I 
mean, 1 per cent of the figures cover bicycle thefts, for example. I don’t know what a 
racially motivated bicycle theft is, but that, I think, should inspire us to treat with caution 
treating the figures as if they are holy writ. …  

 

18.15  Carl Sargeant: … Let me remind [Neil Hamilton] of these statistics: 1,574 were 
race related; 319 related to sexuality; 240 to disability; 90 to religion; and 25 to 
transgender. These are the ‘small’ numbers that the Member refers to in regard to a 
small proportion of hate crime. Let me remind the Member also of the referendum,  which  
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he also dismisses as having had any impact on hate crime at all. In light of the recent 
rises in racism following the outcomes of the EU referendum it’s important that we 
continue to work together to tackle this intolerance. In the month following the EU 
referendum—the Member can’t contradict these; they are figures issued by the Home 
Office—there was a 72 per cent increase in referrals to the Welsh Government-funded 
national hate crime report and support centre in comparison to the referrals in 2015. … 
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3996&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#429788 
 

 

Northern Ireland Assembly Debate 

Racial Equality Strategy 
10.30  Mr Lynch: … Figures quoted in the recent Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD) report state that 14% of nine- to 10-year-olds and 8% of 12- to 
13-year-olds were bullied because of their colour. Those are the ones who came forward. 
Those are the ones who we know about. There are silent voices out there of those who 
keep quiet until it is too late. Minority ethnic students experience lower levels of 
belonging and higher levels of exclusion. Schools tend to lack the knowledge and 
awareness needed to deal with issues of ethnic minorities and how they find themselves 
in certain situations. …  
The rise in hate crime here is disturbing, and I appeal for political leaders to highlight the 
positive impact of inward migration. It is sad that people living in the North of Ireland 
today, particularly the foreign national population, have never felt more insecure about 
their vulnerability to crime. … 

 

immediately before 11.00   Mr McPhillips: … Since the last racial equality strategy 
expired, it has taken almost 10 years to produce another. This is mostly due to mounting 
pressures from the Equality Commission and other organisations, which have clearly 
identified gaps in provision here and have called on the Executive to drive forward and 
implement a racial equality strategy. Despite the publication of the new strategy and all 
its commitments — for example, in attempting to tackle bullying in schools, calling for a 
review of fair employment legislation and a promise to tackle racial crime — the only 
progress that has been made to date has been the appointment of a subgroup and racial 
equality champions. … 

 

11.00  Mr McGuigan: … in the past six months, over 500 race hate incidents took place 
in the North. That is between two and three race hate incidents a day. … 

 

11.15  Mr Humphrey: … The Belfast Jewish community continues to make an important 
and valued contribution to the life blood of Belfast. At sunset tonight, Jews across the 
globe will celebrate Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Across Europe, synagogues will 
have armed guards because of the risk of attack on those places of worship. In the past 
few years, deadly attacks on kosher shops in Paris, a synagogue in Copenhagen and a 
Jewish museum in Brussels have occurred. In the United Kingdom, Jewish schools have 
guards and bombproof windows.  
The Community Safety Trust, members of which I met some months ago, has produced 
the following statistics: in 2014, there were 1,179 anti-Semitic attacks in the United 
Kingdom; last year, there were 924 similar attacks. There have been anti-Semitic attacks 
on Jewish Members of Parliament Ruth Smeeth and Luciana Berger. Anti-Semitic racism 
is the oldest type of racism that exists. Sadly, it is not just on the European continent, and 
is not just on the mainland of our United Kingdom. The synagogue is in my constituency, 
and Members will be aware of Rabbi David Singer speaking very recently of the evil anti-
Semitic phone calls and emails that he, as the pastoral leader of the old and established 
Belfast Jewish community, has been receiving.  
The  graffiti recently daubed on the  synagogue and in  Belfast  city centre was absolutely  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3996&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#429788
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=3996&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#429788
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sickening and harked back to the 1930s and Nazi Germany. Sadly, these attacks 
followed the removal of the Chaim Herzog plaque from a building on Cliftonpark Avenue. 
The plaque was removed for its protection. There was an attack on a mural in 
Northumberland Street that praised an Ulsterman who worked with the Israeli defence 
forces. Also, in August of this year, in an awful and evil attack on the Jewish sector of 
Belfast City Cemetery, 13 headstones were damaged by a mob carrying bricks, rocks 
and hammers. Having spoken to the rabbi on two occasions, having met, along with the 
Belfast Lord Mayor, the Belfast Jewish Council in the City Hall, and visited the 
synagogue recently, I have to say that the Jewish community in this city is very fearful of 
attack.  
The debate that took place in the Guildhall, Londonderry last week was mentioned. 
Without question, parties who voted for that motion have to take responsibility for raising 
anti-Jewish tensions in Northern Ireland. I have spoken to members of the Jewish 
community who have told me that that is exactly the case. They are friends of mine, and I 
know it to be true. 

