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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: Education 
T4. Daniel Zeichner: Can the Secretary of State explain how allowing schools to select 
all their pupils by religion, abolishing the 50% cap, will in any way help to bring 
communities together? [906483] 

Justine Greening: The current rule is generally inoperative for many free schools 
when they begin, because they are not over-subscribed and it only kicks in if they 
are. We are proposing to put in place much stronger, more effective controls to 
ensure that faith schools that are opening will be community schools. I would very 
much encourage the hon. Gentleman to read the consultation document, which 
sets out proposals, including that those schools should demonstrate clear parental 
demand from parents of other faiths or no faith and that they should twin with 
primary schools and other schools. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-10/debates/4B7349AD-337E-4FAC-
BA3E-C8C9877ADA5A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-04DA9373-FDEE-411C-A93F-
B18CAB216224  
 

Topical Questions: Education 
Edward Leigh: The Minister was just attacked for removing the cap on faith schools. The 
implication was that they do not promote cohesion. Is it not a nonsense to suggest that 
our wonderful Anglican and Catholic schools are not broad-based and do not promote 
cohesion? Above all, they have good academic standards. The unacknowledged point of 
the cap was to stop 100% Muslim schools. It was simply not effective and was therefore 
useless, so the Minister was right to do away with it. 

Justine Greening: I agree with my hon. Friend—he is right. We should reflect on 
the fact that about a third of our schools are faith schools. Many of our children 
will have gone to those schools. They have an ethos and a level of academic 
attainment that we are trying to achieve more broadly across the whole system. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-10/debates/4B7349AD-337E-4FAC-
BA3E-C8C9877ADA5A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-54D0DF2A-D6EE-4B81-B3A8-
A6645B39F2B2  
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Crown Prosecution Service 

CPS publishes new social media guidance and launches Hate Crime consultation 
New Crown Prosecution Service guidance has set out the range of offences for which 
social media users could face prosecution. … 
The new social media guidelines for prosecutors make clear that those who encourage 
others to participate in online harassment campaigns - known as 'virtual mobbing' - can 
face charges of encouraging an offence under the Serious Crime Act 2007. … 
The DPP said: "Social media can be used to educate, entertain and enlighten but there 
are also people who use it to bully, intimidate and harass. 
"Ignorance is not a defence and perceived anonymity is not an escape. Those who 
commit these acts, or encourage others to do the same, can and will be prosecuted." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/cps_publishes_new_social_media_guidance_a
nd_launches_hate_crime_consultation/ 
 
Guidelines on prosecuting cases involving communications sent via social media 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/a_to_c/communications_sent_via_social_media/ 
 
See “consultations” section below for links to the CPS Hate Crime consultations. 
 
 

Crown Office 

Lord Advocate’s personal pledge on Hate Crime 
The Lord Advocate James Wolffe QC has marked UK Hate Crime Awareness Week by 
sending a strong message to those who engage in this abhorrent behaviour that they will 
face the full force of the law.  
Mr Wolffe said:  “The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, Scotland’s 
independent public prosecution service, is committed to tackling hate crime. The Service 
works with others to prosecute hate crime; and to raise awareness of its effects.  I am 
proud of that work. … 
“All people in Scotland are entitled to live their lives free from violence, intimidation and 
prejudice. Crime motivated by hatred is an affront to the basic values of tolerance and 
respect which I firmly believe characterise modern Scotland.  It is particularly liable to 
create division and fear within and between communities. That is why we treat it so 
seriously and why we will continue to do so. “ 
“I believe that the independent, effective, rigorous and fair prosecution of crime in the 
public interest underpins our freedoms and helps to keep people and communities safe. 
It vindicates the rights of those who are the victims of crime, and secures the fair 
treatment of those who are accused of crime. The prosecution service, along with our 
colleagues in Police Scotland, plays an essential role in creating an environment in which 
all people who live in Scotland, regardless of their personal or social circumstances, can 
have confidence that they live in a just society and that they will be protected from crime 
– and in particular from hate crime. “ 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/1423-lord-advocate-s-personal-
pledge-on-hate-crime  

TOP 
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Tender: Constituencies for Peace project 
The British Embassy, Tel Aviv requires a Supplier to evaluate the FCO’s Constituencies 
for Peace project. 
A just and lasting resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a high priority of the UK 
Government. A three-year project was designed with the aim of strengthening support 
within key constituencies in Israeli society for a negotiated two state solution.  
[The FCO is] seeking an external organisation to independently evaluate the project’s 
ability to empower young religious leaders from the Arab Israeli and religious Jewish 
(Haredi and National Religious) communities to act as proponents for peace, and the 
impact this has on their respective communities. … 
For more information see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fcos-constituencies-for-peace-project  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson on attack in Jerusalem 
The death of two Israelis and injury of several others in a terrorist shooting incident in 
Jerusalem today illustrate once more the urgent need to bring new impetus to the peace 
process, as proposed in the recent report from the Quartet. 
The EU condemns all such acts of violence, as well as any praise or incitement for 
terrorist acts, and extends its sincere condolences to the bereaved families.   
http://eeas.europa.eu/node/11465_en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Recruitment in Britain: Examining employers’ practices and attitudes to employing 
UK-born and foreign-born workers 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/research-report-104-recruitment-
in-britain-final.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fcos-constituencies-for-peace-project
http://eeas.europa.eu/node/11465_en
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/research-report-104-recruitment-in-britain-final.pdf
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
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Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html 

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-10/debates/DD9ABFCE-FF69-4DAC-912F-
373C67840EF7/WalesBill 
and 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-10/debates/00BECA91-5CB7-424C-8A86-
8FB935D3ABD9/WalesBill  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
The role and purpose of the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (closing 
date 19 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/Inquiries/CallForEvidenceCOPFS.pdf  
 
Proposed Football Act (Repeal) (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 October 2016) 
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_MembersBills/20160628_FINAL_CONSULTATION_Word_-
_version_for_publication.pdf 
 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
 
** Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
** Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
** Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 

TOP 
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