 

Mr Stalford: Does the Member agree that the disgusting attack in the City Cemetery was 
merely the culmination of a campaign directed against the Jewish community in Belfast 
that goes back a long way? We have not only kids from Israel working on the Dead Sea 
products stall in Castle Court being attacked but products being torn off supermarket 
shelves because they come from Israel. 

 

Mr Humphrey: The Member is quite right: people take part in so-called pro-Palestinian 
rallies, but they turn out to be anti-Israel rallies. I am not here to speak about the whats, 
wherefores and "whataboutery" of Israel; I am talking about the indigenous Jewish 
community in this city. … 
As I mentioned, tonight is Yom Kippur: the Day of Atonement. The evil people who took 
part in the attack in the City Cemetery, daubed graffiti on the synagogue and sent 
threatening emails to members of the Jewish community, including the rabbi, need to 
atone for their evil actions across not just Europe but this United Kingdom. We must 
stamp out anti-Semitism. I and my party will continue to stand firm in support of Belfast's 
small but growing Jewish community. They have provided so much to this city's cultural, 
political and, most importantly, commercial life, and they continue to do so. The Jewish 
community is valued in this city. I am greatly privileged to represent the Jewish 
community in North Belfast, where the synagogue is placed, and I regularly visit there. 
The attack is a sad reflection on the city. This city, nationally and internationally, was 
damaged reputationally by that vile and evil attack in the City Cemetery. … 

 

Mr Stalford: … We can take pride in the fact that the people of Belfast elected a Jew 
from Hamburg to be the Lord Mayor of their city at a time when Jews across Europe and, 
indeed, on this island were being subjected to pogroms and persecution.  
We can be proud of the fact that civil and religious liberty is afforded to all our citizens, 
whether they be Jew, Muslim or Christian. I believe very much in the words of Shimon 
Peres, who said that we are all Abraham's children, and those rights that I ask of others, I 
would give to them. … 

 

11.30  Mr F McCann: … [Mr Humphrey] rightfully mentioned the disgusting attacks on 
the Jewish plot in the city cemetery. However, he did not go on to mention that the local 
community rallied behind the Jewish community to show their abhorrence at those 
attacks. When we mention those attacks, we should also mention the actions taken by 
the local community.  
Secondly, when people come out onto the streets in support of Palestinians, it is not anti-
Jewish sentiment; it is against Israeli attacks on Gaza and the West Bank. That is what 
they are doing. … 

 

Mr Ross (Junior Minister, The Executive Office): … We can look at statistics in 
different ways, but, in one sense, an increased number of reported incidents shows that 
people from ethnic backgrounds are now more confident in coming forward when they 
have  been  the  victim of  such  racist attacks or abuse.  It also  shows that there is more  
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confidence in the police. However, irrespective of what is behind the statistics, it remains 
a source of shame and causes damage to our society's reputation and to our economy, 
and it must be challenged. … 
It is worrying that, particularly in Great Britain, there seems to be a rise in anti-Semitism 
in one of the main parties. He talked specifically about the harassment of the Jewish 
community in Northern Ireland. It is important that the House condemns all types of 
racism and intolerance, whether it is based on ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation or 
anything else. We should not tolerate it. … 

 

11.45  Mr Nesbitt: … We saw today the fault line, with one half quite rightly talking about 
the valuable contribution made by the Jewish community in Belfast over the years and 
the other half supporting attacks on the state of Israel. I know that we can conflate 
ethnicity with nationality, but there is the fault line. … 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/10/11&docID=2
75449#2361110  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Oral Answer 

Attacks: Faith-based Locations 
T5. Mr Lyons asked the Minister for Communities whether he agrees that attacks on 
churches, cultural centres, community halls and places of worship are completely wrong 
and will not be tolerated. (AQT 310/16-21) 

Mr Givan: The Member raises a very important point, and it is one that I intend to 
address on a more appropriate occasion with something more specific. I have 
been hugely concerned by the attacks that have taken place on a broad range of 
our faith-based organisations. The attacks that have taken place against Orange 
halls and against places of worship, be they Protestant churches or Catholic 
churches, and the desecration of the graveyards of the Jewish people in our 
community, should cause us huge alarm and be condemned. We need to 
recognise that such attacks are happening and then we need to address the 
situation and call out those people who engage in such behaviour for what they 
are: people who hate those who have different religious beliefs. That is something 
that I recognise. It has caused me huge concern, and it is something that we need 
to address. 

There is no direct link to this Question which is the last in the series at 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/10/10&docID=2
75447#2352348  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Sugden, Ross and Fearon support ‘No Hate Here’ campaign 
Justice Minister, Claire Sugden and Junior Ministers, Alastair Ross and Megan Fearon 
have voiced their support for the Policing and Community Safety Partnership ‘No Hate 
Here’ campaign … to raise awareness of hate crime, support victims, and encourage 
local businesses and community groups to act as safe places where vulnerable members 
of the community can go for support. … 
Junior Minister Megan Fearon said:  “I unreservedly condemn hate crimes and all forms 
of intimidation.  The Executive is committed to building a united community and in doing 
so, tackling hate and intolerance.  
“While race hate crimes are a matter for the police, we all have a responsibility to 
support, welcome and respect our neighbours.  Society is strengthened by our 
differences and I commend the North Belfast DPCSP for its work in tackling these 
despicable crimes and supporting victims.” … 
 

http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/10/11&docID=275449#2361110
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/10/11&docID=275449#2361110
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/10/10&docID=275447#2352348
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/10/10&docID=275447#2352348
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To read the full press release see 
https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/news/sugden-ross-and-fearon-support-no-hate-here-campaign  
 
 

TUC 

The Battle of Cable Street – 80 Years Ago – We Will Never Forget 
They did not pass. They will not pass. Thousands of people gathered in jubilant and yet a 
determined mood … to remember and celebrate the extraordinary mobilisation by the 
people of the East End of London that prevented Oswald Mosely, leader of the British 
Union of Fascists, and his Blackshirts, from marching through their community. … 
More than 20,000 anti-fascists built three sets of barricades in Cable street and defended 
them. Men, women, children, British Jews, Irish Dockers, Communists, Socialists, trade 
unionists, anarchists and members of the Independent Labour Party; they successfully 
riposted attempts by the Police to clear the road, and Moseley’s Fascists did not pass. … 
The struggle for a decent and just society for all, confident in its multiculturalism, is a 
modern one, and so is the fight against racism and discrimination of all kinds. We must 
be eternally vigilant against the evil of fascism. Max Levitas, veteran of The Battle of 
Cable Street, and 101 years young, was wise when he said on Sunday, “Now is the time 
to stand together”. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.tuc.org.uk/equality-issues/battle-cable-street-%E2%80%93-80-years-ago-
%E2%80%93-we-will-never-forget  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Israel and Palestine 
col 2084  Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to take to 
ensure the revival of the Middle East Peace Process with fresh negotiations between 
Israel and Palestine. …  
… Barack Obama stated … in his moving address for the Shimon Peres ceremony, he 
said that Peres from the very first day thought that Israel was against the masters and 
slaves mentality that occupation as a colony implies. … 
The international community has been equally critical, but no deeds have followed the 
many words uttered for almost 50 years since the Six Day War. … 
The 21st century does not allow any sensible Government to occupy another country 
illegally on the basis of a biblical fable of divine promise, even if one is a great 
sympathiser with religion. … 
We can recall also Mr Rabin’s sombre reminder, many years ago, that Gush Emunim, 
then the main religious settlers’ movement, was “gnawing away at the essence of Israeli 
democracy”. … 
It is precisely because I want Israel to flourish and prosper in the future as a normal 
society with no feeling of isolation or siege—or besieged—mentality that I ask our own 
Government from now on, and the international community, to ensure that Mr Rabin’s 
warnings are responded to and dealt with. … 
When I had the great privilege of going with the courageous Gerald Kaufman to the West 
Bank, we both agreed that Palestine surely could not end up as being the only country in 
the world with no civic or political rights. Whoever is the next US President, therefore, 
has to rise to the occasion and ask their friends in Israel to do the same. … 
 

https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/news/sugden-ross-and-fearon-support-no-hate-here-campaign
https://www.tuc.org.uk/equality-issues/battle-cable-street-%E2%80%93-80-years-ago-%E2%80%93-we-will-never-forget
https://www.tuc.org.uk/equality-issues/battle-cable-street-%E2%80%93-80-years-ago-%E2%80%93-we-will-never-forget
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col 2087  Lord Trimble: … I hope that the next time the Palestinians are offered a viable 
state they will accept it. It is important in this debate to remember that they have been 
offered a viable state at least twice. The first time was at the Camp David talks under 
President Clinton in 2000 when Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak made a formal offer of 
such a state. Then around 2008, under Ehud Olmert, a further offer of a viable state was 
made. … 

 

col 2088 Lord Desai: … I have always believed that we ought to abandon the search for 
a two-state solution in drawing or not drawing boundaries. There ought to be one multi-
ethnic, multireligious state in that territory which can accommodate the Arabs and the 
Jews together so that they can live in harmony and peace. … 

 

col 2089 Viscount Waverley: … The people of historic Palestine have been saddled 
with the most intense and long-standing stream of emotional and political support, more 
than any refugee community has received in modern times. Such support, however, has 
been deluding the Palestinian people and kept them from facing a painful reality—an 
impossible dream. Their country and homes in Palestine have been permanently lost. 
Others forced to accept the stark reality of permanent displacement have ultimately been 
able to move forward with their lives, because they were allowed to settle as full citizens 
in adopted countries. Not so Palestinians—more than often they are treated as second-
class citizens, with little or no civil rights. … 
This humiliation tears at the heart of all Palestinians, who care more vehemently about 
this than any issue in their lives. … 
What is required is a collective decision of the Palestinians, but only by those 
Palestinians who have no nationality, since they are the only ones paying the price. A 
referendum of all stateless Palestinians should take place on the single question of right 
of return and claims to Jerusalem in return for nationality and a homeland. … 

 

col 2092 Lord Mitchell: … Two weeks ago … Shimon Peres passed away. At his 
funeral, 70 countries were represented by their political leaders … But surely the most 
significant presence was that of Mahmoud Abbas, the President of the Palestinian 
Authority. He was fulsomely welcomed as the leader of his people—he knew just how 
much Peres had worked for peace. 
Israel has a population of 8 million people. On the map, it is just a dot surrounded by a 
huge Arab land mass. Why then, at such short notice, did so many of the world’s great 
and good make the long journey to Jerusalem? Surely it was because Peres was such 
an indefatigable fighter for peace. … As President Obama, quoting Peres, said in his 
eloquent eulogy: “The Jewish people weren’t born to rule another people”. … 

 

col 2093 Lord Sacks: … WB Yeats once wrote: “In dreams begin responsibilities”. Now 
that Shimon Peres is no longer with us, his dreams have become our responsibilities. 
What if Her Majesty’s Government were to encourage others to see the Middle East in 
the way Shimon Peres did? What if there are other paths to peace beyond politics, 
diplomacy or war? What if trade is the most powerful antidote to war and there is an 
economic road map to peace? What if education has a role? What if the peoples of the 
Middle East taught their young not to hate those with whom they will one day have to 
live? The only way Her Majesty’s Government or any other body will advance the cause 
of peace will be by communicating to both sides that they are heard, that their fears are 
understood and that they have to recognise the legitimacy of each other’s existence. … 
Yesterday was Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the holiest day of the Jewish year, 
when we atone and then we move on. Surely the time has come for both sides in the 
Israel-Palestinian conflict to admit wrongs, real or perceived, and to move on. … 

 

col 2095 Baroness Deech: … The essence of the issue is the right of Jewish self-
determination, and the Arab rejection of Jewish statehood, its refusal to recognise the 
legitimacy of the State of Israel. Solve that, and the other issues can be negotiated. … 
To change hearts and minds, the Government should call on the Palestinian Authority to 
stop promoting the murder of Jews, to stop the financial support of murderers and to stop 
indoctrinating children with hatred  and suicide tactics.  Two states would be fine,  but the  
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real issue is the recognition of Israel, on which Abbas has reiterated refusal over the 
decades. Let us be clear about this: the Palestinian National Covenant aims at the 
elimination of Israel in its entirety and denies nationhood to Jews. How can you negotiate 
with this stance any more than nation states can negotiate with ISIS? … 

 

col 2096 Baroness Tonge: … Lord Desai, mentioned a one-state solution, but the lion 
lying down with the lamb is a dream. It seems to me that Mr Netanyahu and President 
Abbas are both perfectly happy with the status quo. It allows Netanyahu to carry on 
taking Palestinian land and President Abbas, quite happy with his well-paid job, to act as 
Israel’s servant in the West Bank. … 
… we should impose sanctions on trade with Israel—yes, government-led BDS—and 
stop all aid and payments to the Palestinian Authority, including those paid to Gaza. We 
should stop those payments until Netanyahu and President Abbas sit down in a closed 
room with representatives of Hamas, who were the legitimately elected Government of 
the West Bank the last time that President Abbas allowed elections. … 
The current McCarthyite-style persecution of all critics of the Government of Israel must 
cease. We cannot have a fair and honest debate about anything so long as any 
opponents of the Israeli Government are accused of anti-Semitism. … 

 

col 2099 Lord Hylton: … what is Her Majesty’s Government’s approach and attitude to 
comprehensive Palestinian municipal elections? “Comprehensive” means in the West 
Bank, in Gaza and in east Jerusalem. There has been no real test of public opinion for 
more than 10 years on the Palestinian side. Municipal elections have been proposed as 
a small start, since they affect the daily lives of the voters. They could allow reasonable 
voices to emerge in a deeply divided society. … 
If the dwindling chances of two states living in peace, mentioned by the noble Lord, Lord 
Desai, are now missed, we shall be left with one state, whether de facto or de jure. That 
will cancel the Zionist vision and mean the end of Israel as a predominantly Jewish state. 
Is that what the Israeli people really want? … 

 

col 2100 Lord Shinkwin: … As Israel attempts to absorb the horror of last weekend’s 
drive-by Hamas terrorist shootings,… with whom should my country negotiate? Should it 
be with Hamas terrorists, who have used my country’s withdrawal from Gaza to turn it 
into a launchpad for terrorist rocket attacks on Israeli civilians and who, even now, are 
openly constructing terrorist tunnels, using hundreds of thousands of tonnes of cement 
supposedly destined for reconstruction but instead designated by Hamas for 
destruction—the destruction of Israeli lives? 
Perhaps my country should negotiate with Mahmoud Abbas instead. … Relying on 
extremism, such as glorifying terrorist murderers of sleeping children as martyrs and 
inciting five year-olds to racial hatred of Jews … is no basis for providing a credible 
partnership for peace or engendering trust among Israelis, the very people whom 
President Abbas must convince of his good faith as a prerequisite to successful 
negotiations. … 

 

col 2021 Lord Turnberg: … When I told my Israeli granddaughter that I was speaking in 
a debate on the peace process, she said, “What peace process?”. She was simply 
reflecting the widespread cynicism among Israelis—and, I fear, among Palestinians, too. 
… The saddest thing is that the reason they feel this way is that they believe the other 
side do not want it. That is a complete misunderstanding of the other, but it is no wonder 
when the only Israelis that Palestinians see are those in full army gear and the only 
Palestinians that Israelis see are knife-wielding and gun-wielding terrorists. … 

 

col 2023 Baroness Ludford: … I want to say a word about anti-Semitism masquerading 
as anti-Zionism. Too many of those who claim to be only anti-Zionist use it as a fig leaf 
for prejudice and bigotry towards Jews. It is frankly absurd to claim that it is impossible to 
criticise Israel or its Government’s actions without being accused of anti-Semitism. Tell 
that to the Members of the Knesset, who make PMQs in the other place look like a 
vicarage tea-party. 
Lastly, I share the  outrage of the noble Lord, Lord Sacks,  at the decision by UNESCO to  
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question any Jewish connection to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. That this is unhelpful 
in the extreme goes without saying. For a UN body not to acknowledge the significance 
of the Temple Mount to Jews is beyond belief. … 

 

col 2104 The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Department 
for International Development (Baroness Anelay of St Johns): … We support a 
negotiated settlement leading to a safe and secure Israel living alongside a viable and 
sovereign Palestinian state, based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, Jerusalem 
as the shared capital of both states and a just, fair and agreed settlement for refugees. A 
just and lasting peace agreement is needed to end the occupation and deliver the peace 
for both Israel and Palestine which is long overdue. …  
While we will not hesitate to express disagreement with Israel whenever we feel it 
necessary, we are firmly opposed to boycotts. We believe that imposing sanctions on 
Israel or supporting anti-Israel boycotts would not support our efforts to progress the 
peace process and achieve a negotiated solution. …  
Far from ceasing its policy of systematic settlement expansion and removing blocks on 
Palestinian development, as the quartet recommended, we have seen Israel push 
forward plans for more than 1,500 settlement units and continue to demolish Palestinian 
structures. The UK Government have repeatedly stressed to Israel our deepest 
concern. …  There is an urgent need to address the terrible situation in Gaza, which 
undoubtedly fuels violence. An agreement must ensure that Hamas and other terrorist 
groups permanently end their rocket fire against Israel, that the Palestinian Authority 
resumes control of Gaza and restores effective governance, and that Israel lifts its 
restrictions to ease the suffering of ordinary Palestinians. …   
Peace seems so distant, yet the late President Peres, the President who helped broker 
the Oslo accords to whom tribute has been paid today, reminded the world of the need to 
heed his warning that, “He who has despaired from peace is the one dreaming. Whoever 
gives in and stops seeking peace—he is naive”. Let us remember that. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-13/debates/C05C77FA-C5CA-4D82-A7A2-
69F697019045/IsraelAndPalestine  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinian Authority 
Ian Austin [46979] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, pursuant 
to the Answer of 19 September 2016 to Question 45930, on the Palestinian Authority, if 
she will place a copy of her Department's formal assessment of the Palestinian 
Authority's commitment to the Partnership Principles in the Library. 

Rory Stewart: DFID does not routinely publish Partnership Principles 
assessments. These assessments are used to inform the annual dialogue 
between DFID and the Palestinian Authority (PA). Our assessment is that the PA 
continues to deliver on the Partnership Principles. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46979/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Israel: Children in Military Custody 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have discussed with the 
government of Israel the implementation of the recommendations of the 2012 Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office report Children in Military Custody and of the 2013 UNICEF 
report Children in Israeli Military Detention; and, if so, what was the result of those 
discussions. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-13/debates/C05C77FA-C5CA-4D82-A7A2-69F697019045/IsraelAndPalestine
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-13/debates/C05C77FA-C5CA-4D82-A7A2-69F697019045/IsraelAndPalestine
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46979/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46979/
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Baroness Goldie: My Lords, we are deeply concerned about the treatment of 
Palestinian children detained in Israeli prisons and have made repeated 
representations to Israel on its treatment of Palestinian prisoners, including child 
detainees. We have raised both reports in these discussions, and we continue to 
press for full implementation of their recommendations, in particular on ending the 
use of single hand ties and on ensuring that Palestinian children are informed of 
their legal rights. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, I believe that only one out of 40 of the recommendations of the 
British report has so far been implemented. Is the noble Baroness aware that the 
handcuffing and shackling that she mentioned continues even during the questioning of 
these children? Is she also aware that more than half of them suffer physical abuse of 
one form or another while in custody? Many are forced to sign declarations in Hebrew 
which they do not understand. Will the Government, who have a direct interest in the 
British report, press Israel to implement the six urgent points made in July by Military 
Court Watch? 

Baroness Goldie: I thank the noble Lord for raising an important issue that I know 
is of universal concern to the entire House. I emphasise that we have pursued a 
course of active ministerial and diplomatic engagement. The noble Lord may be 
aware that the UNICEF report was followed by information from UNICEF that 
some positive steps had been taken towards addressing the recommendations in 
the 2012 report, including making changes to standard operating procedures on 
methods of restraint. The Israeli military has also started piloting the use of 
summons instead of night-time arrest. The noble Lord is right to signal his 
concerns, which also remain the concerns of the UK Government. I can only 
reassure him that determined engagement and dialogue are being effected by the 
United Kingdom Government. 

Baroness Ludford: My Lords, in rightly holding Israel to the test of compliance with the 
highest standards of international and humanitarian law, is it not also right to note that 
Israel is unique in the Middle East region as a liberal democracy under the rule of law in 
its openness to such scrutiny? Is it not also right that since those two reports, not only 
have there been updates from UNICEF, such as in 2015 noting significant positive 
improvements, but even the UN Human Rights Committee, which is no friend of Israel, 
has noted such improvement? 

Baroness Goldie: I thank the noble Baroness for her contribution. It is the case, 
as I indicated to the noble Lord, Lord Hylton, that some progress has been made. 
That is not to say that there do not remain profound concerns about areas where 
there can be, and there is a distinct need for, improvement. We have welcomed 
the steps taken to date but we have called for further measures, including the 
mandatory use of the audio-visual recording of interrogations, a reduction in the 
use of single hand ties and more consistently informing detainees of their legal 
rights. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: My Lords, I appreciate the response that the Minister has 
given. It is the same response that Mr Tobias Ellwood gave in January, when he 
undertook in the Westminster Hall debate that he would raise his concerns during his 
visit in February. From January till now, just what progress has been made on those 40 
areas of recommendation? What has happened since January and his visit in February? 

Baroness Goldie: I thank the noble Lord, Lord Collins, for his question. He may 
be aware that the desire of the United Kingdom to send a delegation of UK 
lawyers to visit in February in order to assess progress was rendered impossible 
because of the unwillingness on the part of the Israeli Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
to facilitate that visit. That was disappointing, and on 18 February during a visit to 
Israel the Minister, Tobias Ellwood, expressed his strong disappointment with 
Israel’s Deputy Foreign Minister at the unwillingness to host a follow-up meeting 
for the British lawyers. The UK has friends in Israel and among the Palestinians, 
but  I need hardly tell this  Chamber that these are deeply sensitive issues and we  
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as a third party are doing our best to facilitate support and to encourage 
compliance with the two reports. We are doing our best to try to ensure that the 
aspects of the reports that remain unimplemented are addressed in order that the 
position for these Palestinian child detainees will be improved. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, how many Palestinian children are being held in 
Israeli prisons, and how many of them are being held without charge or trial? 

Baroness Goldie: The information that I have may not be sufficiently specific to 
help. The most recent information—and these are figures from Israel—is that as 
of June this year there are 260 children in military detention in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, including seven in administrative detention, as well as 114 
in East Jerusalem. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-12/debates/250AA239-EED3-44B8-ACA1-
720E9FC98454/IsraelChildrenInMilitaryCustody  
 

The Commonwealth Office report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf  
 

and the UNICEF report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observati
ons_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments 
Committee 

Evidence on the proposed Cross Party Group on building bridges with Israel 
Jackson Carlaw: … The Jewish community settled in Scotland at the beginning of the 
20th century. Subsequently, many have come here as refugees fleeing persecution, of 
course. Like all others then, before and since, they should be made to feel welcome and 
safe in Scotland, without fear or favour. … 
The purpose of the proposed cross-party group is to build bridges with Israel, not to be a 
cheerleader for the state of Israel. Very strong and passionate concerns are raised about 
that, and there are concerns across a much wider range of political considerations. Other 
cross-party groups represent areas in the region that also have challenging political 
backgrounds, of course. 
The proposed cross-party group is designed to do two specific things, the first of which is 
to build bridges in the culture and economic fields in particular. Culturally, the Jewish 
community helped to establish the Edinburgh festival in Scotland. Economically, many of 
the medical pharmaceutical products that we use in this country come from Israel. 
Secondly, the proposed cross-party group is designed to tackle anti-Semitism in 
Scotland. The Jewish community in particular has felt claustrophobic in many respects, 
and sometimes under pressure. … 

  

Patrick Harvie: … it seems … that there are three purposes: to build bridges culturally 
and academically, for example, as CPGs might do with many other countries; to “promote 
an alternative viewpoint to that singular one which is to the fore at present” … and to 
further “the goal of countering anti-Semitism”. 
Is there a reason why those three distinct purposes are not all reflected in the title of the 
proposed group and only one is? 

 

Jackson Carlaw: No. The intention that underpins the group is specifically to build 
bridges with Israel across all those fronts … 
 

Patrick Harvie: I wonder what you envisage as being the balance between those 
different aspects. Obviously, presenting “an alternative viewpoint to that singular one 
which is to the fore at present” would perhaps attract people who support the other 
viewpoint, whereas I hope that all of us, whatever our views  on the issues or the  actions  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-12/debates/250AA239-EED3-44B8-ACA1-720E9FC98454/IsraelChildrenInMilitaryCustody
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-12/debates/250AA239-EED3-44B8-ACA1-720E9FC98454/IsraelChildrenInMilitaryCustody
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
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of the state of Israel, for example, would want to support “countering anti-Semitism”. … 
 

Jackson Carlaw: … If you look at the groups that have chosen to support it, you will see 
that it does not seek to focus on the international situation exclusively. … 
… I have a great deal of sympathy for the state of Palestine, but I am not a member of 
the CPG on Palestine. Similarly, if any political grouping or individual felt that they did not 
wish to support the broader agenda of the proposed CPG, that would not suggest that 
they were somehow endorsing anti-Semitic behaviour … 

 

One of a number of areas that we would want to discuss in the group is how the work of 
the centre for Scotland and Israel relations could be better facilitated, because it is a 
group of people who are not Jewish but seek to ensure that promotion of Israel takes 
place across the whole of Scotland. … 

 

Patrick Harvie: It is worth reflecting on the fact that Jackson Carlaw has clearly 
considered some of the potential controversies that could arise from having such a 
group. As long as it is clear that the ethos that he suggests is the way that the group will 
work, that those who take a more critical stance on the actions of the state of Israel, or 
are involved in boycott, divestment and sanctions policies with regard to Israel, would not 
in any way be excluded from participating in the proposed group’s work on countering 
anti-Semitism, and that there is not seen to be a conflict between those two objectives, I 
do not have any objection to the creation of the group. 
 

The Convener: Is the committee content to approve having a CPG on building bridges 
with Israel? 
Members indicated agreement. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10572&i=97284&c=193
9431#ScotParlOR  
 
 

UNESCO 

Resolution agreed: 200 EX/PX/DR.25.2 Rev 
Occupied Palestine: Jerusalem 
3.  Affirming the importance of the Old City of Jerusalem and its Walls for the three 

monotheistic religions, also affirming that nothing in the current decision, which aims, 
inter alia, at the safeguarding of the cultural heritage of Palestine and the distinctive 
character of East Jerusalem, shall in any way affect the relevant Security Council and 
United Nations resolutions and decisions on the legal status of Palestine and 
Jerusalem, 

4. Deeply regrets the Israeli refusal to implement UNESCO previous decisions 
concerning Jerusalem …  

5.  Deeply deplores the failure of Israel, the occupying Power, to cease the persistent 
excavations and works in East Jerusalem particularly in and around the Old City, and 
reiterates its request to Israel, the occupying Power, to prohibit all such works in 
conformity with its obligations … 

7.  Calls on Israel, the occupying Power, to allow for the restoration of the historic status 
quo that prevailed until September 2000, under which the Jordanian Awqaf 
(Religious Foundation) Department exercised exclusive authority on Al-Aqṣa 
Mosque/Al-Ḥaram AlSharif, and its mandate extended to all affairs relating to the 
unimpeded administration of AlAqṣa Mosque/Al-Ḥaram Al-Sharif, including  
maintenance, restoration and regulating access; 

8.  Strongly condemns the escalating Israeli aggressions and illegal measures against 
the Awqaf Department and its personnel, and against the freedom of worship and 
Muslims’ access to their Holy Site Al-Aqṣa Mosque/Al-Ḥaram Al-Sharif … 

9.  Firmly deplores the continuous storming of Al-Aqṣa Mosque/Al-Ḥaram Al-Sharif by 
Israeli right-wing extremists and uniformed forces, and urges Israel, the occupying 
Power,  to take necessary  measures to prevent  provocative abuses that  violate  the  

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10572&i=97284&c=1939431#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10572&i=97284&c=1939431#ScotParlOR
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sanctity and integrity of Al-Aqṣa Mosque/Al-Ḥaram Al-Sharif; 
10. Deeply decries the continuous Israeli aggressions against civilians including Islamic 

religious figures and priests, decries the forceful entering into the different mosques 
and historic buildings inside Al-Aqṣa Mosque/Al-Ḥaram Al-Sharifby different Israeli 
employees including the so-called “Israeli Antiquities” officials …  

11. Disapproves of the Israeli restriction of access to Al-Aqṣa Mosque/Al-Ḥaram Al-Sharif 
during the 2015 Eid Al-Adha … 

13. Regrets the damage caused by the Israeli Forces, especially since 23 August 2015, 
to the historic gates and windows of the al-Qibli Mosque inside Al-Aqṣa Mosque/Al-
Ḥaram AlSharif, and reaffirms, in this regard, the obligation of Israel to respect the 
integrity, authenticity and cultural heritage of Al-Aqṣa Mosque/Al-Ḥaram Al-Sharif, as 
reflected in the historic status quo, as a Muslim holy site of worship … 

19. Deprecates the continuing Israeli unilateral measures and decisions regarding the 
Ascent to the Mughrabi Gate, including … the enforced creation of a new Jewish 
prayer platform south of the Mughrabi Ascent in Al-Buraq Plaza “Western Wall Plaza” 
… 

30. Deplores the military confrontations in and around the Gaza Strip and the civilian 
casualties caused, including the killing and injury of thousands of Palestinian 
civilians, including children, as well as the continuous negative impact in the fields of 
competence of UNESCO …  

31. Strongly deplores the continuous Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip … 
37. Strongly disapproves the ongoing Israeli illegal excavations, works, construction of 

private roads for settlers and a separation wall inside the Old City of Al-Khalil/Hebron, 
that harmfully affect the integrity of the site, and the subsequent denial of freedom of 
movement and freedom of access to places of worship … 

To read the full text of the resolution see 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002462/246215e.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
** Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Legislative Consent Motion 
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2016/10/10&docID=27
5447#2351909  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
** closes in 9 days 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
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